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PBEFACE. 


^N  1862  I  received  an  intimation  from  the 
propiietor  of  the  "Windsor  and  Eton  Ex- 
press," that,  on  the  following  first  of 
August,  the  newspaper  so  called  would 
have  completed  the  fiftieth  year-  of  its  publication. 
The  fact  was  an  interesting  one  to  me.  That  news- 
paper was  established  by  my  father  and  myself;  my 
proprietary  interest  in  it  lasted  for  fourteen  years ; 
and  I  continued  to  he  it«  editor  till  the  end  of  1826, 
as  I  had  been  from  its  commencement. 

Looking  hack  upon  the  August  of  1812,  at 
which  tira.e  my  working  hfe  really  commenced,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  there  were  passages  of  that 
working  life  of  fifty  years  which  might  have  an 
interest  for  a  wider  circle  than  that  of  my  family 
and  my  immediate  friends,  if  presented  without 
the  tedious  egotism  of  a  formal  Auto-Biography. 
During  that  period  my  social  position  has  not 
materially  altered,  and  I  have  not  had  the  advan- 
tage of  seeing  "  life  in  many  lands."  I  have  there- 
fore no  startling  incidents  to  relate,  and  no  great 
variety  of  scenes  to  describa     My   occupation   has 
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been  that  of  a  publisher  and '  a  writer.  But,  in 
the  courae  of  my  long  connection  with  the  Press 
(I  use  this  word  in  its  most  extended  meaning),  I 
have  been  brought  into  communication  with  many 
eminent  persons,  and  have  been  somewhat  exten- 
sively mixed  up  with  vast  changes  in  the  social 
condition  of  the  people,  in  the  progress  of  which 
elementai-y  education  and  popular  literature  have 
been  amongst  the  most  efficient  insti-uments  of 
amelioration. 

But  before  I  start  upon  a  long  journey — broken, 
however,  into  several  stages, — it  may  give  a  com- 
pleteness to  my  narrative  if  I  put  together  some 
earlier  Eeminiscences  of  circumstances  by  which  I 
was  surrounded,  from  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
in  ray  childhood  and  my  advance  to  manhood.  The 
first  steps  of  self-formation  are,  I  think,  always 
interesting  to  follow,  however  uneventful  may  be 
the  subsequent  career  of  an  individual  But  my 
early  days  at  Windsor  have  a  wider  interest,  as 
they  made  me  familiar  with  the  outward  manifes- 
tations of  the  simple  bfe  of  George  the  Third  and 
his  Court — an  old-fashioned  life  of  publicity,  which 
wholly  passed  away  in  the  seclusion  of  the  next 
reign,  when  the  King  was  seldom  seen  by  his  people, 
much  less  living  among  them  in  a  sort  of  family 
intimacy,  such  as  I  had  looked  upon  from  my 
humble  point  of  observation.  In  1810,  the  regal 
aspect  of  Windsor  was  wholly  changed  by  the 
illness  of  the  King.     In  1S12,  when  I  put  on  the 
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PREFACE.  y 

responsibilities  of  full  age,  the  Regent  was  invested 
with  unrestricted  power.  There  never  was  a  more 
eventful  period  in  the  history  of  our  country  than 
the  first  twelve  years  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 
They  were  calculated  to  produce  a  strong  and 
abiding  impression  upon  the  mind  of  a  thoughtful 
youth,  whose  local  associations  were  suggestive  of 
past  dangers  and  triumphs — of  the  Blenheim  of 
Anne  and  the  Crecy  of  Edward,  Moreover,  as  I 
advanced  towards  manhood,  there  was  an  outburst 
of  literature,  which  stiiTed  my  spirit  with  a  new 
power.  If,  in  recording  my  impressions  of  this 
memorable  era,  I  should  be  able  to  recal  some  of 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  passing  time,  I  may  not  be 
without  the  hope  of  imparting  an  interest  to  the 
Reminiscences  of  a  solitary  boy  and  an  obscure 
young  man. 

The  haJf-century  of  active  employment  which  I 
look  hack  upon  is  divided,  in  my  retrospection,  into 
three  epochs.  I  shall  regard  them  as  stages  in  my 
journey  of  life;  not  always  caring  thus  to  measure 
my  progress  by  any  extreme  nicety  of  dates ;  and  not 
suddenly  halting  when  the  interest  of  a  subject  carries 
me  forward  to  its  natural  close. 

I.  From  1813  to  the  end  of  1822,  my  chief  occu- 
pation was  that  of  a  journalist  at  Windsor.  But 
my  duties  were  not  wholly  limited  to  that  narrow 
range,  although  in  tracing  my  course  as  the  editor 
of  a  local  paper  I  may  regard  some  circumstances  aa 
of  peculiar  interest.     The  political  aspects   of  tlia,t 
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period  are  not  pleasant  to  review ;  when  tLe 
thougbtful  man  saw  as  much  to  be  apprehended 
from  an  unsympathising  Government  as  from  a  dis- 
contented people.  In  1820  I  made  my  first  attempt 
in  publishing  a  Clieap  Miscellany ;  and  I  have  to  esti- 
mate what  Popular  Literature  was,  at  a  period  when 
the  majority  looked  upon  Books  for  the  Many  as  a 
very  dangerous  experiment  in  giving  a  direction  to 
the  newly-diffused  art  of  reading.  At  this  period, 
also,  of  strong  political  excitement,  I  was  induced  to 
accept  the  editorship  of  a  London  Weekly  News- 
paper, My  area  of  observation  was  thus  somewhat 
enlarged.  My  aim  was  to  make  "The  Guai-dian"  as 
much  a  literaiy  as  a  political  paper ;  and  I  thus  in- 
cidentally acquired  a  familiarity  mth  the  Periodical 
Literature  of  a  time  when  Magazines  were  becoming 
more  original  and  more  influential,  I  also  gained 
some  insight  into  the  general  commerce  of  books  in 
that  closing  era  of  high  prices.  During  this  period 
one  of  the  pleasautest  occupations  of  my.  Windsor 
life  opened  to  me,  as  the  printer  and  publisher  of 
"  The  Etonian."  This  circumstance  led  to  my  in- 
tercoui-se  with  that  most  remarkable  knot  of  Cam- 
bridge students  who  became  the  chief  contributors 
to  "  Knight's  Quarterly  Magazine."  It  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  mention  the  names  of  Macaulay,  Praed, 
Sidney  Walker,  Heniy  Nelson  Coleridge  (of  these  I 
may,  unhappily,  speak  without  reserve),  and  add 
those  of  Derwent  Coleridge,  Henry  Maiden,  and 
John  Moultrie,  to  give  an  abiding  interest  to  such 
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remembrances,  "The  Quarterly  Magazine  "  chiefly 
led  to  my  establishment  as  a  London  publisher  in 
the  season  of  1S23.  Through  this  year,  and  in 
1824, 1  was  occupied  in  the  literary  and  commercial 
management  of  that  work,  which  was  concluded  after 
the  publication  of  six  numbers.  A  second  series  was 
subsequently  undertaken ;  but  this  attempt  at  a 
revival  was  of  too  solid  a  character  fitly  to  succeed 
its  brilliant  predecessor. 

II.  I  had  been  gradually  extending  my  field  of 
business  as  a  publisher  of  Miscellaneous  Books,  and 
was  not  without  the  support  of  persons  of  reputation 
and  influence.  Yet  ray  experience  of  the  risk  of 
miscellaneous  publishmg  became  in  a  year  or  two 
somewhat  discouraging.  In  1826,  I  had  to  struggle, 
in  common  ^vitb  many  others  of  my  craft,  against 
the  depression  in  value  of  all  literary  property.  But 
in  this  period  of  difiiculty  I  was  endeavouring  to 
mature  several  plana  for  wholly  and  systematically 
devoting  myself  to  cheap  Popular  Literature.  Some 
of  the  seed  thus  prepared  was  ultimately  sown. 

In  1827  I  became  connected  with  the  Society  for 
the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge ;  and  soon  after 
edited  and  published  "  The  British  Almanac "  and 
"Companion,"  and  "The  Libraay  of  Entei-taining 
Knowledge."  Through  twenty  years — until,  indeed, 
the  Society  thought  that  the  time  was  come  when 
individual  entei-prise  would  accomplish  all  that  they 
had  attempted— I  was  more  or  less  cormected  with 
this  memorable  Association.     My  remembrances  will 
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embrace  whatever,  without  violation  of  confidence, 
may  be  related  of  this  connection.  I  need  not  here 
particularise  the  eminent  persons  with  whom  I  was 
brought  into  contact,  in  canying  forward  the  worlts 
which  were  entrusted  to  my  care  as  Publisher,  and 
in  several  cases  as  Editor,  Other  important  works 
were  undertaken  by  me  without  the  support  of  the 
Society's  reputation.  I  availed  myself-— perhaps 
more  than  most  of  the  publishers  of  that  period — of 
the  revived  process  of  wood- engraving,  to  diffuse 
popular  Art  as  well  as  popular  Literature.  In  this 
species  of  enterprise  "The  Penny  Magazine"  led  the 
way.  "The  Pictorial  Bible"  was  the  most  successful 
of  the  more  permanent  class  of  such  publications ; 
the  "Thousand  and  one  Nights"  was  the  most 
beautiful.  The  "Pictorial  History  of  England"  waa 
followed  by  the  "Pictorial  Shakspere,"  which  was 
the  most  congenial  undertaking  of  my  literary  hfe ; 
and  then  by  the  "London."  This  series  of  years, 
which  brought  with  them  unabated  hterary  labour 
and  most  anxious  commercial  responsibility,  were 
not  without  their  enjoyments  of  pleasant  and  remu- 
nerating work.  They  afforded  me  the  consolation 
that  I  was  perfoiming  a  pubhc  good,  when  I  bore 
up,  unaided,  under  the  heavy  load  of  "  The  Penny 
Cyclopffidia,"  ovei-weighted  by  taxation.  This  was 
the  most  busy  and  the  most  interesting  period  of 
my  working  life  ;  and  its  interest  is  heightened 
beyond  measure  to  myself  by  the  consideration  that 
this  epoch  was  the  great  turning-point  in  our  poli- 
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tical  and  social  history ;  that  it  was  a  period  of 
wonderful  progress ;  and  that  many  of  the  distin- 
guished men  with  whom  I  was  associated  can  never 
be  separated,  hy  the  fature  historian,  from  the 
course  of  that  peaceful  revolution  which  has  made 
the  institutions  of  the  country  in  harmony  with 
the  advance  of  intelligence,  and  has  identified  the 
interests  and  the  wishes  of  the  rulers  and  of  the 
nation-  In  this  period,  also,  I  became  officially  con- 
nected, as  a  Publisher,  with  those  who  originated  and 
carried  forward  the  Amendment  of  the  Poor-Law 
and  other  cognate  reforms ;  and  I  was  thus  neces- 
sarily called  upon  to  give  a  close  attention  to  the 
principles  and  practical  working  of  measures  which 
have  so  materially  improved  the  Condition  of  the 
People. 

III.  My  third  epoch  is  one  of  comparative  repose. 
I  edited  and  published  the  extensive  series  of  tha 
"Weekly  Volume."  I  had  opportunities  of  seeing 
much  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  country  in 
editing  "  The  Laud  we  Live  in,"  during  the  transi- 
tion period  of  Free  Trade.  I  assisted  as  Publisher 
in  the  great  sanitary  measures  which  had  assumed 
fresh  importance.  Gmdually  I  withdrew  from  any 
novel  undertakings  involving  considerable  risk ;  for 
I  found  that  the  new  competition  of  excessive  cheap- 
ne^,  without  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  reading 
made  cheap,  was  not  suited  to  the  habits  in  which 
I  had  been  so  long  trained.  But  I  had  still  to 
look  for  happiness  in  work,     I  had  to  become  more 
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a  writer  and  editor  than  a  publisher.  A  few  separate 
volumes  were  pubUshed  for  me  by  Mr.  Murray. 
Larger  undertakings,  connected  with  copyrights 
■which  I  had  retained,  or  was  to  create,  were  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Biadbm-y  &  Evans.  I  was  thus 
relieved  from  the  minor  ca.res  of  business,  and,  having 
a  just  confidence  in  tliose  to  whom  my  interests 
were  committed,  I  could  work  more  efficiently  at 
my  responsible  duties  as  author  and  conductor. 
The  nature  of  my  writings  was  such  that  I  had  to 
look  upon  the  vaiious  phases  of  Society  in  tbe  Past, 
and  so,  by  comparison,  to  estimate  the  Present  more 
accurately  and  impartially  than  a  view  mainly 
directed  to  current  things  might  attain.  Whilst 
engaged  in  wi-iting  the  History  of  my  Country,  I 
had  also  to  keep  a  steady  eye  upon  the  general 
charactei-istics  of  its  progress — political,  social,  scien- 
tific, and  literary ;  for  I  was  occupied  in  reproducing, 
with  large  additions,  that  Cyclopedia  of  which  I  bad 
been  the  proprietor  and  publisher  under  the  Society 
for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge.  In  this 
evening  of  my  life  I  had  tbe  happiness  to  become 
intimate  with  many  who  were  eminent  in  the  imagi- 
native walks  of  Literature ;  and  I  Icamt,  more  com- 
pletely than  I  knew  before,  that  it  is  not  only  the 
scientific  and  the  philosophical  who  are  advancing, 
by  their  writings,  the  moral  and  intellectual  develop- 
ments of  a  nation. 

In  thus   producing  my  memorials   of  Men   and 
Books,  of  Social  Progress  and  Changing  Mannei-s,  I 


Hosted  by  Google 


may  be  considered  as  risking  the  indulgence  of  the 
garrulous  egotism  of  advanced  years.  I  hope  that 
tlie  form  of  "  Passages  "  will  keep  me  from  many 
of  the  usual  faults  of  Auto-Biography.  I  shall 
prefer  to  speak  of  othei-s  rather  than  of  myself.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  deal  with  public  realities  rather 
than  with  transient  moods  of  my  own  mind.  I 
have  undertaken  a  survey  of  a  "  long  tract  of  time," 
and,  having  often  to  rely  upon  my  memory,  may 
have  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  reader  if  he 
discover  any  mistakes  in  dates,  or  any  confusion  in 
the  relation  of  one  circumstance  to  another.  I  never 
kept  a  diaiy.  I  am  not  suro  that  I  should  have  had 
a  clearer  view  of  the  leading  Passages  of  my  life  if 
I  had  done  so.  I  was  not  always  careful  in  pre- 
serving letters.  Yet  somehow  I  feci  as  if  I  could 
find  my  way  through  labyrinths  which  might  be 
impenetrable  in  their  obscurity,  were  it  not  for 
associations  which  conduct  me  onward,  even  as  the 
Indian  can  see  his  road  by  old  footmarks  which 
he  alone  can  recognise. 

CHARLES  KNIGHT. 

Ifavemier  II,  1893, 
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TEEFACE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  EDITOR. 


Is  placing  before  American  readers  Charles  Knight's 
modest  and  manly  record  of  his  most  fruitful  and 
earnest  work,  the  editor  would  feel  himself  at  variance 
with  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Autobiography,  if  he  should 
endeavor  to  add  to  it  any  words  of  his  own  that  eonld 
seem  like  the  attempt  to  point  its  very  noble  moral. 
The  creed  on  which  Knight's  life  was  based,  was  as 
simple  as  the  acts  resulting  from  it  were  beneficial 
and  useful  in  the  highest  sense.  It  comprehended  two 
leajJing  articles — first,  a  most  hopeful  and  unshaken 
belief  in  good  and  in  the  great  power  of  good ;  and 
secondly,  a  complete  sacrifice  of  selfish  aims,  to  the 
endeavor  to  benefit  and  elevate  other  men.  Perhaps, 
after  all,  it  is  not  often  that  a  creed  comes  nearer  than 
this  to  the  simplest  rendering  of  a  law,  formulated 
Boms  twenty  centuries  ago,  wherein  ai'e  set  forth  a 
man's  duty  to  God  and  to  his  neighbor. 

The  regret  which  the  editor  feels  at  finding  himself 
compelled  to  omit  from  this  abridgment  many  things 
which  have  been  of  great  interest  to  him  and  wonld 
be  equally  interesting  to  the  reader,  is  partly  atoned 
for  by  his  hope  that  io  this  smaller  form  the  Autobi- 
ography will  reach  many  to  whom  the  lai'ger  English 
edition  in  three  volumes  would  be  leas  accessible.  In 
making  omissions,  the  editor  has  endeavored  to  leave 
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out  such  passages  as  were  rather  descriptive  of  outside 
events  than  of  Mr.  Knight's  own  life,  or  of  subjects 
intimately  connected  with  his  cai-eer.  Summaries  of 
political  affairs  iu  Europe,  descriptionsof  jourDcysand 
places  visited,  and  Mr.  Knight's  quotations  (if  of 
gi-eat  length)  from  the  published  wntings  of  other 
authors,  have  often  been  omitted ;  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed upon  matters  foreign  to  the  general  topics  of 
the  book  have  sometimes  fihai-ed  the  same  fate.  The 
account  in  the  English  edition,  of  Knight's  experi- 
ences with  the  company  of  amateur  actors,  among 
whom  Dickens  was  the  leading  spirit,  could  be  spared 
from  this  volume  better  than  many  other  passages, 
since  the  subject  is  treated  of  in  Mr.  Porster's  widely- 
read  biography  of  the  great  novelist. 

Mr.  Knight's  words  have  in  no  case  been  changed. 
A  sentence  has  here  and  there  been  inserted  to  restore 
the  connection,  where  this  has  been  interrnpted  by  the 
omission  of  a  passage;  but  the  language,  with  these 
exceptions,  remains  precisely  that  of  the  author. 
It  has  been  thoaght  better  that  this  should  be  pre- 
served, even  at  the  cost  of  a  possible  abruptness  of 
transition  in  a  few  exceptional  cases.  While  the  editor 
is  prepared  for  the  inevitable  differences  of  opinion 
thatrtiust  exist  with  regard  to  what  should  be  retained 
and  what  omitted  in  the  abridgment  of  a  book,  he 
ventures  to  hope  that  in  the  plan  he  has  pursued  be 
has  avoided  any  actual  injustice  to  the  authoi-'s  clear 
and  vivid  presentation  of  his  life's  history. 
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^^E  book,  for  the  new  iesue  of  which  I  have 

undertaken  to  write  an  Introductory  Note, 
ia  strictly  what  its  title  indicates — the 
record  of  '  Passages  of  a  Worting  Life 
during  Half  a  Century,'  The  Worker  lias  ceased 
from  his  labours  and  entered  upon  his  rest.  But  it 
is  too  soon  yet  to  add  the  final  chapter  to  his 
'Passages.'  All  that  will  be  attempted  here  will  he 
to  carry  on  the  record  till  the  goal  was  reached.  1 
have  called  the  note  Introductory,  but  its  more  fitting 
place  would,  perhaps,  be  at  the  end  rathor  than  at 
the  beginning  of  the  book,  and  the  reader  may,  if 
lie  please,  defer  the  reading  of  it  till  he  has  read  the 
'  Passages.' 

Ill  the  Preface  Mr.  Knight  tells  us  that  it  was  in 
the  August  of  1812  his  "working  life  really  com- 
menced ;"  but  nowhere,  I  think,  has  he  mentionou 
the  year  when  life  itself  began,  though,  from  various 
incidental   references,  it  may  readily   be   inferred. 
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Bat  in  considering  the  closing  years  of  his  working 
life  it  is  well  to  keep  in  mind  his  actual  age. 

He  was  born  at  Windsor  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1791,  The  Dedication,  which  terminates  the  '  Pas- 
sages'  (vol.  iii.  p.  328),  is  dated  Janaavy  16,  1865. 
He  had  thus,  as  we  see,  nearly  completed  his  seventy- 
fourth  year  when  he  wrote  the  last  pages  of  his 
hook :  he  had  quite  completed  it  when  the  book  was 
published.  To  pass  in  review  half  a  century  of  such 
varied  and  active  occupation,  and  to  produce  hia 
'  Memorials  of  Men  and  Books,  of  Social  Pi-ogress, 
and  Changing  Manners,'  was  a  toilsome  and  arduous 
undertaking  at  such  an  age ;  and  it  might  have 
been  thought  that  its  author  would  foel  that,  having 
accomplished  it,  he  had  at  length  fairly  earned 
repose.  But  old  habits  could  not  be  ao  easily  cast 
off.  Work  had  long  been  necessary  to  his  enjoy- 
ment of  life.  The  love  of  literature  had  coloured 
his  business  transactions  when  he  was  most  active 
aa  a  publisher:  when  lie  withdi-6w  from  direct 
participation  in  trade,  the  pursuit  of  literature  be- 
came his  chief  occupation.  As  he  wrote  in  the 
Preface  to  the  volume  now  in  the  reader's  hand,  he 
"  had  still  to  look  for  happiness  in  work."  Before 
he  had  completed  the  present  book,  lie  had,  in  fact, 
been  laying  down  the  lines  of  a  new  one. 

The  subject  of  this  lay  close  to  his  hand,  and 
the  research  it  involved  was  a  congenial  and  pleasant 
labour.     Various  references  in  the  '  Passages '  had 
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vividly  recalled  the  images  of  one  and  another  of 
tlie  bj'goQe  generations  of  booksellers — many  of 
tliem  writers,  printers,  publishers,  as  well  as  book- 
sellers, Dryden's  quaint  old  publisher,  "  left-legged 
Jacob,"  Pope's  "huge  I.iutott,"  and  "dauntlesa 
Curll,"  Johnson's  iirat  London  friend,  Edward  Cave, 
and  folio-smitten  Osborne,  Gi-randisoa-Eiehardson, 
and  the  philanthropic  old  curmudgeon,  Thomas  Guy, 
sitting  in  his  odd  little  shop  at  the  comer  of  Lom- 
bard Street,  "  over  against  the  Stocks  Market,"  were 
more  than  mere  names  to  him ;  and,  as  one  and 
another  of  their  shadows  crossed  his  path,  there 
recurred  an  old,  half-foi-med  fancy  that  a  pleasant 
gossiping  volume  might  be  written  about  them, 
their  doings,  and  their  associates,  such  as  years 
before  had  led  him  to  collect  hooks  and  prints  that 
served  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  Trade.  More 
than  once  we  had  talked  the  subject  over,  and  having 
often  had  occasion,  during  the  quarter  of  a  century 
we  had  worked. together,  to  admire  how  quickly  per- 
formance followed  on  conception,  I  was  little  sur- 
prised at  receiving,  a  month  or  so  after  the  publication 
of  the  third  volume  of  the  '  Passages,'  the  fii-st  proof- 
sheets  of  a  Memoir  of  the  Founder  of  Guy's  Hospital, 
and  learning  that  it  was  to  form  the  opening  chapter 
of  a  volume  to  be  entitled  'Shadows  of  the  Old 
Booksellers,'  On  some  of  the  more  outrof-the-way 
points  of  a  topographical  and  antiquarian  kind, 
respecting  which  he  was  unsatisfied,  and  which  he 
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was,  of  course,  unable  personally  to  inveatigate,  1 
was  able  to  thi-ow  a  little  additional  light,  and  to 
indicate  some  collateral  sources  of  information  which 
ho  had  overlooked.  The  new  materials  entailed 
fresh  toil,  hut  he  at  once  cheerfully  engaged  on  it, 
recast  the  memoir,  and  made  it  the  best,  the  most 
interesting,  and  the  most  appreciative  biography 
that  had  been  written  of  one  well  entitled  to  com- 
memoration. 

Once  fairly  started,  the  work  advanced  smoothly 
and  rapidly.  With  his  life-long  acquaintance  with 
the  theme  in  all  its  pai'ts  and  bearings,  his  loiow- 
ledge  of  the  men,  his  fondness  for  picturesque 
details,  and  tact  in  selecting  and  grouping  them, 
and  his  never-failing  facility  of  expression,  the  mere 
wiiting  was  comparatively  easy,  and  printing,  as 
was  his  custom,  chapter  by  chapter  as  each  was 
written,  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  volame  was 
finished. 

The  Old  Booksellers  had  been  a  congenial  theme, 
and  lie  parted  from  them  unwillingly.  He  bad  told 
the  story,  more  or  less  fully,  of  a  goodly  number  of 
them— from  Thomas  G-uy  to  James  Lackington— 
and  thus  traversed,  in  a  desultory  but  not  uncon- 
nected manner,  the  histoiy  of  bookselling  and  pub- 
lishing during  the  entire  eighteenth  century,  at  the 
same  time  illustrating  on  the  way  many  a  by-path 
of  literary  and  social  life.  But  then,  how  many  had 
he  been  forced  to  exclude  whose  claims  to  a  place 
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[  scarcely  inferior  to  those  he  had  admitted, 
and  of  whom,  aa  repi'esentatives  of  special  phases  of 
art  or  literature,  of  the  trade  or  of  the  times,  so 
much  might  have  been  told  that  would  have  given 
life  and  freshness  to  the  book,  and  amused  and  in- 
terested the  reader  !  Lingering  thus  over  their 
memories,  he,  in  the  Introduction  to  the  volume, 
enumerates  and  characterises  many  of  those  he  lias 
omitted,  and,  noting  some  of  the  associations  evoked 
by  their  names,  observes  that  the  more  prominent 
among  them  might  "  fitly  form  the  subject  of  a 
separate  series,"  and,  "  without  pledging  himself  to 
such  an  attempt,"  states  that  he  "may  probably 
employ  his  leisure  in  collecting  some  of  the  neces- 
sary materials,  which,  like  those  upon  which  the 
present  volume  has  been  based,  have  to  be  sought 
for  in  odd  corners,  as  well  as  in  open  spaces  acces- 
sible to  all." 

Kesearch  such  as  this  was,  however,  more  than 
could  be  entered  upon  immediately,  and,  as  a  lighter 
exercise,  he  undertook  the  preparation  of  a  volume 
entitled  '  Half-hours  with  the  best  Letter-Writers 
and  Autobiographers,'  a  selection  of  short  but  always 
uiteresting  extracts,  with  introductory  notices  of  the 
writers,  and  usually  some  apt  comments.  '  Shadows 
of  the  Old  Booksellers '  was  completed  in  October 
1865 ;  the  '  Half-hours '  occupied  him  till  November 
1866.  But  already  he  had  a  new  work  on  the  anvil. 
Sight  was  fast  failing ;  the  fingers  could  not  guide 
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the  pen  ;  the  memory  no  longer  responded  as  of  old 
to  the  calls  made  upon  it.  But  there  was  the  old 
craving  for  work,  and,  as  the  readiest  means  of  satia- 
fying  it,  he  set  about  the  composition  of  an  historical 
romance,  led  thereto,  probably,  by  the  cii-cumstance 
that  he  had  been  once  again  reading  through  Scott's 
novels — or,  rather,  had  listened  to  them,  for  his  eyes 
no  longer  permitted  him  to  read  for  himself.  Tlie 
story  was,  however,  suggested  by  a  passage  in  a 
letter  from  the  Rev.  George  Garrard  to  Sir  Thomas 
Wentworth,  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  dated  January 
8th,  1635-6,  telling  how  a  man  of  mean  estate,  suc- 
ceeding unexpectedly  to  a  large  fortune,  "  was  so 
overjoyed  that  he  fell  mad,"  when,  under  the  vicious 
action  of  the  Court  of  Wards,  "instantly  be  was 
begged  at  Court,"  but  died  two  days  after.  'Uegg'd 
at  Court,'  as  the  novel  was  called,  is  the  story  of  this 
"poor  rich  man's"  daughter,  who,  in  place  of  her 
father,  has  been  given  as  a  ward  to  a  certain  Captain 
Blachman.  It  is  a  "  Legend  of  Westminster,"  and 
referring  to  the  Commonwealth  period,  affords  room 
for  some  interesting  local  historical  gossip.  The 
story  is  told  m  a  single  volume,  and  a  reader  old- 
fashioned  enough  to  enjoy  a  plain  un sensational 
historical  novelette  will  pemse  it  with  pleasure ;  but 
its  chief  interest  will  probably  be  found  in  the  time 
and  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  composed. 
The  last  lines  of  it  were  written  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1867,  the  author's  seventy-sixth  birthday: 
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The  story  itself,  owing  to  the  failure  of  sight,  was 
"  dictated  to  a  kind  helper."  It  would  not  be  easy 
to  find  a  parallel  to  this  in  literary  history. 

The  novel  finished,  his  thoughts  were  still  at  work. 
As  lying  within  the  compass  of  his  now  limited 
means  of  research,  he  undertook  a  second  series  of 
'  Half-hours  with  the  best  Letter-Writers  and  Auto- 
biographers  ;'  and  I  see  by  the  dates  on  the  proof- 
sheets  now  lying  before  me,  that  he  had  completed 
it  by  the  beginning  of  June  1868.  But  his  vigour 
was  by  this  time  greatly  abated,  and  he  aeknow- 
ledges  in  the  Preface  the  help  for  which  he  had 
been  indebted  to  a  member  of  his  family.  Still,  as 
in  the  earlier  series,  the  examples  are  well  selected ; 
the  introductions  and  interchapters  are  written  in  a 
cheerful  and  kindly  spirit ;  there  is  shrewd  charac- 
terisation, genial  criticism,  a  healthy  moral  tone ; 
and,  as  in  the  sketch  of  Sir  John  Dinely,  some 
pleasant  personal  I'eminiscences. 

With  these  Half-hours  ended  his  career  as  an 
author.  His  career  as  editor  continued  a  few 
months  longer.  In  the  second  volume  of  the  'Pas- 
sages '  (pp.  58-64)  he  narrates  at  length  the  circum- 
stances which  led  him  to  originate  in  1827  the 
'  British  Alraanac,'  and  the  associated  volume,  the 
'  Companion  to  the  Almanac,'  and  he  remarks  with 
evident,  and  very  justifiable,  satisfaction  that  "  the 
pair  have  travelled  on  together  for  thirty-seven 
years  under  my  direction,  throngh  many  changes  of 
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times  and  men,"  while  "the  general  features  of 
these  publications  have  underfjone  very  little  change 
during  this  long  period."  For  yet  five  years  more 
he  continued  to  edit  the  pair,  and  he  brought  his 
literary  labours  to  a  close  by  preparing  during  the 
last  autumn  days  of  1868,  the  volume  of  the  '  Com- 
panion to  the  Almanac'  for  1869.  This  was  the 
forty-second  of  the  annual  series,  each  volume  of 
which  had  been  produced  under  his  direct  super- 
vision. He  could  not  have  undertaken  the  labour 
another  year,  and  the  work  was  transferred,  with 
its  high  character  unimpaired,  to  other  hands. 
Mr.  Knight's  latest  literary  contribution  to  the 
'  Companion '  was  a  lively  and  interesting  paper  in 
the  volumo  for  1867  on '  Mural  Records  of  Pedestrian 
Tourists' — the  pedestrian  tourists  being  the  pro- 
fessional tramps  who  infest  the  country  workhouses, 
and  the  mural  records  the  scribblings  they  leave 
behind  them  on  the  walls  of  the  "  Tramp-wards  "  in 
which  they  make  their  temporary  abode. 

For  a  while  longer  he  continued  to  select,  or  to 
talk  of  selecting,  books  to  be  read  to  him  witli  a  view 
to  some  new  work ;  but  day  by  day  it  became  more 
and  more  clear  to  those  who  watched  so  tenderly 
over  him,  that  at  length  his  working  days  were  past, 
and  gradually,  but  tacitly,  he  seemed  himself  to  ac- 
quiesce in  that  conviction.  When,  however,  he  ceased 
to  read,  or  be  read  to,  with  a  view  to  writin",  he  re- 
mamed  as  eager  as  ever  hi  acciuisition.    At  this  time. 
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and  indeed  is  long  is  liis  strength  lieM  out,  lie  was  an 
almost  insatiable  listener.  Ktill,  as  of  old,  he  watched 
with  unfiiUng  inteiest  the  course  of  public  events, 
still  liked  to  know  what  new  books  were  published, 
and  in  las  geneial  reading,  whilst  following  the 
lurieut  litoiature,  mingled  therewith  the  good  old 
favoTirite'',  alteinit  ng  with  the  lighter  works, 
whethei  old  or  new  tliose  of  a  higher  and  graver 
purpose.  Thus,  foi  example,  in  these  last  years  he 
found  in  the  life,  but  still  more  in  the  Sermons,  of 
the  Rev.  \V.  F.  Kobei-tson,  of  Brighton,  a  perennial 
sonree  of  pleasure,  refreshment  and  support. 

And  so,  becoming  constantly  feebler,  more  and 
more  entirely  dependent  on  those  around  him,  slowly 
wore  away  these  latter  days.  For  change  of  air  and 
scene,  and  brighter  skies  and  warmer  winter  climate, 
Ventnor,  St.  Boniface,  with  its  pleasant  grounds,  and 
Bonchurch,  were  successively  chosen  for  residence 
(1869-71) ;  and  when  it  was  thought  advisuble  to 
be  nearer  London,  Esher,  Weybridge,  and  finally 
Addlestone  in  Surrey  (1871-73).  But  he  had  become 
indifferent  now  to  place  or  scene;  the  days  of  his 
fourscore  years  were  in  "  their  strength,  but  labour 
and  sorrow,"  and  fast  "  coming  to  an  end,  as  it  wore 
a  taio  that  is  told," 

The  end  came  gently,  solemnly.  About  half-past 
two  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  9th  of  March, 
1873,  tended  and  supported  still,  as  ever,  by  Her  to 
whom,  eight  years  before,  he  had  dedicated  these 
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and  by  tho  Daughters  who  constantly 
shared  in  the  pious  duty,  he  passed  away  peacefully, 
and,  as  it  seemed  to  those  who  watched  by  him, 
painlessly,  to  his  i-est.  He  was  laid  in  the  family 
vault  in  the  old  burial-ground  at  Windsor  on  the 
following  Friday:  the  morrow  would  have  been  his 
eighty-second  birthday. 

This  is  neither  the  plaee  nor  the  occasion  to  cou- 
sidLT  the  rank  of  Charles  Knight  as  a  writer,  or  to 
attempt  to  estimate  the  work  which  he  undertook 
and  that  which  he  achieved.  What  he  did  is  told 
in  the  following  pages.  These  few  supplementary 
lines  are  simply  a  uotice  of  the  occupations  of  his  last 
years.  What  he  aimed  to  bring  about,  and  what  he 
more  than  any  one  else  aided  in  effecting,  was, "  the 
general  diffusion  of  sound  popular  literature."  He 
from  the  first  longed  to  see  "  the  wide  fields  of 
knowledge  become  the  inheritance  of  all ;"  or,  as  he 
expressed  it  in  one  of  the  last  pages  which  he  wrote 
with  bis  own  hand,*  in  the  outset  of  life  be  formed 
the  »  desire  to  maJie  knowledge  a  common  possession 
instead  of  an  exclusive  privilege,"  and  to  the  end, 
through  good  and  evil  fortune,  he  steadily  prosecuted 
his  purpose, 

James  Tuoene. 

AprU,  1873. 
•  Dedication  to  'Shadows  of  the  Old  Booksellers.'  October,  1865, 
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EABLY   EEMINISCEI^OES : 

A  PRELUDE. 


Section  I. 


riN  the  night  of  the  thii-ty-first  of  December, 
ISOO,  I  had  gone  to  bed  with  a  vague 
■  that  I  ahould  be  awakened  by  a 
terrific  noise  which  would  shalse  tho 
house  more  than  the  loudest  thunder-clap,  and 
would  produce  such  a  concussion  of  the  air  as 
would  break  every  window-pane  in  Windsor  town. 
The  house  in  whicli  my  father  lived,  and  in  which  I 
was  bom,  was  close  to  the  gi-eat  entrance  to  tho 
lower  ward  of  Windsor  Castle,  called,  after  its 
builder,  Henry  the  Eighth's  gateway.  I  crept  down 
in  the  dawning  of  that  first  day  of  the  yeai'  to  a  sit- 
ting room  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  Round 
Tower.  The  aspect  of  that  room  was  eastern.  I 
watched  the  gradual  reddening  of  the  sky  ;  and  1 
momently  expected  to  see  a  flash  from  one  of  the 
many  cannon  mounted  on  the  Tower,  and  to  hear 
that  roai-  from  those  mighty  pieces  of  ordnance  which 
was  to  produce  such  alarming  consequences.  I  knew 
not  then  that  these  guns  were  only  four-pounders, 
and  that  if  all  the  seventeen  had  been  fired  at  once 
the  windows  would  most  probably  have  been  safe. 
I  watched  and  watched  till  the  sun  was  high.    It  was 
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then  reported  that  the  King  had  ordered  there  should 
be  no  discharge  of  the  cannon  of  the  keep,  for  the 
new  painted  window  by  Mr.  Wost,  at  the  east  end  of 
St.  George's  Chapel,  might  be  broken  by  the  concus- 
sion. There  was  no  boom  of  artillery ;  but  the  beDs 
of  the  belfry  of  St.  George's  Chapel  and  the  bells  of 
the  parish  church  rang  out  a  meny  peal — not  so 
much  to  welcome  the  coming  of  the  new  year  and 
beginning  of  the  new  century  (for  the  learned  had 
settled,  after  a  vast  deal  of  popular  controversy,  that 
the  centuiy  had  its  beginning  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1801,  and  not  on  the  1st  of  January,  1800),  but  to 
hail  the  legal  commencement  of  the  Union  with  Ire- 
land, The  sun  shone  brilliantly  on  a  new  standard 
on  the  Round  Tower.  I  had  often  looked  admiringly 
upon  the  old  standard,  tattered  and  dingy  as  it  some- 
times was ;  hut  I  now  beheld  that  this  new  standai-d 
was  not  only  perfect  in  its  shape  and  bright  in  its 
colours,  but  was  wholly  of  an  unaccustomed  pattern. 
There  were  the  arms  of  England  in  the  first  and 
fourth  quarterings;  the  arms  of  Scotland  in  the 
second  quartering ;  and  the  arms  of  Ii-eland  in  the 
third.  But  where  had  vanished  the  fleur-de-lys  ? 
Was  his  gracious  majesty  no  longer  King  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  as  his  style  had  run  in 
all  legal  instruments  in  the  memory  of  man,  and  a 
good  deal  beyond  ?  The  newspapers  said  he  was  now 
to  be  styled  "  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
of  the  XTnited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, King,  Defender  of  the  Faith."  The  good  folks 
of  Windsor  argued  that  the  change  was  ominous  of 
the  departing  glory  of  Old  England. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  I  knew  much  of 
such  matters  in  this  tenth  year  of  my  life ;  but, 


Hosted  by  Google 


nevertheless,  I  knew  something  of  what  was  going 
on  in  my  little  world  of  Windsor,  in  connexion  with 
the  doings  of  the  gi-eat  world  beyond  the  favoured 
home  of  the  king.  I  was  the  only  child  of  a  widowed 
father ;  his  companion  in  his  few  leisure  hours ;  the 
object  of  his  incessant  solicitude.  I  cannot  remem- 
ber myself  as  I  was  painted  at  two  years  old,  in  a 
white  frock  with  a  black  sash — the  indication  that 
I  had  lost  my  mother.  She  was,  as  I  was  told  by 
those  who  knew  her  and  loved  her,  a  most  amiable 
woman,  whose  society  my  father  had  enjoyed  only 
for  a  few  years — the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  yeoman, 
of  Iver,  in  Buckinghamshire.  The  "yeoman"  of 
those  days,  although  a  landed  proprietor,  did  not 
aspire  to  be  called  "esquire."  He  would  now  be 
recognised  as  "  gentleman-farmer."  My  white  frock 
and  black  sash  had  given  place  to  jacket  and  trowsers. 
But  still  I  can  call  to  remembrance  the  nnjoyous 
head  of  the  desolate  household ;  his  passionate 
caresses  of  his  boy ;  his  long  fits  of  gloom  and 
silence.  We  had  little  talk  of  childish  things.  Of 
his  own  childhood  he  never  spake  to  me.  I  came 
to  know,  in  after  years,  that  he  had  been  brought 
up  by  his  relative,  the  Rev.  James  Hampton,  who 
subsequently  earned  an  honourable  fame  as  the 
translator  of  Polybius.  This  learned  man  died  in 
1778.  In  1780,  my  father  was  settled  at  Wiadsor ; 
for  I  have  heard  him  relate  with  some  complacency 
how  he  had  asserted  his  political  independence,  by 
voting  for  Admiral  Keppel  in  that  year ;  "  though," 
according  to  Horace  Walpole,  "  all  the  royal  bakers, 
and  brewers,  and  butchers  voted  against  him."  My 
father  had  qualified  himself  for  his  trade  of  a  book- 
seller, by  his  experience  in  the  house  of  ■ Hors- 
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field,  the  successor  of  the  Knaptons,  both  of  which 
publishers  were  very  eminent  in  their  day.  He  had 
moreover  a  taste  for  literary  composition,  which  he 
professionally  indulged  in  the  useful  labour  of  com- 
piling a  little  work  which  held  its  place  in  many 
editions  for  half  a  century  as  "The  Windsor  Guide." 
I  find  copper-plate  views  accompanying  this  hand- 
book which  bear  the  inscription:  "Published  as  the 
Act  directs  by  Charles  Knight,  Windsor,  March  31st, 
1785."  In  1786  and  1787  he  published  the  first 
celebrated  periodical  written  by  Etonians.  I  possess 
an  interesting  document,  being  the  receipt  to  Charles 
Knight  for  fifty  guineas  "in  full  for  the  copyright  of 
'The  Microcosm,'  a  periodical  work  carried  on  by  us, 
the  undermentioned  persons,  under  the  name  and 
title  of  Gregory  Giiffin.  Eeceived  for  John  Smith, 
Robert  Smith,  John  Frere,  and  self,  George  Canning." 
Of  this  school-boys'  production,  remarkable  for  its 
intrinsic  merits,  but  more  so  for  the  subsequent 
eminence  of  its  writers.  Canning  was  the  working 
Editor.  He  was  thus  brought  into  fiiendly  commu- 
nication with  my  father.  It  was  not  only  when  the 
brilliant  supporter  of  Pitt  was  rising  into  political 
importance,  but  when  he  had  taken  his  place  among 
the  foremost  men  of  his  time,  that  he  had  a  kindly 
feeling  towai-ds  his  first  publisher,  often  calling 
upon  him  with  a  cordial  gi'eeting  when  he  visited 
Windsor. 

As  I  recollect  my  father  when  I  was  a  child  of 
seven  or  eight  years,  he  was  much  occupied  by  his 
business,  for  he  had  become  a  printer  in  addition  to 
his  ti-ade  of  stationer  and  bookseller.  A  considerable 
portion  of  his  time  was  also  spent  on  public  affairs, 
fii-st  of  the  Pai-isb,  and  then  of  the  Corporation.     I 
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was  left  much  to  myself,  except  whon  I  listened 
to  the  oid-wortd  stories  of  the  faithful  seiTant  to 
whose  charge  I  was  committed  by  my  dying  mother 
— how  like  she  was  to  the  Peggotty  of  Dickens ! 
It  was  fortunate,  therefore,  that  I  acquired  veiy 
early  a  taste  for  reading,  I  had  access  to  a  large 
collection  of  books,  and  I  quickly  found  abundant 
consolation  for  my  solitary  hours  in  that  reading 
which,  somewhat  unwisely  I  think,  has  now  been 
supplanted  by  what  is  held  to  be  directly  instructive. 
To  the  child,  Robinson  Crusoe  is,  happily,  not  a 
sealed  book  in  an  educational  age  ;  but  the  "  Seven 
Champions  of  Christendom,"  the  "Arabian  Nigiits," 
the  "Arabian  Tales,"  with  their  wonders  of  the 
"  Dom  Daniel"  (which,  looking  back  upon,  seem  to  nm 
to  have  as  much  poetry  in  them  as  "Thalaba"),  the 
"Tales  of  the  Genii,"  "Gulliver's  Ti-avols,"  "Philip 
Quarll,"  "  Peter  Wilkins,"  and  a  dozen  others,  now 
vanished,  were  not  then  superseded,  either  in  theii- 
original  seductions  or  in  safer  abridgments,  by  the 
tamer  fictions  in  which  moral  and  religious  truths  are 
inculcated.  My  avidity  for  reading,  and,  perhaps, 
the  dangerous  locality  in  which  I  Hved — an  open 
sewer  from  the  Castle  creeping  at  the  back  of  my 
father's  house — made  my  constitution  feeble ;  and 
the  feebleness  ended  in  typhoid  fever.  I  recovered 
slowly,  and  was  taken  for  the  estabhshment  of  my 
health  to  a  farm  which  was  tenanted  by  the  father 
of  my  good  nurse.  I  have  described  what  was  the 
life  of  a  small  farmer  when  I  was  playing  at 
"Farmer's  Boy"  at  Waifield — one  of  the  parishes 
comprised   in   "Windsor  Forest,*      My  host  waa  a 

'  "Oaee  upon  a.  Thus."— The  Farmer's  Kifclien. 
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nktowd  Yotkshireniiui,  from  whom  I  learnt  more 
than  I  could  have  ohtained  from  many  books.  He 
was  a  tenant  on  the  "Walsh  estate,  having  been  placed 
in  this  farm  as  a  reward  for  his  faithful  service 
with  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Sir  John  Walsh, 
before  the  Wai-  of  Independence.  He  would  dis- 
oonrso  to  me  of  the  wonderful  man  who  drew  light- 
ning from  the  skies— the  friend  of  his  own  scientiio 
master  (whose  papers  about  the  Torpedo  and  other 
cnnous  mattere  may  he  read  in  the  Philosophical 
rransactions),  and  he  told  how  Benjamin  Prankhn 
became  a  great  instrument  in  accomphshuig  that 
change  which  had  separated  the  American  States 
from  their  parent  country.  He  would  relate  to  mo 
incidents  of  the  war  about  taxmg  the  colonists 
speaking  rather  from  the  revolutionist  than  the 
loyal  pomt  of  view.  Altogether,  a  plain  good  man 
of  smiple  habits  and  krge  intelligence.  He  and  his 
bustling  wife  lived  in  the  usual  style  of  the  southern 
farmer  of  the  days  of  Arthur  Young,  before  ho  was 
pampered  by  war-priccs  into  Iniurv  and  disphiy 
The  gi-oater  war-time  of  the  French  Kovolution  had 
m  twenty  years  eitinguished  much  of  the  imme- 
diate interest  of  the  half-forgotten  era  of  the  Ame- 


rican war.  My  eiperienced  friend  would  make 
the  stirring  passing  events  of  the  week  known  to 
hi!    household,    in    reading    aloud    the    ••  Beading 


'    —    '^a    cuoiiu    uue       i^eaamg 

Mercury,  which  was  duly  deKvered  at  his  door  by 
an  old  newsman  on  a  shamblmg  pony.  How  eagerly 
we  looked  for  this  messenger,  whose  budget  wonld 
provide  occupation  for  many  a  dull  evenmg  1  Pitt 
and  Fox,  Nelson  and  Bonapai-te,  were  familial- 
names.  Dibdin's  songs  had  found  Uioii-  way  to  this 
Bohtaiy  inland  place.     Invasion   was   a   threat   we 
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despised ;  for  within  a  couple  of  miles  of  our  farm 
was  a  summer-camp  of  regular  soldiers.  I  have 
walked  wonderingly  through  the  lines  of  tents  which 
stretched  across  the  sandy  plain  near  Swinley,  and 
have  hngered  among  the  pickets  till  the  evening  gun 
warned  us  to  move  homeward.  But  our  country  had 
other  protectors  from  our  great  enemy.  It  was  satis- 
factory to  learn,  from  a  popular  song  which  our 
ploughmen  trolled  out,  that — 


1  rMfiive  them  on  shore." 

There  were,  indeed.  Volunteers  before  the  close  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  and  though  they  wore  some- 
what disparagingly  called  "  Loyal  Associations,"  as 
though  they  were  not  soldiers,  I  can  bear  my  testi- 
mony that  at  Windsor  in  their  blue  coats,  black  belts, 
and  round  hats  with  a  beai--skin  over  the  crown,  they 
looked  very  formidable,  although  perhaps  not  quite 
equal  to  suppress  a  riot  for  cheap  bread. 

My  pleasant  months  at  Brock  Hill  FaiTa  came  to 
an  end  ;  and  I  went  home  to  begin  the  dreary  life  of 
a  day-school.  Dreary,  indeed,  it  was ;  for  the  educa- 
tion was  altogether  rote-work  ;  without  the  slightest 
attempt  to  smooth  over  the  difficulties  that  presented 
themselves  in  geographical  names  held  together  by 
no  thread  of  description,  and  in  rules  of  arithmetic, 
to  be  regularly  worked  through  without  the  slightest 
endeavour  to  explain  their  rationale.  The  beginning 
of  the  century  found  me  at  this  school.  I  was  one 
of  the  few  who  leamt  Latin  and  French.  The  same 
emigr4  of  the  Bevolutionary  times  taught  both 
tongues.  I  have  no  doubt  his  Fi-ench  accent  was 
perfect ;  but  his  Latin,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  way 
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in  which  he  read  the  first  line  of  the  ^iield,  was  not 
the  Latin  of  Eton  "  I  do  trow." 

"  Anna  veeroomque  iano,TroJ£e  quee  procmus  ab  orees." 

My  language-master  was  a  pleasant  gentlemanly 
person  who  hated  England  thoroughly.  I  have 
looked  with  him  upon  our  illuminations  of  tallow 
candles  for  some  naval  victory,  and  have  been  dashed 
in  my  confident  belief  that  our  town  guns,  and  our 
belis,  and  the  "  Reading  Mercuiy "  told  the  ti-uth, 
when  he  assured  me  that  this  rejoicing  was  oidy  a 
false  pretence ;  that  it  was  vain  to  expect  that  a 
trampery  island  would  ever  be  able  to  contend 
against  France;  and  that  assuredly  George  IIL 
would  soon  resign  Windsor  Castle  to  t!io  First  Con- 
sul. Nevertheless,  he  prayed  that  he  might  not  see 
the  downfall  of  another  monarchy. 

The  misery  of  the  poor  in  my  native  town  at  the 
beginning:  of  the  centm-y  was  sufficiently  visible  even 
to  my  childish  apprehension.  On  an  evening  of  the 
previous  autumn,  when  I  was  returning  liomeward 
from  a  game  in  the  Pai-k,  I  heard  the  distant  shouts  of 
a  multitude,  and  saw  a  furious  mob  gathering  at  the 
Junction  of  the  streets  near  the  market-place.  I  got 
intfl  the  safety  of  my  home  not  too  soon,  for  tlio  mob 
was  coming  towards  the  baker's  shop  that  was  next 
door.  They  had  smashed  the  windows  of  several 
bakers  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  They  believed, 
as  the  greater  number  of  people  everywhere  believed, 
that  the  high  price  of  corn  was  wholly  occasioned  by 
combinations  of  corn-factors,  meal-men,  ndllers,  and 
bakers ;  and  that  if  these  oppressors  of  the  nation 
could  be  compelled  to  bring  theh-  stores  to  market, 
there  would  bo  abundance  and  cheapness,  and  no 
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possible  chance  of  the  supply  falling  short.  Our 
neighbour  the  baker  hid  himself.  He  cai-ed  little  if 
his  door  were  forced,  and  his  loaves  stolen,  provided 
the  heavy  bos  under  his  bed  were  safe.  That  box, 
as  he  more  than  once  showed  me,  was  full  of  crowns 
and  half  crowns,  with  some  bright  guineas,  which  he 
had  long  boai'ded.  The  reputed  money-hoardera 
were  many  in  our  town — men  and  women  who  had 
no  faith  in  the  Funds  or  the  Bank  of  England.  The 
baker  hid  himself  ia  the  back  bed-room  where  his 
treasure  was.  My  father  from  bis  window  exhorted 
the  people  to  go  home.  I  stood  trembling  behind 
him,  and  was  somewhat  astonished  to  see  how  power- 
ful was  the  iniluence  of  firmness  and  kindness  in 
turning  aside  the  wild  but  unpremeditated  excite- 
ment of  unhappy  and  ignorant  men,  who  were  not 
without  a  sense  of  justice  even  in  their  anger.  There 
were  a  few  more  outbreaks,  as  the  whiter  drew  on  ; 
for  the  price  of  bread  continued  to  rise.  In  Januaiy 
the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf  of  4  lbs.  5|-  ozs.  was 
Is.,  9d.  Windsor  was  always  famous  for  its  charities, 
which,  no  doubt,  were  often  improvidently  bestowed; 
but  this,  at  any  rate,  was  not  a  time  in  which  the  rich 
could  shrink  from  helping  the  poor,  even  if  they  had 
known  that  the  gi'atuitous  distribution  of  provisions 
had  really  a  tendency  to  raise  the  price  of  food. 
And  so  I  looked  upon  crowds  bringing  daily  their 
tickets  to  a  great  empty  house,  which  had  been 
fitted  up  with  coppers,  wherein  unlimited  shins  of 
beef  became  reduced  into  savoury  soup,  and  bushels 
of  rice  were  boiled  into  a  palatable  mess.  The  work 
of  distribution  was  perfonned  under  the  inspection  of 
a  committee,  who  laboured  with  zeal,  if  not  always 
with  judgment.   One  benefit  they  effected  in  addition 
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to  that  of  saving  the  humbler  population  from  the  pains 
of  hunger.  They  gave  time  for  them  to  ask  them- 
selves whether  any  good  would  be  accomplished  by 
threatening  millers  and  bakers  with  summary  ven- 
geance if  they  did  not  lower  the  price  of  meal  and 
bread.  It  was  a  hard  lesson  to  learn,  when  there 
were  few  sound  teachers.  Not  many  of  the  working 
people  could  then  read  the  newspapers ;  but  some 
who  did  read  them  might  tell  their  neighbours  that  it 
was  argued  that  the  excessive  price  of  meal  and  bread 
was  a  hard  thing  to  bear,  but  that  it  was  less  terrible 
than  the  famine  which  would  ensue,  if  fai-mera  and 
millers  and  baliera  could  he  compelled  to  sell  from 
their  small  stores  at  a  price  at  which  every  mouth 
could  be  fed  as  in  yeai-s  of  plenty.  Nevertheless,  the 
educated  and  the  ignorant  would  equally  learn  from 
the  newspapers,  that  great  peers  and  wise  judges  did 
not  altogether  disapprove  of  the  principles  that  led 
to  mill-buming  and  window-breaking.  They  -ivould 
learn  hqw  a  corn-factor  named  Eusby  had  been  found 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  having  purchased  by  sample  in 
the  corn-market  at  Mark  Lane  90  quarters  of  oata 
at  41s.  per  quarter,  and  sold  30  of  them  in  the  same 
market,  on  the  same  day,  at  iis. ;  and  how  the  Loi-d 
Chief  Justice  Kenyon  had  said  to  the  jury,  "  You 
have  confen-ed,  by  your  verdict,  almost  the  greatest 
benefit  on  your  countiy  that  ever  was  conferred  by 
i^iiy  j"ry-"  They  would  learn  how  this  wicked  corn- 
factor  met  with  his  deserts,  even  before  his  sentence 
for  the  crime  of  regrating  had  been  passed  upon  him ; 
for  that  his  house  in  Blackfriai's  Koad  had  been 
gutted  by  an  enraged  populace.  They  would  learn 
how  the  earl  of  "V^arwick  in  the  House  of  Lords  had 
recommended  the  adoption  of  a  maximum,  by  which 
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no  wheat  should  be  sold  at  a  higher  price  than  ten 
shillings  the  bushel ;  and  how  his  lordship  had 
rejoiced  that  no  less  than  four  hundred  convictions 
bad  taken  place  throughout  the  country  for  tove- 
.  stalbng,  regrating,  and  monopolising.  And  why  did 
he  rejoice  t  When  the  man  Rusby,  he  said,  was 
convicted,  the  price  of  oats  was  fifty-two  shillings  per 
quarter ;  but  such  was  the  effect  of  hia  conviction, 
that  the  price  of  oats  fell  from  day  to  day  till  it  came 
as  low  aa  seventeen  shillings  and  sixpence.  Such 
were  the  economic  doctrines  proclaimed  sixty  years 
ago  in  high  places !  Can  we  wonder  that  the  igno- 
rance of  the  people  was  in  perfect  concord  ? 

It  waa  a  gloomy  season,  but  neveitheless  we 
went  on  with  our  usual  course  of  social  observances. 
Valentine's  Day  was  well  kept  amongst  us.  It  was 
a  serious  affair  then  for  a  bachelor  to  send  a  letter 
embellished  with  hearts  and  darts  to  a  lady ;  for  it 
was  held  to  have  a  solemn  meaning.  But  children 
innocently  played  at  Valentines.  I  have  been  led 
blindfolded  to  the  mistress  of  my  affections  in  the 
e-niy  mom  that  no  meaner  divinity  might  meet  my 
tj^es  m  vulgar  chance  should  interfere  with  our 
dehbeiite  choice.  On  St.  Valentine's  eve  some  would 
drawlits  to  determine  which  pair  should  be  regis- 
tered m  Cupid's  Kalendar."  Old  customs  linger 
'ib;)ut  my  e<u-ly  memories,  like  patches  of  sunlight 
in  a  sombre  wood.  On  the  Saturday  before  mid- 
lent  Sunday  the  farmers'  wives  who  kept  their  stalls 
m  oui  market  would  exhibit  their  well-known  pre- 
paration of  boiled  wheat,  which  few  old  housewives 
would  neglect  to  purchase.  On  that  fourth  Sunday 
in  Ijent,  I  regularly  feasted  on  Furmety,  with  a  lady 
who  was  cai-efuily  observant  of  ancient  usages.    Does 
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any  one  in  the  southern  counties  now  know  the  taste 
of  this  once  famous  dish,  made  of  boiled  wheat 
prepared  in  the  farmer's  household,  and  having  been 
a  second  time  boiled  in  milk  with  plums,  was  sei-ved 
sugared  and  spiced  in  a  tureen  ?  In  the  West,  the 
custom  ia  still  as  duly  regarded  as  the  rite  of  the 
pancake  on  Shrove  Tuesday.  The  first  of  May 
was  scarcely  saluted  "with  our  early  song."  But 
in  this  May  of  1801,  there  was  a  great  ceremony  at 
Wmdsor,  in  which  I  bore  a  humble  part.  On  the 
10th  of  May  the  custom  of  perambulating  the 
pai-ish,  which  bad  been  in  disuse  since  17S3,  was 
revived,  with  wondrous  feastings.  The  printed  recoi-d 
of  these  doings  for  three  days  takes  me  back  into 
the  scenes  of  my  cliildhood.  There,  still,  my  "little 
footsteps  lightly  print  the  ground."  The  popula- 
tion of  Windsor  gave  themselves  up  for  three  days 
to  singing  psalms  at  boundary  oaks,  and  carousing 
at  boundaiy  housea  A  good  deal  of  the  winter's 
gloom  was  passing  away.  The  spring  was  fine.  The 
price  of  the  quartern  loaf  had  been  rapidly  falling 
from  the  Is.  lO^d.  of  the  5th  of  March  (the 
highest  price  it  ever  attained),  to  the  Is.  6ld.  of  the 
7th  of  May.  The  king,— who  had  been  shut  up  in 
the  queen's  lodge  from  the  14th  of  Febiiiaiy  to  the 
16th  of  March,  with  what  the  physicians  called  "  cold 
and  fever,"  but  which  we  now  know  to  have  been 
insanity, — was  again  ti-udging  early  to  the  dairy  at 
Frogmore ;  or  riding  at  a  very  gentle  pace  after  his 
haniers;  or  travelling  once  a  week  to  London  to 
meet  his  Council,  where  Ui:  Pitt  was  no  longer  the 
presiding  genius.  Our  loyal  people  said  that  the 
minister  had  justly  forfeited  the  favour  of  "  the  best 
of  kings,"  by  trying  to  make  him  violate  liis  coro- 
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nation  oath.  To  me,  as  to  much  older  pei-sons,  the 
removal  of  a  great  statesman  from  the  goveiiuiient 
of  the  kingdom  was  less  important  than  the  things 
■which  concerned  our  borough  and  parish ;  and  of  such 
was  our  Perambulation. 

Gi'eat  were  the  preparations  for  our  "Rogation 
days  of  Procession."  Mindful  of  the  order  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  that  the  cm^ate  on  such  occasions  "  shall 
admonish  the  people  to  give  thanks  to  God  in  the 
beholding  of  God's  benefits,"  our  vicar  and  churchwar- 
dens were  solicitous  that  there  should  be  unusual 
s-tore  of  benefits  to  behold.  And  so  it  is  recoixied  in 
the  churchwardens'  "Book  of  Benefactions  and 
Charities,"*  how  sundry  letters  were  written  to  the 
ownei-s  and  occupiers  of  boundary  houses^  to  remind 
them  that,  in  former  times,  entertainment,  whetlier 
of  a  barrel  of  ale  and  bread  and  cheese,  or  a  "  gen- 
teel" dinner,  with  wine  to  correspond,  was  provided 
for  the  wayfarer's,  rich  and  poor,  who  thus  laboured 
to  preserve  their  paiish  rights  and  liberties.  Gene- 
rous were  the  answers  from  all,  except  from  the 
ti-easm^er  to  the  College  of  Windsor,  "who  cast  a 
damp  upon  the  business,  observing  that  it  was  a 
waste  of  victuals  and  viands  when  everything  was 
deal-."  The  chronicle  of  the  perambidation  was  duly 
printed  for  the  edification  of  those  who  were  par- 
takers of  the  solemnity,  and  for  the  bewilderment  of 
all  future  topographers.  It  was  a  glorious  tenth  of 
May,  when,  after  morning  service  at  our  old  church, 
we  mai-ched  from  the  Town  Hall  —  mayor,  vicar, 
curate,  charity  children,  inhabitants — two  and  two  ; 
boys  hke  myself  clinging  to  their  fathers'   skirts. 

•  "Annril3pfWm(lB0r;"1jyMr.  Tiglic  and  Mr,  Dtiyis  Vol.  II., 
pp.  550  to  663. 
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We  came  to  the  fii-st  boundaty  house,  at  the  bottom 
of  Peascod  Street  The  psalm  was  eung ;  tlie  wine 
was  dnmk  "  by  the  respectable  parts  of  the  com- 
pany," according  to  the  record.  Then  comea  an 
entry,  which,  even  at  this  distance  of  time,  produces 
a  qualm  in  my  stomach  :  "  We  proceeded  northward, 
along  the  west  side  of  the  ditch ;  crossed  the  road 
in  Gfoswell  Lane  and  the  ditch  at  the  bottom  of 
George  Street  on  planks,  and  kept  the  drain  that 
mns  from  the  houses  in  Thames  Street."  All  the 
lower  parts  of  Windsor  were  then  drain  or  ditch. 
The  ditch — the  black  ditch— predominated.  Never 
waa  there  such  a  sink  of  impurity  as  my  native 
town.  Those  pleasant  fields,  the  Goswells,  which 
in  winter  were  flooded,  were  in  spring,  summer, 
and  autumn,  pestilent  with  black  ditches.  The 
railroad  has  there  swept  away  these  hon-ors.  The 
authorities  have  also  found  out  that  the  smaller 
black  ditches  of  every  alley  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  the  poor's  rate.  But  in  my  early  days 
these  things  were  unheeded.  In  the  Bachelor's 
Acre  the  "  little  victims "  played  by  the  side  of  a 
great  open  cesspool,  kept  brimming  and  overflowing 
by  drains  disgorging  from  every  street.  The  Court 
sniffed  this  filthy  reek.  In  the  fields  ai-ound  Frog- 
more  it  tainted  the  cowslip  and  the  hawthorn 
blossom.  Municipal  or  royal  dignitaries  never  in- 
terfered to  abate  or  remove  the  nuisance.  In  truth, 
the  word  nuisance  had  scarcely  then  found  a  place 
in  our  language  in  a  sanitary  sense.  Foul  ditches, 
crossed  on  planks,  scarcely  disturbed  the  usual  com- 
placency of  the  perambulatoi-s,  for  there  was  a 
dmner  in  prospect,  at  her  majesty's  house  at  Frog- 
more.     I  was   with    my    father,    as    one  of  the  fa- 
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poured  guests  in  the  "  stato  parlour,"  wliere  Major 
Piice  presided.  The  cliurcliwai-dens'  book  records 
that  "a  gentleman  who  accompanied  us  sung  a  song 
or  two,  by  pennission."  How  well  I  remember  that 
faceuious  song  of  the  "learned  pig;"  how  often  has 
it  been  brought  to  my  mind  in  recent  yeai's,  in  the 
acquaintance  of  the  very  gentleman  who  sang  a  song 
or  two — the  indefatigable,  good-tempei-ed,  self-satis- 
fied, pushing  and  puffing  John  Britton,  who,  then  in 
his  thirtieth  year,  was  at  Windsor,  occupied  in  a 
topographical  work  which  was  commencing  to  be 
published,  "  The  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales." 
He  is  gone,  having  done  good  service  in  his  day  by 
wedding  archeology  to  a  high  style  of  illustrative 
art.  The  Frograore  dinner  was  over.  I  was  tired ;  but 
perambulating  was  too  pleasant  to  be  readily  relin- 
quished. The  next  day  I  was  tramping  by  the  side 
of  a  "  bosky  bourn  "  to  Cranboum,  then  a  lodge, 
which  I  had  been  told  had  as  many  windows  as 
there  are  days  in  the  year.  How  changed  is  aU  tliis 
forest  scene  I  The  lodge  has  been  demolished.  Many 
of  the  grand  old  sapless  oaks  have  been  hewn 
down.  New  plantations  cover  the  plain  which  was 
sixty  years  ago  a  wilderness  of  fern.  The  beauty  of 
the  distiict  is  more  ornate  than  of  old.  But  nothing 
can  destroy  tlie  noble  features  of  the  site  of  Cran- 
boum, whether  called  Great  Park  or  Forest,  Another 
royal  dinner  solaced  our  second  day's  mareh.  The 
third  day's  perambulation  took  ns  to  Surly  Hall  and 
The  Willoi^'s— familiar  scenes  to  every  Etonian.  The 
Church  was  not  as  bountiful  as  the  Crown  when  we 
had  returned  to  the  boundary  house  at  the  foot  of 
the  Hundred  Steps.  The  dean  and  canons  had  pro- 
vided, it  is  chronicled,  "  a  dinniir  and  a  dozen  of  wine." 
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Our  way  to  the  Town  Hall  was  up  the  narrow 
Thames-street,  the  whole  castle  side  of  the  road  from 
the  Hundi-ed  Steps  to  Henry  the  Eighth's  gateway 
being  then,  and  long  after,  crowded  with  houses. 
Some  of  the  meanest  character,  and  with  the  most 
disreputable  occupiers,  were  the  property  of  no  one, 
but  were  tenanted  under  what  was  termed  "  key- 
hold."  They  have  all  been  swept  away.  The  rubbish 
that  grew  up  under  the  castle  walls  has  been  cleared, 
even  as  the  social  rubbish  has  been  cleared  which 
hid  a  good  deal  of  the  gi^andeur  of  our  Coi^titutional 
Monarchy. 

About  this  period  my  father  took  me  to  London, 
The  journey  from  oiu-  town  to  the  "White  Horse 
Cellar  m  Piccadilly  was  satisfactoiily  performed  in 
the  usual  time  of  five  hours,  and  a  littie  more.  As 
the  night  had  closed  in,  I  stood  at  the  door  of  the 
well-aecustomed  hotel,  and  looked  with  unspeakable 
wonder  upon  the  long  line  of  brilliancy  to  the  east 
and  to  the  west.  Our  lamps,  few  and  far  between, 
were  as  farthiug  rushlights  compared  to  this  blaze 
from  patent  roflectoi-s.  I  knew  not  that  even  this 
radiance  would,  like  the  glowworm  iu  the  matin 
light,  "pale  its  uneffectual  fii-e,"  by  the  side  of  the 
illumination  without  oil  or  wick.  I  saw  the  sights 
which  most  boys  were  then  taken  to  see,  such  as  the 
jewels  in  the  Tower,  and  the  wax-work  in  the  Abbey. 
But  for  one  sight  I  was  unprepared,  I  was  led  along 
a  somewhat  dark  passage  up  a  nan-ow  stair ;  and 
there — (oh  1  that  my  mind  could  ever  again  feel,  at 
the  contemplation  of  the  most  sublime  or  the  most 
beautiful  object  of  nature,  as  it  felt  at  tha,t  moment) 
— there  lay  my  beloved  Windsor,  stretched  at  my 
feet.     I   screamed  with   an  agony  of  pleasure.     I 
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knew  that  I  was  in  London  ;  but  th,eTe  were  spread 
before  me  the  pai-k,  where  I  was  wont  to  play ;  the 
teiTaces,  where  I  had  used  to  gaze  upon  the  distant 
hills;  the  river,  whose  osier  bowers  were  as  familiar 
to  me  as  my  own  little  garden ;  the  steep  and  narrow 
streets,  which  I  then  thought  the  perfection  of  archi- 
tecture ;  the  very  house  in  which  I  was  boi'n.  I  rubbed 
my  eyes ;  I  was  awake ;  the  scene  was  still  there. 
I  strained  my  ears,  and  I  fancied  I  could  hear  the 
cawing  of  the  rooks  in  those  c4d  towers.  It  was  with 
difficulty  that  I  could  be  di-agged  away ;  and  when  I 
came  out  into  the  garish  sunshine  of  Leicester 
Square,  and  saw  the  bustling  ci'owds,  and  heard  the 
din  of  the  anxious  city,  I  was  reluctantly  convinced 
that  I  had  looked  upon  a  picture,  called  a  panorama. 
The  bird's-eye  i-epresentation,  in  one  compact  group- 
ing, of  objects  which  I  had  previously  looked  upon 
singly,  has  left  an  impression  upon  my  memory 
which  will  assist  me  m  tracing  one  of  my  own  boyi^ 
perambulations  about  Windsor  Castle, 

It  is  the  Saturday  half-holiday  at  my  day-school. 
The  afternoon  is  bright  and  frosty.  The  rains  which 
have  flooded  the  low  lands  of  the  Thames  have 
ceased.  I  can  again  ramble  in  the  upper  park. 
Castle  Street,  in  which  I  live,  has  a  continuation  of 
houses  up  to  the  Queen's  Lodge,  in  which  the  King 
dwells  at  his  Castle  foot.  There  is  nothing  to  sepa- 
rate the  Castle  Hill  from  the  town  but  a  small 
gateway,  which  bears  the  insciiption,  "Elizabetheo 
Regime,  xiii.,  1572."  Beyond  the  gate  are  substan- 
tial houses,  inhabited  by  good  families.  In  one  of 
those  near  the  Lodge  once  dwelt  Mrs.  Lelany,  at 
whose  door  the  King  would  unceremoniously  enter,  as 
ho  entered  in  a  December  twilight  and  caught  Fanny 
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Bumey  playing  at  puss-in-the-eoraer.  This  house  is 
shut  up  in  these  my  eaily  school  days.  It  is 
haunted,  and  the  fact  is  proved  by  a  broken  win- 
dow-pane, through  which  the  sentiy  had  thrust  his 
bayonet  when  he  saw  the  apparition.  I  pass  the 
i-ailings  which  enclose  the  lawn  before  the  Lodge, 
and  I  reach  the  irou  gates  which  tei-minate  the  road. 
No  gate-keeper  is  there  to  bar  the  entrance  even  of 
beggai's  and  vagrants.  There  is  an  old  half-crazy 
woman  in  an  oil-skin  coat,  who  opens  the  gate  in 
the  hope  of  a  halfpenny.  Such  is  the  "  state  and 
anciently"  upon  which  the  inmates  of  the  royal 
Lodge  look  out.  School  boys,  with  then-  kites  and 
hoops  and  cricket-bats,  have  fi-ee  admission  through 
these  gates.  It  is  the  common  footpath  to  Datchet. 
There  is  another  footpath  which  leads  to  the  dairy 
at  £^-ogmore,  of  which  I  may  hereafter  speak.  I 
walk  by  the  well-trodden  Datchet  path  to  the  edge 
of  the  table-land  forming  the  north  side  of  the  upper 
park,  and  I  reach  the  descent,  windmg  amidst  old 
thorns  and  oaks,  called  Dod's  Hill.  My  onward 
walk  is  stopped,  for  the  lower  pai'k  is  flooded.  I 
turn  back  and  mount  the  broad  ilight  of  steps  which 
lead  to  the  south  terrace.  This  is  no  privileged 
region  for  maids  of  honour  and  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber alone  to  enjoy.  The  entire  terrace  is  free 
to  the  commonalty.  The  town  boys  here  play  at 
follow  my  leader,  and  feai-lessly  inn  along  the  parapet, 
whether  on  the  south,  the  east,  or  the  north  sides. 
No  one  looks  out  of  windows  draperied  or  imdraperied, 
for  no  one  dwells  there,  except,  on  the  north  side, 
Mr.  James  Wyatt,  the  Siureyor-General.  He  has 
been  busy  about  the  Castle  for  a  year  or  two.  A  few 
of  the  mean  circular-headed  windows— by  which  the 
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Upper  couvt  was  deformed,  when  Wren,  at  the  com- 
uiand  of  Charles  II.,  tiied  to  obliterate  the  old  fort- 
ress chai'a«ter  of  the  building— are  beuig  gothicised. 
The  Stai-  building  on  the  north  terrace  is  undergoing 
the  same  process.  The  patchwork  system  of  improve- 
ments which  is  going  forward,  a  window  at  a  time, 
appears  very  utilike  the  exercise  of  a  royal  will. 
The  war  absorbs  the  revenues  of  the  State,  leaving 
little  or  nothing  for  art.  I  come  up  the  paltry 
wooden  staii-s  that  lead  from  the  north  teixace.  I 
look  into  the  Qua.di'ar^le,  which  issohtary  and  silent, 
except  where  a  stonemason  or  two  are  at  work.  I 
pass  through  the  Norman  gateway,  by  the  brick 
wall  of  the  Round  Tower  gai-den,  to  a  pile  of  ugly 
buildings — the  guard-house,  and  its  canteen,  the 
Royal  Standard.  Adjoining  the  Deaneiy  is  a  ruinous 
building  called  Wolsey's  Tomb-house.  St.  George's 
Chapel  has  been  restored  and  beautified ;  but  this 
building  has  been  neglected  since  the  days  of  James 
the  Second,  when  it  was  a  Roman  Cathohc  Chapel 
I  come  home  thi'ough  Henry  the  Eighth's  gateway, 
the  rooms  of  which,  then,  or  a  little  before,  were  used 
as  a  Court  of  Record,  whose  jurisdiction  extended  over 
the  forest  of  Windsor  comprising  many  parishes. 
Here,  under  the  arch,  was  the  prison  of  this  "  Castle 
Coui-t,"  which  in  1790  was  described  as  a  disgrace 
to  the  sight  and  to  the  feelings.  I  have  seen  the 
gi-ated  windows  of  this  prison,  which  was  called  "  the 
Colehouae."  At  the  begmning  of  the  century  it  was 
converted  into  a  guard-room. 

From  the  circumstance  that  there  was  no  carriage- 
[■oad  from  the  Castle  or  the  Queen's  Lodge,  except 
through  the  town,  it  resulted  that  the  King  and  his 
family  were  for  ever  in  the  public  eye.    There  was  a 
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lawn  behind  the  Lodge  in  whicli  their  privacy  would 
be  undisturbed;  but  there  was  no  other  placo  iu 
which  strangers  or  neighbours  might  not  gaze  upon 
them  or  jostle  them.  The  propinquity  of  the  town, 
and  the  C(     '     '  ''  " 


the  town,  made  every  movement  of  the  Court  familiar 
to  the  lieges.  Royalty  lived  in  a  glass  house.  There 
■was  no  resti-aint  in  these  movements.  What  the 
gossiping  and  inquiring  gentleman  who  dwelt  up  tho 
hill  said  and  did ;  how  his  daughters  were  dressed, 
and  how  they  nodded  to  their  friend,  the  linen-draper,' 
as  he  bowed  at  his  shop-door ;  how  the  good  man's 
lady  was  somewhat  more  reserved,  but  always  gracious 
— ^these  matters  mixed  themselves  up  as  familiarly 
with  the  town  talk  as  if  the  personages  were  the 
squire  of  the  village  and  his  family,  who  sat  in  the 
great  pew  every  Sunday.  Out  of  the  observation  of 
this  antiquated  publicity  was  Peter  Pindar  made. 

"The  works  of  the  sublime  bard  are  sold  pubhcly 
at  Windsor."  Thus  writes  this  once-famous  Dr. 
Wolcott  of  his  qwn  ribald  lyiics,  which  he  says  "  are 
now  in  the  libraiy  at  the  Queen's  palace  ;"  adding, 
"  his  Majesty  has  written  notes  on  the  odes."  As  I 
remember,  there  was  no  secresy  obaeiTed  in  the  sale 
of  these  popular  satires,  although  they  might,  per- 
chance, come  under  the  notice  of  the  illustrious 
objects  of  their  ridicule, 

"  Who  down  at  "Windsor  daily  go  a-shopping, 
Thcii'  heads,  right  royal,  into  houses  popping." 

In  my  boyish  experience  I  never  saw  the  King 
accompanying  the  Queen  and  Princesses  in  their 
frequent  visits  to  the  shops  of  Windsor.  The  prints 
in  which  the  royal  pair  ai-e  represented  as  haggiino- 
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with  their  tradesmen,  and  cheapening  their  morchan- 
dise,  were  the  pi'oductions  of  fifteen  yeaj-s  before  the 
opening  of  the  nineteenth  centuiy.  But  I  have  ofton 
bowed  to  George  III.  in  the  upper  park,  as  he  waJhed 
to  his  daily  at  Frogmore,  and  passed  me  as  I  was 
hunting  for  mushrooms  in  the  short  grass  on  some 
dewy  morning.  He  had  an  extraordinary  faculty  of 
recognizing  everybody,  young  or  old  ;  ^d  he  knew 
something  of  the  chai'acter  and  affairs  of  most  persons 
who  lived  under  the  shadow  of  his  castle.  There  was 
ever  a  successor  to  the  famous  court  barber, 
"  Eamus,  called  BiJly  by  the  best  of  kinga," 

who  could  retail  the  cun-ent  scandal  of  our  "Little 
Podlington,"  as  ho  presided  over  the  royal  toilet, 
The  scandal  was  forgotten  with  the  laugh  which  it 
excited 

My  early  familijwity  with  the  person  of  George  III. 
might  have  abated  something  in  my  mind  of  the 
divinity  which  doth  hedge  a  king ;  but  it  has  left  an 
impression  of  the  homely  kindness  of  his  nature, 
which  no  subsequent  knowledge  of  his  despotic  ten- 
dencies. Lis  chei-ished  political  hatreds,  and  his  obsti- 
nate prejudices  as  a  sovereign,  can  make  me  lay 
aside.  There  was  a  magnanimity  about,  the  man  in 
his  forgetfuhioss  of  the  petty  offences  of  very  humble 
people,  who  did  not  come  aci-oss  his  will,  although 
they  might  appear  indiscreet  or  even  dangerous  in 
their  supposed  principles.  Sir  Kichard  Phillips,  with 
somewhat  of  a  violation  of  confidence,  printed  in  his 
"Monthly  Magazme"  an  anecdote  of  George  III. 
which  was  told  him  by  my  father.  Soon  after  the 
publication  of  Paine's  "Rights  of  Man,"  in  1791, 
— before  the  work  was  declared  libellous,— the  King 
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was  wandering  about  Windsor  early  on  a  summer 
morning,  and  was  heard  calling  out "  Knight,  Knight !" 
in  the  shop  whose  shutters  were  just  opened.  My 
father  made  his  appearance  as  quickly  as  possible,  at 
the  sound  of  the  well-known  voice,  and  he  beheld 
his  Majesty  quietly  seated,  reading  with  marked 
attention.  Late  on  the  preceding  evening  a  parcel 
from  Paternoster  Row  had  been  opened,  and  its 
miscoUaneons  contents  were  exposed  on  the  counter. 
HoiTor  !  the  King  has  taken  up  the  dreadful  "  Eighte 
of  Man,"  which  advocated  the  French  Revolution  in 
reply  to  Burke.  Absorbed  Majesty  continued  reading 
for  half  an  bom-.  The  King  went  away  without 
a  remark ;  but  he  never  afterwards  expressed  his 
displeasure,  or  withdrew  his  countenanca  Peter 
Pindar's  incessant  endeavours  to  represent  the  King 
as  a  garrulous  simpleton  were  more  hkely  to  provoke 
the  laughter  of  his  family,  than  to  suggest  any  desire 
to  stifle  the  poor  jests  by  those  terrors  of  the  law 
which  might  have  been  easily  commanded.  It  was 
the  same  with  the  people.  The  amusements  which 
the  satirist  ridiculed,  when  he  told  of  a  monai'ch 

"  Who  rams,  and  ewea,  and  lambs,  and  bnUooks  fed," 

were  pursuits  congenial  to  the  English  taste,  and  not 
incompatible  with  the  most  diligent  performance  of 
public  duty.  The  daubs  of  the  caricaturist  pro- 
voked no  contempt  for  "Farmer  George  and  his 
Wife."  The  sneers  of  the  rhymester  at  "  sharp  and 
pmdent  economic  kings," — at  the  parsimony  which 
prescribed  that  at  the  breaking  up  of  a  royal  card 
party  "the  candles  should  be  immediately  blown 
out," — fell  harmless  upon  Windsor  ears.  Blowing 
out  of  was  candles,  leaving  the  guests  or  eongre- 
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gation  in  the  dark,  was  the  invariable  practice  of 
royal  aud  ecclesiastical  oEGcials.  At  St.  George's 
Chapel,  the  instant  the  benediction  was  pronounced, 
vergers  and  choiistera  blew  out  the  lights.  Per- 
quisites were  the  law  of  all  service.  The  good- 
natured  King  respected  the  law  as  one  of  our  insti- 
tutions. He  dined  eaiiy.  The  Queen  dined  at  an 
hour  then  deemed  late.  He  wrote  or  read  in  his  own 
uncarpeted  room,  till  the  time  when  he  joiued  his 
family  in  the  di"awing-room.  One  evening,  on  a 
sudden  recollection,  he  went  back  to  his  Kbi-aiy. 
The  wax-candles  were  still  burning.  When  he 
i-etui-ned,  the  page,  whose  especial  duty  was  about 
tlie  King's  person,  followed  his  Majesty  in,  and  was 
thus  addressed,  "  Clarke,  Clai'ke,  you  should  mind 
your  pei-quisites.  I  blew  out  the  candies."  The 
King's  savings  were  no  savings  to  the  nation.  In 
1812  it  was  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
the  wax  lights  for  Windsor  Castle  cost  ten  thousand 
a  year. 

There  were  abundant  opportunities  for  every 
stranger  to  gaze  upon  the  King  and  his  family.  The 
opportunities  were  so  abundant  that  his  Majesty's 
neighbours  of  "Windsor  did  not  manifest  any  great 
solicitude  to  look  i  n  th  }  1  person.  Duly  every 
Wednesday  his  tra  II  ng  s.  s^e  passed  down  the 
Castle  Hill,  preced  d  and  i  11  'ed  by  some  twenty 
light  horse.  A  u  1  r  a  lev^  at  St.  James's 
demanded  the  royal  }  n  I  remember  that  his 
Majesty's  saddlei  to  d  at  hib  door  in  a  cocked  hat 
and  bowed  most  reverentially,  on  these  weekly  jour- 
neyings.  Once  a  month  the  King  went  to  receive 
the  recorder's  report, — that  awful  duty  of  which  great 
stiitesmon   and    lawyci-s    then    thought   so   lightly. 
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Seldom  were  there  fewer  than  four  or  sis  convicts, 
male  and  female,  left  for  execution.  That  all  should 
be  respited  is  chronicled  as  a  rare  occurrence.  The 
severe  administration  of  the  law  produced  no  dimi- 
nution of  crime.  In  those  days  we  lived  in  fear  of 
highwaymen  and  footpads.  Three  gentlemen  from 
the  City — bearing  the  well-known  names  of  MeUish, 
Bosanquet,  and  Pole,  potentates  in  the  money  market 
— were  flattered  by  his  Majesty's  attention  to  them  in 
commanding  that  a  deer  of  much  speed  and  bottom 
should  be  turned  out  for  their  diversion  at  Langley 
Broom.  The  party  hilariously  dined  at  Salt  Hill, 
after  ft  glorious  run.  On  their  return,  when  near 
the  Magpies  on  Hounslow  Heath  they  were  robbed 
by  three  footpads.  Not  content  with  their  plunder, 
one  of  the  robbers  fired  a  pistol  into  the  caniaga 
The  ball  entered  the  forehead  of  Mr.  MeUish,  and 
he  died  at  the  Magpies.  Hounslow  Heath,  Maiden- 
head Thicket,  Langley  Broom,  were  the  resoiis 
of  desperadoes,  who  clustered  round  "Windsor  as 
brigands  still  cluster  round  Eome.  At  the  root  of 
the  evil  in  England  was  the  inefiicient  and  corrupt 
administi-ation  of  the  lesser  functionaries.  In  the 
Papal  States  brigandage  is  only  a  part  of  the  general 
misnile.  Robbers,  with  us,  escaped  till  the  police- 
officer  could  obtain  his  "biood-money,"  the  measure 
of  the  marauder's  iniquity  being  full,  Ten'or  had  no 
permanent  influence.  In  the  "Annual  Register" 
for  1799  is  this  record  :  "  Hain^  has  been  hung  in 
chains  on  Hounslow  Heath  between  the  two  roads." 
In  180i,  as  I  was  riding  home  from  school,  the  man 
who  accompanied  me  proposed  to  show  me  something 
curious.  Between  the  two  roads,  near  a  clnmp  of 
firs,  was  a  gibbet,  on  which  two  bodies   hung  in 
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chains.  The  chains  rattled;  the  iron  plates  scai-coly 
held  the  gibhet  together;  the  rags  of  the  highway- 
men disphijed  their  hoiiible  skeletons,  That  was  a 
holiday  sight  for  a  schoolboy,  sixty  yeara  ago  I 

The  most  attractive  of  all  the  gatherings  of  crowds 
to  gaze  on  royalty  was  the  Terrace.  Before  the 
Castle  was  inhabited  by  the  Ejng  and  his  family,  the 
music-room  on  the  eastern  side  had  been  fitted  up, 
and  here  the  Cour^t  repaired  on  Sunday  evenings. 
Dr.  Bumey,  writing  to  his  daughter  Fanny  (then 
Madame  D'Arblay)  in  July,  1799,  has  a  moat  enthu- 
siastic appreciation  of  the  joys  of  Windsor  Terrace. 
"  I  never  saw  it  more  crowded  or  gay.  The  Pai-k 
was  almost  full  of  happy  people — farmers,  servants, 
tradespeople,  all  in  Elysium"  On  the  Terrace  he 
walked  amidst  a  ci'owd  of  "  the  fii-st  people  in  the 
kingdom  for  rank  and  office.  ....  All  was  cheerfid- 
ness,  gaiety,  and  good  humour,  such  as  the  subjects 
of  no  other  monarch,  I  believe,  on  earth  enjoy  at 
pr^ent."  Thus  "  vcyir  tout  couleur  de  rose"  makes 
life  move  pleasantly  even  to  such  as  Dr.  Bumey,  who 
had  been  doomed  "  in  suing  long  to  bide."  He  was 
perhaps  seeking  no  advancement  in  1799 ;  but  in 
17S6  he  had  been  sagaciously  advised  to  walk  upon 
the  Ten-ace.  "  The  King  will  understand."  Tlie 
crowd  of  "  the  first  people  in  the  kingdom  "  had  many 
of  them  the  same  belief  in  the  sagacity  of  the  King. 
The  dean  was  there,  looking  for  a  bishopric ;  the  rich 
incumbent  was  there,  looking  for  a  deanery ;  the 
plui-aJist  was  there,  lookii^  for  a  richer  benefice  than 
his  smaller  one  of  poor  five  hundred  a  year.  It  was 
a  time  when  the  Crown  had  more  to  say  in  the  choice 
of  church  dignitaries,  and  in  tho  mode  of  disposing 
of  rich  hvingg,  than  in  the  present  degenerate  times, 
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when  the  chancellor  and  the  prime  minister  have 
advisers  to  regulate  their  patronage  upon  parliamen- 
tary principles.  The  Terrace,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century,  was  not  strictly  an  institution 
that  was  in  accordance  with  the  ordinary  religious 
habits  of  the  King's  life.  As  carriage  after  carriage 
rolled  up  the  Castle  Hill,  until  a  file  of  caniages, 
having  discharged  their  aristocratic  occupants,  filled 
the  space  from  the  Terrace  steps  to  the  centre  of  the 
town,  there  were  unquestionably  such  violations  of 
Sunday  observances  as  Bishop  Porteus  remonstrated 
against  and  Wilberforce  groaned  over.  There  were 
many  anomalies  in  those  days,  and  this  was  one  of 
them.  I  thought  httle  then  of  such  matters.  I  sat 
upon  the  low  Terrace  wall ;  listened  to  the  two  bands 
— the  Queen's  and  that  of  the  Staffordshire  Militia ; 
wondered  at  garters  upon  gouty  legs,  and  at  great 
lords  looking  like  valets  in  the  Wiadsor  uniform ;  saw 
the  sun  go  down  as  the  gay  company  dispersed,  and 
was  gratified,  if  not  altogether  "in  Elysium." 

On  one  of  these  occasions — it  was  in  1S04 — I  saw 
Mr.  Pitt.  He  was  waiting  among  the  crowd  till 
the  timo  when  the  King  and  Queen  should  come 
forth  from  a  small  sido-door,  and  descend  the  steps 
whicli  led  to  the  level  of  the  Eastern  Terrace.  A 
queer  position  this  for  the  man  who  was  at  that 
moment  the  arbiter  of  European  affairs ;  who  was  to 
decide  whether  continental  kings  were  to  draw  their 
swords  at  the  magical  word  "Subsidy;"  upon  whom 
a  few  were  looking  with  soixow  in  the  belief  that  he 
had  forfeited  the  pledge  he  had  given  when  England 
and  Ireland  became  an  United  Kingdom,  and  whom 
the  many  regarded  as  the  pilot  who  had  come  to  his 
senses,  and  who  could  now  be  trusted  with  the  vessel 
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of  the  state  in  the  becahned  waters  of  iufcolerauee. 
Soon  was  the  ministei'  walking  side  hy  side  with  the 
sovereign,  who,  courageous  as  he  was,  had  a  diead  of 
his  great  servant  till  lie  had  manacled  him.  It  was 
aomething  to  me,  even  this  once,  to  have  seen  Mr. 
Pitt  The  face  and  figure  and  deportment  of  the 
man  gave  a  precision  to  my  subsequent  conceptioa  of 
him  as  one  of  the  reahties  of  history.  The  immo- 
hihty  of  those  features,  the  erectnesa  of  that  form, 
told  of  one  horn  to  command.  The  loftiness  and 
bi-eadth  of  the  foi-ehead  spoke  of  sagaoity  and  firm- 
ness— the  quick  eye,  of  eloquent  promptitude— the 
nose  (I  cannot  pass  over  that  remarkable  feature, 
though  paintei-s  and  sculptors  failed  to  repro- 
duce it),  the  nose,  eoraewhat  twisted  out  of  the 
perpendicular,  made  his  enemies  say  his  face  was  as 
crooked  as  his  pohcy.  I  saw  these  characteristics, 
or  had  them  pointed  out  to  me  afterwards.  But  the 
Rmile,  revealing  the  charm  of  his  inner  nature — that 
was  to  win  the  love  of  his  intimates,  but  it  was  not 
for  vulgar  observation. 

Loudly  and  rapidly  did  his  Majesty  always  talk  as 
the  royal  cortege  moved  up  and  down,  amidst  the 
double  line  of  his  subjects  duteously  bowing  or  curt- 
seying, and  graciously  rewarded  with  nods  and  smiles 
from  Queen  and  Princesses  when  any  familiar  face 
was  recognised.  "  How  do  you  do.  Dr.  Bumey  'i "  said 
tlie  King,  "  Why,  you  are  grown  fat  and  young !  Why, 
you  used  to  he  as  thin  as  Dr.  Lind."  What  mattered 
it  to  Dr.  Lind,  who  was  close  at  hand,  that  crowds, 
noble  or  plebeian,  should  then  direct  their  eyes  to  the 
tall  gentleman,  who  is  deeciibed  by  Dr.  Burney  as  "  a 
mere  lath  "  1  From  my  eai-ly  years  was  the  person 
well  known  to  me  of  that  good  physician.     He  inter- 
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ested  mo,  as  I  leamt  that  he  had  been  round  the 
world  with  Captain  Cook.  He  had  stood  at  my  bed- 
side with  another  friend,  Mr.  Battiscomb,  the  royal 
apothecary,  as  I  hovered  between  life  and  death ; 
when,  as  my  good  nurse  afterwai-ds  told  me,  she 
thought  it  was  all  over,  for  they  shook  their  heads 
and  talked  Latin.  Miss  Bumey  writes  of  Br.  Lind, 
in  1785,  "  He  is  maniediind  settled  here,  and  follows, 
as  much  as  he  can  get  practice,  his  profession ;  but 
his  taste  for  tricks,  conundiums,  and  queer  things, 
makes  people  fearful  of  bis  trying  experiments  upon 
their  constitutions,  and  think  him  a  better  conjuror 
than  physician."  He  has  often  charmed  me  with  a 
sight  of  his  "queer  things."  Mr.  Hogg  has,  within 
the  last  few  years,  given  cuiTency  to  a  somewhat 
incredible  story  that  Shelley  imputed  to  Dr.  Lind 
his  initiation,  when  an  Eton  boy,  into  the  reasons 
for  hating  kings  and  priests,  even  as  the  Wind- 
sor physician  hated  them.  Perhaps  Shelley,  who 
was  credulous  in  worldly  matters,  as  are  most  scep- 
tics in  religion,  beheved  that  the  mysterious  little 
books  which  Dr.  Lind  printed  from  characters  which 
he  called  "Lindian  Ogham,"  cut  by  himself  into 
strange  fashions  from  battered  printing  types  which 
my  father  gave  him,  were  the  seci-et  modes  by  which 
the  illuminati  corresponded,  even  under  the  veiy  eye 
of  the  Court.  I  doubt  whether  he  were  conjuror 
enough  to  make  the  shrewd  George  IIL  mistake 
covert  Jacobinism  for  ostentatious  loyalty. 

There  were  eminent  men  living  at  "Windsor  and  in 
the  neighhom-hood,  from  whom  I  occasionally  ob- 
tained glimpses  of  knowledge  beyond  my  ordinary 
routine  of  imperfect  school  instruction.  My  father 
took  me  to  see  the  great  telescope  of  Dr.  Horschel  at 
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yioiigh.  The  clear  explanations  of  the  celebrated 
astronomer  filled  me  -with  wonder,  if  they  went  be- 
yond my  comprehension.  The  venerable  philosopher, 
Jean  Andi-^  de  Luc  (T  believe  it  was  somewhat  later), 
showed  me  a  galvanic  pile  which  he  had  constructed, 
and  astonished  me  by  causing  the  mysterious  agency 
to  ring  a  little  bell.  M.  Pomy,  who  had  been  French 
master  at  Elton,  and  whose  gmmmar  and  exercises 
my  father  printed  for  the  London  publishers,  woi\ld 
occasionally  come  to  see  us,  and  would  talk  with  a 
kindly  interest  about  my  small  acquirements.  I  have 
an  earlier  remembrance  of-another  amiable  foreigner, 
the  Kev.  Charles  de  Quiffardifere,  for  whom  my  father 
was  printing  a  French  work  on  Ancient  Histoiy  for  the 
private  use  of  the  Royal  Family — a  gentleman  whom 
Miss  Bm-ney  held  up  to  ridicule  in  her  Diary,  as  Mr. 
Turbulent.  But — must  I  confess  it  1 — I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  the  stage  did  for  the  enlargement  of 
my  mind  something  more  than  school  lessons — some- 
thing more  than  these  rare  opporiunities  of  listening 
to  the  conversation  of  men  of  learning  and  ability. 
From  my  eighth  year  upwards,  I  could  always  obtaia 
a  free  admission  to  that  smallest  of  playhouses,  the 
Theatre  Eoya!  of  Windsor,  where  Majesty  oft  was 
delighted  to  reci-eate  itself  with  hearty  laughs  at  the 
comic  stai's  of  sixty  years  since.  Tragedy  was  not  to 
the  King's  taste.  Miss  Burney  has  recorded  how  he 
appreciated  the  dramatist  whose  Hamlet  and  Bene- 
dick were  sometimes  here  personated  by  Elliston ; 
and  whose  Richard  III.  Cooke  coai-sely  but  powerfidly 
enacted  on  this  stage :  "  Was  there  ever  such  stuff 
as  great  pai-t  of  Shakspere  ?  only  one  must  not 
say  so !  But  what  think  you  ?  What  ?  Is  there  not 
sad  stuff!     What?     Wiiat?"     George  III.  has  had 
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aupporters  in  this  opinion  where  we  might  scarcely 
look  for  them.  I  have  heard  one  such  heretic,  whose 
intellectual  dimensions  would  appear  gigantic  in 
comparison  with  those  of  the  King,  say  of  the  writer 

of  the  sad  stuff,  "  D and  I  always  call  him  Silly 

Billy,"  The  publicity  of  which  I  have  spoken  was, 
in  the  Windsor  Theatre,  carried  to  its  extremest 
limit.  That  honoured  playhouse  no  longer  exists. 
The  High  Street  exhibits  a  dissenting  chapel  on  its 
site,  whose  frontage  may  give  some  notion  of  the 
dimensions  of  that  cosy  apartment,  with  its  two  tier 
of  boxes,  its  gallery,  and  its  slips.  It  was  not  an 
exclusive  theatre.  Three  shillings  gave  the  enti-ance 
to  the  boxes,  two  shillings  to  the  pit,  and  one  shilling 
to  the  gallery.  One  side  of  the  lower  tier  of  boxes 
wiis  occupied  by  the  Coui-t,  The  King  and  Queen 
sat  in  capacious  arm-chaii-s,  with  satin  playbills 
spread  before  them.  The  orchestra,  which  woidd 
hold  half  a  dozen  fiddlere,  and  the  pit,  where  some 
dozen  persons  might  be  closely  packed  on  each  bench, 
separated  the  royal  circle  from  the  genteel  parties  in 
the  opposite  tier  of  boxes.  With  the  plebeians  in  the 
pit  the  Royal  Family  might  have  shaken  hands ;  and 
when  they  left,  there  was  always  a  scramble  for  their 
satin  bills,  which  would  be  afterwards  duly  framed 
and  glazed  as  spoils  of  peace.  As  the  King  laughed 
and  cried,  "  Bravo,  Quick ! "  or  "  Bravo,  Suett ! " — for 
he  bad  rejoiced  in  their  weU-known  mirth-provoking 
feces  many  a  time  before, — the  pit  and  gallery  clapped 
and  roai-ed  in  loyal  sympathy :  the  boxes  were  too  gen- 
teel for  such  emotional  feelings.  As  the  King,  Queen, 
and  Princesses  retired  at  the  end  of  the  third  act,  to 
sip  their  coffee,  the  pot  "of  Windsor  ale,  called  Queen's 
ale,  cu-culatcd  in  the  galleiy.     At  eleven  o'clock  the 
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ciu-tain  dropped.  The  fiddles  struck  up  "  God  save  the 
Bang;"  their  Majesties  bowed  around  as  the  house 
clapped;  and  the  gouty  mauager,  Mr.  Thornton,  lead- 
ing the  way  to  the  entrance  (carrying  wax-lights  and 
■\valldng  backward  with  the  well-practised  steps  of  a 
Lord  Chamberlain),  the  flambeaux  of  thi'ee  or  four 
caniages  gleamed  thi-ough  the  dimly  lighted  streets, 
and  Itoyalty  was  quickly  at  rest. 

Our  theati-6  was  only  open  at  the  Eton  vacations. 
But  there,  whether  the  King  and  Queen  were  present 
or  not,  I  obtained  something  like  a  peep  into  the  ontej- 
world — the  world  beyond  the  little  orb  of  mycounti'y 
town.  For  the  Eoyal  Windsor  was  essentially  a  countiy 
town  of  the  nan-owest  range  of  observation,  and  the 
tiniest  circle  of  knowledge.  The  people  vegetated, 
although  living  amidst  a  continual  din  of  Royalty 
going  to  and  fro — of  bell-ringing  for  birthdays — of 
gUQ-firing  for  victories — of  reviews  in  the  Park — of 
the  relief  of  the  guard,  with  all  pomp  of  militaty 
music — of  the  chapel  bell  tolling  twice  a  day, 
unheeded  by  few  besides  official  worshippers — of 
ci-owdiug  to  the  Ten-ace  on  Sunday  evenings — of 
periodical  holidays,  such  as  Ascot  i-aces  and  I^hani 
races — of  rare  festivities,  such  as  a  fMe  at  Frc^more. 
The  "  loyal,"  or  the  "  independent "  votera  of  Wind- 
sor, as  they  were  styled  in  election  bills  by  rival  can- 
didates, were  fierce  in  their  partisanship,  but  there 
was  no  real  principle  at  the  root  of  their  differences. 
Tlu-ough  1801  they  were  preparing,  by  rounds  of 
treating,  foi'  an  expected  election,  whicTt  occun'ed  in 
1802  ;  when  the  Court  candidate  was  returned  by  a 
large  majority,  and  the  one  who  bribed  highest  of 
two  "independent"  candidates  was  also  retui'ned, 
but  was  finally  unseated  by  a   parlianientaiy  com- 
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mittee.  Those  who  did  not  receive  bribes  wore  never 
scrupulous  about  admin isterii^  tliera.  Coixuption 
was  an  open  and  almost  a  legitimate  trade,  as  I  occa- 
sionally learnt  from  the  talk  of  those  ai'Ound  me. 
The  Court  was  an  indii-ect  party  to  the  coiTuption,  by 
installing  two  of  the  most  influential  of  the  plebeian 
partisans  into  the  snug  retirement  of  the  ancient 
foundation  of  the  Poor  Knights  of  Windsor.  The 
institution  had  lost  its  character  of  "MUites  Pau- 
peres ;"  and  tailora  and  victuallers  were  not  held  to 
desecrate  it.  In  spite  of  all  this  laxity  of  political 
morals,  the  people  amoi^t  whom  I  was  thrown 
were,  for  the  most  part,  of  honourable  private  cha- 
racter. It  was  a  period  when  there  was  less  compe- 
tition amongst  tradesmen  than  in  the  present  day. 
There  wei-e,  consequently,  fewer  of  what  we  now 
regard  as  the  common  tricks  of  trade.  They  sold  the 
article  which  they  professed  to  sell ;  and  were 
offended  if  they  were  asked  to  abate  their  price. 
The  few  gentry  were  patronising,  with  a  certain 
friendliness.  The  many  clergy  of  the  two  colleges 
had  somewhat  haughty  brows  under  their  shovel 
hats,  but  were  charitable  and  not  very  intolerant. 
The  distinction  between  the  trading  and  the  profes- 
sional classes  was  not  so  nicely  presei-ved  as  it  is  now, 
Bespectabihty  was  the  quality  more  aimed  at  by  the 
attorney  and  the  doctor  than  what  we  call  gentdity; 
and  respectability  did  not  mean  the  pretension  of 
keeping  a  gig  or  a  footman — display  for  the  world, 
and  meanness'  for  the  household. 

One  of  the  most  vivid  of  my  recollections  of  this 
period,  and  indeed  of  some  years  after,  is  that  of 
the  extremely  easy  mode  in  which  the  majority  of 
the  trading  classes  struggled  with  tlie  cares  of  obtain- 
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ing  a  livelihood.  It  is  not  within  my  remembrance 
that  anybody  worked  hard.  The  absence  of  extreme 
competition  appeared  to  give  the  old  settlera  in  the 
borough  a  sort  of  vested  interest  in  their  occupations; 
and  if  sometimes  a  sti^anger  came  amongst  them, 
with  lower  prices  and  lower  bows,  he  would  be 
regai-ded  as  an  intruder  on  the  fertile  close,  who 
would  soon  come  to  the  end  of  his  tether.  It  was 
the  same  with  the  attorneys  and  the  apothecaries. 
Those  who  had  to  preserve  a  genteel  appearance 
spent  an  hour  each  day  imder  the  hands  of  the 
hair-dresser.  Evcij  morning  the  hair  was  powdered, 
the  queue  was  unrolled  and  rolled  up  again,  the 
gossip  was  talked,  the  evening  paper  was  glanced 
at,  and  by  eleven  the  good  man  was  behind  his 
counter.  There  were  a  few  of  the  oldest  school  who 
closed  their  hatch  when  they  went  to  their  noonday 
dinner,  and  no  importunity  would  induce  them  to 
open  it.  When  the  baker  had  drawn  hia  afternoon 
batch,  he  took  off  his  red  cap  and  washed  his  bedd 
head,  put  on  his  flaxen  wig,  and  sallied  forth  to  spend 
bis  long  evening  in  his  accustomed  chair  at  the  ale- 
house, which  had  become  his  second  home.  Some  had 
a  notion  that  they  secured  custom  to  the  shop  by  a 
coustant  I'ound  among  the  numerous  hostelries.  I 
knew  a  most  worthy  man,  occupying  a  large  house 
which  his  forefathei-s  had  occupied  from  the  time  of 
Queen  Anne,  who,  when  he  gave  up  the  business  to  his 
son,  who,  recently  married,  preferred  his  own  fireside, 
told  the  innovator  that  he  would  infallibly  be  ruined 
if  he  did  not  go  out  to  make  friends  over  his  evening 
glass.  The  secret  of  these  worthy  people  keeping  their 
heads  above  water,  in  this  laissez  fm/re  sort  of  exist- 
ence, was,  that  their  ordinary  habits  were  frugal,  that 
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they  rai'ely  draiili  wine;  never  occupied  the  best  room 
except  on  Siinday,  and  on  that  day  alone  had  the 
"added  pudding"  of  time  immemorial.  Tho  frugal 
habits  of  all  of  the  middle  classes,  and  the  want  of 
education  of  many,  did  not  abate  anything  of  their 
importance  when  they  were  chosen  to  fill  public 
offices.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  Town  Cierk,  cor- 
porate magistrates  generally  got  through  their  busi- 
ness decently.  Sometimes  they  made  little  slips. 
Late  in  the  evening  an  offender  was  brought  before 
one  of  our  mayors,  having  been  detected  in  stealing 
a  emock-frock  from  a  pawnbroker's  door.  "  Look  in 
'  Bum's  Justice,' "  said  his  worship  to  his  son ;  "  look 
in  the  index  for  smock-frock."  "  Can't  find  it,  father. 
Not  there."  "What!  no  law  against  stealing  smock- 
frocks  ?     D   -  my  heart,  young  fellow,  but  you've 

had  a  lucky  escape."  (Even  justices  ia  those  times 
might  incur  the  penalties  against  profane  oaths.)  The 
constable  demurred  at  the  discharge  of  the  prisoner. 
"  Well,  well !  Lock  him  up,  and  we'll  see  the  Town 
Clerk  in  the  morning." 

Peter  Pindar  wrote  an  ode  on  "  Frogmore  FSte," 
in  which  he  describes  the  "  Pair  of  England  "  with 
"  The  family  of  Orange  by  their  side."  This  would 
take  us  to  1796  or  1797.  It  was  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  century  that  I  was  present  at  one  of 
these  ietes,  at  which,  as  on  previous  occasions,  how- 
ever sneered  at,  there  was  a  real  desire  to  promote 
the  pleasures  of  their  neighbours  and  dependents  on 
the  part  of  the  Eoyal  Family.  Amongst  other 
delights  of  that  occasion,  there  was  a  play,  or  rather 
scenes  of  a  play,  aoted  before  the  mansion,  in  the  co- 
lonnade of  which  the  Court  stood,  whilst  the  common 
spectators  were  grouped  on  the  lawn  below.     The 
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scenes  were  from  the  "  Meny  Wives  of  Windsor." 
The  critical  faculty  had  not  then  been  developed  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  my  perfect  enjoyment.  I  be- 
lieved then  in  the  real  existence  of  Slender  and 
Anne  Page ;  of  the  French  doctor  and  the  Welsh 
parson ;  of  mine  host  of  the  Garter,  who  was  un- 
doubtedly the  host  of  the  White  Hart.  I  then  knew 
an  old  house  at  the  comer  of  Sheet  Street  (alas !  it  is 
pulled  down)  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  once  dwelt, 
and  whence  Falstaff  was  canied  in  the  buck-baakefc 
to  Datchet  Mead.  I  could  then  tell  the  precise  spot 
where  the  epicurean  knight  went  hissing  hot  into  the 
Thames.  Heme's  Oak  was  then  to  me  an  undeniable 
memoi-ial  of  centuries  past.  Forty  years  afterwards, 
I  went  over  the  footsteps  of  my  childhood  with  Mr. 
Creswick,  and  we  tried  to  verify  the  sites  of  these 
immortal  scenes.  The  pencil  of  my  eminent  friend 
has  shadowed  forth  some  aids  to  the  imaginiation  of 
the  readers  of  the  "  Meny  Wives  of  Windsor,"  in  my 
"pictorial"  edition.  But  to  iny  mind  there  were  no 
realities  such  as  I  had  pictured  when,  after  the 
FSte  at  Frogmore,  I  wandered  about,  book  in  hand, 
to  the  fields  where  Sir  Hugh  Evans  sang  "To  shallow 
rivers,"  and  looked  for  the  "oak  with  great  ra^'d 
horns,"  neai'  the  pit  where  the  fairies  danced.  Dili- 
gent autiquarianism  has  pointed  out  a  mistake  or  two 
in  my  conjectural  sites.  It  is  of  little  moment.  It 
was  with  a  pang  that  I  gave  up  my  boyish  convic- 
tion that  I  had  gathered  aeoms  beneath  "Heme's 
Oak,"  and  yielded  to  the  evidence  that  it  had  been 
cut  down.  The  "undoubting  mind"  is  a  youthful 
possession  beyond  all  price ;  and  though  the  Winter 
of  scepticism  may  have  come,  it  is  still  ] 
look  buck  \ipon  the  Spring  of  belief 
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There  are  some  things  that  are  promment  among 
the  recollections  of  my  nonage,  in  which  the  faith  of 
my  inexperience  and  the  douhts  of  my  small  know- 
ledge, were  curiously  blended.  I  was  a  frequent  visitor 
to  the  State  Apartments  and  the  Kound  Tower,  I 
sometimes  accompanied  friends  who  came  to  see 
Windsor ;  sometimes  was  permitted  by  the  kind  and 
intelligent  keeper  of  the  pictures  in  the  Castle  to 
linger  about  and  look  mj'  fill.  The  State  Rooms  now 
are  very  different  from  the  State  Booms  as  I  remem- 
ber them.  There  had  been  little  change,  I  appre- 
hend, in  the  architectural  character  of  the  rooms 
since  the  period  of  Anne  and  George  I.,  when  Sir 
James  Thomhill  painted  new  allegories  to  supple- 
ment the  old  flatteries  of  Charles  II,  by  Venio. 
"We  entered  by  a  staircase  under  a  dome  gaudily 
decorated  with  the  story  of  Phaeton  and  with 
lady-like  representatives  of  the  four  elements,  Fire, 
Air,  Earth,  and  Water.  The  pictures  in  the  apart- 
ments had  received  a  large  addition  to  their  num- 
ber after  George  III.  came  to  reside  at  Windsor. 
Amongst  these  additions  were  the  Cartoons.  At  the 
period  of  which  I  speak,  and  during  several  succeed- 
ing years,  an  artist  was  employed  in  making  the  most 
elaborate  pencil-drawings  of  these  bold  designs  for 
tapestry,  which,  perpetuated  in  the  most  exquisitely 
finished  engi-avings,  gave  a  veiy  adequate  notion  of 
the  skiU  of  Mr.  Holloway,  but  very  little  of  the 
grandeur  of  KaffaeUe.  That  grandeur  I  could  even 
then  comprehend  in  the  Ananias,  and  Paul  Preaching 
at  Athens ;  I  could  feel  the  exquisite  tenderness  of 
the  charge  to  Pctor;  but  I  could  not  quite  under- 
stand the  large  men  in  the  little  boat  in  the  Mira^ 
culous  Draught  of  Fishes.     The   most   interesting 
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room,  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  was  that 
known  as  Queen  Elizabeth's,  or  the  Picture  Gallery. 
Ih  a  few  yeai'S  it  was  dismantled  of  its  somewhat 
choice  collection,  and  became  a  lumber-room,  into 
which  no  one  looked.  There  I  once  gazed  upon  the 
Misers  of  Quintin  Matsys — well-fed  misers,  gloating 
over  their  money-heaps,  with  a  joyouB  expression 
quite  incompatible  with  the  ordinaiy  notion  of  the 
self-denyii^  misery  of  avarice.  At  the  end  of  this 
long  and  naiTow  room,  looking  out  on  the  North 
Terrace,  hung  a  wonderful  Boy  and  Puppies,  by 
Murillo.  In  this  galleiywere  the  three  grand  ancient 
paintings  of  the  Battle  of  Spurs,  the  Embarkation  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  and  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold. 
They  first  went  away  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
who  were  forced  to  acknowledge  that  they  were 
only  a  loan;  and  they  ai-e  now  among  the  heir-looms 
of  the  people  at  Hampton  Court  I  hope  that  I  had 
not  faith  enou.gh  in  the  ideal  of  Lely  and  Wissing  to 
believe  that  the  profuse  display  of  their  chai-ms  by 
most  of  King  Charles's  "  beauties  "  was  an  adequate 
representation  of  female  lovelinesa  In  the  same 
spirit  of  incredulity  I  was  not  quite  content  to  believe 
that  the  Roman  Triumph  which  Verrio  had  painted 
in  St.  George's  Hall— in  which  Edward  the  Black 
Prince  and  his  royal  prisoner  of  France  were  the 
principal  personages — was  a  faithful  representation 
of  the  costume  and  manners  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury. The  Bound  Tower,  whose  rooms,  now  private, 
were  then  open  to  the  public  gaze  at  the  price  of  a 
shilling,  was  a  miserably -furnished,  dreary  place, 
which  had  little  charm  for  me,  except  in  the  noble 
view  from  its  leads.  One  of  these  dingy  rooms  was 
hung  with  faded   tapestry,  dehneating  the  piteous 
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irtrory  of  Hero  and  Leander.  Long  ago  I  related  the 
discourse  of  the  fair  guide,  who  aroused  my  critical 
scepticism  in  my  boyhood,  and  who  was  a  perpetual 
source  of  enjoyment  to  me  when  I  could  beguile 
some  unsuspecting  stranger  into  a  patient  attention 
to  her  learned  volubility.  "Here,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, is  the  whole  lamentable  history  of  Hero  and 
Leander.  Hero  was  a  nun.  She  lived  in  that  old 
ancient  nunneiy  which  you  see,"  &c.,  &c.  We  have 
gained  many  great  and  good  things  through  the 
Education  of  the  People ;  but  what  have  we  not  lost, 
in  losing  the  humorous  conti-asts  of  society  which 
wero  presented  in  the  days  of  the  Horn-Book. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  a  new  life  opened  upon  m& 
I  was  sent  to  a  somewhat  famous  classical  school — 
that  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nicholas,  at  Ealing.  Here,  for 
the  fii-at  time,  I  was  stimulated  into  the  ambition  to 
excel,  I  had  read  a  good  deal  for  my  own  pleasure ; 
but  I  had  read  little  for  solid  improvement.  My 
command  of  books  had  given  me  advantages  over 
other  boys ;  for,  although  it  might  have  been  deemed 
a  waste  of  time  that  I  had  been  devouring  plays  and 
novels  without  stint,  I  had  thus  acquired  some  com- 
mand of  my  own  language,  and  could  write  it  with 
ease  and  correctness.  But  I  soon  found  that  my 
desultory  knowledge  would  stand  me  in  little  stead 
when  I  had  to  construe  Ca3sar  or  Horace.  There  was 
a  kind  fiiend  at  Land  in  one  of  the  masters — Joseph 
Heath,  a  Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Oxford — whose  memory 
I  shall  ever  cherish.  He  helped  me  over  the  first  dif- 
ficulties of  my  advance  in  the  routine  of  ray  class.  I 
soon  did  my  exercises  quickly,  and  did  them  well ; 
but  the  system  of  the  school  was  not  favourable  to 
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steady  and  continuous  exertion  in  climbing  heights 
by  other  than  beaten  tracks.  My  memory  enabled 
me  readily  to  accomplish  tasks  which  to  othera 
were  severe  labours.  But  I  was  very  yornig  and 
very  small,  so  that  I  was  kept  too  long  amidst  slow 
class-fellows.  Whilst  I  should  have  been  learnmg 
Greek,  I  was  construing  easy  Latin  authors,  wiiting 
a  weekly  theme,  and  making  verses  which  required 
little  talent  besides  the  cai-eful  use  of  the  "  Gradua 
ad  Parnassum."  Nevertheless  my  school-life  was 
a  real  happiness.  My  nature  bourgeoned  under 
kindness,  and  I  received  unusual  favours  from  the 
friend  I  have  mentioned.  He  treated  me  in  some 
degree  as  his  companion.  At  his  house  on  a  Satur- 
day afternoon  I  have  been  admitted  to  the  privilege 
of  taking  a  glass  of  wine  with  scholars  from  London, 
who  came  to  renew  the  associations  of  their  Oxford 
undei^-ad\iate  days.  One  of  tliese  was  Mr,  Ellis,  of 
the  British  Museum— the  Sir  Henry  Ellis  of  the  pre- 
sent time — whose  genial  courtesy  still  reminds  me  of 
the  sisty  years  ago  when,  as  a  boy,  I  first  made  an 
acquaintance  which  I  have  never  ceased  to  appreciate 
as  a  man.  I  was  happy  at  Ealing  school,  and  if  I  had 
been  permitted  to  stay  there  long  enough,  I  might  have 
fought  my  way  to  some  sound  scholarship.  After  little 
more  than  two  years  I  was  uprooted  from  this  con- 
genial soil,  to  be  planted  once  more  in  the  arid  sands 
of  Windsor,  my  father's  apprentice ;  to  become  my 
own  instiTictor ;  and,  like  too  many  self-teachers,  to 
dream  away  the  precious  years  of  youth  in  desultory 
reading — purposeless,  ahnost  hopeless. 
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Section  II, 


At  the  midsummer  of  1805, 1  was  taken  altogether 
from  my  school.  It  did  not  appear  to  me  that  I  was 
changing  restraint  for  freedom.  I  left  with  bitter 
feelings,  for  I  had  imbibed  such  a  tincture  of  learning 
as  made  me  desirous  to  be  a  scholar.  My  father's 
determination  to  put  me  to  business,  at  the  early  ^e 
of  fourteen,  did  not  pass  without  some  -emonstrance 
from  my  schoolmaster,  TTia  answer  was  +Jiat  I  had 
acquired  enough  knowledge  to  fit  me  for  my  station 
in  life;  and  if  I  became  a  bookseller  i  was  not 
likely  to  be  treated  as  Johnson  treated  Osborne, 
when  he  knocked  him  down  with  a  folio,  s'>:ying, 
"Lie  there,  thou  lump  of  lead."  My  destiny  was 
sealed  when  I  signed  my  indenture  of  apprentice- 
ship. My  life,  however,  was  not  altogether  without 
opportunities  of  mental  improvement.  My  first  oc- 
cupation interested  me  greatly.  M.  Pomy,  of  whom 
I  have  spoken,  died  in  1804,  leaving  my  fathei 
one  of  his  executoiu  The  co-executor  dechned  to 
a«t.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  legacies,  all  M. 
Poiiiy's  property,  of  which  the  residue  exceeded 
4000Z.,  was  bequeathed  to  a  small  charity  school  at 
Eton.  Upon  his  decease,  Icttera  which  he  had  pre- 
pared were  fonvarded  to  his  surviving  relatives  at 
Caen,  and  they  manifested  an  intention  to  dispute 
his  chief  bequest,  undei'  the  Statute  of  Moi-tmain, 
A  friendly  suit  in  Chancery  was  accordingly  com- 
menced ;  and  it  being  necessary  that  a  somewhat 
voluminous  French  correspondence  should    he    laid 
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before  the  Master  in  Chancery  to  whom  the  matter 
■was  refen-edi  mj  fii-st  literaiy  task  was  to  ti^anslate 
the  lettei-s  which  had  been  sent  and  received  during 
the  half  century  in  which  M.  Pomy  had  found  a 
refuge  in  England  from  the  alleged  unkindnesa  of 
his  family.  The  probability  is  that  the  Master  never 
read  either  the  originals  or  my  translation ;  but 
these  lettera  were  read  by  me  with  intense  interest 
In  them  there  was  a  mystery  gradually  unfolded,  as 
in  some  enchaining  narrative  of  fiction.  The  real 
name  of  the  French  teacher  at  Eton  College — the 
author  of  many  elementary  books,  and  of  a  well- 
known  volume  on  Heraldry,  that  bear  the  name 
of  A.  Porny — was  Antoine  Pyron  du  Martre.  Here 
were  depicted  the  undying  memories  of  early  wrongs  ; 
the  strong  will  which  had  scorned  all  fellowship 
of  his  kinsmen  when  the  sohtai-y  native  of  Nor- 
mandy was  struggling  for  bread  in  a  foreign  land ; 
the  triumphs  of  bis.  pride  in  rejecting  the  proffered 
kindness  which  came  too  late ;  the  determination 
that  he  would  leave  his  hard-earned  riches  for  the 
benefit  of  the  land  in  which  he  had  gathered  them. 
From  fourteen  to  seventeen  I  was  learning  the  print- 
er's trade,  more,  as  it  were,  for  recreation  than  for  use  j 
set  no  task-work,  but  occasionally  working  with  ure- 
gular  industry  at  some  self-appointed  tasks.  The 
iivdulgence  of  my  father  was  meant,  I  may  believe, 
to  compensate  me  for  his  opposition  to  my  desire  for 
a  higher  occupation  than  that  which  he  pursued. 
Th\!s  I  was  often  galloping  my  pony  along  the  glades 
of  the  forest ;  or  watching  my  float,  hour  after  hour, 
from  the  Thames,  bank  at  Datchet  or  at  Clewer; 
or  wandering,  book  in  hand,  by  the  river-side  in  the 
eai'ly   nioniiiig ;    or    plunging    into    "  the    shade   of 
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melancholy  boughs"  on  some  "sunshine  holiday," 
I  read  the  old  novels  and  the  old  poems  again  and 
again.  Miss  Porter  and  Mrs.  Opie  gave  me  fresh 
excitement  when  I  was  tired  of  Mrs.  Eadcliffe. 
"  The  Pleasures  of  Hope  "  and  Beattie's  "  Minstrel " 
had  long  been  my  familiar  favourites.  At  this  time 
there  were  published  charming  little  vohimes  of 
Terse  and  prose,  as  "Walker's  Classics,"  one  of  which 
was  generally  in  my  pocket.  But  in  1805  a  new 
world  of  romance  was  opened  to  me  by  "  The  Lay  of 
the  Last  Minstrel"  The  old  didactic  form  of  poetry 
now  seemed  tedious  compared  with  the  adventures 
of  William  of  Deloraine,  and  the  tricks  of  the  Goblin 
Page.  Meanwhile  ray  small  Latin  and  less  Greek 
were  vanishing  away.  The  newspaper,  too,  occupied 
much  of  my  reading  time.  It  was  a  period  of  tre- 
mendous interest,  even  to  the  apprehension  of  a 
boy.  What  an  autumn  and  what  a  winter  were 
those  of  1805,  in  which  I  was  enabled,  day  by 
day,  to  read  the  nnn-atives  of  such  deeds  as  stirred 
the  heart  of  England  in  the  days  of  the  great 
Armada!  Napoleon  had  broken  up  the  camp  at 
Boulogne,  and  was  marching  to  the  Rhine.  Nelson 
had  gone  on  board  the  "Victory"  at  Portsmouth, 
and  had  joined  the  fleet  before  Cadiz.  On  the  3rd 
of  November  came  the  new-g  of  the  suiTender  of  the 
Austrian  ai'my  to  the  Fi-ench  Emperor  at  TJlm. 
On  the  7th  we  were  huzzaing  for  the  final  naval 
glory  of  Trafalgar,  and  weeping  for  the  death  of 
Nelson.  Pitt  rejoiced  and  wept  when  he  was 
called  up  in  the  night  to  receive  this  news,  as  the 
humblest  in  the  land  rejoiced  and  wept.  Before  I 
saw  the  foneral  of  Nelson,  on  the  9tb  of  January, 
Pitt  had  received  that  fatal  mail  which  told  of  the 


Hosted  by  Google 


A   PBBLUDB,  59 

deatniction  at  Austerlitz  of  all  his  hopes  of  a 
triumphant  coalition  against  France.  It  broke  hia 
heart.  He  died  on  the  23rd  of  Januaiy.  Tame,  by 
eompai-ison,  as  were  the  great  public  events  which 
followed  these  mighty  struggles,  they  were  perliapa 
more  exciting  in  the  conflicting  opinions  which  they 
provoked.  England  was  still  heart-whole.  She  was 
not  dismayed,  even  when  Napoleon  bad  the  Prussian 
monarchy  at  his  feet,  and  Alexander  of  Russia  bad 
exchanged  vows  of  friendship  with  him  on  the  raft 
at  Tilsit.  Though  she  became  isolated  ia  her  great 
battle  for  existence,  ber  resolution  was  not  exhausted. 
But  she  was  humiliated  by  the  events  of  the  Dar- 
danelles and  of  Buenos  Ayres.  She  blushed  when 
Copenhagen  was  bombarded,  and  she  fancied  that 
the  abstraction  of  the  Danish  fleet  was  a  wanton 
robbery.  In  this  case,  as  in  many  othei-s,  journalism 
was  not  history.  The  secret  articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Tilsit  had  not  then  come  to  light  for  the  vindication 
of  the  Government 

The  people  at  this  time,  even  at  Wiudsor,  grew 
gloomy  and  discontented  Public  aifaii-s  were  un- 
prosperous;  parties  lan  hiyh ;  the  taxes  increased 
with  the  expense?  of  the  war  and  the  yearly  additions 
to  the  interest  of  the  debt.  It  was  not  only  the 
actual  amount  of  taxation  of  which  the  middle  classes 
complained,  but  of  the  oppressive  and  insultiag  mode 
of  their  assessment.  The  excisable  trader  had  too  long 
been  familiarised  with  the  presence  of  the  revenue 
officer  to  complain.  He  walked  into  the  tallow- 
chandler's  workshop  without  ceremony,  put  a  seal 
upon  his  copper  and  his  dipping  vat,  and  locked  up  bis 
moulds.  He  looked  over  the  grocei-'s  wares  of  tobacco, 
pepper,  and  tea,  at  his  good  pleasure  ;  and  this  pro- 
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cess,  -which  he  called  takuig  stock,  was  insulting  and 
fcroublesome  to  the  honest,  and  no  real  check  upon 
the  fraudulent.  The  liquor-merchant  did  not  dare 
to  send  out  a  dozen  of  wine  or  a  gallon  of  sphita 
without  a  permit  The  Income-Tax  was  ti-uly  inqui- 
sitorial, for  the  local  Commissioners  had  no  hesitation 
in  ordering  a  tradesman  to  produce  his  ledger  and 
cash-book.  If  there  was  an  eiTor  in  the  return  of  As- 
sessed Taxes  the  resident  officer  of  revenue,  called  an 
Inspector,  immediately  made  a  surcharge,  which  it  was 
extremely  dilKcult  to  get  off  by  appeal.  I  was  once 
horror-sti'uck  by  witnessing  a  scene  between  an  apo- 
plectic innkeeper  and  the  tax-collector,  who  had  no 
alternative  but  to  insist  upon  the  payment  of  a  con- 
firmed surcharge.  The  unhappy  man,  doubly  red 
with  passion,  slid  out  of  his  arm-chair  in  the  bar, 
and,  falling  upon  his  knees,  exclaimed,  "May  the 
curae  of  God  light  upon  you  alL     Now  111  pay  it" 

And  yet,  amidst  much  grambhng  and  disaffection, 
the  majority  of  my  townsmen  went  on  in  the  light- 
hearted  course  which  was  habitual  to  them.  There 
were  few  fluctiiations  of  fortune  amongst  us,  as  in  a 
manufacturing  district ;  no  sudden  prostrations  of 
the  capitalist ;  no  exceptional  miseries  of  the  labourer. 
There  was  amusement  and  excitement  for  us  in  the 
invariable  round  of  the  weeks  and  months  The 
4th  of  June  was  a  gi-eat  day  of  bell-iinging,  and 
reviews,  and  the  regatta  of  the  Eton  boys,  which 
closed  with  fireworks.  There  were  Ascot  Races,  to 
which  the  Royal  Family  came  in  state  up  the  com-se, 
their  carriages  preceded  by  the  master  of  the  buck- 
hounds,  with  his  huntsman  and  his  yeomen  prickers. 
Ascot  was  too  distant  from  London  for  a  multi- 
farious  assemblage   from   Tottenham    Court    Road 
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find  S6.  Maiy  Axe  to  be  there.  The  neighboimng 
gentry  came  in  their  carriages,  and  the  farmers 
came  in  their  taxed  carts.  A  few  Bow  Street  offi- 
cers stood  ai-ound  the  royal  booth,  but  they  were 
not  installed  in  the  preventive  duties  of  sup- 
pressing E.  0.  tables,  and  of  overturning  the  stools 
of  the  numberless  professora  of  "  the  thimhle-rig " 
and  "prick  in  the  garter."  If  a  pickpocket  were 
detected,  he  had  Lynch  law.  He  was  conducted 
to  a  pond  at  the  reai-  of  the  booths,  and  there,  with 
a  long  rope  fastened  round  bis  waist,  was  dragged 
tln-ough  the  water  till  he  was  half  dead.  There 
was  the  weekly  meet  of  the  hounds,  who  duly 
went  forth  to  some  neighbouring  common  from  the 
kennel  at  Swinley,  with  the  deer  in  the  cart.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  give  the  poor  animal  much 
law,  for  the  stag-hound  of  that  day  was  slow,  and 
there  were  more  backs  than  hunters  in  the  field. 
The  King  walked  as  usual  on  the  Terrace,  but 
loyalty  was  not  so  demonstrative  as  in  the  eailier 
days.  The  Marquis  of  Thomond  knocked  off  a 
man's  iiat  when  it  was  not  lifted  as  the  King  passed, 
and  the  suspected  democrat  knocked  down  the  Mar- 
quis of  Thomond. 

Left  much  to  my  own  thoughts,  young  as  I  was,  I 
gi'adually  grew  into  a  chronic  state  of  suspicion  as 
to  the  general  excellence  of  our  political  and  social 
system.  I  saw  a  vast  deal  of  wretdiedness  around  me, 
and  I  saw  no  attempt  to  reheve  it  except  by  doles  of 
bread  at  the  church  door  on  Sundays,  with  an  indis- 
ci-iminate  alms-giving  to  vagrants  every  night  by  the 
overseer,  and  a  driving  of  them  out  of  the  borough  by 
the  beadle  the  next  day.  There  was  no  education, 
except  at  the  Free  School  for  some  thirty  boys  and 
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twenty  girls.  The  national  school  of  Eton,  which  the 
good  old  Frenchman  founded,  preceded  our  Windsor 
national  school  by  fifteen  years.  Out  relief  to  the 
poor  was  voted  every  week  by  a  committee  with  a 
lavish  hand.  The  assistant  overseer  insulted  the 
weak,  and  was  bullied  by  the  sti-ong.  The  parish 
gravel-pit  was  the  specific  for  want  of  employment, 
continuous  or  temporary.  The  poor's  rate  was  enor- 
mous, for  there  was  destitution  eveiywhere  through 
sickness  and  death,  produced  by  the  contempt  of 
sanitary  laws.  There  was  no  dispensary,  ,and  the 
parish  doctor  was  hard  worked  and  ill  paid.  It  is 
difficult,  in  these  happier  times  of  fiscal  enlighten- 
ment, to  estimate  what  tbe  poor  had  to  endm-e  in  the 
mcidence  of  taxation.  The  great  burden  which  they 
had  to  bear  was  in  the  deamess  of  food.  Without 
mentioning  the  effect  upon  their  means  of  living  by 
the  laws  for  the  protection  of  agricidture — ^which  told 
upon  the  market-price  not  only  of  bread,  but  of  meat, 
bacon,  butter,  cheese — there  was  excessive  direct 
taxation  for  the  purposes  of  revenue  upon  sugai-, 
upon  tea,  upon  coffee,  upon  soap,  upon  candles,  upon 
salt.  They  Hved  in  miserable  hovels,  for  there  were 
duties  of  enormous  pressure  upon  bricks,  upon  foreign 
timber,  upon  glass.  The  cost  of  a  cotton  gown  was 
enhanced  by  the  duties  upon  raw  cotton  and  upon 
printed  calicos.  Worst  of  all,  the  effect  of  this  vast 
mass  of  injudicious  taxes  was  to  aiTest  the  profitable 
employment  of  capital,  and  thus  to  reduce  the  laboiu-er 
to  the  lowest  condition.  The  oppression  and  the 
neglect  which  I  witnessed  all  ai'ound  me, — evils 
of  which  I  did  not  see  the  causes  or  anticipate 
the  remedies, — drove  me  into  those  socialistic  beliefs 
which  it  is  a  mistake  to  think  did  not   exist  in 
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young  and  incautious  minde  long  before  the  present 
day.  I  was  a  sort  of  Communist  in  1808.  In  a 
satirical  poem  (whose  MS.  has  turned  up  with  other 
rubbish  of  vei-se  and  prose  stored  ia  an  old  box)  I 
poured  out  my  indignation  against  the  indifference 
and  pride,  lay  and  derical^  which  I  saw  around  me. 
I  find  there  Uiese  lines,  which  I  give,  believe  me, 
not  as  evidence  of  poetical  talent  but  of  a  jaundiced 
imagination.  Many  have  written  much  of  the  same 
stuff  at  a  riper  age  tlian  mine,  who  have  in  time 
learnt  the  worth  of  more  practical  philanthropy. 
But  sm-ely  that  youth  is  to  be  pitied  who  begins  by 
setting  up  for  a  political  economist. 

"Hail  hnppy  days,  primeval  ages  hail, 
■ffMcli  deck  the  waim  eutSiusiast'a  glowing  tale, 
"Wlian  simple  Hature,  pure  and  uncoufined, 
"With  equal  gifts  ennobled  all  mankind ; 
Wlien  hardy  energy  and  indeed  toil 
Alone  eonld  enatoli  the  bleSEings  of  the  soil. 
And  wearied  diligence  retom'd  to  seize 
The  cup  of  pleasure  in  the  lap  of  ease  I 
Wow  when  tli9  hand  of  nnmibstantid  worth 
Qmspa  every  trensuie  of  the  teeming  eni-tb, 
And  Nature  vainly  spreads  her  equal  stora 
■Whilst  milljoue,  heirs  of  plenty,  stiU  are  poor. 
Say,  shall  the  glittering  pomp  of  pride  despiso 
The  humble  toil  tliat  taught  tlie  proud  to  rise  ? 
Say,  shall  the  wretched,  all-laborious  hind 
III  vain  demand  the  bi^ad  he  gives  mankind!" 

I  fear  that  in  this  unwatched  time  of  morbid 
thoughts  my  religions  principles  were  in  as  great 
danger  of  running  wild  as  my  political.  I  had  read 
some  of  the  old  divines — HaU,  and  Barrow,  and 
Jeremy  Taylor — with  real  benefit.  I  fear  that  I 
acquired  a  sceptical  humour  from  such  defences  of 
the  faith  as  "Watson's  "  Apology  for  the  Bible,"  and 
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Lyttelton's  "Conveifsioii  of  St.  Paul"  They  attempted 
to  prove  too  much  to  satisfy  my  reaaon,  which  they 
addressed  exclusively.  They  did  not  marshal  their 
proofs  with  the  consummate  skill  displayed  by  Sher- 
lock in  his  "  Ti-ial  of  the  Witnesses  ; "  nor  did  they 
charm  away  the  mists  of  doubt  by  the  tolerant  and 
fearless  candour  of  Berkeley  in  his  "  Alciphron." 
Beattie's  "Essay  on  Tnith"  did  not  sink  deep  into 
my  heart,  although  the  King  and  Queen  had  lauded 
it  as  the  greatest  of  ail  theological  triumphs,  as  if 
there  had  been  no  such  book  as  Butler's  "Analogy." 
The  service  at  our  church  was  too  cold  and  fonnal — 
often  too  slovenly — ^to  satisfy  me.  There  was  no  con- 
gregational singing.  Chaimts  and  musical  responses 
were  unknown.  I  got  away  from  it,  whenever  I  could, 
to  iind  a  seat  in  St.  George's  Chapel,  where  the  cathe- 
dral service  was  exquisitely  performed.  On  Sunday 
the  choir  was  full ;  but  I  could  stand  by  the  iron 
gates  of  the  south  aisle,  and  hear  every  note  of  the 
rich  harmonies  of  Boyce  and  Handel  breathed  from 
the  lips  of  Sale  or  Vaughan.  On  a  frosty  winter 
evening  of  the  week-day  it  mattered  little  to  me 
that  the  choir  was  empty  and  cold.  I  yielded  up 
my  whole  heai-t  to  the  soothing  influences.  I  was 
sometimes  glad  to  be  admitted  into  a  stall  by  a  good- 
natured  verger ;  for  at  times  my  attention  was  sadly 
distracted  by  the  ti-icks  and  grimaoes  of  the  young 
choiTSters,  who,  as  they  knelt  in  apparent  prayer, 
were  occupied  in  modelling  hideous  figures  out  of 
the  ends  of  their  wax  candles.  Such  were  the  secrets 
disclosed  to  me  as  I  commonly  sat  on  the  free  bench 
by  the  side  of  the  sportive  lads.  These  practices 
were  gradually  extinguished  by  a  better  discipline ; 
but  there  was  one  practice  which  no  discipliiie  could 
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control,  for  it  was  an  institution  as  old  as  the  days 
of  James  I.  Decker,  in  his  "Gull's  Hora-boolc," 
thus  ironically  advises  the  lounger  in  Paul's :  "  Be 
sure  your  silver  spurs  clog  your  heels,  and  then  the 
boys  will  swaa-m  about  you  like  so  many  white 
butterflies ;  when  you,  in  the  open  quiie,  shall  draw 
forth  a  perfumed  embroidered  purse,  and  quoit  silver 
into  the  hoys'  hands."  Thus  have  I  seen  a  stranger 
civilian  stiik  into  the  choir  of  St.  George's  ChapeL 
The  spm-  was  instantly  detected;  and  when  the 
bewildered  man  was  surrounded  hy  a  bevy  of  white 
surplices  as  he  loitered  in  the  nave,  there  was  no 
help  for  him  but  to  pay  the  spur-money. 

Such  interruptions  to  the  beauty  and  solemmty 
of  the  service  were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  their 
abiding  impressions ;  and  thus  the  salt  of  devotion 
was  not  wholly  washed  out  of  me.  I  was,  how- 
ever, well  nigh  rushing  into  the  desert,  in  going 
through  the  ceremony  which  was  to  keep  me  in 
the  fold.  I  had  diligently  prepared  myself  for 
Confirmation.  Dr.  Fisher,  Bishop  of  Sahsbury,  was 
to  perform  the  rite.  There  was  an  absence  of  all 
solemnity,  and  even  of  decency,  upon  which  I  look 
back  with  disgust.  I  still  see  the  bishop's  officers 
driving  the  youi^  people  to  the  altai--rails  as  if 
they  were  sheep  going  to  the  fair;  the  monotonous 
formality  of  the  imposition  of  hands  upon  the 
huddled  batches  who  knelt  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
then  were  chased  hack  to  their  seats  by  the  impatient 
ministers  of  the  solemnity.  Its  failure  altogether  to 
satisfy  my  excited  feelir^s  compelled  me  into  a 
passion  of  tears,  and  I  went  home  and  told  my 
father  that  I  would  be  a  Quaker  or  a  Unitarian, 
I  think  that  Confirmation  confirmed  whatever  was 
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sceptical  in  my  composition ;  and  I  had  to  escape 
into  the  region  of  natm-al  piety,  and  long  dwell  there, 
before  I  could  become  reconciled  to  tbe  eatablisb- 
ment  which  could  endure  such  profanations. 

Up  to  my  sixteenth  or  seventeenth  year  T  had 
found  little  in  my  professional  pui-suits  to  interest 
me.  But  I  then  became  what  Mr.  Hill  Burton  terais 
a  "  Bookhnnter."  My  father  was  always  a  great 
buyer  of  second-hand  books.  He  attended  sales. 
He  purchased  private  libraries.  He  bought  many 
more  books  than  he  sold.  Many  of  his  rare  volumes 
had  been  heaped  up  in  cupboards  till  I  routed 
them  out,  and  made  a  complete  catalogue  of  some 
thousands.  This  occiipation  was  of  lasting  advan- 
tage to  me,  in  widening  my  horizon  of  knowledge. 
I  was  led  to  study  and  abstract,  not  only  Dibdin 
and  De  Bure,  but  the  catalogues  of  great  London 
booksellei-s,  such  as  those  of  White  and  Egerton  and 
Cuthell  (the  predecessors  of  the  later  and  greater 
authorities).  These  enlightened  my  provincial  esti- 
mate of  value  by  "  scai'ce,"  "  rare,"  "  very  rare." 
To  hunt  in  brokers'  shops ;  to  attend  sales,  and 
sometimes  bid  for  volumes  that  I  carried  home  in 
triumph  at  a  small  price ;  to  talk  witli  gusto  to  an 
old  apotliecary  at  Slough  about  black-letter  treasures ; 
this  was  a  pursuit  that  weaned  me  from  many  of  my 
idle  reveries,  and  was  not  without  its  use  in  later 
life.  The  remembrance  of  that  worthy  book-col- 
lector of  the  then  small  village  of  Slough  fills  me, 
even  now,  with  a  sort  of  pride  at  the  honour  of 
having  been  regarded  by  him  with  a  feeling  that  we 
were  fellow-travellere  upon  the  same  road — he  with 
his  large  experience  and  superb  acquisitions,  I  with 
my  newly-developed  bibliomania  and  small  store  of 
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treasui-es.  Often  have  I  peeped  into  his  little  shop 
on  the  high  road, — strong  in  many  odours  among 
which  rhubarb  prevailed, — to  see  if  my  master  was 
at  liberty  to  discourse  to  a  pupil  on  hia  favourite 
theme.  He  would  suspend  his  labours,  if  be  were 
not  too  busy,  and  hand  over  the  pestle  to  his  atten- 
dant boy.  We  then  went  up  his  nan-ow  staircase 
into  his  sanctum.  His  first  words  invaiiably  were, 
"What  have  you  got  ?"  I  remember  to  have  found 
upon  a  stall  in  Windsor  market  two  hlacli-letter 
pamphlets  of  the  early  English  Reformers.  They 
were  not  much  to  his  taste  when  I  produced  them; 
nor  did  he  care  for  a  rare  Elzevii-  which  I  brought 
out  of  my  pocket.  He  would  then  unlock  the  cas- 
ket where  be  kept  his  jewels,  and  would  delight  my 
eyes  with  something  rich  and  rare  that  be  had 
recently  obtained  in  a  hasty  visit  to  London,  made 
for  the  especial  purpose  of  a  book-hunt.  How  well 
do  I  recollect  the  glow  of  his  honest  face  as  he 
placed  before  me  a  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  torn  and 
dirty,  but  nevei-theless  a  fit  companion  for  the  im- 
perfect Caxtou  on  his  most  sacred  shelf,  Missals  he 
had,  and  early  English  Bibles.  They  raided  har- 
moniously side  by  side.  I  soon  grew  to  laugh  at  Dr. 
Peckham's  enthusiasm  ;  but  better  thoughts  would 
suggest  to  me  how  good  it  was  that  an  old  man  who 
bad  no  cares  of  children  to  engross  him, — one  who  had 
little  aptitude  for  the  acquirement  of  real  knowlec^e, 
scientific  or  literary — should  have  a  pursuit  which  was 
intensely  gratifying  to  him,  and  had  a  semblance  of 
learning  to  the  world  as  well  as  to  himself. 

Even  as  Sir  William  Jones  advised  the  young 
Templai-  to  read  over  law  catalogues  at  his  break- 
fast,  that  he  might  gain  a  general  perception  of 
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Ihe  leai'iiing  of  which  he  desired  to  become  the 
master,  so  I  gained  something  iilce  a  broad  view 
)f  the  range  of  hter-ature  by  my  bibliographical 
studies.  In  these  deahngs  in  second-hand  booiis, 
a  circumstance  occuiTed  which  I  think  Lad  some 
effect  in  leading  me  to  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
labours  of  my  future  life.  I  had  been  sent  to  a 
house  at  Old  Windsor  to  make  a  hst  of  books  belong- 
ing to  a  clergyman  who  had  received  an  appointment 
in  India.  When  the  price  to  be  given  had  been 
settled  at  home,  I  again  went  to  make  the  offer,  with 
the  money  in  my  hand.  The  generous  man  was 
pleased  with  what  he  considered  liberal  terms,  and 
said  to  me,  "Young  gentleman,  I  give  you  that 
imperfect  copy  of  Shakapere  for  yourself."  It  was 
the  first  folio.  Sadly  defective  it  was  in  many 
places.  I  devised  a  plan  for  making  the  rare  volume 
perfect.  The  fac-simile  edition,  then  recently  pub- 
lished, was  procured  Amongst  the  oldest  founts  of 
type  in  our  printing-office  was  one  which  exactly 
resembled  that  of  the  folio  of  1623.  We  had  abun- 
dant fly-leaves  of  seventeenth-century  books  whicli 
matched  the  paper'  on  which  this  edition  was  printed. 
I  set  myself  the  task  of  composing  every  p^e  that 
was  wholly  wanting,  or  was  torn  and  sullied.  When 
the  book  was  handsomely  bound  I  was  in  raptm-es  at 
my  handiwork.  I  was  to  have  the  copy  for  myself ; 
but  one  of  the  Eton  private -tutors,  to  whom  my 
father  showed  the  volume,  and  explained  how  it  had 
been  completed,  offered  a  tempting  price  for  it,  and 
my  treasure  passed  from  me.  Some  real  value 
remained.  The  process  of  setting  up  the  types  led 
me  to  understand  the  essential  differences  of  the 
eai'ly  text,  as  compai^ed  with  modern  editions  with 
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which  I  was  familiar,  especially  those  which  had  been 
maimed  and  defonned  for  the  purposes  of  the  stage. 
What  would  I  not  now  give,  could  I  obtain  this 
testimonial  that  I  had  not  been  altogether  uselessly 
employed  in  this  morning  of  my  life,  before  a  definite 
purpose  for  the  future  had  given  enei'gy  and  consis- 
tency to  my  pursuits  I 

My  future  walk  in  tlie  world  was  gi-aduaJly  shaping 
itself  into  a  distant  view  of  a  practicable  hill-side 
road.  It  became  clear  to  me  that,  as  the  professions 
seemed  to  be  shut  out  from  my  adoption  by  my 
father's  anxious  desire  that  I  should  remain  with  him, 
my  only  way  of  escape  from  the  petty  cares  of  the 
ti-ade  of  a  country  bookseller  and  smaU  printer  was  to 
make  literature,  in  some  way  or  other,  my  vocation. 
Is  was  not  by  writing  commonplace  essays  and  occa- 
sional odes  and  sonnets  (which  I  had  the  sense  to 
bum  as  fast  as  they  were  composed)  that  I  was  to 
cany  out  this  pm'pose.  If  I  were  to  aecomplish  any- 
thing, I  must  have  a  locus  sta/nM.  There  was  my 
father's  printing-office;  he  was  not  without  capital, 
Windsor,  with  ita  objects  of  interest,  was  without  a 
newspaper.  Some  day,  not  very  far  off,  should  my 
anibition  gain  me  the  conduct  of  such  a  journal  ?  I 
felt  that  the  vocation  of  a  journalist — even  of  a  pro- 
vincial journalist — ^i-equired  thought,  energy,  various 
knowledge.  1  apphed  myself  to  study  the  histoiy  of 
my  country  and  the  nature  of  its  institutions.  I 
had  Le  Lolme  and  Blackstone  often  at  my  side. 
Burke  enchanted  me.  Yet  I  did  not  wholly  sur- 
render my  political  faith  to  the  eloquent  philosophy 
which  had  become  Toryism,  and  which,  in  the  dread 
of  the  French  Revolution,  was  opposed  to  every 
change  and  every  obvious  remedy  for  the  grossest 
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abuses.  The  Hunts — John  and  Leigh — ^began  to 
publish  "The  Examiner"  in  1808.  To  my  enthu- 
siastic views,  the  Hunts  were  the  true  men — almost 
the  only  ones  who  spoke  the  truth— as  the  younger 
brother  was  the  most  winning  of  periodical  iivritera. 
Then  there  was  the  "Edinbui^h  Review  "—advo- 
cating Catholic  Emancipation  and  many  pi-actical 
reforms  which  were  held  as  dangerous  innovations, 
and-  which,  in  their  terror  of  the  word  "  innovation," 
legislators  were  afi-aid  to  touch.  But  when  the  Ile- 
viewei-s  were  indiscriminately  denouncing  the  conduct 
of  the  war  and  the  imbecility  of  the  Goveniment — 
bitter  in  their  sarcasms  against  administrative  mis- 
takes, depressing  in  their  belief  of  the  hopelessness 
of  the  contest,  and  ungenerous  in  their  appreciation  of 
the  only  military  leader  who  seemed  likely  to  stand 
between  the  living  and  the  dead  and  stay  the  plague, 
— I  could  see,  however  imperfectly,  the  one-sidedness 
of  political  pai-tizanship  which  neutralized  the  best 
efforts  of  the  Whig  Journal  Conflicting  opinions 
sometimes  distracted  me.  There  were  the  alterna- 
tions of  joy  and  of  gioom,  of  confidence  and  of  despair, 
as  tlie  events  of  1808-9  presented  themselves  to 
view.  The  insurrection  of  the  Spanish  Patriots  was 
a  beacon-light  amidst  the  darkness.  The  people 
were  shouting  one  day  for  Wellesley's  triumph  over 
Junot,  and  the  next  day  cursing  the  Convention  of 
Cintra.  Moore  had  marched  into  Spain  in  No- 
vember ;  on  the  1st  of  January  he  had  accomplished 
his  disastrous  retreat  to  Corunna,  there  won  a  vic- 
tory and  died  a  soldier's  death.  Never  shall  I  forget 
my  feelings  on  the  bitter  cold  day  on  which  this 
news  arrived, -nor  the  indignation  with  which,  some 
months  after,  his  Journal  was  perused.     There  camo 
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to  Windsor  tlie  son  of  a  joiner,  who  had  left  iiis 
father's  hoime  a  stalwart  dragoon,  and  returned 
crippled  and  emaciated  from  tlio  Spanish  campaign. 
He  lent  me  his  simple  diary  of  his  sufferings  and 
privations,  which  told  of  the  horrors  of  wai-  far 
nrore  forcibly  than  the  newspaper  repoi'ts  of  the 
wounded  and  fever-stricken  who  filled  the  hospitals. 
The  puhhc  mind  was  inflamed  by  the  mixed  feehngs 
of  disappointment  and  pity.  Then  came  the  wretched 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  York.  The 
hopes  that  had  been  revived  of  Germany  being 
roused  to  resistance  were  dissipated  by  the  battle  of 
Wagi'am.  The  expectation  of  a  mighty  blow  to  be 
struck  by  England  single-handed  against  France,  by 
the  greatest  armament  that  had  ever  left  our  shores, 
calne  to  an  end  in  the  pestilent  marshes  of  Wal- 
cheren,  Talavera  failed  to  raise  the  once-sanguiae 
national  spirit.  It  was  a  long  while  before  many 
people  wai'med  into  hope  and  confidence ;  months, 
and  even  years,  before  they  could  fully  learn  to  dis- 
believe the  prophecies  of  the  Wliigs,  and  refuse  to 
throw  themselves  in  the  dust  before  the  car  of  the 
conqueror.  For  myself,  I  had  the  old  patriotic  asso- 
ciations around  me  to  prevent  me  wholly  agi^eeing 
with  the  freeholders  of  my  county  in  their  address 
to  the  King,  that,  "  under  the  government  of  persons 
apparently  inadequate  to  avert  the  dangei-s  and  diSi- 
culties  of  the  country,  we  see  no  end  to  our  misfor- 
times."  I  was  not  yet  prepared  to  write  Finis 
Anglim.  With  my  fellow-townspeople  of  all  j-anks 
and  ages,  I  went  into  the  boundless  excitement  of 
the  Jubilee  of  the  25th  of  October  ;  was  a  managei 
of  the  OS-roasting  in  the  Bachelor's  Acre ;  marched 
in  a  procession  of  Bachelors,  in  the  evening  costume 


Hosted  by  Google 


1%  EARLY   REMINISCENCES  : 

of  Llue  coat,  white  waistcoat,  knee-breeches,  and  silk 
stockings,  to  present  slices  of  the  ox  on  %  silver  salver 
to  the  Queen  and  Princesses ;  danced  at  the  Jubi- 
lee Ball,  at  the  Town  Hall ;  and  wrote  satirical 
verses  upon  the  genteel  exclusives  who  attempted 
to  separate  the  attorneys'  wives  and  daughters  from 
the  grocere'  wives  and  daughters,  by  stretching  a 
silken  rope  across  the  room,  thus  forming  two  sets. 
I  somehow  recollect  that  the  plebeian  ladies  were  aa 
well  di-essed,  and  ratter  more  beautiful,  than  those 
above  the  rope,  so  that  a  good  many  of  the  exalted 
were  left  without  paiinera — at  least,  by  the  younger 
officers  of  the  Blues  and  the  Stafford  Militia 

Windsor  was  a  town  that  had  ceased,  in  those  days, 
to  be  the  residence  of  many  persons  of  independent 
fortunes.  There  was  mushroom  gentility  growing  up 
at  the  Castle's  foot ;  there  was  the  unapproachable 
dignity  of  Canons  of  Windsor  and  Fellows  of  Eton ; 
there  were  the  pretensions  of  brewers  and  corn- 
dealera,  who  flattered  themselves  that  they  ranked 
fai-  above  shopkeepers.  An  atmosphere  of  proud 
ignorance  was  surrounding  the  whole  region.  I  had 
a  confident  belief  that  I  could  do  something,  among 
my  own  class,to  dissipate  this  fog.  In  1810  I  foiTaed 
some  dozen  young  men  into  a  Beading  Society.  We 
hired  a  room  of.  the  corporation  in  connection  with 
the  Town  HaU.  They  elected  me  their  President. 
Twenty-three  yearns  aftei'wards  Sir  John  Herschelwas 
the  President  of  a  similar  society  at  Windsor ;  and  in 
a  lecture  which  I  then  delivered  I  told  my  oldtowns- 
men  how  we  had  fiiiled,  and  what  were  the  changes 
of  opinion  that  had  made  one  of  the  greatest  scientifie 
men  of  the  age  a  leader  in  the  diffusion  of  intelli- 
gence, whilst  ridicule  awaited  the  earlier  effort  of 
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myself  and  a  few  others.  In  the  old  box  of  foi'gotten 
records  of  my  tentative  progress  to  usefulness  in  my 
generation,  I  find  my  inaugural  address.  Let  me 
copy  a  passage  to  exhibit  a  specimen  of  the  good  old 
timea : — 

"An  opinion  has  been  set  forth  with  no  little 
activity,  and  with  a  plausibility  of  ridicule  sufEciout 
to  actuate  those  who  ought  to  liave  united  most 
cordially  in  this  measure — a  cry  which  has  been 
raised  in  tho  haunts  of  the  ignorant  and  at  the, 
tables  of  the  educated — that  it  is  departing  from,  our 
proper  sphere  of  action  to  engage  in  pursuits  of  this 
nature.  These  sagacious  reasoners  would  imply  that 
the  common  reward  of  ordinary  occupation  is  suffi- 
cient t-o  ei^oss  every  faculty  of  the  industrious  part 
of  the  community.  No  pursuits  shall  fill  up  the  hour 
of  relaxation  but  those  of  trifling  vulgarity  or  listless 
inaction.  Good  heavens !  when  I  devote  myself  to 
occupations  which  are  alike  rendered  necessary  by 
my  duty  and  my  interest,  am  I  to  extinguish  every 
honourable  and  praiseworthy  feeling  and  rest  satisfied 
with  the  toi-pid  exercise  of  daily  drudgery  ?  "When 
these  cold-heai-ted  bigots  would  thus  exclude  me  from 
evei-y  gi-atification  of  intellect,  why  do  they  not 
demand  that  I  should  close  my  eyes  to  the  appear- 
ances of  universal  nature,  where  every  object  excites 
my  curiosity  and  my  wonder  'i  I  am  so  sufficiently 
convinced  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  an  indus- 
trious life,  that  I  will  never  exchange  it  for  the  gaudy 
insipidity  of  luxurious  idleness  ;  but  I  will  yet  ear- 
nestly endeavour  to  raise  its  importance,  by  acquisi- 
tions that  will  exempt  me  from  the  oppressions  of 
power  or  the  arrogance  of  wealth." 

Let  me  not,   looking    back   upon  these   days,   do 
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injustice  to  those  who  prevented  the  extension  of 
what  would  now  be  called  a  "Literaiy  and  Scientiiic 
Institution."  I  believe  we  were  ourselves  exclusives ; 
and  that  if  any  one  of  our  members  had  proposed 
the  admission  of  the  most  intelligent  joumejman 
amongst  us,  the  sons  of  substantial  tradesmen  and 
the  lawyers'  or  bankers'  clerks  would  have  hooted 
him  down.  The  age  of  mechanics'  institutes,  in  wliich 
it  is  desired,  if  not  altogether  attained,  that  all  aa'e 
to  meet  oii  the  common  platform  of  knowledge,  was 
still  far  off.  The  opinions  of  the  great  majority  were 
against  adult  education  altogether.  The  young  men 
of  the  middle  class  were  to  rest  satisfied  with  their 
small  school  acquirements.  For  the  working  class 
to  i-ead  books  was  to  make  them  dangerous  members 
of  society.  Nevertheless,  some  did  read ;  and  their 
reading  was  not  altogether  of  that  innocent  but 
dreary  kind  which  those  who  di'opped  tracts  in  poor 
men's  homes,  about  the  duty  of  loyal  obedience  and 
reverential  content,  thought  sufficient— the  nest  best 
thing  to  the  old  safe  ignorance. 

A  great  revolution  was  coming  over  "Windsor,  In 
November,  1810,  the  Piincess  Amelia  died.  The 
youngest  daughter  of  George  III.  —  perhaps  the 
most  beautiful  of  a  beautiful  female  family — had  for 
some  years  been -a  sufferer  from  a  malady  which  the 
.  best  surgical  advice  had  arrested  but  had  failed  to 
cure.  One  of  the  Frogmore  fetes  was  given  in 
honour  of  her  supposed  lestoration  and  I  remember 
a  transparency  of  Hygeia  which  was  an  emblem  of 
gratitude  for  a  signal  blessing  Attei  the  death  of 
the  Princess,  I  had  the  task  of  makmg  a  catalogue 
of  her  well-selected  library,  m  the  suito  of  apartments 
which  she  occupied  on  the  East  side  of  the  Castle. 
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It  seemed  like  a  voice  from  the  tomb  when  I  recently 
lighted  upon  a  touching  prayer,  which  I  had  copied 
from  a  blank  leaf  of  her  Prayer  Book  It  will  not 
now  be  considered  a  violation  of  confidence  if  I 
print  it  : 

"Gracioua  God,  support  thy  unworthy  servant  in 
this  time  of  trial.  Let  not  the  least  murmur  escape 
my  lips,  nor  any  sentiment  but  of  the  deepest  resig- 
nation enter  my  heart ;  let  me  make  the  use  Thou 
intendest  of  that  affliction  Thou  hast  laid  upon  ma 
It  has  convinced  me  of  the  vanity  and  emptiness  of 
all  things  here;  let  it  draw  me  to  Thee  as  my 
suppoii,  and  fill  my  heart  with  pious  trust  in  Thee, 
and  in  the  blessings  of  a  redeeming  Saviour,  as  the 
only  consolations  of  a  state  of  trial.     Amen." 

The  illness  of  the  Piiacess  Amelia  produced  an 
effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  King  from  which  he 
never  recovered.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
repeat  the  story  of  the  ring  which  she  placed  upon 
her  father's  finger,  nor  to  infer  the  mysteries  which 
were  supposed  to  be  involved  in  that  solemn  appeal 
to  his  affection.  This  interview  is  popularly  held  to 
have  called  forth,  with  a  fatal  intensity,  the  dormant 
insanity  of  his  constitution.  At  the  beginning  of 
1811  the  Kegency  Bill  passed.  Then  we  looked  upon 
the  Queen's  council — archbishops,  chancellor,  chief 
justices,  master  of  the  rolls,  lord-chamberlain,  maater 
of  the  horse — driving  through  our  stieets,  for  their 
periodical  inspection  of  their  afflicted  sovereign.  The 
council  of  the  6th  of  April,  1811,  was  thus  attended. 
Rumours  soon  went  forth  that  the  King  was  better. 
On  Sunday  night,  the  20th  of  May,  our  town  was  in 
a  fever  of  excitement,  at  the  author-ised  report  that 
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the  next  day  the  physicians  would  allow  his  Majesty 
to  appear  in  pubJic  On  that  Monday  morning  it 
was  said  that  his  saddle-horse  was  ordered  to  be  got 
i-eady.  This  truly  was  no  wild  nimour,  We  crowded 
to  the  Park  and  the  Castle  Yai-d.  The  favourite 
horse  was  there.  The  venerable  man,  blind  but 
steady,  was  soon  in  the  saddle,  as  I  had  often  seen 
him, — a  hobby-gi'oom  at  his  side  with  a  leading 
rein.  He  rode  through  the  Little  Park  to  the  Great 
Park.  The  belts  rang ;  the  ti-oops  fired  a/ew  dejoie. 
The  King  returned  to  the  Castle  within  an  hour.  He 
was  never  again  seen  outside  those  walls. 

The  faihu'e  of  my  scheme  of  an  association  for 
mutual  improvement  was  a  blow  to  mo.  1  had  other 
moi-tifications  which  disgusted  me  more  and  more 
with  my  position,  dnd  made  me  fear  that  it  would  be 
a  wild  attempt  to  establish  a  journal  at  Windsor.  I 
was  again  di-iven  to  the  moody  companionship  of  my 
own  thoughts.  For  two  years  the  dear  tutor  of  my 
school-days  at  Ealing  had  resided  neai'  Windsor — 
occasionally  doing  duty  at  our  church — onco  more 
my  wa.rm  friend  and  instructor.  Under  his  guidance 
I  accomplished  a  distant  and  a  wearisome  travel,  but 
with  a  new  sense  of  pleasure  in  beholding  unfamiliar 
scenes.  With  him  I  saw  the  sea  for  the  first  time. 
With  him  I  made  the  tedious  and  somewhat 
perilous  passage  from  London  Bridge  to  Mai^ate. 
Ye  happier  youths  and  maidens  of  another  gene- 
ration, smile  not  at  the  epithets  I  bestow  upon  this 
sail  upon  a  summer-sea.  None  of  you  citizens  of  the 
2oth  of  Victoria  can  fitly  understand  what  those  had 
to  go  through  in  the  50th  of  George  III.,  who  ven- 
tured upon  the  deck  of  a  Margate  hoy.  The  quick 
run  in  the  steamer  from  Tilbuiy  after  the  comfortable 
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early  dinnev,  and  then  your  shrimps  and  tea  in  your 
lodging-house  long  before  the  aim  is  down — contrast 
these  delights  with  what  I  have  to  remember.  A 
hurried  breakfast  at  six,  so  as  to  be  on  board  at 
seven ;  two  hours  of  danger  amidst  the  colliers  in  the 
Pool ;  a  pelting  storm  in  the  nver,  with  no  luxurious 
cabin  to  fly  to  ;  Gravesend  clock  striking  two  as  we 
di-ifted  past  the  dingy  town ;  hungry ;  the  steward 
provided  with  no  more  tempting  fai'e  than  a  slice  of 
hard  boiled-beef  and  a  lump  of  stony  cheese ;  no 
drink  but  rum  and  water,  for  brandy  was  almost 
unknown  and  soda-water  undiscovered ;  the  wind 
rising;  the  waves  raging;  gi'oans  above  and  below; 
darkness  soon  after  we  had  passed  the  Nore ;  then 
the  hoy  becalmed  off  Heme  Bay ;  Margate  cliffs  in 
sight  as  another  morning  breaks;  no  pier  to  land  at; 
a  pickaback  ride  through  the  surf  in  a  dirty  fellow's 
grasp ;  a  shniggle  between  the  temptations  of  break- 
fast or  bed ;  a  decision  for  bed ;  and  a  second  day  al- 
most gone  before  we  can  find  our  appetite  or  our  legs. 
Circumstances  too  soon  removed  the  friend  of  mj 
boyhood  to  a  distant  part  of  the  couutiy.  I  was 
alone.  I  pined  for  the  conversation  of  educated  men. 
No  one  took  heed  of  me.  I  writhed  under  neglect ; 
but  I  lost  little  in  not  being  familiar  with  those 
above  me  in  station.  There  was  a  coarseness  of 
mannei-s,  not  only  amongst  haif-pay  ofEcers  and 
retired  tradesmen,  but  amongst  persons  of  indepen- 
dent means  and  good  families — aye,  even  amongst 
courtiers — which  revolted  me.  I  have  heard  at  our 
mayor's  feast  toasts  proposed  by  men  whose  rank  gave 
them  a  claim  to  the  seats  of  honour,  which  the  lowest 
and  the  most  ignorant  would  now  be  ashamed  to  utter. 
Nqtwithstanding  my  strong  local  attachment,  I  gi-ew 
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to  be  thoroughly  disgusted  with  my  position  at 
Windsor.  Ahout  this  time  I  became  possessed  of  a 
small  entailed  estate  at  Ivor,  which  I  fancied  would 
give  me  the  means  of  emancipation  from  a  life  that 
had  become  distasteful  to  me.  I  entreated  my  father 
to  enter  me  as  a  student  at  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court. 
He  at  last  gave  a  I'clitctant  consent,  and  weut  to 
London,  to  make  tlio  necessary  arrangements,  as  I 
beheved.  We  neither  of  us  knew  much  about  the  pro- 
bationary condition  of  a  ban-ister's  hfe,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  obtain  some  accurate  information.  His 
friend,  the  Editor  of  a  daily  paper  {of  whom  I  shall 
have  more  particularly  to  speak),  dissuaded  my  father 
from  encouraging  my  ambition.  My  father  returned 
with  snch  a  dismal  picture  of  the  life  which  I  had 
courted,  that  I  somewhat  doggedly  I'esumod  my  easy 
and  inglorious  occupation  ;  not  without  a  belief  that 

\t  shapes  oni  ends, 
we  will." 

I  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  "  A  Working  Life 
during  Half  a  Century."  I  had  a  few  months  of 
experiment  before  the  final  choice  of  a  career ;  but 
those  months  brought  with  them  new  responsibiJities, 
which  were  essentially  work.  My  trade  appreatice- 
ahip  was  ended. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

;]CCASIONAL  glimpses  of  London  had 
been  allowed  to  me  in  ray  boyish  days. 
In  Febi-uary,  1812, 1  was  to  be  a  resident 
therein  for  some  weeks ;  to  hear  the  pul- 
sations of  the  mighty  heart ;  to  be  face  to  face  with 
gi-eat  public  things.  My  father's  friend,  Mr.  Geoi^e 
Lane,  was  the  editor  of  a  morning  paper,  the  "British 
Press,"  and  of  an  evening  paper,  the  "Globe."  The 
office  of  these  papers  wae  in  the  Sti'and,  on  tlie  pre- 
mises where  the  "Globe"  is  still  published.  Under 
his  general  guidance  I  was  to  have  a  brief  apprentice- 
ship as  an  honoraiy  member  of  the  staff  of  reporters 
belonging  to  his  establishment.  I  might  make  myself 
useful  if  I  could ;  but  I  was  under  no  serious  responsi- 
bihty,  I  had,  however,  so  much  eagerness  to  behold 
the  novel  and  exciting  matters  which  such  a  position 
offered  to  me — if  possible  to  render  tliem  an  important 
part  of  my  education — that  my  ■wniimgncss  to  work 
soon  obtained  me  work  to  do  I  w  as  placed  under  the 
care  of  my  friend's  stepson,  upon  whom  devolved  the 
duty  of  arranging  the  division  of  labour  amongst 
the  repoiters,  but  taking  no  share  himself  in  their 
iictualwork.    He  was  a  kiod-beai-ted  Irishman,  some- 
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what  duller  than  most  of  his  literary  countrymen ; 
not  very  zealous  in  the  enforcement  of  discipliae 
amongst  the  troop  of  which  he  was  the  lieutenant ; 
more  frequently  to  be  found  in  the  neighbouring 
coffee-houses  than  in  the  Gallery ;  but,  nevertheless, 
useful  in  picking  up  the  on  dUs  of  the  LoTj'ij-.  I 
walked  with  him  to  the  House  on  the  second  day  of 
my  new  town-life. 

To  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  youth  from  the 
countiy,  we  go  through  Westminster  Hall.  The 
little  shops  .of  the  seventeenth  century  and  much 
later  have  been  cleared  away.  Soane's  ugly  and 
inconvenient  Courts  between  the  buttresses  have  not 
yet  been  built.  Within  the  hall,  near  the  entrance 
in  Palace  Yard,  are  two  trumpery  wooden  buildings, 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Coui't  of  Ex- 
chequer, At  the  upper  end  of  the  hall  are  two 
similar  erections,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and 
the  Comi  of  Chancery.  We  pass  below  these  through 
a  small  door  in  the  comer,  and  are  quickly  in  the 
Exchequer  Coffee-house.  There,  apart  from  other 
company,  are  half  a  dozen  gentlemen  very  merry 
over  their  wine.  I  am  introduced  to  one  or  two  of 
these  gentlemen,  and  am  invited  to  take  a  glass  with 
them.  Though  somewhat  prodigal  amongst  them- 
selves of  what  we  now  call  "  chaff,"  they  spared  the 
shy  stripling  who  suddenly  found  himself  in  the 
midst  of  men  of  talent,  who,  whether  attached  to  the 
" Chronicle,"  the  " Post,"  or  the  "Times,"  appeared 
to  regard  all  political  questions  with  the  sublimest 
indifference.  One  I  especially  remember  as  looking 
upon  the  laughing  side  of  human  affau-s,  and  never 
unmindful  of  the  enjoyment  of  the  passing  hour,  even 
amidst  the  monotonous  perfoimancs  of  his  duty  in 
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the  reporter's  function.  Age  could  not  wither,  nor  cus- 
tom stale,  the  infinite  sociality  of  William  Jerdan,  as  I 
knew  him  in  yeare  when  the  third  and  fourth  Georges 
had  passed  away.  I  saw  that,  in  this  pleasant  party, 
he  was  not  alone  in  his  conviction  that  when  one  of  the 
orators  who  could  quickly  empty  theHouse  was  up,he 
might  linger  awhile  before  he  took  his  turn,  and  pick 
up  something  of  what  the  bore  had  said  from  those 
who  had  had  the  misfortune  to  note  his  platitudes. 
We  are  at  last  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons—not a  gi-and  vestibule,  but  a  shabby  room 
with  a  1q^  ceiliug.  We  enter  by  a  swing  door — mem- 
bers and  strangere  indiscriminately — and  move  to  the 
left  side  of  the  gangway  by  which  members  pass  to 
the  sacred  door  of  the  housa  We  stand  by  the  fire- 
place. My  companion  has  some  infoi-mation  to 
obtain  fi'om  an  Irish,  member  of  his  acquaintance — 
perhaps  lie  has  only  to  ask  for  a  frank — and  he  waits 
his  opportunity.  I  am  somewhat  tired  of  this  delay, 
and  long  to  be  looking  upon  the  stirring  scene  within. 
For  ever  and  anon,  as  the  door  opens,  I  hear  a  loud 
voice,  and  catch  a  peep  of  a  member  gesticulating 
amidst  cheers  and  laughter,  and  the  Speaker  crying 
"  Order  I  order  1 "  At  length  we  ascend  the  naiTow 
stairs  to  the  Strangers'  Gallery.  I  am  allowed  to 
pass  as  a  reporter.  It  is  the  sole  privilege  accorded 
to  those  without  whom  Parliament  would  become  a 
voice  shut  up  in  a  cavern.  The  gallery  is  crowded 
with  members'  constituents,  who  have  come  with 
orders,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  the  guardian  of 
the  toU-bai'  on  the  stairs.  He  would  rather  see  his 
customary  half-crown,  which  others  have  paid.  We 
put  our  heads  in ;  and  I  observe  on  the  back  bench^ 
which  by  it«  elevation  commands  a  view  of  the  body 
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of  the  House — ^half-a-dozen  reporters  Luaily  employed 
with  their  note-books.  This  back  bench  is  theii-s  by 
custom,  but  not  by  light.  If  the  gallery  should  be 
cleared  for  a  division,  the  staff  of  the  Joui-nals  mil 
take  care  to  keep  as  close  to  the  door  as  possible, 
that  they  may  regain  their  places  after  the  division. 
It  was  later,  if  I  remember  rightly,  that  they  had  a 
separate  door  of  admission  to  this  especial  seat.  It 
was  fourteen  years  later  that  a  Reporters'  Room  was 
assigned  them  atone  extremity  of  the  gaUery  passage. 
It  is  enough  for  me,  on  this  my  first  night,  to  look 
upon  the  general  aspect  of  the  House.  In  a  week  or 
two,  by  persevering  attendance,  I  become  familiar 
with  the  personal  appearance  of  the  leaders  on  either 
side.  To  the  right  of  the  Speaker,  on  the  ministerial 
bench  there  sit,  Spencer  Perceval,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ;  Vicary  Gibbs,  Attorney-General ;  Rydei-, 
Home  Secretary;  George  Rose  ;  Palmerston;  Croker, 
Castlereagh  ia  sitting  high  up  above  the  Treasury 
bench.  Canning  is  on  the  cross  bench  below.  To 
the  left  of  the  Speaker  are  Ponsonby,  Brougham, 
Eurdett,  Grattan,  Homer,  Romilly,  Sheridan,  Tier- 
ney,  Whitbread,  All  of  these  ai'e  gone  but  two,  to 
whom  it  has  been  permitted  to  vindicate  the  belief 
that  it  is  the  privilege  of  genius  never  to  grow  old. 
I  practise  myself  in  reporting  for  my  own  amusement 
and  instruction.  In  not  writing  short-hand,  I  have 
no  inferiority  to  the  experienced  men  around  me  ;  for 
I  observe  that  very  few  have  acquired,  or  at  any  rate 
employ,  that  useful  ai't.  The  debates  of  1812  were 
not  expected  to  he  reported  so  fuUy  as  in  more  recent 
times.  Often  members  complained  that  their  sayings 
were  misrepresented.  Such  complaints  were  gene- 
rally met  by  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House 
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to  punish  the  offender.  It  was  very  daring  in  Mr. 
Brougham  to  hint,  on  such  an  occasion  in  1812,  that 
"  Gentlemen  should  consider  the  disadvantages  under 
which  reports  of  their  debates  were  taken."  With  a 
mock  solemnity  the  Speaker  called  "  Order ! "  and 
the  cry  of  "  Order  ! "  echoed  through  the  House.  To 
recognise  the  presence  at  its  debates  of  the  obscure 
eti-augers  who  sat  on  the  back  bench  of  the  gallery 
wotdd  have  been  to  compromise  the  privileges  of 
Pai-liament.  This  hypocrisy  was  a  queei-  relic  of  those 
times  when  the  repression  of  public  opinion  was  held 
to  be  the  security  of  the  State. 

Thursday,  the  27th  of  February,  is  to  be  a  gi'eat 
field-day  in  the  Commons.  I  must  be  there  at  noon, 
to  secure  a  seat  in  the  gallery.  There  I  sit,  looking 
upon  the  empty  House  till  the  Speaker  comes  in. 
The  prayers  are  read,  and  some  uninteresting  orders 
of  the  day  are  disposed  of.  Strangers  are  crowding 
in,  and  we  hold  our  places  as  we!!  as  we  can  against 
the  rush.  There  are  apparently  two  or  three  seats 
vacant  on  the  front  bench.  A  wicked  gentleman  of 
the  press  suggests  to  a  despairing  provincial  that 
there  he  may  be  accommodated.  He  strides  and 
pushes  to  the  desired  haven,  amidst  a  suppressed 
titter,  and  is  horror-struck  to  find  that  there  he  can 
neither  see  nor  hear,  The  back  of  the  great  clock 
is  his  obstructing  enemy.  This  is  the  standing  joke 
n^htly  repeated.  It  was  as  successful  in  producing  a 
titter  as  the  Tvmeo  Danaos  below,  when  it  was  the 
fashion  for  young  and  even  old  members  to  air  their 
musty  Latin  in  bald  quotations,  as  some  lady  novelists 
interlard  their  feeble  English  with  boarding-school 
French,  The  routine  business  is  over.  The  battle 
is  about  to  begin.     Sir  Thomas  Turton  is  to  bring 
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on  a  motion  on  the  state  of  the  nation.  Ho  was  a 
true  professor  of  the  Whig  creed — ^that  the  contest 
against  the  French  Emperor  was  hopeless — that  the 
Spanish  war  would  last  as  long  as  the  Peloponnesian, 
with  littie  probabihty  of  success.  He  touched  upon 
the  Orders  in  Council ;  hut  was  told  by  the  clever 
ministerial  supporter,  Mr.  Eohinson,  that  such  dis- 
cussion had  better  be  reserved  for  the  forthcoming 
debate,  upon  the  motion  of  which  notice  had  been 
given  "  by  a  learned  gentleman  of  great  talents  and 
extensive  information,"  In  two  years  from  the  time 
when  he  had  made  his  maiden  speech,  Mr.  Brougham 
had  thus  become  an  authority  in  the  House.  The 
debate  of  the  27th  of  February  was  spirited.  It 
appeared  likely  to  close  at  an  early  hour,  for  the 
gallery  was  being  cleared  for  a  division.  But  Mr. 
Whitbread  rose,  and  called  upon  Lord  Castlereagh  to 
give  some  explanation  of  his  views,  especially  upon 
the  Catholic  question,  now  that  he  was  likely  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Administration.  The  Mar- 
quis Wellesley  had  resigned  the  seals  of  the  Foreign 
Office  a  week  before  The  most  important  declara- 
tions of  the  session  were  thus  called  forth.  Mr.  Per- 
ceval and  Lord  Castlereagh  declai-ed  that  they  and 
the  Ministry  were  unanimous  against  granting  the 
Catholic  claims  now.  The  debate  was  dragging  on 
tin  two  o'clock.  The  reporters  had  expected  that, 
after  the  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister,  the  House 
would  divide.  I  was  left  by  the  staff  of  the  "  British 
Press"  to  make  a  short  note  if  anything  should  occur, 
XJp  rose  Mr.  Canning.  Somewhat  alarmed  I  began 
to  wi-ite.  I  gained  confidence.  His  gi'aceful  sentences 
had  no  involved  construction  to  render  them  difficult 
to  follow.     His  impressive  elocution  fixed  his  words 
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in  my  memory.  Some  matters  I  necessarily  passed 
ovei- ;  but  the  great  point  of  hia  speech,  that  he 
was  for  speedily  granting  the  Cathohc  claims  -with 
due  saf^uards,  was  an  important  one  for  the  journal 
which  I  was  suddenly  called  upon  to  represent,  and 
I  caught  the  spirit,  if  not  the  full  words,  of  the 
declaration  in  which  he  stood  opposed  to  the 
Minister,  and  to  hia  own  ancient  rival  I  ran  to 
the  office  (for  young  legs  were  faster  than  hackney- 
coaches),  wrote  my  repoi-t,  to  the  astonishment  of 
the  regular  staff  of  ropoiiei-s,  and  went  happy  to 
bed  at  five  o'clock.  I  doubt  whether  any  Uterary 
success  of  my  after-life  gave  me  as  much  pleasure 
as  this  feat. 

The  accomplished  wife  of  my  friend  the  editor  held 
a  sort  of  levde  every  morning  in  her  drawing-room. 
Whilst  he  was  labouring  upon  his  evening  papers, 
Miu  Lane  was  picking  up  the  gossip  of  the  town 
fi-om  members  of  Parliament  who  dropped  in — from 
authors,  players,  and  artists.  On  the  morning  of  the 
28th,  Lord  Byron  was  the  great  theme  in  his  capa- 
city of  politician,  when  we  were  anxiously  expecting 
a  poem  whose  excellence  was  bruited  abroad.  The 
night  before,  he  had  delivered  his  maiden  speech  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  against  the  Bill  for  making  the 
destruction  or  injury  of  stocking  or  lace  frames  a 
capital  offence.  It  was  a  set  speech — declamatory 
rather  than  reasoning.  He  believed  that  it  was  a 
gi-eat  speech,  and  had  a  right  so  to  believe  from  the 
compliments  that  were  paid  him  in  the  House.  A 
week  after  this  appeared  "  Childe  Harold."  He  says 
in  one  of  his  journals,  "  Nobody  ever  thought  of  my 
prose  afterwards,  nor  mdeed  did  L"  It  was  then 
that   he   awoke    one   morning   and   found   himself 
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famous.  It  is  difficult,  after  the  lapse  of  half  a 
century,  to  describe,  -without  the  appearance  of  ex- 
aggei-ation,  the  effect  which  Loi-d  Byron's  poetiy 
produced,  year  after  year,  upon  the  younger  minds 
of  that  time.  Its  tone  was  in  harmony  with  the 
great  vicissitudes  of  the  world.  Its  passionate  ex- 
hibition of  deep  and  often  morbid  feelings  was 
akin  with  the  emotions  that  were  engendered  by 
the  ti-emendous  straggle  in  which  England  was  en- 
gaged— its  alteraations  of  rapture  and  depression,  its 
court^e  and  its  despair.  What  we  now  call  "sensa- 
tion" dramas  and  "sensation"  novels  are  the  lineal 
descendants  of  the  verse  romances  in  which,  under 
every  variety  of  clime  and  costume,  Byron  was  pour- 
ing forth  his  own  feelings — mdifferent  to  the  possible 
injury  to  others  of  that  contempt  for  the  convea- 
tionahties  of  society  which  made  him  parade  liis 
misanthropy  and  his  scepticism,  his  loves  and  his 
hatreds,  before  all  mankind.  The  coiTuption  thus 
engendered  was  more  the  corruption  of  taste  than 
of  morals.  Our  Castalian  spring  became  insipid 
without  a  dash  of  alcohol.  Scott  paled  in  this 
strong  light.  The  Lake  poets  underwent  an  ecUpse. 
This  could  not  have  been  accomphshed  without  high 
genius ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  sensual 
egotism  of  Byi-on  would, have  ever  allowed  him  to 
take  a  higher  place  than  he  now  talies  amongst  the 
Enghsh  immortals. 

My  life  during  these  two  months  in  London  was  a 
round  of  excitement.  The  theatre  was  open  to  me 
— the  one  theatre,  Covent  Gai'den,  where  I  could  see 
John  Kemble  and  Charles  Young,  and  the  best  comic 
actors — where  once,  and  once  only,  I  saw  Mrs.  Sid- 
dons,  before  she  left  the  stage  in  June  of  that  year. 
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Dmiy  Lane  was  being  rebuilt.  There  was  no  other 
theatre  in  London,  except  "the  little  theatre  in  the 
Haymarket "  for  summer  perfonnances.  The  theatri- 
cal monopoly  waa  vigorously  contended  for  by  what 
was  deemed  the  liberal  party  in  ParUament.  A  Bill 
had  been  brought  in  for  estabhahing  a  new  theatre 
for  dramatic  entertainments  within  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Westminster.  It  was  opposed,  because,  said 
some  Liberals  who  bad  become  shareholders  inDmry 
Lane,  it  wont  to  supersede  the  royal  prei-ogative  for 
gi-anting  licences  for  dramatic  exliihition.  It  ■n'as 
in  vain  urged  that  the  monopolists  had  built  play- 
houses in  which  a  great  many  could  see  and  no  one 
could  hear,  and  thus  we  had  dogs,  elephants,  and 
horses  introduced  on  the  stage.  Mr.  Whitbread, 
who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  rebuilding 
of  IJiTiry  Lane  upon  the  same  piinciple  of  sa<ailicing 
sense  to  show,  contended  that  the  taste  of  the  people 
must  be  foUowcd  as  well  as  guided.  With  these 
notions,  Mr.  Whitbread  was  to  become  a  caterer  for 
the  public  taste,  as  one  of  the  committee  of  manage- 
ment for  the  theatre  upon  whose  portico  Shakspere 
was  set  to  shiver  outside,  httle  regarded  till  the 
gi-eatest  of  modem  actors  should  bring  him  once 
more  into  fashion. 

Of  the  many  intellectual  excitements — not  with- 
out accompanying  temptations  to  which  I  was  ex- 
posed,— the  most  atti-aetive  was  the  Club  of  the 
Eccentrics.  Mr.  Peter  Cunningham,  in  his  admirable 
"Hand-book  of  London,"  tells  us  that  in  May's 
Buildings,  St.  Martin's  Lane,  the  Sutlierland  Arms 
"  was  the  favourite  place  of  meeting  of  'the  Eccen- 
tncs,'  a  club  of  privileged  wits  so  called."  The  wits 
had  ceitainly  not  here  any  exclusive  possession  of  the 
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privileges  of  such  a  club  ;  for  without  a  considerable 
infusion  of  dulncss  they  would  have  missed  many 
an  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  their  time-honoured 
art, — "to  cut  blocks  with  a  razor,"  On  ordinary 
nights  the  company  at  the  Sutherland  Arms  had  as 
little  pretensions  to  the  character  of  wita  as  the 
membera  of  Goldsmith's  "  Muzzy  Club."  They  ate 
their  kidneys  ;  they  smoked  their  pipes  ;  they  read 
the  newspaper ;  and  they  made  profound  reflections 
upon  the  war  and  the  ministry.  But  upon  Saturday 
nights  the  calm  is  invaded  by  a  rush  of  reporters.  On 
such  a  night  I  am  admitted,  upon  payment  of  the  fee 
of  half-a^a'own;  am  duly  harangued  by  the  chairman 
chosen  for  the  occasion,  who  descants  upon  the  glories 
of  a  society  which  numbered  the  greatest  of  the  age  ; 
sign  my  name  in  the  big  book,  which  really  contains 
some  records  of  the  illustrious,  and  am  glad  to 
have  made  my  reply,  and  have  gone  to  a  table  to 
eat  my  supper.  Then  it  is  moved  that  the  chair 
should  be  taken  by  Mr.  Jones,  to  hear  "  a  charge." 
I'or  three  hours  I  listen  to  gleams  of  wit  and  flashes 
of  eloquence — intermingled  with  the  occasional  ven- 
tures of  a  rash  ambition  which  provoke  laughter, 
and  with  small  attempts  at  fnn  which  call  forth 
groans — so  that  midnight  arrives  and  I  have  no 
disposition  for  rest.  A  name  or  two  of  those  to 
whom  I  have  rapturously  listened  have  not  alto- 
gether perished  out  of  the  ken  of  a  new  generation-, 
Kichard  Lalor  Sheil  belongs  to  history.  Once  or 
twice  I  was  witness  to  the  profound  admiration, 
entertained  by  men  who  were  not  incompetent 
judges,  of  the  wondrous  eloquence  of  a  reporter 
named  Brownley.  Some  of  the  elders  of  the  company 
told  me  that  ho  came  nearer  to  the  excellences  of 
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Burke  than  any  living  maiL  He  waa  not  a  Buike  ; 
for  tlie  orgies  of  the  night  clouded  the  intellect  of  the 
morning.  Undoubtedly  his  powers  were  very  wonder- 
ful He  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  words  ;  but  far  more 
regulated  by  a  con-ect  taste  than  the  flowery  metaphors 
of  Shell.  Brownley  had  a  lofty  figure  and  a  gi-and 
massive  head.  Shell  presented  a  singular  contrast 
to  Mm  in  person  and  in  his  rapid  utterance  and 
violent  gestures.  Sheil  was  then  httle  known  ;  and 
when  he  had  finished  his  oration,  Mr.  Quin,  the 
editor  of  a  daily  paper,  rushed  for-ward  with,  "  Sir, 
I  honour  ye— dine  with  me  to-morrow."  Less 
aspiring  in  his  declamation  than  Brownley  was 
William  Mudford,  the  editor  of  the  "  Courier,"  but 
singularly  neat  in  his  logical  precision  and  his 
mild  sarcasm.  J.  P.  Davis  (Popo  Davis,  as  he 
was  called,  from  a  great  picture  which  he  painted 
at  Rome — the  Presentation  of  Lord  Shrewsbury's 
Family  to  the  Pope)  did  not  belong  to  the  Reporting 
tribe.  We  have  missed  him  lately,  in  a  green  old 
age,  doing  violence  to  the  natural  kindness  of  his 
heart  by  an  intense  hatred  of  the  Eoyal  Academy, 
in  which  he  persevered  to  the  last,  and  in  which 
he  was  ever  associated  with  his  friend  Haydon. 

It  is  time  to  close  these  rambling  Reminiscence  of 
the  London  of  1812.  I  went  back  to  Windsor  with 
some  enlargement  of  my  intellectual  vision.  Tlie 
reahties  of  life  had  cured  me  of  many  day-dreams. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  I  liad  looked  night  after 
night  upon  the  gi-and  spectacle  of  an  assembly  that, 
without  any  of  the  outward  semblances  of  power,  filled 
the  world  with  a  mysterious  influence  which  kept 
alive  the  sacred  fire  of  liberty  amongst  the  nations. 
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It  was  an  assembly  imbued  witli  party  spiiit,  but  that 
spiiit  was  i-aised  into  virtue  by  the  common  love  of 
country.  Not  in  that  House — nor  in  that  other  seat 
o£  legislation,  in  which  the  pi'inciple  of  honour  was 
mainly  derived  from  long  lines  of  ancestry — would 
any  one  who  "  spake  the  tongue  which  Shaispere 
spake,"  ever  think  of  succumbing  to  the  gigantic 
ambition  which  was  threatening  to  sweep  away  all 
thrones  and  dominations.  One  land  should  never 
"  lie  at  the  proud  foot  of  a  conqueror."  There,  was 
my  patriotism  stimulated,  even  whilst  political  rival- 
ries appeared  to  forbid  that  union  which  alone  could 
save.  But  what  courtesy  did  I  behold  tempering  the 
strongest  denunciations  and  the  bitterest  sarcasm  1 
What  self-command — ^what  restraints  upon  passion — ■ 
what  bursts  of  generosity — ^what  candour  amidst  the 
most  obstinate  prejudices — marked  these  Commoners 
of  the  realm  as  essentially  the  gentlemen  of  England ! 
IVom  this  example,  the  humblest  aspirant  to  the 
character  of  public  instructor  might  learn  to  be  tole- 
rant of  all  honest  opinions — to  be  moderate  in  the 
expression  of  his  own.  In  looking  upon  the  great 
political  gladiators  ho  would  perceive  what  talent 
and  knowledge  were  required  to  raise  a  man  to  emi- 
nence, but  especially  he  would  learn  that  honesty 
alone  could  keep  the  high  place  which  ability 
and  unremitting  industry  might  win.  This  lesson 
was  for  the  lowly  as  well  as  for  the  exalted.  I  saw 
this  gi-and  Pai-Iiainent  of  England  at  a  grand  time. 
Hope  was  beginning  to  spring  up  out  of  a  long  season 
of  misfortune  and  mismanagement,  I  had  heard  it 
said  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  27th  Febmary, 
with  a  mixed  tone  of  reproach  and  despondency, 
"Badajoz,    Gerona,    Tortosa,    Valencia,    and    almost 
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every  place  of  ali-ength  in  Spain  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  French."  On  the  2Srd  of  April  the  horns  were 
blowing  in  every  thoroughfai'e,  and  men  were 
bawling  "  News — News — Great  News ! "  Welling- 
ton had  taken  Badajoz.  The  crisis  of  the  European 
conflict  appeared  to  be  at  hand.  Napoleon  was 
evidently  preparing  for  an  offensive  war  against 
Alexander  of  Russia.  If  my  cherished  project  of  a 
newspaper  could  now  be  carried  out,  the  mighty 
events  of  the  time  would  give  it  an  interest  which 
would  compensate  for  my  editorial  inexperience.  I 
might  do  somo  good,  socially  and  intellectually,  with 
such  an  instrument,  humble  as  it  might  be  by  com- 
parison with  the  power  of  the  London  press.  This  was 
a  very  moderate  ambition ;  but  I  was  then  contented 
with  it. 

I  was  heartily  disposed  to  go  about  the  work  that 
was  before  mo  in  a  sanguine  spirit — in  a  spirit  which 
perhaps  too  little  regai-ded  the  chances  of  commercial 
success.  The  field  was  altogether  too  nan-ow.  To  one 
who  was  to  stand  by  my  side  through  the  battle  of 
life  I  wrote  at  this  transition  period  of  its  course: — 
"  It  shall  go  hard  if  I  do  not  reform  many  things  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  give  the  inhabitants  a  cha^ 
racter  that  they  never  poss^sed.  If  fair  argument 
can  do  it,  they  shall  think  liberally.  I  will  set  out 
as  the  tempei'ate  advocate  of  everything  that  think- 
ing men  will  support — Toleration,  Education  of  the 
Poor,  Diffusion  of  Religious  Knowledge,  Public 
Economy.  I  shall  adopt  the  opinions  of  no  set  of 
men  in  Church  or  State ;  but  think  for  myself  on  all 
points.  I  belong  to  no  party,  for  I  would  uphold  the 
Roman  Catholics'  modeiate  claims  as  the  first  step 
to  public  safety,  and  continue  the  war  in  Spain  as 
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the  last  resource  of  national  honour.  This  country 
is  full  of  bigotry.  Some  are  afraid  to  educate  the 
poor,  some  are  afraid  of  distributiag  Bibles,  and  the 
gi-eater  part  are  afraid  of  Popery.  I  hear  many 
people  who  call  themselves  reasoners  talk  of  the 
Protestant  massacres  in  France  as  ai-guments  that 
all  Catholics  are  blood-thirsty.  The  fire-brand  of 
religion  will  soon  be  burnt  out.  The  very  miseries 
of  the  present  generation  will  become  the  means 
of  establishing  the  happiness  of  the  next."  In 
ti-anscribing  this  from  a  muTor  of  the  past  which 
lies  before  me,  I  cannot  avoid  what  must  appear 
as  a  pai-ade  of  the  conceit  of  imperfect  education. 
But  it  may  be  a  satisfaction  to  some  other  solitary 
and  obscure  young  man  to  know,  that  self-instruction 
is  not  always  the  worst  preparation  for  aiTiving  at 
a  due  sense  of  the  serious  moral  responsibility  of  a 
literary  career  which,  even  in  its  humblest  attempts, 
must  be  an  instrument  for  good  or  for  evil.  And 
thus — with  a  considerable  amount  of  multifarious 
reading,  with  shght  knowledge  of  the  world,  with 
aspirations  very  much  out  of  proportion  to  any  chance 
of  their  being  realised — the  let  of  August,  1812, 
saw  me  established  as  proprietor  with  my  father 
in  the  "Windsor  and  Eton  Express,"  and  enti-usted 
with  its  i-esponsible  editorship.  That  day,  havmg 
passed  my  twenty-first  year  a  few  months  before,  saw 
me  bound  upon  that  wheel  of  periodical  writing  and 
publishing  which  was  to  revolve  with  me  for  fifty 
years.  It  was  not  to  be  the  torturing  wheel  of  Ixion, 
but  one  whose  revolutions,  wearisome  as  they  some- 
times might  be,  were  often  to  become  sources  of  plea- 
sm-able  excitement 
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l]HE  first  number  of  the  "  Windsor  and  Eton 
s  before  me.  It  looks  to  my 
mind  like  some  relic  of  a  past  era  of  jour- 
nalism, in  -which  I  have  no  especial  inte- 
rest, any  more  than  I  have  in  a  fac-simile  of  a 
"  Times "  of  the  days  of  Nelson  which  has  been 
recently  published.  I  am  told  that  some  of  the 
middle-aged  inhabitants  of  my  native  town  preserve 
this  first  newspaper  ever  issued  there,  as  a  curiosity 
of  the  time  of  their  fathers — a  piece  of  dim  antiquity 
like  a  guinea  of  George  III.  I  look  anxiously  at 
my  "  Pohtical  Inquirer,"  and  I  do  not  blush  at  my 
eai-liest  attempts  in  the  vocation  of  "best  pubKc 
instructor." 

Why  do  I  not  blush  at  some  of  these  crude  efforts 
of  inexperience  I  Because,  although  the  things  which 
I  then  wrote  may  be  somethmg  different  from  my 
maturer  convictions,  they  were  written  under  a  strong 
BiJuse  of  the  serious  nature  of  the  vocation  of  a  pubUc 
writer.  I  dare  say  that,  in  my  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  world,  I  wore  my 

"  Foolscap  uniform  tum'd  up  with  ink  " 
somewhat  too   grandly.      "Anxious"  I  was,  if  not 
"fine  and  jealous."      But   this  sense  of  my  moral 
responsibility  has  saved  me  from  a  feeling  of  shame, 
as  I  now  look  back  upon  the  feeble  utterances  of  the 
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time  thus  brought  before  me,  something  like  a  di-eam. 
These  utterances  were  those  of  an  impulsive  young 
man  ;  but  of  one  who  felt  tlio  duty  of  controlling  hia 
inclination  to  express  himself  passionately,  I  wix^te 
with  a  motto  from  Locke  always  at  the  head  of  my 
political  essay,— -"TJiia  is  a  question  only  of  inquii-ei-s, 
not  disputei-a,  who  neither  affii-m,  nor  deny,  but 
examine."  This  motto  often  held  my  hand,  I  had 
a  notion  that  rapid  composition  was  a  test  of  ability, 
I  used  to  task  myself  to  write  a  leading  article  in  a 
given  time.  The  habit  has  been  of  value  to  me  in 
after  life ;  it  is  of  infinite  importance  to  the  jom-nalist. 
But  it  is  of  more  importance  that  what  he  writes 
should  not  at  some  future  day  i-ise  up  in  judgment 
against  him,  "  trumpet-tongued,"  and  convict  him— 
not  of  the  suppresdo  veH,  for  that  is  incidental  to 
his  profession,  as  it  is  to  the  barrister's — but  of  the 
assertion  of  opinions  which  wei-e  the  exact  contrary 
of  his  own  convictions.  Let  me  not,  however,  be  held 
to  imply  that  what  is  called  political  consistency  ia 
a  virtue  in  the  man  of  advanced  age — that  tlie  rash 
judgments  of  his  youth  are  to  be  preserved  in  bis 
maturity.  The  mind  that  is  not  open  to  the  teach- 
ings of  time,  and  that  chooses  to  stand  upon  its  own 
"ancient  way,"  and  not  look  around  to  see  "which 
is  the  right  and  true  way,"  is  worth  little  as  a  guide 
for  the  formation  of  opinion. 

Amongst  the  startling  contrasts  that  are  presented 
between  the  England  of  1812  and  the  England  of 
half  a  centmy  later,  there  is  perhaps  no  contrast 
more  remaibable  than  that  which  offers  itself  to  my 
mind  in  the  difficulties  of  setting  on  foot  a  news- 
paper at  Windsor,  such  as  I  had  projected  as  an 
easy   and    profitable    employment    for    my   litei'aiy 
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ambition.  These  rush  upon  my  memory  as  I  look 
upon  my  old  "folio  of  four  pages,"  and  think  of  this 
my  first  venture  upon  a  dangerous  sea 

The  newspaper  stamp  was  then  foxirpence.  The 
advertiaement  duty  was  three  shillings,  subsequently 
raised  to  three  shillings  and  sixpence.  The  blank 
paper  was  to  be  stamped  at  Somerset  House,  the 
payment  being  in  cash,  with  a  discount.  It  will  be 
seen  at  once  how  these  taxes  pressed  upon  the 
capital  to  be  devoted  to  such  an  undertaking.  No 
article  of  consumption,  with  the  exception  of  salt, 
was  so  highly  taxed  as  the  Newspaper.  The  circu- 
lation of  a  countiy  j  oumal  was  not  a  simple  operation 
like  that  of  a  London  journal,  which  was,  and  is,  a 
wholesale  transaction  between  the  newspaper  pro- 
prietor and  the  newsmen.  The  established  custom 
was  this :  the  country  proprietor  had  agencies  in  the 
larger  towns,  who  had  their  own  retail  customers; 
but  the  greater  number  of  the  papers  were  delivered, 
by  newsmen  specially  employed,  to  the  subscribers, 
whether  in  the  place  of  publication  or  in  scattered 
country  districts.  These  had  quai-terly  accounts, 
■which  often  grew  into  half-yearly  or  yearly  settle- 
ments. Thus  the  return  of  the  capital  was  very  slow. 
The  demand  for  the  newspaper,  and  the  number 
of  advertisei-s,  being  thus  narrowed  by  the  high 
price  consequent  upon  the  tax,  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion was  to  be  met  by  a  comparatively  small  number 
of  supporters. ,  A  cheap  newspaper  was  an  impossi- 
bility. But  there  were  expenses  at  that  time  which 
have  aJtogether  vanished  under  a  different  state  of 
social  organization.  The  Windsor  paper  was  to  be 
published  on  a  Saturday  evening,  in  time  to  be  des- 
patched by  post  to  the  more  distant  places.     It  was 
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(issential  that  it  should  contain  the  hitest  news  from 
the  metropolis.  The  "  L.mdon  Gazette "  was  then 
published  oa  a  Saturday  afternoon.  How  ^vas  the 
"Gaiiette"  to  be  obtained;  aJid  also  the  iate  editions 
of  the  evening  papei-s?  Foi-  this  object  the  long- 
established  "Salisbuiy  Journal"  had  an  express 
direct  from  London  to  that  city.  By  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  London  agent  of  that  journal,  its 
express  was  to  bring  our  despatch  to  Staines,  from 
TLfhich  place  we  should  have  a  branch  express  to 
Windsor.  It  would  an-ive  about  three  quaiiers  of 
an  hour  before  our  post  departed.  Then  there  was 
to  ensue  a  scurry  of  editor,  compositors,  pressmen,  to 
complete  enough  papers  to  fill  two  bags,  which  we 
were  allowed  to  send  to  the  receiving  post-offices  at 
Staines  and  Maidenhead  by  the  mail-cai'ts  from  our 
town,  AH  this  could  not  be  accomplished  without 
the  most  strenuous  exertions  and  the  most  peifecfc 
division  of  laboiu'.  It  was  to  be  calculated  that  in 
the  beginning  of  the  undertaking  the  machinery 
would  be  often  out  of  gear. 

This  laborious  and  costly  organization  was  the 
only  method  of  fighting  with  space  and  time  before 
the  days  of  railway  conveyance  and  the  electric 
telegraph.  The  London  daily  papers,  which  fur- 
nished the  staple  of  news,  had  the  same  difficulties, 
though  much  greater  in  degree,  to  contend  against. 
The  more  considerable,  especially  the  "  Times,"  had 
not  only  their  special  expresses  from  the  outports, 
but  occasionally  had  a  private  packet-boat  to  pick 
up  news  from  Lomeward-bound  ships  before  they 
came  into  port.  The  sudden  arrival  of  foreign  intel- 
ligence, and  the  lateness  of  the  sittings  of  Parlia- 
ment, occasioned  the  morning  papers  sometimes  to 
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be  delayed  in  publicatioa  till  almost  noon.  If  this 
occun-ed  on  a  Saturday,  the  "  Times,"  or  the  "  Post," 
or  the  "Chronicle,"  or  the  "British  Press,"  not 
reaching  Windsor  till  six  in  the  evening,  another 
leader  would  then  have  to  be  -written.  Sometimes 
the  "Times,"  upon  which  most  reliance  could  be 
placed  for  the  latest  news,  did  not  come  at  all. 
Dnring  the  excitement  of  the  gi-eat  wai-time  the 
demand  outran  the  supply,  for  it  was  not  tiU  the  end 
of  1814  that  the  "Times"  was  printed  by  steam 
machiaery. 

Our  journal  being  once  safely  at  press,  there  would 
come  the  arrangements  for  its  distribution  through 
the  rural  districts,  in  addition  to  the  small  number 
which  had  been  sent  off  by  post.  The  hamlets  and 
scattered  farm-houses  and  gentlemen's  seats  could 
not  be  reached  by  the  post,  at  a  time  when  not 
one  vill^e  in  twenty  had  a  post-offic&— when  lettei-s 
aad  newspapers  i-emained  with  the  postmaster  of  the 
market-town  till  they  were  called  for  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  surrounding  district  Many  a  populous 
parish  was  thus  left  to  chance  for  the  receipt  of  its 
private  or  its  public  intelligence.  Our  new  paper 
would  have  to  meet  this  difficulty  by  our  own  express- 
carts,  which  were  to  ti-avel  long  distances,  and  by 
pedestrians,  who  would  have  many  a  weary  mile  to 
trudge  over  unfrequented  roads.  These  deliverers 
would  seldom  receive  payment  from  the  subscribers. 
The  debts  would  accumulate,  requiring  to  he  col- 
lected at  periodical  visits.  Remittances  in  many 
cases  could  not  easily  be  made ;  in  some  cases  they 
would  be  impossible,  for  the  system  of  postal  money- 
orders  was  a  quarter  of  a  century  later. 

The  price  of  a  country  newspaper  was,  in  almost 
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every  case,  sevenpence.  The  wages  of  mechanical 
bbom-  were  high,  keeping  pace  with  tho  price  of 
wheat,  wliich  in  1812  was  150s.  a  quarter  Paper  was 
extremely  dear,  the  duty  being  threepence  a  pound, 
and  the  cheapening  by  the  paper  machine,  now  so 
efficient,  being  then  one  of  the  visions  of  the  pro- 
jector. In  the  absence,  besides,  of  all  the  modem 
appliances  of  civihzation  such  aa  I  have  recited — 
which  have  so  lessened  the  cost  of  a  provincial 
journal,  and  have  increased  the  demand  in  a  far 
greater  ratio  than  the  doubling  of  the  population — 
the  numhei-  of  country  newspapers  was  comparatively 
small.  Throughout  England  there  were  less  than  a 
hundi^ed.  There  were  not  a  great  many  of  them 
which  ventured  upon  otiginal  writing;  but  the 
leading  ai-ticle  had  become  a  feature  with. those  of 
the  higher  class,  such  aa  the  "  Leeds  Mercury,"  after 
the  beginning  of  the  century.  To  express  strong 
opinions  upon  gross  abuses  was,  however,  a  service  of 
danger  which  most  editors  avoided  in  the  days  of  etc 
officio  informations. 

It  was  a  perilous  time  for  the  newspaper  press, 
for  the  people  were  discontented,  and  the  authorities 
were  sensitive.  They  were  especially  sensitive  in 
this  wai'-time  as  to  any  strictures  which  were  sup- 
posed to  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  the  allegiance 
of  the  army,  or  render  soldiei-s  less  satisfied  under 
the  severe  discipline  by  which  alone  obedience  was 
held  to  be  capable  of  enforcement.  Military  flogging 
was  one  of  the  forbidden  subjects  for  editorial  com- 
ment. In  the  yeai-  1812,  WilHam  Cobhett  was  in 
Newgate,  having  been  sentenced  in  1810  to  two  years' 
imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  a  thousand  pounds  for  a 
virulent  effusion  upon  a  pujiishment  which  had  taken 
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place  in  the  local  militia  of  Ely,  In  the  "  Stamford 
News,"  a  paper  most  atly  conducted  by  Mr.  John 
Scott  (afterwards  editor  of  the  "Champion"),  an 
aj-tide  appeared  at  the  same  period,  in" which  flo^ng 
was  described  as  "  a  species  of  torture  at  least  as 
exquisite  as  any  that  was  ever  devised  by  the  infer- 
nal ingenuity  of  the  Inquisition."  This  ai-ticle  was 
copied  into  the  "  Examiner,"  and  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs, 
the  Attorney-General,  filed  informations  against  both 
papers.  The  trial  of  John  and  Leigh  Hunt  came  on 
the  first,  before  Lord  EUenborough,  who  laboured 
hard  for  a  conviction.  They  were  defended  by  Mr. 
Brougham,  and  the  Middlesex  jury  acquitted  them. 
The  subsequent  tiiai  of  Mr.  Drakard,  iiie  proprietor 
of  the  "  Stamford  News,"  resulted  in  his  conviction, 
although  the  same  advocate  defended  him.  He  was 
sentenced  to  eighteen  months'  imprisonment.  Such 
a  notable  example  of  the  uncertainty  of  trial  by  jury 
in  matters  of  poUtical  libel  could  give  a  public  writer 
no  gi-eat  confidence  that  incautious  words,  without 
evil  intentions,  might  not  be  visited  with  punishment 
such  as  is  earned  by  atrocious  crimes.  There  was 
another  subject  upon  which  the  law-officers  of  the 
Crown  were  equally  determined  to  waa-  against 
public  opinion.  In  proportion  as  the  Prince  Regent 
was  becoming  unpopular,  the  Attorney-General  re- 
sented any  reflections  upon  his  coxcombiy  and  his 
frivolous  t^tes.  Moore  ran  gi-eat  risks  when  he 
dubbed  the  Prince  "  the  Maicenas  of  Tadors."  But 
it  was  "  most  tolerable  and  not  to  be  endured "  by 
the  Dogben-ies  who  guarded  the  honour  of  Carlton 
House,  when  a  newspaper  writer,  who  was  not  a  pet 
of  fashion,  dared  to  say  of  his  Eoyal  Highness— m 
ridicule  of  a  fidsome  article  in  the  "  Morning  po.st "  in 
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which  he  was  called  "an  Adonia  in  loveliness" — that 
this  Adonis  was  "  a  corpulent  gentleman  of  fifty." 
The  ex~offi.cio  information  against  John  and  Leigh 
Hunt,  for  a  libel  in  the  "Examiner"  of  March  24th, 
1812,  resulted  in  a  fine  of  a  thousand  pounds  and 
the  imprisonment  of  eaeh  for  two  years  in  separate 
prisons.  Mr.  Brougham  had  again  defended  the 
brothers,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  be  told  by  Lord 
Ellenborough  that  he  had  imbibed  the  spirit  of  his 
client,  and  seemed  to  have  inoculated  himself  with 
all  the  poison  and  mischief  which  this  libel  was 
calculated  to  effect.  It  was  undoubtedly  strong 
language  for  the  "Examuier"  to  designate  the 
Prince  as  "  a  violator  of  his  word,  a  libertine  over 
head  and  ears  in  debt  and  disgrace,  a  despiser  of 
domestic  ties,  the  companion  of  gamblers  and  demi- 
reps, a  man  who  has  just  closed  half  a  century 
without  one  single  claim  on  the  gi-atitude  of  his 
country  or  the  respect  of  pt^terity."  Posterity  has 
not  given  such  an  answer  as  would  put  to  shame  thia 
dai-ing  appeal  to  its  judgment.  But  the  dispassionate 
lookei-s-on  of  that  period  could  not  think  it  seemly 
that  such  hai'sh  truths  should  be  told  of  him  who 
stood  in  the  place  of  a  king — who,  as  chief  ms^is- 
ti-ate,  ought  to  claim  from  the  people  all  respect  and 
reverence. 

But  it  was  not  only  the  dread  of  indictment  for  poli- 
tical hbel  that  hung  over  the  head  of  the  newspaper 
proprietor  in  1812.  Any  statement  of  fact,  or  any 
comment  upon  occurrences  that  might  be  supposed  . 
to  affect  private  character,  were  constantly  made 
the  subject  of  actions,  got  up  by  rapacious  attorneys, 
speculating  upon  that  love  of  htigation  which  was 
then  especially  characteristic  of  the  English.     It  was 
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not  till  thirty  years  after  1812  that  Lord  Campbell's 
Act  gave  to  the  journalist  the  power  to  plead,  in  any 
action  for  libel,  "  that  such  libel  was  inserted  in  such 
newspaper  without  actual  malice,  and  without  gross 
negligence  ;  and  that  before  the  commencement  of 
the  at^tion,  or  at  the  earUest  opportunity  afterwards, 
he  insei-ted  in  such  newspaper  a  full  apology  for  such 
libeL"  Imagine,  at  the  present  day,  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  trying  an 
action  for  libel,— with  two  leaders,  such  as  Mr.  Den- 
jnan  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  Scaa-lett  for  the 
defence, — the  alleged  hbel  being  the  report  in  a 
country  newspaper  of  a  flagrant  case  of  cruelty 
which  was  a  notorious  subject  of  local  indignation. 
The  libel  consisted  in  terming  that  "a  brutal  assault," 
upon  which  the  assailants  were  held  to  bail  Imagine 
that  the  persons  whose  characters  were  thus  defamed 
were  a  pig-keeper  and  his  wife,  who  let  lodgings  to 
poor  people ;  and  having  a  dispute  with  a  family  of 
which  the  mother  had  only  been  confined  a  week, 
threatened  to  pull  the  bed  from  under  her,  and  turn 
her  into  the  street  Imagine  a  London  jury  finding 
a  vei-dict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  501.  damages.  Imagine 
a  second  action  for  the  same  libel  being  brought  by 
the  wife.  Imagine  ten  several  actions  -against  ten 
London  papers,  for  reporting  the  trial  in  the  King's 
Bench  with  a  few  words  of  just  comment  upon  the 
ecanda!  of  such  litigation,  when  there  was  no  "private 
malice"  or  "gross  negligence."  Imagine  a  hungry 
attorney,  prowling  for  prey,  at  the  bottom  of  all  tliese 
actions,  who  had  no  object  to  attain  but  the  hejxvy 
costs  which  he  pocketed.  These  verdicts  cost  me 
5001.  in  1825.  Is  not  the  newspaper  press  in  a 
better  condition  than  it  was  in,  forty  years  ago  'i 
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The  perils  of  the  Libel  Law  did  not  much  affect 
my  confident  belief  in  1812  that  I  could  navigate  my 
little  bark  in  safety.  But  I  did  feel,  perhaps  too 
acutely,  the  difficulties  of  my  position  as  a  journalist 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Castle  at  Windsor.  It  waa 
a  time  in  which  the  patiiotism  which  had  upheld  the 
nation  through  the  fierce  straggle  of  twenty  years 
required,  at  this  great  ci-isis  of  our  history,  when  the 
fate  of  England  was  tremblmg  in  the  balance,  the 
prop  of  a  sincere  and  spontaneous  loyalty.  I  deeply 
felt,  as  one  about  to  become  a  pubhc  writer,  that 
upon  the  head  of  the  Government  I  could  only 
bestow 

"  mouth-honour,  hicath 
Which  tbo  poor  heai't  nouM  faizi  deny  but  daro  not." 

I  look  back  upon  the  public  feeling  of  the  6i-st 
twenty  years  of  my  working  life,  and  compare  it 
with  the  quarter  of  a  century  which  was  blessed  with 
a  female  Sovei-eign.  Oh,  could  the  generation  which, 
during  the  reign  of  Victoria,  has  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  mature  age,  know  the  full  value  of  their 
privilege  in  being  able  to  cherish  the  loyalty  of  the 
subject,  not  as  an  abstract  principle,  but  as  a  holy 
sentiment,  often  rising  into  the  warmest  devotion, 
they  would  pity  the  youth  of  a  less  happy  tune,  who 
had  a  struggle  to  maintain  even  his  love  of  countiy 
amidst  the  "curses  not  loud  but  deep"  which  at- 
tended its  sensual  and  frivolous  ruler !  We  should 
have  been  perhaps  plunged  into  a  profounder  abyss 
of  i-oyal  degradation,  had  not  the  long-established 
habit  of  decency  still  kept  the  public  Court  circle 
free  from  ladies  whose  "misfortune"  (as  Lord 
Ellonborough  termed  the  fashionable  sin  upon  the 


Hosted  by  Google 


THE   FIEST   EPOCH. 


ti-ial  of  the  Hunts)  met  with  no  pity  in  the  eyes  of 
the  rigid  Queen  Charlotte. 

The  political  atmosphere  was  not  very  hright  on 
the  1st  of  August,  1812,  when  the  "Windsor  news- 
paper struggled  into  hfe.  The  29th  of  July  was  a 
day  of  gloom,  for  the  intelligence  ai-rived  that  the 
United  States  of  America  had  declared  war  against 
Great  BritaiiL  Wellington  had  advanced  into  Spain 
in  June.  His  position  was  a  very  dif&cult  one.  The 
Enghsh  army  and  the  EVench  army  were  on  opposite 
hanks  of  the  Douro  in  the  eai'ly  part  of  July.  Mar- 
mont  was  expecting  a  lai^e  accession  of  strength  ni 
the  junction  of  Kiug  Joseph's  ai'my  from  Madrid. 
Welhngton  was  disappointed  of  the  arrival  of  reiu- 
forcements  under  Lord  William  Bentinck.  There 
was  a  wide-spread  conviction  that  the  Govermnent  at 
home  was  feehly  supporting  the  one  great  captain 
whose  genius  appeai-ed  likely  to  retrieve  the  disasters 
of  a  long  series  of  "  waiTiors  "  not  "  for  the  working- 
day."  Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  29th  of  July. 
The  speech  of  the  Prince  Regent  was  in  no  degree 
a  jubilant  prophecy  of  a  glorious  future.  It  con- 
sisted of  little  more  than  tamely  expressed  seDtiments. 

It  was  Sunday  night  the  16th  of  August.  The 
evenii^  promenade  in  the  Long  Walk,  which  had 
succeeded  to  the  regal  promenade  on  the  Terrace, 
had  been  interrupted  by  the  sudden  withdrawal  of 
the  band  of  the  29th  Regiment,  who  were  summoned 
to  their  ban-aeks.  The  sun  had  gone  down  behind 
the  hills  of  the  forest,  as  I  sat  lonely  in  a  cottage 
belonging  to  my  father,  which  then  stood  apart  from 
any  other  houses,  fronting  the  Long  Wait.  I  was 
meditatii^    upon   the  uaofiicial    news,  which  had 
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amved  on  tlie  Saturday  night,  of  a  victory  in  Spain 
— shaping  my  thoughts  into  exulting  verse  as  the 
death-song  of  a  Guei-illa  ivho  lay  bleeding  on  that 
battle-field.     Suddenly,  from  tJie  not  distant   bar- 
racks, rose  the  burst  of  "  God  save  the  King,"  and 
the  cheers  of  a  multitude.     I  rushed  to  the  town. 
The  29th  Regiment  ivas  marching  out  of  Park  Street 
along  the  Fi-ogmore  Road  to  the  inapiriting  tune 
■which  revolutionary  Frenchmen  called  "  i^  ira,"  but 
which  loyal  Englishmen  translated  into  "The  Down- 
fall of  Paris."  The  Extraordinary  Gazette,  containing 
Wellington's  despatches  relating  to  the  great  victoiy 
of  Salamanca,  had  been  published  on  that  Sunday 
morning,  and  had  arrived  at  Windsor,  to  demand 
from  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment  this  hasty  night- 
march.     I  followed  the  measured  tramp  of  the  sol- 
diery, in  common  with  the  gi-eat  mass  of  our  popu- 
lation, unknowing  what  was  to  be  done,  and  yet 
filled   with  the  passionate   desire  of  the  hundi-eds 
around  me  to  give  expression  to  the  belief  that  the 
tide  had  turned — that  England  might  shout  for  a 
mighty  victory  by  land;  as  she  had  shouted  for  the 
Nile  and  for  Ti-afalgar.     The  joyous  troops  marched 
into  a  field  adjoining  Frogmore  Gai-dens,  and  there, 
formed  into  line,  fired  three  voUeys,  and  gave  three 
cheers.     Such  was  the  British  wai--cry  which  they 
had  given  three  years  before,  when  they  met  the 
French  at  Talavera,  and  contributed  their  pai-t  to  the 
great  battle  which,  says  the  strategist  Jomini,  "  re- 
covered the  glory  of  the  successors  of  Mai-lborough, 
which  for  a  century  had  declined,  and  showed  that 
the  English  infantry  could  contend  with  the  best  in 
Europe."     If  Talavem  was  the  hardest-fought  battle 
of  modem  times,  as  Sir  Arthur  WeUesley  described 
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it,  Salamanca  was  tlie  most  fruitful  in  its  results, 
■riiis  victory  of  Wellington  over  Marmont  gave  con- 
fidence to  Russia,  and  awakened  the  hopes  of  Gei-many 
that  a  new  era  was  approaching.  My  "  Dying  Gue- 
rilla" was  not  a  false  prophet  when  he  exclaimed — 

*'  I  see  embattled  Europe's  wratli  sublime 
Rush  to  the  field  and  Uaokcu  all  tlie  clime  ; 
Insulted  nations  spurn  theii-  blood-Btain'd  lord, 
And  Vengeance  draw  the  soul-redaomiug  swoi-d."  * 

The  first  duty  of  a  Provincial  Journalist  is  to  pi-e- 
sent  always  a  faithful,  and  if  possible  a  full,  account 
of  the  occurrences  of  his  district.  But  how  little 
of  all  this  is  worth  a  more  permanent  lecoi-d !  I  was 
unfortunate  in  having  few  noteable  things  to  relate 
beyond  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  life  of  the  Castle, 
and  the  monotonous  proceedings  of  vestiies  and 
borough  magisti-ates.  Quai-ter-Sessions  offered  little 
of  abiding  interest.  Assizes  sometimes  fui-nished 
something  characteristic  of  the  ^e,  which  looked 
like  materials  for  the  Annual  Chronicler.  But  the 
most  exciting  of  such  matters  are  apt  to  become  as 
motes  in  the  historical  sunbeam.  I  glance  over  my 
old  newspapei-s,  and  almost  wonder  how  many  local 
trifles  came  to  be  printed. 

The  staple  of  my  newspaper  was  Politics.  I  am 
not  about  to  offer  any  naiTative  of  the  great  events 
of  the  gi-eatest  era  of  modern  history,  but  I  cannot 
wholly  pass  them  over.  When  I  look  back  upon  the 
autumn  and  winter  of  1812,  and  call  to  mind  the 
ever-vai-ied  excitement  attending  the  wars  in  Spain, 
in  Russia,  in  America,  I  feel  that  such  a  concentration 
of  points  of  immense  public  interest  scarcely  ever 

•  Windfloc  ExpcesB,  August  22,  1812. 
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before  demanded  the  vigilant  and  faithful  attention 
of  the  journalist.  The  vidiory  of  Salamanca  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  entrance  of  Wellington  into  Madrid, 
and  then  came  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Burgos,  and  the  retreat  of  tho 
BritiBh  army.  I  was  the  echo  of  the  loud  voice  of 
public  complaint,  that  in  the  barracks  and  arsenals 
of  Great  Britain  should  have  slumbered  that  force 
which,  two  months  before,  would  have  put  the  Benin- 
Guhu-  war  beyond  the  reverses  of  fortuna  I  denounced 
the  policy  which  still  regarded  the  contest  as  a  war 
of  experiment — the  policy  of  a  weak  government, 
ready  again  for  the  course  of  repairing  en-ors  by  an 
expenditure  of  means  which  far  outi-an  the  limits  of 
their  original  necessity.  "Demosthenes,"  I  said, 
"  reproached  the  Athenians  that  they  were  like  rustics 
in  a  fencing-school,  who,  after  a  blow,  guai-d  the  part 
that  was  hit,  and  not  before."  Yet  the  gloom  pro- 
duced by  the  retreat  to  Portugal,  after  the  triumph 
of  Salamanca,  was  scarcely  so  intense,  because  it  waa 
nnmixed  with  a  feeling  of  national  disgrace,  as  when 
in  that  autumn  three  British  ships,  in  three  distinct 
engagements,  struck  the  once  invincible  flag  to  the 
American  stars  and  stripes.  In  October  it  was  known 
that  the  French  were  in  Moscow,  and  that  the  Em- 
peror was  lodged  in  the  Kremlin.  The  fluctuatmg 
fortunes  of  those  times  might  well  teach  the  public 
writer  the  great  duty  contained  in  the  sermon  of  six 
wards — "in  adversity  hope,  in  prosperity  consider." 
Even  whilst  the  French,  after  a  perilous  occupation 
of  the  great  city,  marched  forth  from  the  burning 
ruins  of  Moscow,  there  was  hope,  but  not  ceiiainty, 
that  the  European  struggle  waa  coming  to  an  end. 
But  on  Christmas  Day,  the  French  papers,  announciitg 
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the  return  of  Bonaparte  to  Paris,  and  containing  the 
famous  twenty-ninth  bulletin  which  could  not  con- 
ceal the  almost  total  annihilation  of  the  French  army, 
r&ttdered  that  joyous  festival  one  of  unusual  solem- 
nity. 

The  spring  of  1813  brought  with  it  a  lull  in  the 
hurricane  of  foreign  politics.  "Windsor  was  excited 
by  a  grand  royal  funeral — that  of  the  Duchess  of 
Bmnswick,  on  the  31st  of  March.  But  there  was  a 
stixjnger  excitement  in  some  mysterious  circumstances 
which  followed  that  funeral  It  ^vas  known  that, 
previous  to  the  interment,  while  workmen  were 
employed  in  making  a  subten^aneous  passage  from 
the  middle  of  the  choir  of  St.  George's  Chapel  to  the 
new  Royal  Mausoleum  under  the  building  called 
Wolaey's  Tomb-House,  they  had  accidentally  broken 
away  a  part  of  the  vault  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  but 
which  was  not  then  opened.  On  the  morning  after 
the  funeral  the  Prince  Regent  was  seen  to  enter  the 
Chapel,  attended  by  Sir  Henry  Halford.  A  master- 
mason  and  a  master-plumber  had  been  previously 
sent  for,  who  were  to  do  some  work  with  their  own 
hands  which  could  not  be  entrasted  to  common 
mechanics,  and  about  which  they  were  to  preserve 
the  most  profound  secresy.  The  Chapel  was  again 
closed ;  the  Prince  Eegent  returned  to  the  Castle ; 
the  mason  and  plumber,  burdened  with  some  tremen- 
dous mystery,  were  afraid  to  speak  to  their  curious 
neighbours ;  and  yet  the  mystery  did  ooze  out. 
Solemn  whisperings  went  from  the  Castle  to  the 
town ;  from  the  town  to  the  villages ;  and  wild 
rumours  soon  found  their  way  ,to  London.     The  most 
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various  and  contradictory  naixatives  now  had  their 
due  place  in  the  daily  papers.  For  myself,  I  deemed 
it  prudent  to  remain  silent,  rather  than  become  a 
propagator  of  erroneous  details  and  absurd  fictions. 
I  was  enabled  at  last  to  present  an  authentic  account 
of  the  investigations  which  took  pla<;e  in  the  vault  of 
ffenry  the  Eighth,  This  differed  very  slightly  from 
the  narrative  published  a  fortnight  afterwards  by  Sir 
Henry  Halford.  The  intimation  of  Clarendon,  that 
after  the  Restoration  the  body  of  Charles  the  Fii'st 
could  not  be  found  after  the  most  diligent  search, 
was  disproved  by  the  discovery  of  the  1st  of  April, 
1813.  When  the  plumber  had  cut  open  the  upper 
part  of  the  leaden  cofRn,  and  the  cerecloth  in  which 
the  body  had  been  wrapped  was  removed,  there  was 
the  long  oval  face  with  the  pointed  beard,  which 
reminded  those  present  of  the  portraits  of  Vandyke. 
The  head  waa  loose,  although  it  had  been  carefully 
adjusted  to  the  shoulders,  and  it  was  taken  up  with- 
out difficulty,  and  held  to  view.  The  nan-ative  of 
the  court  physician  has  no  false  delicacy  in  attempting 
to  conceal  the  results  of  this  remai'kable  examination. 
My  business  and  my  inclination  often  led  me  now 
to  the  capital  There  I  was  enabled  to  gather  some 
flavom'  for  my  insipid  dish  of  Windsor  ideas,  in  the 
full  flow  of  London  talk.  There  I  got  away  from  the 
Court  atmosphere,  and  the  College  atmosphere,  and 
the  Coiporation  atmosphere,  to  think  boldly  and 
speak  freely  with  friends  who  were  fighting  their 
way  amidst  a  crowd  of  aspirants  in  Law,  in  Litera- 
ture, and  in  the  Arts.  Politics,  however,  were  the 
absorbing  topics  of  every  society.  The  people  of 
Germany  had  risen  as  one  man  to  do  battle  against 
the  conqueror,  humbled  but  not  overthrown,  at  whose 
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feet  the  sovereigns  had  crouched.  The  adherents  of 
the  Bourbons  in  London  were  full  of  revived  and 
long- suspended  energies.  I  was  introduced  to  one 
who  had  played  an  important  part  before  the  meeting 
of  the  States-Genei'al— the  Marquis  of  Ohambonaa. 
I  passed  some  pleasant  and  instinctive  evenings  with 
the  former  lord  of  a  great  chateau  near  Montpelfer, 
in — the  Fleet  Pi-iaon.  Here,  for  some  mysterious 
reason,  he  had  lived,  securely  and  contentedly,  with 
his  niece,  for  some  years  ;  never  going  beyond  the 
walls,  untouched  by  the  squalid  miseiy  of  the  place, 
having  no  companionship  with  other  prisoners,  but 
holding  audience  in  a  large  and  weU-fumished  apart- 
ment, where  men  of  note,  even  such  men  as  George 
Canning,  would  come  to  visit  him.  His  ostensible 
occupation  was  that  of  a  teacher  of  the  French  lan- 
guage. On  certain  nights  of  the  week  he  held  a 
soir^,  at  which  he  would  read  a  French  author, 
interspei-sing  a  running  commentaiy  of  spiiited  and 
tasteful  criticism.  I  regretted  that  before  his  return 
to  France  at  the  peace  of  1814,  I  had  not  availed 
myself  of  his  proposition  that  I  should  correspond 
with  him  for  my  improvement  in  a  French  styio. 
There  was  something  more  than  met  the  eye  in  that 
proposal.  I  came  to  leam  that  the  old  Marquis  had 
been  so  long  secluded  from  the  outer  world,  that  he 
might  be  a  safe  and  unsuspected  recipient  of  the 
secrets  of  the  Royalists  on  the  other  side  of  the 
chaaneL  It  was  not  to  obtain  a  connect  accent,  to 
hear  Eacine  and  Molifere  read  with  unaccustomed 
elegance,  that  writers  and  statesmen  went  to  that 
second  floor  of  the  Fleet  Prison,  where  the  Marquis 
sat  through  all  the  changes  of  seasons,  not  deficient 
in  any  of  the  means  of  pi-ocuring  abundant  comforts 
and  luxuries. 
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FIND  from  old  letters  that  at  the  end 
of  1813  I  occupied  my  leisure  in  writing 
a  play,  which  waa  intended  to  have  some 
parallel  with  the  upiising  of  the  German 
population.  My  subject  was  the  deliverance  of  the 
German  nation  from  the  Roman  joke  by  Arminius. 
It  is  one  of  the  usual  mistakes  of  young  writers  to 
beheve  that  some  temporary  otithurst  of  popular 
enthu.siasm  would  ensure  success  to  a  poem,  and 
especially  to  a  di-ama,  which,  in  the  very  natui'e  of 
its  subject,  must  be  little  more  than  a  vehicle  for 
rhetorical  display.  This  is  easier  than  to  deal  with 
the  great  elements  of  terror  and  pity,  which  must 
largely  enter  into  the  composition  of  a  ti'agedy  as  a 
real  work  of  art.  My  play  was  sent  to  Drury  Lane, 
then  inans^ed  by  a  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  was  a  leading  member.  My  attempt  was 
treated  with  all  respect ;  it  had  a  fair  consideration, 
and  its  rejection  was  accompanied  with  a  note  suffi- 
ciently complimentaiy  : — "  There  is  much  spirited 
and  easy  writing  in  this  tragedy.  Its  greatest  fault 
appears  to  be  a  want  of  incident  and  contrivance ;  it 
is  too  declamatory ;  and  I  appi-ehend  the  want  of 
intei-est  and  situation  would  not  be  compensated  by 
the  neatness  and  fire  of  the  dialogua"  I  had  sense 
enough  to  know  that  the  objections  thus  stated  were 
perfectly  just ;   but  I  had  not  then  learnt  the  lesson 
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which  a  ciitical  acquaintance  with  Sliakspere,  and 
with  other  gieat  dram'»tists  afterwai'ds  impressed 
upon  me  — that  %  phj  unfit  ior  the  stage  is  incapable 
of  impaitmg  tme  poetical  pleasure  in  the  closet.  In 
such  a  drama  the  unity  of  object  is  wanting.  The 
action  halts.  The  descfiptive  pass^es  ai-e  elaborated 
till  the  realities  of  character  vanish.  I  printed  my 
"  Arminius. "  The  book  had  some  success,  and 
caused  me  to  be  enrolled  amongst  the  poets  of 
England  in  a  Catalogue  of  Living  Authors,  and  more 
permanently  in  Watt's  "  Bibliotheca  Bntannica," 
But  what  is  the  value  of  such  fame?  One  living 
rival  of  MagliabeccLi, — whose  knowledge  of  books  is 
as  nnivei-sal  as  profound,  whilst,  unlike  Magliabecchi, 
he  is  able  profitably  to  use  his  knowledge,— tells  me 
that  there  is  not  a  copy  of  my  play  in  the  Biitish 
Museum.  My  vanity  is  soothed  a  little  by  re- 
membering that  one  of  the  scenes  is  to  be  found  in 
a  school-book  of  elocution,  side  by  side  with  extracts 
from  Addison's  "Cato,"  and  Brooke's  "Gustavus 
Vasa."     It  is  not  a  great  fame. 

The  third  week  of  the  new  year  witnessed  that 
most  unusual  occurrence — the  stoppage  of  communi- 
cation on  some  of  the  most  frequented  roads  of 
England  and  Scotland.  There  never  had  been  such 
a  fall  of  snow  in  the  memory  of  man,  and  there  has 
certainly  been  nothmg  like  it  since.  Had  railways 
been  in  existence,  the  obstacles  to  all  travelling  and 
all  commercial  transit  would  have  been  precisely  the 
same.  It  is  under  such  unusual  circumstances  of 
inteiTUption  to  the  business  of  a  busy  people  that  we 
best  undei-stand  the  value  of  roads,  and  of  all  the  con- 
current means  of  commimication  which  have  gi'own 
up  during  a  long  period  of  civilized  society.     I  well 
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remember  the  consternation  and  difficulty,  when,  on 
a  cei'tain  Thursday,  our  morning  coaches  set  out  for 
London  and  were  obliged  to  return  ;  when  we  leamt 
that  the  only  mails  which  had  reached  the  General 
Post  Office  on  the  Friday  were  three  from  Brighton, 
Bye,  and  Portsmouth ;  when  we  knew,  from  the  report 
of  horsemen  and  pedestrians,  who  had  contrived  to 
struggle  up  from  Bath,  that  the  West  of  England 
was  completely  impassable  for  carriages  ;  that  the 
shops  in  Exeter  were  shut  up,  and  the  doors  and 
windo\vs  of  private  houses  barricaded,  by  the  drifts  of 
snow.  At  Oxford  no  letters  or  papers  aiTived  for 
four  days,  and  there  was  a  blockade  far  more  effectual 
than  when  Cromwell's  army  was  hemming  it  around. 
I  made  my  way  on  horseback  to  the  Bath  road,  and 
proceeded  well  enough  from  Slough  to  a  mile  or  so 
beyond  Salthill,  through  a  lane  cut  through  the  snow, 
which  rose  on  either  side  like  the  outer  walls  of  a 
mediseval  castle.  This  narrow  passage  had  been 
accomplished  by  the  exertions  of  many  labourers^ 
and  the  same  process  was  going  forwaa-d  throughout 
the  northern  and  western  roads.  On  the  21st  of 
January  a  notice  was  issued  from  the  General  Post 
Office  to  all  post  masters,  directing  them  to  apply  to  the 
overseers  of  parishes  to  employ  all  the  means  in  their 
power  to  get  the  country  cleared  for  the  passage  of 
the  mails.  A  more  stringent  command  was  issued 
from  the  Home  Office  to  the  Lords-Lieutenants  of 
counties,  for  restoring  the  accustomed  means  of  com- 
munication between  London  and  the  interior.  The 
fall  of  snow  was  succeeded  by  an  intense  frost. 
Between  Blackfriars  Bridge  and  London  Bridge 
there  was  a  sort  of  fair- on  the  ice,  which  has  been 
best  preserved  from  oblivion  in  one  of  the  designs 
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of    George    Cruikshaok,    in    Hone's    "  Every  Day 
Boob." 

The  milder  days  of  Febnmry  gave  U3  buck  again 
tlie  oi-dinary  means  of  communication  from  Cornwall 
to  Lanarksliii-e.  From  out  of  a  "  House  of  Glass  " 
Rumour  now  came  flying  aU  abroad,  and  the  land 
was  alive  with  the  anticipation  of  great  events.  The 
Allies  marched  on  from  the  Rhine.  Then  came  the 
fruitless  struggle  which  manifested  the  military 
genius  of  Napoleon  as  much  as  any  one  of  his  great 
victories.  From  one  point  to  another  he  rushed  to 
meet  his  enemies  wherever  they  appeared;  some- 
times victorious,  sometimes  defeated,  but  always 
contriving  to  make  the  great  issue  still  doubtful. 
Aberdeen  the  peaceful  was  for  making  terms  with 
him ;  other  statesmen,  English  and  foreign,  were 
for  pushing  him  to  extremities.  The  risings  of 
Bordeaux,  the  second  city  of  the  Empire,  in  favour 
of  the  Bourbons,  appeai'cd  to  indicate  that  the 
popular  feeling  of  France  was  changing,  as  regarded 
him  who  had  done  everything  for  its  glory  and 
notliing  for  its  happiness.  The  negociations  for 
peace  were  broken  off.  Whilst  Wellington  was 
fighting  his  final  battle  with  Soult  on  the  10th 
of  April,  Paris  had  capitulated,  and  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia  had  entered 
the  capital  which  had  appropriated  the  spoils  of  a 
hundred  cities.  On  the  4th  of  April,  Napoleon  had 
abdicated,  and  soon  after  was  on  his  road  to  Elba. 
For  three  nights  London  was  in  a  tumult  of  exulta^ 
tion,  amidst  illuminations  of  unprecedented  bril- 
liancy. On  the  3rd  of  May,  Louis  the  Eighteenth 
was  ia  the  Tuileiies.  In  England  the  beauty  of  the 
spring  weather  was  such  as  had  scarcely  ever  been 
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remembered.  Poets  seized  upon  it  as  an  omen  o£ 
futm-e  happiness.  Leigh  Hunt— who  had  endured 
enough  to  render  him  cold  to  a  cause  which  was  that 
of  the  i-uhng  powers  at  home  and  of  royalty  in 
general — looked  at  this  crisis  as  somewhat  like  a 
final  triumph  over  war  and  oppression,  and  in  his 
new-boni  zeal  wrote  a  Mask,  "  The  Descent  of 
Liberty,"  to  which  the  glories  of  the  spring  lent  their 
most  poetical  associationa  We  had  our  especial  turn 
of  patriotic  excitement  at  Windsor.  The  great  festi- 
vities in  London  when  the  Emperor  of  Kuasia  and 
the  King  of  Piiissia  arrived ;  when  they  were  in- 
vested with  the  Order  of  the  Garter  at  Cai-lton 
House ;  when  the  Prince  Regent  and  the  two  sove- 
reigns dmed  with  the  Corporation  of  London  at  the 
Mansion  Honse  ; — these  were  of  little  importance  to 
us  compared  with  that  of  the  visit  to  Windsor  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  with  his  famous  PlatofF,  and  of  the 
King  of  Prussia  with  his  no  less  famous  Bliicher. 
In  the  "Poetical  Remains"  of  WiUiam  Sidney 
Walker,  with  whom  I  was  associated  in  after  life, 
there  is  a  letter  from  him  when  a  boy  at  Eton, 
dated  the  6th  of  July,  1814,  in  which  he  says,  "  I 
have  shaken  hands  with  the  King  of  Prussia  and 
Platoff,  and  have  touched  the  flap  of  Bliicher's  coat. 
I  shall  have  it  engraven  on  my  tombstone."  I  cannot 
desire  so  solemn  a  recoi'd.  that,  having  arrived  early 
at  the  Ascot  Race-ground,  I  saw  the  King  of  Pnissia 
— who  had  ridden  thither  before  the  rest  of  the 
royal  party — buying  a  penny  roll  and  a  slice  of  cheese 
at  one  of  the  common  booths,  and  marcliing  up  and 
down,  cutting  his  humble  luncheon  with  a  pocket- 
knife  which  I  supposed  he  had  carried  through  many 
a  troublous  campaign. 
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Of  course  1  took  &  more  exalted  view  of  the  historical 
grandeur  of  this  season  of  rejoicing  and  felicitation 
■when  the  Duke  of  Welhngton  was  to  arrive  at 
Windsor,  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  his  regiment 
of  the  Horse  Guards  Blue,  and  I  was  requested  by 
the  Corporation  to  write  an  Address  to  be  presented 
to  his  Grace  by  the  Town  Clerk.  I  very  much  fear 
that  its  stilted  paragraphs  were  a  humble  imitation 
of  that  Address  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, when  he  said,  "  This  nation  well  knows  that  it 
is  lai^ely  your  debtor."  The  Duke,  on  the  6th  of 
August,  received  the  Corporation  in  the  hall  of  the 
Castle  Iirn,  somewhat  weary,  I  suppose,  of  the 
manner  in  which,  as  he  said,  "  he  had  been  received 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom."  I  crept  into  that 
narrow  hall,  between  the  red  gowns  and  the  blue 
gowns,  some  of  whom  stood  in  the  street ;  and  I  was 
not  very  proud  of  my  fine  paragraphs  when  I  looked 
upon  that  impassive  face,  and  thinking  of  what 
welded  iron  that  conqueror  of  Bonapai-te  was  made, 
fancied  how  httle  the  men  of  action  appreciated  the 
sounding  periods  of  the  men  of  words.  I  did  not 
then  know  with  what  success  this  great  soldier  would 
vindicate  his  own  claim  to  be  lunked  amongst  the 
best  writers. 

My  newspaper  of  the  Srd  of  December  contained  a 
paragi'aph  which  I  had  copied  from  "The  Times"  of 
November  the  29th,  1814,  not  interesting,  perhaps, 
to  the  majority  of  my  provincial  readers,  but  which 
strongly  excited  my  wonder  and  curiosity,  and  led 
me  into  obscure  speculations  of  what  might  be  the 
probable  consequences  of  what  "The  Times"  described 
as  "  the  greatest  improvement  connected  with  print- 
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ing  since  the  diacoveiy  of  the  art  itsel£"  WoH  Imow- 
ing  the  gi-eat  bodily  exertion  which  up  to  that  time 
was  required  of  two  men  working  at  the  common 
press,  to  produce  two  hundred  and  fifty  impressions  of 
one  side  of  a  newspaper  in  an  hour,  I  might  well  be 
em-prised  when  I  read  as  follows :— "The  reader  of  this 
paragraph  now  holds  in  his  hand  one  of  the  many 
thousand  impressions  of  'The  Times'  newspaper 
which  were  taken  off  last  night,  hy  a  mechanical 
apparatus.  A  system  of  machineiy  almost  organic 
has  been  devised  and  aiTanged,  which,  while  it  re- 
lieves the  human  frame  of  its  most  laborious  efforts 
hi  printing,  far  exceeds  all  human  powei-s  in  rapidity 
and  dispatch."  The  process  is  then  bi-iefly  described; 
and  it  is  added,  "  the  whole  of  these  comphcated  acts 
is  performed  with  such  a  velocity  and  simulta- 
neousness  of  movement,  that  no  less  tlian  eleven 
hundred  sheets  are  impressed  in  one  horn-."  The 
invention  is  termed  in  this  announcement  "The 
Printmg  Machine."  The  iiiventoi''s  name  was  Kceiiig. 
For  ten  yeai-s  Mi-.  Walter,  the  proprietor  of  "  The 
Times,"  had  been  vainly  endeavoui-ing,  at  a  heavy 
cost,  to  perfect  some  machineiy  hy  which  he  could 
send  forth  a  greater  number  than  the  four  thousand 
copies  of  his  journal  which  he  was  able  to  produce 
by  the  utmost  exei-tion  of  manual  labour.  The 
machine  of  Kcenig  wa^  however,  a  most  comphcated 
affair;  expensive,  liable  to  derangement,  and  not 
capable,  therefore,  of  being  appHed  to  the  general 
p-diposes  of  printing.  In  ]  823  I  i-ead  in  Scott's  novel 
of  "  Quentin  Dui-ward  "  the  prophetic  words  of  Marti- 
valle,  "Can  I  look  forward  without  wonder  and  asto- 
nishment to  the  lot  of  a  succeeding  generation,  on 
whom  knowledge  shall  descend  like  the  first  and 
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second  min,  imintermpted,  unaljatcd,  uubouiided." 
The  Printing-  Press  had  produced  the  first  rain ;  the 
Printing  Machine  was  the  "little  cloud  no  bi^er 
than  a  man's  hand  "  which  promised  the  second  rsun. 
There  was  now  some  chance  that  the  steam-engine 
would  accomplish  for  printing  what  it  was  accom- 
plishing for  navigation.  In  June,  1824, 1  attended  a 
trial  in  the  Common  Picas,  in  which  the  Duke  of 
Novthumberland  was  plaintiff,  and  my  friend,  Mr. 
Clowes,  the  defendant  The  printer,  who  earned  on 
his  business  in  Northumberland  Court,  had  erected  a 
steam-press  in  his  cellar,  the  wall  of  which  abutted 
on  the  Duke's  princely  mansion  at  Charing  Cross. 
Ludici-ous  it  was  to  hear  the  exti-avagant  terms  in 
wldch  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  and  his  witnesses 
described  the  alleged  nuisance — the  noise  made  by 
this  engine,  quite  honid,  sometimes  resembling 
thunder,  at  other  times  like  a  threshing-machine, 
and  then  again  like  the  rumbling  of  carts  and  wag- 
gons. With  surpassing  ability  was  the  cause  of  the 
defendant  conducted  by  the  Attorney-General  (Cop- 
ley). The  course  of  the  trial  is  beside  my  present 
purposft  Ml'.  Donkin,  the  celebrated  engineer,  de- 
posed that  there  were  not  less  than  twenty  engines 
erected  for  printing  in  London.  Simplifications  of 
the  original  invention  had  rendered  the  Printing 
Machine  applicable  to  the  production  of  books  as 
well  as  newspapers.  The  second  rain  was  beginning 
to  descend.  In  1814  I  w^very  far  from  a  concep- 
tion of  the  extent  in  which  tiie  invention  of  the 
Priating  Machine  would  affect  a  future  stage  in  my 
working  life.  But  in  the  boundless  fertility  of  that 
second  rain  I  anticipated  a  wider  scope  for  my  pro- 
fessional labours.   I  had  incurred  new  responsibilities. 
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and  had  gained  new  motives  for  exertion,  in  marrying. 
The  Christmas  of  that  year  saw  my  once  sohtaiy 
home  lighted  wp  with  love  and  cheerMnesa. 

In  February,  1815,  a  Bill  was  hurried  through 
Parliament  which  absolutely  closed  the  poi-ts  against 
the  introduction  of  foreign  com  till  thepiice  of  wheat 
should  rise  to  eighty  shillings  a  quarter.  I  rejoice  to 
see  that  I  was  fearless  of  the  indignation  which  the 
Windsor  paper,  cii-culating  chiefly,  in  an  agricuitural 
district,  would  produce,  when  I  wrote — "  It  is  hardly 
fau-  that  the  landowner  and  cultivator  shoidd  enter 
ParUament  with  such  a  formidable  power  as  the 
united  voice  of  the  people  will  scarcely  be  able  to 
put  down,  and  there  demand  that  tlie  price  of  wheat 
should  now  be  fixed  at  the  average  rate  of  a  time  of 
war.  There  are  many  noble  loi-ds  and  right  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  have  doubled  their  rentals  since 
the  year  1794,  and  there  are  many  very  thrifty  agri- 
culturists who  have  purchased  the  estates  which  their 
fatliers  only  tilled,  and  have  adjourned,  with  unsoiled 
hands,  from  the  oak-chah-  in  the  chimney-corner  to 
the  velvet  sofa  in  the  drawing-room.  Doubtless  all 
this  is  very  agi-eeable  to  the  parties  themselves,  and 
worldly  wisdom  will  blame  no  man  for  preferring 
20,000;,  to  10,000/.,  or  a  hunter  and  madeira  to  a 
market-cart  and  ale.  But  then  it  is  rather  gaUing 
to  b6  told  that  all  this  is  essentially  necessary  to  ov/f 
existence  and  prasperity,  and  to  hear  it  very  gravely 
asserted  that  we  shall  be  all  the  happier  and  better 
for  being  shortly  allowed  to  get  two  loaves  with  the 
money  for  which  we  now  purchase  three." 

The  "hunter  and  madeira"  as  conti-asted  with  the 
" marlcet-cart  and  ale"  of  the  old  times,  was  not  un- 
generously applied    to   the  generation  of  Southern 
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farmers,  who  had  sprung  up  in  the  days  of  protection 
aad  paper  currency. 

The  maniage  of  the  Prioccss  Charlotte  with  Prince 
Leopold,  on  the  2iid  of  May,  1816,  was  art  event  in 
which  I  took  exceeding  interest.  It  set  me  poetizing; 
for  I  was  somewhat  too  apt  to  be  moved  into  writing 
verse  on  passing  subjects,  foi^etting  that  poetiy  ought 
to  he  almost  exclusively  conversant  with  the  perma- 
nent and  universal.  My  Mafsk,  "  The  Bridal  of  the 
Isles,"  whatever  might  have  been  its  defects,  was 
not  written  in  the  spirit  of  a  courtier ;  for  in  the 
Second  Canto,  in  which  I  called  up  the  aiiadcs  of  the 
great  British  rulers  of  old,  I  put  these  lines  in  the_ 
mouth  of  Alfred  addressing  the  Genius  of  England  : — 

"  O,  1  have  wateh'd  thy  monaiclis  as  they  paas'd, — 
How  leaping  epward  to  my  tempting  throne, 
How  toppling  down  in  hatefol  civil  stiife, 
Or  sliding  to  the  slumbers  of  the  toaih  ; 
Bnt  never  saw  I  one  who  fiU'd  that  seat 
In  rightful  ministratioii,  who  might  say, 
"rhia.is  my  coach  of  ease,  my  chair  of  joy. 
This  aeeptre  is  a  pleosiire-charmuig  Tod 
To  cbH  up  all  fresh  luxuries  around  me.' 
The  lofty  eoni,  with  reverend  eye  and  meek. 
Would  look  upon  the  trappings  of  its  state 
As  emblems  of  a  fearful  trust,  that  aak'd 
The  smile  of  Heaveu  on  self-denying  virtue. 
Yes  I  I  will  hover  round  those  youthful  haarta, 
0nhlight«d.  yet  by  power — and  with  a  voice 
Bomu  on  the  ear  by  every  morning  hreeze, 
Cry^'  Live  not  for  yourselves.'  " 

I  had  a  very  pleasant,  because  a  veiy  charaoter- 
istie,  letter  from  Leigh  Hunt  about  this  Mask.  He 
complimented  me  by  saying,  "  It  is  very  crisp  and 
luxuriant,  and  shows  that  you  possess  in  a  great 
degree  my  favourite  part  of  the  poetical  spirit— ^that 
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of  enjoyment."  Yes,  It  was  that  spiiit  of  enjoy- 
ment which  gave  Hunt  his  perennial  youth,  amidst 
worldly  troubles  as  gi'eat  as  most  men  have  endured; 
which,  carried  somewhat  to  excess,  made  him  almost 
indifferent  to  adversity  in  its  stern  reaUties.  "  But," 
he  contiuued,  "  I  would  rather  talk  with  you  about 
these  matters  than  write  about  them  ;  for  when  I  get 
upon  poetry  I  feel  my  wings  on,  ajid  do  not  like  to 
wait  the  zig-zag  travelling  of  the  pen."  Happy 
nature !  I  did  not  cultivate  his  acquaintance  as  I 
ought  to  have  done  in  this  fresh  time  of  hope.  I 
knew  him  in  later  years  when  I  was  sobered ;  but 
when  I  had  not  lost  the  power  of  enjoyment  in  hia 
delightful  conversation,  so  charming— especially  to 
one  who  was  also  battling  with  the  world — in  its 
constant  looking  at  the  sunny  side  of  human  affairs. 

The  transition  from  joy  at  the  auspicious  marriage 
of  the  Prihcesa  Charlotte,  to  the  universal  mourning 
for  her  death,  was  not  sudden  in  point  of  time,  but  it 
nevertheless  came  upon  the  nation  as  an  unexpected 
blow,  suspending  all  lesser  interests  of  domestic 
politics.  The  interval  between  May,  1816,  and  No- 
vember, 1817,  was  one  of  very  serious  aspects.  The 
Qovei-nment  and  the  People  were  not  in  accord ; 
suffering  and  sedition  went  hand  in  hand ;  dema- 
gogues flourished;  spies  were  more  than  tolerated. 
Of  this  unhappy  period  I  shall  have  to  speak  in 
another  chapter,  Let  me  at  present  advert  to  some 
personal  experiences  at  the  funeral  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, which  I  thus  related  in  a  Supplementary 
Number  of  "The  Windsor  Express,"  published  on 
the  following  morning.  In  this  narrative  I  laid 
aside  the  usual  editorial  style,  and  signed  my  name 
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as  to  facts  wliicli  I  was  prepared  individually  to  sub- 
stantiate :— 

"  On  the  iDorning  of  Tuesday  I  received  from  one 
of  the  Canons  of  the  College  of  Windsor  a  ticket  of 
admission  to  the  organ-loft  of  St.  George's  Chapel,  to 
witness  the  ceremonial  of  the  late  Princess  Charlotte's 
interment.  This,  I  was  given  to  understand,  was 
presented  to  me  by  the  particular  direction  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter,  to  allow  me  to  make  a  faithful 
veport  of  the  solemnities,  and  as  a  compliment  to 
the  ofiice  of  chief  magistrate  which  my  father  holds 
in  the  borough.  At  seven  o'clock  this  evening  I 
claimed  an  entrance  at  the  outer  gate  of  the  lower 
ward  of  the  Castle,  which  was  kept  by  two  subalterns 
of  the  Foot  Guards,  and  a  numerous  body  of  rank 
and  file.  Constables  of  the  borough  were  also  posted 
here,  but  they  were  evidently  considered  as  intruders 
upon  these  unconstitutional  guardians  of  the  peace. 
I  was  roughly  thrust  back  a^inst  the  wheels  of  the 
carriages  which  were  passing  behind  me,  and  told,  in 
common  with  many  others  who,  like  myself,  had 
tickets,  that  no  more  would  be  admitted.  For  an 
hour  I  was  buffeted  about,  with  my  unfortunate  com- 
panions, who  comprised  some  of  the  most  respectable 
inhabitants  of  "Windsor ;  sometimes  collared  by  the 
soldiers,  sometimes  jammed  gainst  the  castle  wall, 
and  at  all  times  insulted  by  dogmatical  assertions  or 
sneeiing  indifference.  We  at  last  retired  in  despair. 
Laving  risked  our  lives  till  danger  was  no  longer 
endurable.  Ten  minutes  before  the  procession 
entered  fhe  gate,  I  procured  access  to  one  of  the 
;,  under  the  escort  of  a  sentinel ;  and  having 
1  the  pecuhar  circumstances  under  which 

had  obtained  my  ticket,  and  the  duty  which  I 
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owed  to  the  public  to  enforce  my  claim  for  admission, 
requested  that  the  order  of  exclusion  might  be  with- 
drawn. I  was  haughtily  repulsed  At  this  instant, 
two  mihtary  men,  not  on  d/iity,  with  four  ladies,  were 
passed  through  the  gate  without  any  other  authority 
than  the  dictum,  of  the  officer  I  was  addi'essing,  I 
complained  of  the  unjust  partiality  in  a  respectful 
manner.  For  that  presumption  I  was  instantly 
handed  over  to  the  next  corporal,  with  orders  'to 
take  back  that  man,'  Collared  like  a  felon,  I  was 
forced  along  the  line  of  foot-guards,  and  on  reaching 
the  last  soldier  was  thrust  against  a  carriage  hke  an 
intr-jsive  hound." 

Never  shall  I  forget  the  feeHnga  of  that  evening. 
After  my  long  detention  in  the  vain  endeavour  to 
assert  my  right  of  passing  the  outer  gate,  I  waited  to 
look  upon  the  street  procession.  When  I  came  back 
to  my  home,  exhausted,  boiling  over  with  indigna- 
tion, I  found  my  wife  in  a  siiuation  of  extreme 
danger.  For  some  days  she  had  been  seriously  ill 
The  funeral  procession  had  passed  under  our  windows. 
The  lurid  glare  of  the  torches ;  the  roU  of  cariiages  ; 
the  tramp  of  horses,  amidst  the  universal  silence  of 
the  crowd ; — these,  almost  unendurable  for  any  in- 
valid, who  could  hear  all  but  who  could  not  look  out 
upon  a  scene  so  solemn  and  so  exciting,  produced  the 
most  alarming  effects  upon  one  who  was  at  the 
extreme  point  of  weakness.  By  God's  Providence, 
our  medical  friend,  a  surgeon  of  the  first  eminence 
in  Windsor,  returned  with  me  to  my  house,  having 
been  himself  subjected  to  the  outrages  of  the  mili- 
tary. He  was  thus  the  means  of  bestowing  such 
immediate  attentions  upon  his  patient  as  probably 
saved  her  in   the  dangerous  crisis  of  that  melan- 
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choly  November  night.  The  one  great  and  enduring 
happiness  of  my  life  was  to  be  presei-ved  to  me. 

At  .this  Eoyal  Funei-al,  when  a  whole  nation  was 
present  in  heart  and  mind,  these  military  outrages 
were  not  the  sole  disorders  and  indecenci^.  The 
undertaker's  men  were  unmistakeably  drunk,  as  they 
reeled  up  the  steep  Castle  street.  Within  St.  Geoi'ge's 
Chapel  there  were  struggles  and  murmurs,  as  in  an 
overcrowded  pit  at  the  theatre ;  for  three  or  four 
hundi-ed  rank  and  file  of  the  Guards  were  placed 
from  the  western  entrance  to  the  extremity  of  the 
nave,  so  as  to  prevent  nine-tenths  of  the  assemblage 
— admitted  by  tickets — from  seeing  more  of  the 
solemnity  than  they  could  have  seen  had  the  outer 
walls  of  the  Chapel  been  the  baiTier  to  their  desires. 
Just  before  the  procession  aiTived,  there  was  a  noisy 
conflict  at  the  door  of  the  Choir,  which  had  ulterior 
consequences.  One  of  the  Canons  refused  to  admit 
a  confidential  page  of  the  Regent,  who  had  been 
commanded  to  notice  and  report  to  his  royal  master 
how  the  ceremony  was  conducted.  "  It  is  our  free- 
hold," said  the  Church  Dignitaiy.  "It  is  tho  Chapel 
of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,"  replied  the  offended 
Ruler ;  "  and  until  the  clerical  ministers  of  the 
Order  can  behave  better,  they  shall  come  down 
from  their  accustomed  seats  in  the  stalls  of  the 
Knights." 

In  my  newspaper  of  the  Saturday  which  foDowed 
the  Supplement  of  the  20th  of  November,  I  wrote  an 
article  entitled  "  Excessive  Employment  of  Soldiery 
in  a  Religious  Solemnity,  and  Abuses  in  MiUtary 
Power."  My  animadversion  on  "Abuses  in  Military 
Power"  was  bitter  enough  in  its  general  invective ; 
but  there  was  nothing  tliat  the  epauletted  puppica 


Hosted  by  Google 


124  PASSAGES   OF   A   WOEKING   LIFE! 

who  talked  of  horsewhipping  the  newspaper-fellow 
could  have  produced  in  a  court  of  justice  as  a  justi- 
fication of  a  new  outrage.  I  have  detailed  this 
occujTence  at  somewhat  greater  length  than  it  pro- 
bably deserved ;  but  it  presents  a  striking  contrast 
not  only  to  the  altered  temper  of  the  military  in 
these  happier  times,  but  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
conductors  of  the  Press  are  now  respected  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  useful  functions  as  the  accredited 
representatives   of  the  people. 
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71 HATEVER  might  have  been  the  monotony 
of  the  life  of  the  editor  of  a  provincial 
journal  in  the  mere  discharge  of  his  office 
duties,  I  could  always  find  an  ever-chang- 
ing interest  in  the  necessity  for  seeing  many  things 
with  my  own  eyes ;  in  making  personal  inquiries  in 
distant  places  as  to  the  correctness  of  reputed  occnr- 
rences — in  fact,  in  beii^  my  own  reporter.  Much  of 
my  time  was  spent  on  horseback.  My  ordinary 
costume  was  knee-breeches  and  top-boots.  My 
varied  out-door  life  was  as  healthful  as  it  was 
instruciive.  In  these  local  operations  the  brain  was 
not  heavily  taxed.  Education  was  going  on.  Some 
exercise  of  the  intellect  was  essential  to  report  the 
speeches  at  a  public  meeting.  The  facts  exhibited 
at  a  coronei's  inquest  might  be  best  dispatched  in 
that  brief  style  which  was  once  considered  suiEcient 
for  the  London  newspaper,  but  which  is  now  dis- 
placed by  the  most  wonderful  accumulation  of  "  hon-or 
on  horror's  head."  Sometimes,  however,  the  country 
newspaper  might  attempt  to  be  graphic  when  it  had 
to  record  occuiTences  of  an  unusual  nature ;  and  yet 
the  absolute  limitation  of  space  would  often  compel 
me  to  throw  away  the  kernel  of  the  picturesque  to 
give  my  readers  the  bard  shell  of  the  literal. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1816, 1  rode  out  to  Maiden- 
head Thicket  to  behold  a  remarkable  proof  of  the 
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alleged  want  of  employment  in  the  miEmg  and 
inaiiufactnriiig  districts.  On  the  road  from  Henley 
there  was  the  halt  of  a  cavalcade— not  such  as  the 
poet  and  the  novelist  have  so  often  described  as  the 
halt  of  jovial  pilgrims  taking  their  morning  meal  in 
the  beechen  shade ;  but  of  a  party  of  giim  colliers 
clustered  romid  a  w^gon  laden  with  coals,  which 
they  had  drawn  for  many  miles,  and  whose  further 
progress  was  interrupted  at  the  mandate  of  a  Bow- 
street  magistrate.  From  Bilston  Moor — where  the 
furnaces  of  many  iron- works  no  longer  darkened  the 
air  with  their  smoke,  and  the  windlass  of  many  a  pit 
was  now  idle — forty-one  men,  having  a  leader  on 
horseback,  had  the  day  before  passed  through  Oxford, 
dragging  the  waggon  in  solemn  silence,  asking  no 
alms,  but  bearing  a  placard,  on  which  was  inscribed, 
"Willing  to.work,  but  none  of  us  will  beg."  Their 
intention,  as  well  as  that  of  another  party  march- 
ing on  the  St.  Alban's  Road,  was  to  proceed  to 
London,  in  the  belief  that  the  Prince  Regent 
could  order  them  employment.  At  Maidenhead  the 
military  were  prepared  for  some  dire  conflict  with 
want  and  desperation.  But  Sir  Eichard  Birnie  very 
wisely  went  forward  with  two  pohce-officers,  finally 
persuading  these  men  to  let  their  coals  ho  taken  into 
Maidenhead,  and  to  receive  a  handsome  present 
which  would  enable  them  to  return  to  then-  homes. 
They  wore  punctihous  in  refusing  to  sell  their  coals. 
The  march  of  the  blanketeers  of  Manchester  in  the 
next  year  was  not  so  quietly  prevented. 

There  never  was  a  problem  more  difficult  of  solu- 
tion, even  by  the  soundest  political  economists  of  the 
time,  than  that  of  the  condition  of  the  labouring 
classes  in  1816  and  1817.     When  I  look  back  on 
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wliat  I  wrote  on  this  overwhelming  subject  in  the 
last  foiiT  years  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  I 
behold  a  succession  of  fallacies  and  half-truths  pro- 
pounded with  a  sincere  belief  and  with  a  benevolent 
earnestness.  I  was  groping  my  way,  in  common  with 
most  public  wiiters,  in  the  thick  darkness  by  which  we 
were  sun'ounded.  The  text  upon  which  I  commonly 
preached  was  from  Southey — not  the  Southey  de- 
nounced by  the  "  Anti- Jacobin  "  of  1797,  but  the 
Sonthey  of  1817,  who  denounced  Byron  and  the 
"  Satanic  School."  The  test  was  not  in  any  great 
degree  an  exaggerated  description  of  the  condition  of 
England.  "  We  are  arrived  at  that  state  in  which  the 
extremes  of  inequality  are  become  intolerable."  The 
fallacies  and  haH-tmths  of  the  usual  comment  upon 
this  doctrine  sprang  from  a  narrow  and  one-sided 
view  of  the  causes  of  these  extremes. 

I  maintaiued,  not  without  reason,  that  the  existence 
of  some  radical  disease  in  the  condition  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  had  been  long  indicated  by  the  prc^essive 
inci'ease  of  the  Poor  Rates.  I  held  that  the  prodigious 
increase  in  the  demands  of  pauperism,  from  tho 
million  and  a  half  sterhng  in  1776,  to  the  eight 
millions  in  1815,  was  the  consequence  of  some  system 
which,  as  it  had  multiplied  the  temporary  sources  of 
profitable  labour,  had  a  natural  tendency  to  multiply 
population,  without  providing  for  the  regular  support 
of  the  human  beings  which  it  called  forth.  I  aveiTed 
that  the  mechanical  improvements  of  the  forty  years 
constituted  that  system.  The  war,  which  produced 
a  comparative  monopoly  of  commerce,  gave  birth  to  a 
new  machinery  to  supply  that  monopoly.  The  manu- 
facturing system  made  no  provision  for  that  inevitable 
period    when  the    trading  intercourse  of  the  world 
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would  return  to  its  accustomod  channels,  and  man- 
kind would  be  free  to  use  tlio  same  instruments  of 
commercial  advantage  that  we  had  employed.  The 
system  had  called  into  action  half  a  milhon  of  human 
beings  whom  it  had  now  unavoidably  abandoned. 
The  State  must  therefore  supply  the  means  of  life, 
which  the  ordinary  modes  of  employment  could  no 
longer  give. 

I  had  never  seen  the  practical  working  of  the 
manufacturing  system,  and  thus  I  talked,  as  it  was 
the  feahion  to  talk  when  Southey  wrote,  "The  nation 
that  builds  upon  manufactures  sleeps  upon  gun- 
powder." But  I  was  perfectly  famihar  with  the 
condition  of  the  agricultural  districts.  I  held,  tndy, 
that  the  oi^anization  of  society  in  Great  Britian  had 
been  completely  changed  by  the  system  of  inclosures 
and  agricultural  improvements.  These  were  forced 
on  by  the  increased  demand  for  corn,  originating  in 
the  exti-aordinary  consumption  and  waste  of  war,  and 
in  the  increased  wants  of  an  increased  manufactur- 
ing population.  I  wept  over  the  diminution  of  the 
labour  which  was  once  required  by  imperfect  modes 
of  cultivation.  I  grieved  over  the  extinguishing  of 
those  indirect  means  of  support  which  supphed  the 
primitive  wants  of  the  ancient  peasantry,  I  missed 
the  old  commons  on  which  I  used  to  ramble  in  my 
boyhood.  I  saw  no  longer  the  half-stai'ved  cow 
of  the  cottager  tethered  before  the  broken-down 
hedge  of  his  slovenly  garden,  and  the  pig  lying  on 
the  dunghill  that  blocked  up  the  dirty  approach  to 
his  ruinous  hovel  The  additional  patch  of  garden- 
ground  that  was  allotted  to  him  seemed  to  me  but  a 
poor  compensation  for  the  heath  where  he  once  might 
freely  cut  the  turf  for  his  fire.     I  grieved  the  grief  of 
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ignorance  when  I  quoted  the  population  returns  of 
1811,  to  pi-ove  that  while  two  or  three  millions  of 
additional  mouths  had  heen  maintained  feom,  the 
land,  some  thousands  less  had  been  maintained  vjpon 
the  land.  The  interests  of  the  consumers  appeared 
to  me  small  in  comparison  with  those  of  the  pro- 
ducers. Had  I  looked  more  deeply  into  the  matter, 
I  might  have  mourned  over  a  gieater  evil  thamthe 
destruction  of  the  semi-barharous  independence  of 
the  squatters  who  had  regai-ded  the  heaths  and 
commons  as  their  proper  and  peculiar  inheritance. 
I  might  have  reasonably  mourned  that  the  Agiicul- 
tural  Labourers  were  slaves  to  the  Poor  Laws- 
brought  into  the  world  as  paupers  by  the  improvi- 
dent encouragement  to  early  marriages  under  the 
allowance-system ;  kept  through  life  as  paupers  by 
receiving  as  ahns  what  they  had  fairly  earned  as 
wages;  deprived  of  profitable  employment,  and 
himted  from  parish  to  parish,  by  the  laws  of  Settle- 
ment ;  punished  with  the  most  unrelenting  severity 
if  they  should  knock  down  a  rabbit.  I  might  at 
that  time  have  protested  against  the  bulk  of  the 
population  being  kept  in  the  most  degrading  igno- 
rance, by  the  dread  which  then  very  genei-ally  pre- 
vailed in  rural  districts,  that  to  educate  the  labom-er 
was  to  unfit  him  for  the  duties  (they  might  have  said 
the  degradations)  of  "  that  state  of  life  into  which  it 
had  pleased  God  to  call  him  " — the  formula  of  conso- 
lation always  addressed  to  the  pooi-  for  the  repression 
of  any  impious  desire  to  better  their  condition. 

The  experience  of  all  men,  whether  in  the  South 
oi-the  North,  was  sufficient  to  show  that  a  superfluous 
population  was  now  pressing  upon  the  capital  devoted 
to  the  maintenance  of  labour.  But,  in  that  time  of 
bold  and  impudent  assertion,  there  ^ 
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in  Cobbett  when  he  said  "I  ain  quite  convinced  that 
the  population,  upon  the  whole,  hag  not  increased, 
in  England,  one  single  soul  sinco  I  was  born."  Still 
less  would  many  doubt  the  truth  of  his  description 
of  the  Labourers'  Paradise  in  the  days  "  before  they 
were  stripped  of  the  commons,  of  their  kettles,  their 
bedding,  tieir  beer-barrels." 

Whatever  might  be  my  heresies  as  to  the  best 
modea  of  bettering  the  condition  of  the  Poor,  I  never 
had  any  doubt  of  the  advantages  of  educating  them. 
It  was  not  often  that  I  came  into  contact  with  men 
who  were  capable  of  uniting  strong  benevolent  im- 
pulses with  the  broad  view  of  the  consequences  of 
making  the  pauper  more  comfortable  than  the  inde- 
pendent labourer.  A  sort  of  instinctive  horror  of  the 
Malthusian  doctrine  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  thoughts 
of  many  sensible  persons,  who,  in  spite  of  their  own 
convictions,  were  for  the  most  liberal  parish  allow- 
ances according  to  the  number  of  children  in  a  family, 
and  for  the  best  dietary  within  the  Workhouse  walls. 
Such  were,  to  some  extent,  the  convictions  of  one  of 
the  shrewdest  and  most  warm-hearted  of  self-taught 
men  with  whom  it  was  ever  my  happiness  to  become 
acquainted.  Mr.  Ingalton  had  a  flourishing  business 
as  a  shoemaker  at  Eton.  His  son,  a  young  artist  of 
great  promise,  was  for  some  years  the  most  intimate 
companion  of  my  leisure  ;  and  he  is  one  of  the  few 
whom  time  has  spared  to  show  me  how  justly  I 
esteemed  him.  In  his  painting-room  I  have  had 
many  a  friendly  argument  with  his  intelligent  father. 
There  was  another  occasional  visitor  of  that  painting- 
room,  who  was  ready  to  discuss  controverted  subjects 
of  social  economy,  with  a  perfect  theoretical  know- 
ledge, but  with  the  practical  earnestness  of  a  Christian 
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love  for  hie  fellow-creatures.  Often  have  I  listened 
with  real  delight  to  an  instinctive  dialogue  between 
the  refined  scholar  and  the  thoughtful  tradesman, 
who  was  not  wanting,  in  book -knowledge  but  was 
stronger  in  his  mother-wit  I  see  his  stately  figure 
in  his  working  garb — fresh  from  the  "  cutting  out " 
of  his  back-shop — standing  side  by  side  with  the  tall 
and  thin  clergyman  before  his  son's  easel,  and  dis- 
coursing, with  no  ordinary  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Art,  upon  the  composition  of  the  "  Cottage 
interior  "  or  the  "  Village  Concert."  The  characters 
of  the  English  scenes  which  his  son  painted,  in  the 
days  of  Wilkie,  were  studies  from  life ;  and  thus  the 
transition  of  talk  was  natural  enough  from  the  picture 
to  the  reality.  The  accomplished  divine,  who  was 
not  unfamihar  with  many  an  abode  of  poverty,  was 
a  patient  listener  to  every  plea  for  tenderness  to  the 
improvident,  and  of  compassion  for  the  ignorant  fol- 
lowers of  things  evil  But  he  believed  in  more  en- 
during helps  than  casual  charity.  A  few  years  before, 
he  had  proclaimed  the  great  principle,  that  "the  only 
true  secret  of  assisting  the  poor  is  to  make  them  agents 
in  bettering  theii-  own  condition,  and  to  supply  them, 
tiot  with  a  temporary  stimulus,  but  with  a  permanent 
energy Many  avenues  to  an  improved  con- 
dition are  open  to  one  whose  faculties  are  enlarged 
and  exercised ;  he  sees  his  own  interest  more  clearly, 
he  pursues  it  more  steadily,  and  he  does  not  study 
immediate  gratification  at  the  expense  of  bitter  and 
late  repentance,  or  mortgage  the  labour  of  his  future 
Hfe  without  an  adequate  return."  *  A  year  or  two 
ater,  I  had  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  this 
admirable  expositor  of  principles  which  have  even- 
•  "  Hecoi-iis  of  Creatiou,"  1816, 
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tually  triumphed  over  the  fears  of  the  rich,  and  tho 
doubts  of  the  learned.  But  in  yielding  up  some 
prejudices  to  the  gentle  persuasiveness  of  the  Fellow 
of  Eton — who,  by  his  recent  sermons  in  the  College 
Chapel  had  produced  a  marked  effect  in  the  moral 
conduct  of  five  hundred  youths — I  eould  scarcely 
then  have  believed  that  I  was  receiving  lessons  of 
practical  wisdom  from  a  future  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, when  I  was  an  earnest  listener  to  John  Bii-d 
Sumner, 

At  the  Lady  Day  of  1818  I  was  placed  in  a  position 
to  acquire  a  somewhat  enlaiged  experience  of  tho 
working  of  the  Poor  Laws.  My  father,  as  Chief 
Magistrate,  nominated  me  one  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Parish  of  Windsor.  He  wished  me  to  become 
familiar  with  public  business ;  and  although  the 
^appointment  was  not  much  to  my  taste  I  soon  came 
to  acknowledge  that  he  was  right.  I  could  scarcely 
have  foreseen  the  benefit  that  such  experience,  how- 
ever limited,  would  be  to  me  in  my  future  profes- 
sional pursuits.  As  there  is  no  man  from  whom 
something  may  not  be  learnt,  even  in  standing  with 
him  under  a  gateway  in  a  shower  of  rain,  so  there  is 
no  public  office,  however  little  elevated  above  that  of 
the  Constable,  and  tar  below  the  grandeur  of  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  from  which  he  who  sets  about 
tlie  performance  of  its  duties  in  a  right  spirit  may 
not  acquire  some  practical  wisdom  to  fit  him  for  a 
higher  sphere  of  action. 
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r  this  period,  wlien  I  was  working  energe- 
tically at  parish  affairs  in  addition  to  my 
ordinary  business,  I  was  equally  busied 
with  literaiy  schemes.  The  practical  and 
the  ideal  had  possession  of  my  mind  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  and  had  no  contention  for  superiority.  I 
may  truly  say— and  I  say  it  ior  the  encouragement 
of  any  young  man  who  is  sighing  over  the  fetters  of 
his  daily  labour,  and  pining  for  weeks  and  months  of 
uninten-upted  study— that  I  have  found  through  life 
that  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  and  a  regular 
course  of  literary  employment,  are  far  from  being 
incompatible  with  commercial  pursuits.  I  doubt 
whether,  if  I  had  been  all  author  or  aU  publisher,  I 
should  have  succeeded  better  in  either  capacity.  It 
is  true  that  these  my  occupations  were  homogeneo\is ; 
but  I  question  whether  that  condition  is  necessary  in 
any  case — in  a  lawyer's,  for  example — where  there  is 
sufficient  elasticity  of  mind  to  tiirn  readily  out  of 
the  main  line  to  the  bop-Hne  (how  could  I  have 
expressed  this  in  the  days  before  Stephenson?),  and 
sufficient  steadiness  of  purpose  to  return  to  it.  In 
my  time  of  humble  journalism  at  Windsor,  I  was 
constantly  devising  some  magnificent  scheme  of  books 
that  I  thought  the  world  wanted ;  in  which  opinion, 
it  is  most  probable,  I  should  have  found  no  encou- 
rasrer  in  the  cautious  experience  of  "  The  Row "  or 
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in  tlie  ventui-ous  liberality  of  Albemarle  Sti-eefc. 
One  small  project  1  carried  out  myself  without  com- 
mercial aid. 

Keats  bas  described  his   acquaintance  with   out 
grand  old  poets : 

"  Oft  had  I'ti-avelVd  in  the  realms  of  gold." 

Now  and  then  I  came  aci^oas  a  volume  which  I  could 
take  up  again  and  again,  even  whilst  Byron  was  sti- 
mulating rae  with  his  "  Corsair  "  and  his  "  Giaour," 
and  whilst  Wordsworth  was  awakenii^  a  more  pro- 
found sense  of  the  higher  objects  of  poetry.  Such 
a  volume  was  Shakspere's  "  Sonnets,"  rarely  pub- 
lished with  the  Plays,  and  known  only  to  a  few 
enthusiasts  who  did  not  believe,  with  Steevens, 
that  they  were  sentimental  ruhbish.  Such  was 
"  England's  Parnassus,"  which  I  borrowed,  and  longed 
to  appropriate.  No  publisher  had  then  thought  it 
worth  while  to  reprint  Drayton,  or  Wither,  or 
Herrick,  or  Herbert.  The  delight  which  Keats 
expressed  in  his  nohle  Sonnet  upon  the  discovery  of 
Chapman's  "Homer"  was  mine,  when  I  first  lighted 
upon  Fairfax's  "  Tasso."  I  had  entered  a  new  realm 
of  gold.  To  me  that  small  foho— the  first  edition, 
revised  by  Fairfax  himself— was  a  precious  treasure. 
There  had  been  no  edition  of  the  book  for  seventy 
years.  Resolved  that  I  would  achieve  the  honour  of 
repiinting  it,  I  issued  an  Advertisement,  in  October, 
1817,  in  which  I  said,  "Dr.  Johnson,  with  somewhat 
of  his  characteristic  temerity,  ventured  to  predict 
that  the  'Tasso'  of  Fairfax  would  never  be  repriated. 
If  the  national  taste  in  poetry  had  not  mended  since 
the  days  of  that  critic,  bis  prophetic  flattery  of  Hoole 
would  not  yet  have  been  disproved."     The  produc- 
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tion  of  two  small  volumes  at  our  Windsor  Press  of 
the  exquisitQ  translation  that  had  heen  forgotton 
since  Collins  had  rejoiced  to  hear  Tasso's  harp  "by 
English  Fairfax  strung,"  was  received  by  a  few  ciitics 
as  creditable  to  the  taste  of  a  country  printer.  The 
editing  of  this  volume  was  a  pleasant  occupation  to 
me.  I  prefixed  to  it  a  Life  of  Tasao,  and  a  Life  of 
Fail-tax.  In  that  of  Fairfax  I  inserted  an  Eclc^o 
which  -was  first  printed  in  Mrs.  Cooper's  "Muses' 
Library" — a  volume  which  had  become  scarce,  and 
which  I  foimd  at  the  London  Listitution.  Mr. 
Upcotfc  was  then  the  librarian  in  the  new  building, 
which,  in  its  handsome  elevation  and  its  judicious 
interior  arrangements,  did  credit  to  the  architect, 
then  a  young  man — Mr.  William  Brooks,  the  father 
of  Mr.  Shirley  Brooks.  My  reprint  appeai-ed  a  little 
before  that  of  Mr.  Singer ;  or  probably  I  might  have 
shrunk  from  the  competition. 

Every  now  and  then,  however,  my  newspaper 
opened  subjects  of  a  new  and  interesting  chai-acter, 
which  engaged  my  attention  for  a  time.  Such 
was  the  question  of  inquiry  into  the  Endowed 
Charities  of  the  country,  which  in  1818  had  as- 
sumed a  national  importance.  By  the  strenuous 
exertions  of  Mr.  Brougham  a  Commission  was 
appointed — ^first  to  inquire  into  charities  connected 
with  Education,  and  then  into  all  charities.  Pend- 
ing the  results  of  this  investigation,  a  volume  was 
published  by  a  member  of  the  Bar,  Mr.  Francis 
Charles  Parry,  on  the  Charities  of  Berkshii-e.  Such 
an  account  as  this  gentleman  collect-ed,  somewhat 
too  full  of  vague  chaises  of  abuses,  determined  me  to 
undei-take  a  really  useful  labour — that  of  carefully 
searching  all  the  documents  relating  to  the  charities 
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of  Windsor,  and  of  publisliing  them  in  the  most 
complete  fonn  in  m.y  newspaper.  It  was  an  honour 
to  my  native  town  that  no  infonriation  was  withheld 
from  me  ;  and  that  I  could  discovev  no  misappro- 
priation of  bequests,  and  no  violation  of  "  the  will  of 
the  founder."  Nor  ivaa  there  any  example  of  that 
species  of  legal  construction  of  "the  will  of  the 
founder"  which  has  built  up  the  magnificence  of 
many  of  the  London  Companies.  Vast  are  their 
rent-rolls.  In  days  when  houses  and  lands  were  not 
■worth  a  twentieth  part  of  their  present  nominal 
value,  these  magnates  became'  the  inheritors  of  many 
a  fertile  acre  and  many  an  improveable  tenement,  in 
trust  that  they  should  pay,  for  defined  charitable 
purposes,  a  particular  amount  of  pounds  sterling, 
annually  and  for  ever— probably  the  then  rent  of 
those  lands  and  houses  leaving  something  for  need- 
ful charges.  The  rents  of  the  fourteenth,  or  fifteenth, 
or  sixteenth  centuries — the  defined  sums — are  justly 
paid.  The  surplus  of  the  rents  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  increased  twenty-fold  or  even  fifty-fold,  are 
partially  employed  for  useful  purposes ;  but  they  go 
very  tax  towards  the  cost  of  the  turtle  and  loving- 
cups  upon  which  so  much  of  the  public  welfare 
depends.  Though  Windsor  had  no  fligi-ant  abuses, 
a  few  of  our  charities  furnished  an  example  of  the 
necessity  of  giving  large  powers  to  Chanty  Commis- 
sioners, if  not  for  authorizing  the  Government,  to 
deal  with  some  benevolent  provisions  of  ancient  times 
in  a  way  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  modern 
society.  But  the  gi'eater  number  were  not  wholly 
for  past  generations  in  their  usefulness.  There  was 
a  Free  School,  with  a  considerable  permanent  income, 
where  fifty  boys  and  girls  were  educated  and  clothed. 
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It  did  not  belong  to  the  then  ranch  abused  clasa  of 
Grammar  Schools — of  which  there  were  several  speci- 
mens within  my  knowledge — where  the  clei^yman, 
who  was  also  the  schoolmaBter,  put  the  funds  into  his 
pocket  because  the  farmers'  and  labourers'  sons  did 
not  want  to  learn  Latin  The  poor  cbUdren  of  our 
borough  were  taught  those  humble  accomplishments 
which  Sir  William  Curtis  eulogised  as  the  three  Ra — 
Reading,  Kitic^,  and  Uithmetic.  With  the  aid  of 
supplementary  endowments  for  Apprenticing  Poor 
Boys  and  Rewarding  Diligent  Apprentices,  many  of 
these  lads  became  thriving  tradesmen.  I  could  point 
to  one  man  whom  I  am  proud  to  call  my  friend, 
who  came  to  ray  father  to  be  apprenticed  with  his 
blue  livery  on  his  back ;  received  the  rewai^d  upon 
the  faithful  completion  of  his  indentures;  pursued 
the  trade  on  his  own  account  in  which  he  had  been 
a  valuable  assistant;  is  now  not  unknown  to  the 
world,  as  having,  before  the  days  of  railroads,  orga- 
nised a  nswspaper-system  which  fought  against  space 
and  timo  to  give  the  earliest  intelligence  to  the 
Liverpool  Exchange;  and  has  becorae  hiraself  a 
newspaper  proprietor,  and  one  of  the  chief  raediums 
for  the  journalistic  commiraication  between  England 
and  her  Colonies  as  well  as  with  North  and  South 
America,  Honoured  be  the  memory  of  Archbishop 
Lnud,  who  by  his  will  thus  made  provision  not 
onlv  for  the  apprenticeship  of  "children  of  honest 
poor  people;"  but  laid  the  foundations  of  their  future 
prosperity.  Many  a  young  woman,  through  his  pro- 
vident care,  has  kept  her  position  in  "  the  faithful 
service  of  the  antique  world,"  and  has  not  rushed 
into  premature  wedlock,  sustained  by  the  hope  of  re- 
ceiving a  maniage-portion  on  the  condition  of  having 
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served  the  same  master  or  mistress  for  three  years. 
Let  us  cherish  the  memory  of  Laud  for  the  sake  of 
his  Berkshire  Charities.  What  matters  it  to  us  that 
we  have  outgrown  his  politics  and  his  polemics  I 
May  we  never,  in  dreams  of  universal  philanthropy, 
believe  that  we  are  growing  in  true  philosophy  when 
we  attempt  to  exclude  individual  sympathies  for  the 
lowly  by  larger  aspirations  for  the  human  race. 
Above  all,  let  us  not  presume  to  obliterate  the  Past, 
by  turning  aside  from  those  who  have  helped,  ea«b 
according  to  his  lights,  to  build  up  a  wider  Present — 
erring  men — short-sighted — enemies  to  progress  in 
the  abstract,  but  nevertheless,  in  their  practical  bene- 
volence, working  for  the  "  one  increasing  purpose  "  of 
human  improvement. 

Social  Science  in  1818  had  a  very  small  attend- 
ance of  disciples  in  her  schools.  For  an  inquiring 
few,  she  had  her  Primers  and  her  Junior  Glass 
Books ;  and  in  her  inner  courts  for  the  initiated, 
Bentham  was  preaching  in  a  langtiage  the  farthest 
removed  from  popular  comprehension,  Romilly, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  had  been  labouring  for 
ten  years  to  amend  the  Criminal  Laws.  His 
valuable  life  was  closed  prematurely  before  he 
had  achieved  any  marked  victory  over  the  system 
under  which  the  death  penalty  was  capriciously 
enforced,  to  inspire  "a  vague  terror"  amongst  the 
whole  criminal  population.  The  prisons  were  nur- 
series of  crima  The  detective  police  were  amongst 
crime's  chief  encouragers.  Forgery  flourished  above 
aU  other  ciimes,  for  tlie  Government  offered  the 
temptation  whilst  they  anspai'ingly  hanged  the 
tempted.  The  Game  Laws  raised  up  pilfering  pea- 
sants into  gangs  of  brigands.  Smuggling  was 
nurtured  into  the  dignity  of  commercial  enterprise, 
by  protective  duties  so  absurdly  high   that  a  wall 
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of  brass  could  not  have  kept  out  the  brandies  and 
lace  and  silk  that  the  Continent  was  ready  to  pour 
in.  The  great  bulk  of  the  population  was  wholly 
ignorant  and  partly  brutal  The  Church  bad  not 
awakened  from  its  long  sleep.  If  the  schoolmaster 
was  abroad,  he  was  rathec  seeking  for  work  than 
doing  it.  Looking  as  a  joumalifit  upon  our  social 
condition,  I  was  sometimes  unhappy  and  desponding. 
My  dissatisfaction  found  a  vent  in  letters  from  an 
imaginary  correspondent : — 

"  The  prevailing  feeling  which  a  newspaper  excites 
in  my  breast,  without  the  indulgence  of  any  sickly 
sensibility,  is  that  of  melancholy.  It  presents  a 
gloomy  portrait  of  our  species.  It  is  a  living  hei-ald 
of  the  bad  passions  of  individuals  and  the  mistakes 
of  society.  It  discovers  little  of  the  better  pai-t  of 
mankind,  for  the  most  elevated  virtue  is  the  moat 
unobtrusive.  The  atmosphere  of  vice  is  a  broad 
and  visible  darkness  overspreading  the  land,  through 
which  the  gaunt  spectres  of  crime  glare  fearfully 
upon  us.  The  newspaper  applies  its  microscopic 
eyes  to  these  miserable  objects ;  like  Tarn  O'Shanter, 
it  looks  upon  their  secret  revels — it  notes  every 
movement  of  the  infuriated  dance ;  it  traces  the 
progress  of  evil  from  its  mazy  beginning  to  its  hor- 
rible close ;  it  anatomizes  the  deformities  of  the 
heart,  and  encases  them  for  public  exhibition. 
Should  these  spectacles  be  withheld  from  the 
general  eye^  Unquestionably  not.  They  administer, 
indeed,  to  that  love  of  sti'ong  excitement  which 
characterizes  the  human,  mind  in  every  state,  but 
which  operates  most  powerfully  ,.upon  a  highly  re- 
fined community — and  so  far  they  are  mischievous. 
But  still  they  have  a  voice   of  edification.      They 
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summon  us  all  to  the  laboiu-  of  opposing  that  flood 
of  iniquity  which  threatens  to  break  down  the  dykes 
and  mounds  of  our  social  institutions ;  they  call  us 
to  eradicate  the  canker  which  interrupts  the  natui-al 
spring  of  moral  health.  The  evil  is  m  the  loot. 
The  institutions  for  the  prevention  and  p  n  1 1  lent 
of  crime  ai-e  founded  upon  a  wrong  vie  v  ot  h  n  an 
nature  ;  they  have  a  diiocfc  tendency  to  co  firm  an  1 
multiply  the  effects  of  depraved  ignora  ce 

"  Your  weekly  '  map  of  busy  life '  reaches  me  n 
the  soKtude  of  the  most  beautiful  i,nd  the  le  t 
visited  part  of  Windsor  Forest.  Tl  s  m  m  g  I 
rose  ere  the  sun  had  lighted  the  autumnal  fohage 
with  a  brighter  yellow  and  a  richer  brown.  My 
walk  was  in  the  silent  woods.  All  around  me  was 
cheerfulness.  The  birds  of  song  were  pouring  forth 
then-  instinctive  gratitude  for  returning  day  —  the 
noisy  rooks  had  a  epuit  of  gladness  in  their  whirling 
flights — the  graceful  deer  glided  before  me  with 
fearless  nimbleness.  My  heai't  expanded  at  the 
enjoyments  of  these  humble  beings.  Surely,  I  ex- 
claimed, every  creature  that  lives  in  coufoi-mity  to 
its  nature  is  happy.  I  returned  to  my  home.  Your 
journal  was  on  my  breakfast-table.  The  calendar 
of  the  'Old  Bailey'  met  my  view.  I  read  of  the 
condemnation  of  thirty-five  persons  to  the  penalty 
of  death,  and  of  nearly  two  hundred  to  lesser  degrees 
of  punishment.  I  considered  that  these  scenes  are 
repeated  every  six  weeks  !*  The  impressions  of  my 
morning  walk  had  a  redoubled  force.  I  felt  assured 
that  man  was  not  destined  to  ciime  and  miseiy. 

*  The  Central  Criminal  Court  was  not  estatli^ed  tiH  183i.  The 
Sessions  of  the  Old  Bailey,  previous  to  that  change,  were  held 
eight  times  a  year  for  tho  trial  of  offonce.?  committed  in  Middlesex, 
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Are,  tlien,  these  penal  modes  of  counteracting  the 
corraptions  of  society  suggested  by  reason  and  bene- 
Yolence  ? " 

I  believe  that  at  this  period  I  got  into  a  morbid 
state  of  mind,  by  thinking  too  much  of 

"  ilie  heavy  and  tlie  weary  weight 
Of  iiil  thia  unintelligible  world. " 

I  had  no  lai-go  and  definite  object  of  ambition.  My 
occupations  were  not  engrossing  enough  to  carry 
me  away  from  dreamy  speculations.  I  pored  over 
the  Platonic  writers,  Proclus  and  Plotinns,  in  Tay- 
lor's translations ;  and  accepted  the  philosophy  of 
which  Coleridge  was  the  modem  expositor,  as  far 
nobler  than  the  doctrine  of  ideas  derived  from  sen- 
sation. I  sometimes  thought  that  the  gi-eat  mysteries 
of  human  life  were  clearing  up  ;  and  then  again  I 
relapsed  into  bewilderment.  May  I  venture  to  dig 
out  from  its  recesses  a  sonnet  which  represents  my 
state  of  mind  at  this  crisis,  when  the  blessing  of  the 
primal  curse  was  not  sufficiently  laid  upon  me  ? — 

"  TTuquiet  thoaghts,  ys  wind  aliout  my  heart 
In  many-tangled  webs.    My  daily  toil, 
The  obstinate  cares  of  life,  the  vain  turmoil 

Of  getting  dross  and  spending,  bear  their  part 
In  this  entanglement ;  and  if  taj  mind 
Shake  off  its  ehaine,  and,  free  as  moimtain-wind, 

BspoEe  on  Nature's  pure  maternal  breast^ 
Interpreting  her  fresh  and  innocent  looks 
Disaoursing  truth  and  love  clearer  than  books. 

Thoughts  ara  etiU  weaving  webs  of  my  unrest. 

0  grant  me,  'Wisdom,  to  behold  thee  near. 
Deep,  clear,  raveal'd  as  one  aU-perfeet  whole  ; 

Or  givn  me  back  iJie  sleep  to  worldlings  deai^— 
Tliy  glimmerings  distvirh  my  heated  soul." 

Turning  from  metaphysics  to  hard  realities,  and 
looliing  upon  the  apparently   interminable    warfare 
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between  Ignorance  and  Power,  I  could  perceive  very 
few  reconciling  principles  of  social  policy,  or  influen- 
tial mediators  between  the  lawless  and  the  governing 
dassea. 

As  early  as  1814  I  had  the  notion  of  becoming  a 
Popular  Educator.  I  have  a  letter  before  me,  written 
on  the  24th  of  January  of  that  year  to  the  more  than 
friend  to  whom  I  laid  open  all  my  feelings  and  plans, 
in  which  I  said — "  I  want  to  consult  you  about  a 
cheap  work  we  think  of  publishing  in  weekly  num- 
bers, for  the  use  of  the  industrious  part  of  the  com- 
iiiuiiit.y,  who  have  neither  money  to  buy,  nor  leisure 
to  read,  bulky  and  expensive  books.  It  will  consist 
of  plain  Essays  on  points  of  duty;  the  Evidences  of 
Christianity ;  Selections  from  the  works  of  the  most 
approved  English  Divines;  Abstracts  of  the  Laws 
and  Constitution  of  Great  Britain ;  History ;  Infor- 
mation on  useftd  Arts  and  Sciences ;  and  Select 
Pieces  of  Entertainment."  The  scheme  was  con- 
stantly in  my  mind ;  and  it  was  often  present  in 
day-dreams  of  a  more  extended  ai-ea  of  employment 
than  I  then  occupied,  especially  after  I  had  acquired 
a  little  familiaiity  with  the  general  ignorance  of  the 
working  classes,  knew  something  pra^itical  of  their 
habits,  saw  in  some  few  a  desire  for  knowledge,  and 
felt  how  ill  their  intellectual  wants  could  be  supplied. 
Now  and  then,  on  our  market-day,  in  strange  juxta- 
position with  the  brown  earthenware  and  the  coaise 
brushes  of  the  itinerant  dealers,  wonld  be  placed 
upon  a  stall  the  old  dog's-eared  volume,  and  the  new 
flmosy  numbers  of  the  book-hawker.  I  have  seen 
with  pity  some  aspiring  artisan  spend  his  sixpence 
upon  an  antiquated  manual  of  history  or  geography, 
to  which  he  would  devote  his  brief  and  hard-eai-ned 
hours  of  leisure,  gaining  thus  the   "two  grains  of 
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wheat  hid  in  two  bushels  of  chaff."  Or  I  hava 
beheld  some  careful  matron  tempted  to  buy  the 
fii^t  number  of  the  "Pilgrim's  Progress"  or  the 
"Book  of  Martyrs" — perhaps  one  less  discreet 
bestowing  her  attention  upon  the  "  History  of  Witch- 
craft" or  the  "Lives  of  the  Highwaymen" — each 
arranging  with  the  Canvasser  for  a  monthly  delivery 
till  the  works  should  be  completed,  when  they  would 
find  themselves  in  possession  of  the  dearest  books 
that  came  from  the  press,  even  in  the  palmy  days  of 
expensive  luxuries.  For  the  young,  such  stalls  would 
offer  the  worst  sort  of  temptations  in  sixpenny  Novels 
with  a  coloured  frontispiece;  whose  very  titles  would 
invite  to  a  familiarity  with  the  details  of  crime — of 
murders  and  adulteries,  of  violence  and  fraud,  of 
licentiousness  revelhng  in  London,  and  innocence  be- 
trayed in  the  country — something  much  more  harmful 
than  the  old-world  stories,  the  dreams  and  divina^ 
tions,  of  the  ancient  chap-books.  Would  the  book- 
hawkor  of  that  time,  with  his  costly,  meagre, 
useless,  and  worse  than  useless,  wares,  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  intellectual  cravings  of  any  young  man 
sincerely  desirous  profitably  to  exercise  his  newly- 
acquired  ability  to  read  ? 

I  shall  have  to  relate,  in  the  next  chapter,  how, 
nearly  six  years  after  the  idea  of  a  Cheap  Miscellany 
had  been  gradually  shaping  itself  in  my  habitual 
thoughts,  but  still  without  any  notion  of  an  imme- 
diate practical  result,  I  suddenly  made  my  first  ex- 
cursion into  the  almost  untrodden  field  of  cheap  and 
wholesome  Literature  for  the  People.  The  necessity 
for  some  educational  efforts  to  counteract  the  influence 
of  dangerous  teachers  had  become  more  and  more 
apparent     The  Government  was  watchful.     It  had 
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tlio  power  of  repreasing  tumult  by  the  military  arm, 
and  of  suspending  the  public  liberty  for  the  discovery 
of  conspirators.  But  it  did  nothing,  and  encouraged 
nothing,  that  indicated  a  paternal  Government.  There 
Were  crafty  men  in  most  towns,  who  stimukted  dis- 
content into  ontrage,  and  for  a  sufficient  motive  would 
betray  theii'  associates.  Such  a  man  was  living  at 
Eton.  Upon  the  trial  of  the  wretched  participators 
in  the  Cato-Street  Conspiracy,  Arthur  Thistlewood 
denounced  this  man,  as  "  the  contriver,  the  instigator, 
the  entrapper."  We  are  told,  from  unquestionable 
authority,  in  the  "  Life  of  Loi-d  Sidmouth,"  that  the 
principal  infoiinant  of  the  Home-Office  "was  a 
modeller  and  itinerant  vendor  of  images,  named 
Edwards,  who  firat  opened  himself  at  Windsor,  as 
early  aa  the  month  of  November,  to  Sir  Herbert 
Taylor,  then  occupying  an  important  official  situation 
in  the  establishment  of  George  III."  This  Edwaj'ds 
was  not  an  itvne^'ant  vendor  of  images.  I  have 
spoken  with  bim  in  his  small  shop  in  the  High 
Street  of  Eton — perhaps  at  the  veiy  time  when  he 
was  plotting  and  betrayii^.  He  had  some  ingenuity 
as  a  modeller ;  and  produced  a  very  tolerable  statu- 
ette of  Dr.  Keate,  in  his  cocked  hat.  His  sale  of 
tliis  little  model  was  considerable  amongst  the  junior 
boys  of  Eton  College — not  exactly  out  of  reverence 
for  their  head-master  but  as  a  mark  to  be  pelted  at. 
Does  any  copy  exist  of  this  historical  Portrait  ?  The 
subject  of  the  little  bust  and  its  modeller  are  both 
historical  They  each  belong  to  a  state  of  society  of 
which  we  have,  happily,  got  rid.  The  schoolmaster, 
albeit  a  ripe  scholar  and  a  gentleman,  belonged  to 
the  past  times,  when  Education,  like  Government,  was 
conducted  upon  that  system  of  teiTor  which  was  tho 
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easiest  system  for  the  administi-ators.  "  The  gi'eatest 
happiness  for  tlie  greatest  number,"  whether  of  boys 
or  men,  had  to  be  discovered.  In  the  scholastic,  or 
political,  exaltation  of  the  aristocratic  system,  there 
was  ample  scope  for  the  few  clever  and  aspiring.  To 
these  the  patrician  and  the  pedagogue  graciously 
afforded  encouragement  and  substantial  patronage. 
But  the  mass  of  the  dull,  the  unambitious,  and  the 
reckless,  were  left  to  their  own  capacity  for  drifting 
into  evil  If  the  misdoers  came  under  the  imperfect 
cognizance  of  the  authorities,  they  were  heavily 
punished  as  a  salutary  terror  to  others.  The  flog- 
ging-block was  the  first  step  to  personal  degra- 
dation in  the  school ;  the  prison,  in  the  State.  If 
these  did  not  answer,  the  school  was  ready  with 
expulsion ;  the  State  with  the  gallows.  One  essen- 
tial difference  there  was  in  the  two  systems.  The 
honour  of  the  Etonian  was  proof  against  spydom  and 
treaohery  as  regarded  his  fellows.  In  the  terror- 
stricken  pohtics  of  that  time  there  was  verge  enough 
for  the  instigator  and  entrapper.  I  have  written 
that  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  whose  honour  was  unim- 
peachable, was  utterly  incapable  of  suggesting  to  the 
spy  that  he  should  incite  the  wi-et-ched  associates  in 
the  conspiraoy  to  the  pursuance  of  their  frantic  de- 
signs. ("Popular  History  of  England,"  vol  viii  p. 
160.)  Yet,  if  I  remember  rightly  the  face  of  George 
Edwards,  Sir  Herbert  Taylor  might  have  seen  that 
he  was  a  rogue  by  nature.  This  diminutive  animal, 
with  downcast  look  and  stealthy  face,  did  not  calculate 
badly  when  he  approached  one  who,  altliough  bred  in 
comi-habits,  had  a  solid  foundation  of  honesty  which 
made  him  unsuspicious.  Sir  Herbei-t  was  a  man  not 
versed  in  the  common  affairs   of  the   outer  world. 
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He  had  been  tlie  depository  of  many  a  political  secret 
wliicli  he  could  confide  to  no  friend.  Shy,  painfully 
cautious,  I  have  heard  him  break  down  in  the  most 
simple  address  to  the  electors  when  he  first  stood  for 
Windsor ;  and  yet  a  man  of  real  ability.  Imagine  a 
crafty  mechanic  procuring  access  to  him  at  the 
Castle  as  the  starving  man  of  taste — a  plaster  cast 
of  his  workmanship  carefully  produced— the  guinea 
about  to  be  proffered — and  then  a  whisper  of  some 
tenible  Secret  which  he  could  disclose  at  the  peril 
of  his  life— all  the  outer  evidences  of  contrition,  and 
the  resolve  to  make  a  clean  breast.  Imagine  this 
repeated  day  by  day — with  the  plot-haunted  Lord 
Sidmouth  eagerly  calling  for  more  evidence,  and 
uj^ng  Sir  Herbert  Taylor  to  palter  with  this  devil, 
and  not  hand  him  over  to  the  Privy  Councd,  who 
might  have  crushed  the  cockatrice  before  the  egg 
■was  hatched.  We  may  imagine  all  this;  and  yet 
acquit  Sir  Herbert  Taylor  of  a  participation  in  the 
guilt  which  too  often  attaches  to  those,  in  all  ages, 
who  have  fostered  treason  in  waiting  for  overt  acts. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  Conspiracy,  an  event 
occurred,  which,  although  not  unexpected,  nor  fraught 
with  consequences  unforeseen,  opened  a  further  cer- 
tain prospect  of  political  disquiet.  The  death  of 
George  the  Third  took  place  on  the  evening  of  Satur- 
day, the  29tb  of  January,  1820.  The  Duke  of  Kent, 
his  fourth  son,  had  died  only  six  days  before.  The 
Regent  became  King;  the  Duke  of  York  was  the 
Presumptive  Heir  to  the  Thi-one ;  the  Duko  of 
Clarence  the  nest  in  succession.  The  infant  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Kent  would  succeed,  if  the  three 
elder  brothers  of  her  father  should  die  without  issue. 
The  position  of  George  the  Fourth  and  Queen  Caro- 
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line  might  again  open  that  miserable  "  Book  "  which 
the  public  welfare  required  to  be  for  ever  shut. 

The  Funeral  of  George  the  Third  appeai-ed  to  me 
like  the  close  of  a  long  series  of  reminiscences. 
Windsor  bad  to  me  been  associated  with  the  loud 
talk  and  the  good-natured  laugh  of  a  portly  gentle- 
man with  a  star  on  his  breast,  whom  I  sometimes 
ran  gainst  in  my  childhood ;  with  a  venerable  per- 
soni^e,  blind,  but  cbeei-ful,  who  sat  erect  on  a  led 
hoi-se,  as  I  had  seen  him  in'  my  youth ;  xith  the  dim 
idea  of  my  manhood,  that  in  rooms  of  the  Castle 
which  no  curiosity  could  penetrate,  there  sat  an  old 
man  with  a  long  beai-d,  bereft  of  eveiy  attribute  of 
rank,  who  occasionally  talked  wildly  or  threw  himself 
about  fi-aiitica!Iy,  and  sometimes  awoke  recollections 
of  happier  days  by  striking  a  few  chords  on  his  piano. 
Then  came  the  final  pageant.  It  was  a  Poem  rather 
than  a  show.  The  Lying-in-State  was  something 
higher  than  undertakers  art.  As  I  passed  through 
St.  Geoi^e's  Hall,  I  thought  of  the  last  display  of 
regal  pomp  in  that  room — ^the  Installation  of  1805 — 
when  at  the  banquet  the  Sovereign  stood  up  and 
pledged  bis  knights,  and  the  knights,  in  full  cups  of 
gold,  invoked  health  and  happiness  on  the  Sovereiga 
The  throne  on  which  George  the  Third  then  sat  was 
now  covered  with  funeral  draperies.  I  went  on  into 
the  King's  Guard-Chamber.  The  room  was  darkened 
— there  was  no  light  but  that  of  the  flickering  wood- 
ilres  which  burnt  on  an  ancient  hearth  on  each  side. 
On  the  gi-ound  lay  the  beds  on  which  the  Yeomen  of 
the  Guard  had  slept  during  the  night.  They  stood 
in  their  grand  old  dresses  of  state,  with  broad  scai-ves 
of  crape  across  their  breasts,  and  crape  on  their 
halberds.     As  the  red  light  of  the  burning  brands 
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gleamed  on  their  rough  faces,  aud  glanced  ever  and 
anon  upon  the  polished  mail  of  the  Black  Prince, 
on  the  hruised  armoiu-  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Plan- 
tagenets,  and  on  the  matchlocks  and  bandoleers  of 
the  early  days  of  modei'o  warfare,  some  of  the  reality 
of  the  Pi'esent  passed  into  visions  of  the  Past.  I 
thought  of  Edward  of  Windsor,  the  great  builder  of 
the  Castle,  deserted  in  his  last  moments.  I  thought 
of  other  "  sad  stories  of  the  deaths  of  kings."  I  camo 
back  to  the  immediate  interest  of  the  scene  before 
me,  by  remembering  that  not  one  of  the  long  line  of 
English  sovereigns  before  George  the  Third  had  died 
at  Windsor.  I  passed  on  into  the  chamber  of  death. 
All  here  was  comparatively  modern.  The  hangings 
of  purple  cloth  which  hid  West's  gaudy  pictures  of 
the  Institution  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter ;  the  wax- 
hghts  on  silver  sconces ;  the  pages  standing  by  the 
side  of  the  coffin ;  the  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber  sitting 
at  its  head ;  much  of  this  was  upholstery  work, 
and  did  not  affect  the  imagination,  except  in  con- 
nexion with  the  solemn  silence, — a  stillness  unbroken, 
even  when  rustic  feet,  unused  to  tread  on  carpets, 
passed  by  the  bier,  awe-struck. 

One  such  Royal  Funeral  as  I  had  previously  seen 
was  not  essentially  different  from  another.  The  out- 
door ceremonial  at  the  interment  of  George  the  Third 
was  not  readily  to  be  forgotten.  It  was  a  walking 
procession.  The  night  was  dark  and  misty.  Vast 
crowds  were  assembled  in  the  Lower  Ward  of  the 
Castle,  hushed  and  expectant.  A  platform  had  been 
erected  from  the  Grand  Entrance  of  the  Castle  to 
the  Western  Entrance  of  St.  Oeoi^e's  ChapeL  It 
■was  lined  on  each  side  by  a  sinigle  file  of  the  Guards. 
A  signal-rocket  is  fired.    Every  soldier  lights  a  torch, 
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and  the  massive  towers  and  the  delicate  pinnacles 
stand  out  in  the  red  glare.  Minute  guns  are  now 
heard  in  the  distance.  Will  those  stai-tling  voices 
never  cease  ?  Expectation  is  at  its  height.  A  flourish 
of  trumpets  is  heaixl,  and  then  the  roU  of  muffled 
drums.  A  solemn  dirge  comes  upon  the  ear,  nearer 
and  nearer.  The  funeral-car  glides  slowly  along  the 
platform  without  any  perceptible  aid  from  human  or 
mechanical  power.  The  dii'ge  ceases  for  a  little  while ; 
and  then  again  the  trumpets  and  the  nnifHed  di-ums 
sound  alternately.  Again  the  dirge— softly  breath- 
ing flutes  and  clarionets  mingling  their  notes  with 
"  the  meUow  horn  " — and  then  a  dead  silence ;  for 
the  final  resting-place  is  reached.  Heralds  and  ban- 
ners and  escutcheons  touch  not  the  heai't.  But 
the  Music!  That  is  something  grander  than  the 
pieturesqua 


Hosted  by  Google 


CHAPTER  VI. 

MAY  tra<!e  my  first  venture,  as  an  Editor 
and  Publisher,  into  the  dimly -descried 
region  of  Popular  Literature,  to  a  paper 

-which  I  wrote  in  the  Windsor  Express  of 

December  11,  1819,  headed  "Cheap  PubUcations." 
In  this  ai-ticle  I  set  forth,  as  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable, and  ill  some  degi-ee  most  fearful  "signs 
of  the  times,"  the  excessive  spread  of  cheap  publi- 
cations almost  exclusively  directed  to  the  united 
object  of  inspiring  hatred  of  the  Government  and 
contempt  of  the  Eeligious  Institutions  of  the  country. 
I  noticed  the  singleness  of  purpose,  m  connexion  with 
the  commercial  rivalry,  with  which  this  object  had 
been  pursued.  WithCobbett's  "Twopenny  Register" 
a  race  was  run  in 'London  by  WooIIer's  "Black 
Dwarf,"  "The  Republican,"  "The  Medusa's  Head," 
"  The  Cap  of  Liberty,"  and  many  more  of  the  same 
stamp;  whilst  every  large  manufacturing  town  had 
its  own  peculiar  vehicle  of  seditious  and  infidel 
opinions.  I  had  mentioned  ia  a  previous  article 
that  a  Manchester  paper  was  advertising  a  catalogue 
of  books,  occupying  one  column,  nearly  the  whole 
of  which,  aiming  at  the  ova-throw  of  Christianity, 
"  are  all  published  m  numbers,"  at  a  price  accessible 
even  to  the  unhappy  mechanics  who  labour  sixteen 
hours  a-day  for  less  than  a  shilling.  I  continued 
my  essay  on  "  Cheap  PubUcations  "  by  advertmg  to 
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the  rapid  advances  that  had  been  made  during  the 
previous  twenty  years  in  the  Education  of  the  Poor, 
upon  systems  of  instruction  under  which  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  young  men  moving  in  the  working 
classes  had  grown  up.  It  was  amongst  these  persons, 
possessing  a  talent  unknown  to  their  fathers — per- 
haps a  little  ai-dent  and  presumptuous,  and  certainly 
craving  after  information  with  a  passionate  desire 
that  might  become  either  a  blessing  or  a  curse — that 
cheap  publications  had  been  most  widely  diffused. 
The  anarchists  of  that  day  were  a  subtle  and  acute 
race.  They  had  watched  the  progi-ess  of  knowledge 
amongst  the  people.  Their  pubHcations  teemed  with 
allusions  to  the  increased  intelligence  of  the  working 
classes.  "There  is  a  new  power  in  society,  and  they 
have  combined  to  give  that  power  a  direction.  The 
work  must  be  taken  out  of  their  hands." 

After  the  lapse  of  more  than  forty  years,  T  feel 
that  a  desire  to  eshibifc  some  characteiistics  of  the 
tentative  process  by  which  useful  knowledge  was 
then  to  be  diffused  will  excuse  me  for  giving  a  longer 
extract  from  this  essay. 

"We  have  already  said,  and  it  is  perhaps  necessary 
to  repeat  it,  that  there  is  a  new  power  entrasted  to 
the  great  mass  of  the  working  people,  and  that  it  ia 
daily  becoming  of  wider  extent  and  greater  impor- 
tance. It  has  been  most  wisely  and  providently 
agreed  to  give  that  power  one  principal  direction  by 
interweaving  it  with  religious  knowledge  and  feel- 
ings, that  they  might  thus  blend  with  the  whole  cur- 
rent of  mature  thought,  and  sanctify  the  possession 
of  the  keys  of  learning  to  useful  and  innocent  ends. 
We  ai'e  yet  disposed  to  think  that  this  is  not  all 
which  the  creation  of  such  a  new  and  extraordinary 


Hosted  by  Google 


152  PASSAGES   OP   A    WOKKINO   LIFE: 

power  demands.  Knowledge  must  have  its  worldly 
as  well  as  its  spiritual  range ;  it  looks  towards 
Heaven,  but  it  treads  upon  the  earth.  The  mass 
of  useful  books  are  not  accessible  to  the  poor; 
newspapei-s,  with  tlieir  admixture  of  good  and  evil, 
seldom  find  their  way  into  the  domestic  circle  of  the 
laboTU-er  or  artizan ;  the  tracts  which  pious  persons 
distribute  are  exclusively  religious,  and  the  tone  of 
these  is  often  either  fanatical  or  puerile.  The  'two- 
penny trash,'  as  it  is  called,  has  .seen  farther,  with 
the  quick  perception  of  avarice  or  ambition,  into  the 
intellectual  wants  of  the  working-classes.  It  was 
just  because  there  was  no  healthful  food  for  their 
newly-created  appetite,  that  sedition  and  infidelity 
have  been  so  widely  disseminated.  The  writers 
employed  in  this  work,  and  their  leader  and  prototype, 
Cobbett,  in  particular,  show  ua  pretty  accurately  the 
sort  of  talent  which  is  required  to  provide  this  health- 
fid  food,  '  Fas  est  ah  hoste  doceri.'  They  state  an 
argument  with  great  clearness  and  precision ;  they 
divest  knowledge  of  all  its  pedantic  incumbrances ; 
■  they  make  powerful  appeals  to  the  deepest  passions  of 
the  human  heart.  Let  a  man  of  genius  set  out  upon 
these  principles,  in  the  task  of  building  up  a  more 
popular  literature  than  we  possess  ;  and  let  him  add, 
what  the  seditious  and  infidel  writers  have  thrown 
away,  the  power  of  directing  the  affections  to  what 
is  reverend  and  beautiful  in  national  manner's 
and  institutions — tender  and  subduing  in  pure 
and  domestic  associations — sacred  and  glowing  in 
what  belongs  to  the  high  and  mysterious  destiny 
of  the  human  mind — satisfying  and  consoling  in  the 
divine  revelations  of  that  destiny, — and  then,  were 
such  a  system  embodied    in   one  grand   benevolent 
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design  siipplementaiy  to  the  Instruction  of  the  Poor, 
National  Education,  we  sincerely  think,  would  go 
on  diffusing  its  blessings  over  every  portion  of  the 
land,  and  calling  up  a  truly  English  spirit  wherever 
it  penetrated.  Neglect  this  provision,  and  we  fear 
that  no  penal  laws  will  prevent  the  ci-aving  after 
knowledge  from  being  improperly  gratified,  and  then 
— but  the  evidence  of  the  danger  is  before  us." 

The  pubheation  of  this  article  led  to  an  intimacy 
between  Mr,  Locker  and  myself,  which  I  count 
amongst  the  most  gratifying  recollections  of  my  life. 
Within  twenty-four  hours  of  its  appearance  he  called 
upon  me ;  and  we  very  soon  agreed  to  be  joint 
editors  of  a  Monthly  Serial  work,  intended,  in  some 
degree,  to  supply  the  want  I  had  pointed  out.  Within 
a  fortnight  our  pfans  were  matured  ;  and  in  the 
"Express"  of  Christmas-day  it  was  announced,  that 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1820,  would  appear  No.  I.  of 
"  The  Plain  Ei^lishman." 

When  I  first  had  the  happiness  of  acquiring  the 
friendship  of  Mr.  Locker  he  was  in  his  forty-second 
year.  His  hfe,  before  he  came  to  reside  at  Windsor, 
had  been  one  of  large  and  varied  experience.  The 
names  of  Edward  Hawkc  were  given  to  him  in 
honour  of  the  illustrious  officer  under  whom  his 
father  had  served  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 
In  his  charming  memoir  of  Admiral  Locker,  in 
"  The  Plain  Enghshman,"  he  dwells  with  just  pride 
upon  the  attachment  of  our  groat  naval  hero  to  his 
father.  "  Horatio  Nelson,  to  the  last  hour  of  his 
life,  regarded  him  with  the  affection  of  a  son  and 
with  the  respect  of  a  pupil,"  After  the  battle  of  the 
Nile  he  did  not  forget  his  old  commander  amidst  the 
flatteries  and  seductions  which  followed  his  victorv. 
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"I  have  been  your  scholar,"  he  T,VTote;  "  it  is  you 
who  taught  me  to  boai-d  a  French  man-of-war,  by 
your  conduct  in  the  Es^periTneni.  It  is  you  who 
always  said,  '  Lay  a  Frenchman  close,  and  -you  will 
beat  him.'"  The  private  Hfs  of  such  a  man,  as 
glanced  at  by  his  son,  is  very  interesting. 

My  friend  had  the  advantage  of  an  Eton  educa- 
tion ;  but  he  was  destined  for  an  active  rather  than  a 
learned  life.  He  was  in  a  government-office  till  he 
was  twenty-three,  and  then  became  Private  Seci-e- 
tary  to  Sir  Edwai'd  Pellew.  When  his  admiral 
was  commander-in-chief  in  the  Mediterranean,  Mr. 
Locker  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  Secretary 
to  the  Fleet.  He  had  a  printing-press  on  board  the 
flag-ship  which  materially  assisted  his  labours.  In 
his  official  capacity  he  visited  Napoleou  at  Elba,  a 
few  days  after  the  fallen  Emperor  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  his  narrow  territory.  His  narrative  of  their 
conversations  is  exceedingly  interesting.  ("Plain 
Englishman,"  voL  iii.  p.  475.)  After  the  poace,  Mr, 
Locker  mai-ried,  and  came  to  reside  at  Windsor. 
Fi-om  the  period  when  our  intimate  acquaintance 
commenced,  I  enjoyed  his  friendship  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  He  was  to  me  an  example  of  a  true  gen- 
tleman— intelligent,  well-read,  energetic,  charitable, 
religious,  tolerant — such  as  I  had  scarcely  met  in  the 
limited  society  in  which  I  lived  when  I  first  knew  him. 
He  soon  removed  from  Windsor,  to  become  the  Se- 
cretary of  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  afterwards  the 
Resident  Civil  Commissioner.  His  hospitable  home 
was  always  open  to  me ;  his  active  friendship  was 
never  withheld ;  his  judicious  advice  was  my  stay  in 
many  a  doubt  and  difficulty. 

For  throe  years  Jtfr.  Locker  and  I  worked  together, 
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with  a  cordiality  never  dbturbed,  in  conducting  "The 
Plain  Englishman."  Our  views  were  set  forth  in  an 
Introduction,  which  I  wrote.  Much  of  this  composition 
had  necessarily  regard  to  the  peculiar  danger  of  that 
period — the  irrehgion  and  disloyalty  that  were  asso- 
ciated, or  seemed  to  he  associated,  with  the  spread  of 
education.  Wewere  prepared  to  meet  this  danger  in  au 
honest  spirit;  "We  think  highly  of  the  understandings 
of  the  people  of  our  country.  We  shall  address  them, 
therefore,  not  as  children,  but  as  men  and  women. 
If  we  combat  Infidelity,  we  shall  look  for  our  argu- 
ments in  those  volumes  which  have  made  the  deepest 
impi-ession  on  the  wise  and  learned.  If  we  would 
disprove  the  falsehoods  which  designii^  persons  have 
propagated  gainst  our  Government,  we  shall  repub- 
lish those  reasons  for  a  reverence  of  its  forms  and 
institutions  which  have  convinced  the  ablest  minds, 
and  shown  them  its  practical  excellence.  If  we  would 
awaken  all  the  noble  feelings  which  belong  to  the 
real  patriot,  we  shall  go  back  into  the  chronicles  of 
old  for  a  histoiy  of  those  deeds  which  rouse  the  spirit 
'  as  with  a  tnimpet.'  We  shall  not  conceal  anything 
or  distort  anything.  We  shall  enable  all  who  seek 
for  knowledge  to  judge  for  themselves." 

This  plain  avowal  did  not  receive  the  approbation 
of  the  constituted  authorities  for  making  the  people 
wiser  and  better.  The  Christian  Knowledge  Society 
was,  at  that  period,  the  representative  of  what  was 
supine,  timid,  and  time-serving  in  the  Church.  That 
venerable  eorpoi-ation  had  not  yet  roused  itself  into 
a<!tivity,  to  meet  the  new  wants  created  by  the  grow- 
ing abihty  to  read.  It  had  a  depository  of  books,  in 
which  were  to  be  found  antiquated  works  on  the  Evi- 
dences, such  as  that  of  the  learned  and  amiable  Bishop 
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■Wilson,  entitled  "Instructions  for  the  Indians," — 
so  low  was  the  intellectual  power  of  his  countrymen 
rated  by  the  good  prelate.  Many  new  compilations 
had  they  in  their  store,  through  which  they  hoped  to 
meet  the  evils  of  the  time,  by  talking  to  working 
people  as  if  they  were  as  innocent  of  all  knowledge, 
both  of  good  and  evil,  as  in  the  days  when  their 
painstaking  mothei-a  committed  them  to  the  edifying 
instruction  of  the  village  schoolmistress,  to  be  taught 
to  sit  still  and  hold  their  tongues,  forty  in  a  close 
room,  for  three  hours  together,  at  the  moderate  price 
of  twopence  each  per  week.  They  meddled  not 
with  dangerous  Science  or  more  dangerous  History. 
Poetry  and  all  works  of  Imagination  they  eschewed. 
Over  their  collection  of  dry  bones  the  orthodox  pub- 
lishers, Messrs.  Eivington,  presided.  My  brother- 
editor  believed  that  this  time-honoured  Society  would 
willingly  lend  a  helping  hand  to  our  well-meant 
endeavour.  Their  booksellers  agreed  to  he  our  Lon- 
don publishers.  But  High-Church  frowned ;  and  we 
were  driven  to  the  Low-Church  rivals  of  the  shop 
that  had  long  had  "the  Bible  and  Crown,"  over 
its  door.  We  had  fallen  into  the  common  error  of 
the  infancy  of  Popular  Knowledge,  in  believing  that 
any  scheme  for  its  diffusion  could  be  successful 
which  was  not  immediately  addressed  to  the  people 
themselves,  without  in  any  degi-ee  depending  upon 
the  patronage  of  gratuitous,  and  therefore  suspicious, 
distribution,  by  the  superiors  of  those  for  whose 
perusal  works  of  a  popular  chai-acter  are  devised.  It 
was  well  for  us  that  we  got  out  of  the  shackles  of  this 
Society,  which  was  then  wholly  ignorant  of  the  in- 
tellectual wants  and  capabilities  of  the  working  popu- 
lation ;  and  would  have  insisted  upon   maintaining 
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the  habit  of  talking  to  tliinking  beings,  and  for  the 
most  part  to  very  acute  thinking  beings,  in  the 
langui^e  of  tlie  nursery  —  the  besetting  weakness 
of  the  learned  and  aiistocratic,  from  the  very  first 
moment  that  they  began  to  prattio  about  bestowing 
the  blessings  of  education.  If  we  were  tolerated  in 
the  adoption  of  a  higher  tone,  we  miist  still  have 
assumed  the  attitude  of  writers  who  had  come  down 
from  their  natural  elevation  to  impart  a  small  portion 
of  their  wisdom  to  peraons  of  veiy  inferior  under- 
standing. "  The  Schoolmaster  was  abroaxi," — and  so 
was  Cobbett.  As  Scarlett  always  won  a  verdict  by 
getting  close  to  the  confiding  twelve  as  if  he  were  a 
thirteenth  juryman,  ho  Cobbett  forced  hia  "Eegister" 
into  every  workshop  and  every  cottage,  not  only  by 
using  the  plainest  English,  but  by  identifying  him- 
self with  the  every-day  thoughts — the  passions,  the 
prejudices — of  those  whom  he  addressed.  It  was  very 
long  before  any  of  us  who  aspired  to  be  popular 
instructors  learnt  the  secret  of  his  influence,  and 
could  exhibit  the  "vigour  of  the  bow"  without  "the 
venom  of  the  shaft.' 

The  title-page  of  "The  Plain  Englishman"  some 
what  too  prominently  described  tlie  work  as  "compre- 
hending Original  Compositions,  and  Selections  from 
the  best  Writers,  under  the  heads  of  The  Christian 
Monitor ;  The  British  Patriot ;  The  Fireside  Com- 
panion." I  look  back  upon  this  division  of  subjects 
as  a  mistake.  In  1832,  at  the  commencement  of  my 
editorship  of  "  The  Penny  Magazine,"  Dr.  Arnold 
wrote  to  Mr,  W.  Tooke,  the  Treasui-er  of  the  Useful 
Knowledge  Society,  to  speak  in  terms,  of  somewhat 
extravagant  commendation  of  a  short  article  on 
Mirabeau  which  I  had  written ;  and  to  express  his 
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Opinion  that  the  infusion  of  religious  feeling  into  the 
treatment  of  secular  subjects  was  fai-  more  valuable 
for  popular  instruction  than  any  direct  exhortations.* 
In  "  The  Plain  Enghshman"  it  was  perhaps  essential 
to  our  objects  to  have  separate  papers  on  rehgious 
matters  ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  lost 
much  of  their  usefulness  by  stauding  separate  from 
those  of  "  The  British  Patriot"  and  "  The  ilreside 
Companion."  In  the  same  way  the  historical  and 
constitutional  articles  of  the  second  section  would 
have  had  a  much  better  chance  of  being  read  if  they 
had  been  mixed  up  with  the  third  miscellaneous 
division.  At  any  rate,  as  we  soon  became  aware,  our 
Serial  stood  very  little  chance  of  an  extensive  natural 
ale  amongst  the  young  and  newly  half-educated.  A 
'  '  ■  Penny  or  Twopenny  Sheet,  such  as  I  had 
i  in  1812,  might  have  had  a  better  chance  of 
success,  but  still  a  very  small  chance.  I  could  not 
have  rendered  it  attractive  by  pictures,  in  the  then 
condition  of  wood-engraving,  without  a  greater  cost 
than  the  probable  circulation  of  such  a  work  would 
have  justified.  The  good  engravers  were  few,  and  the 
Art  had  been  almost  lost  since  the  death  of  Bewick, 
For  ordinary  purposes  of  book-illustration  it  was 
scarcely  used.  "The  MiiTor,"  established  about  that 
time,  was  slightly  but  very  indifferently  illustrated. 
Its  laudable  endeavours  to  furnish  information  and 
amusement,  without  stirring  up  the  passions  of  the 
people,  were  not  crowned  with  any  signal  success. 
The  great  artist  of  half  a  century,  whose  etchings 
and  whose  designs  for  wood  present  that  rai-e  union 
of  truth  and  fancy  which  has  made  Hogaith   im- 
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mortal,  was  at  that  time  enlisted  in  tlie  woclc  of 
political  caricature,  in  which  be  was  the  creative 
spirit  whilst  another  gave  the  rough  idea.  "When 
William  Hone  and  George  Cruikshank  met  in  1820, 
to  devise  "The  Political  House  that  Jack  built," 
there  was  a  veracious  man  present  who  has  described 
to  me  one  of  the  amusing  scenes  of  which  he  was  a 
witness.  The  obscure  publisher  of  "Parodies"  in 
1817,— who,  with  his  bag  of  books  spread  on  the 
table  of  the  Kill's  Bench,  had  done  battle  against 
the  ablest  and  boldest  judge  of  the  time,  and  had 
driven  him  from  the  field,— was  now  a  public  cha- 
racter. Whatever  little  stinging  pamphlets  he  issued 
were  sure  to  find  their  way  over  the  land.  But 
assurance  of  success  was  made  doubly  sure  when  he 
bad  enlisted  Cruikshank  in  the  cause  which  to  them 
appeared  resistance  to  oppression  and  vindication  of 
innocence.  Three  friends — fellow  conspirators,  if  you 
like — are  snugly  ensconced  in  a  private  room  of  a 
well-accustomed  tavern.  Hone  produces  his  scheme 
for  "  The  House  that  Jack  built"  He  reads  some  of 
bis  doggerel  lines.  The  author  wants  a  design  for  an 
idea  that  is  clear  enough  in  words,  but  is  beyond  the 
i-ange  of  pictorial  representation.  The  artist  pooh- 
poohs.  The  bland  publisher  is  pertinacious,  but  not 
dictatorial.  My  Mend,  Ahted  Fry,  the  most  earnest, 
straightforward,  and  argumentative  of  men,  is  no 
greater  judge  of  the  limits  of  Art  than  the  man  who 
had  the  best  of  the  discussion  with  Lord  EUen- 
borough  but  cannot  vanquish  or  convince  George 
Cruikshank,  "Wait  a  moment,"  says  the  artist.  Tlie 
wine — perhaps  the  grog— is  on  the  table.  He  dips 
his  filler  in  his  glass.  He  rapidly  traces  wet  lines 
on  the  mahogany,     A  single   figure  starts  into  life. 
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Two  or  three  smaller  figures  come  out  around  the 
first  head  and  trunk — a  likeuessin  its  grotesqueness. 
The  publisher  ciiea  "Hoorah."  The  looker-on  is 
silent  after  this  rapid  manifestation  of  a  great  power. 
A  pen-and-ink  aketch  is  completed  on  the  spot.  The 
bottle  circulates  briskly  or  the  rummers  are  replen- 
ished. Politics  are  the  theme,  whether  of  agreement 
or  disputation.  Alfred  Fry  quotes  Greek,  which 
neither  of  his  auditors  understand,  but  that  is  no 
matter.  There  is  one  upon  whom  his  learning  wHI 
not  be  thrown  away.  He  gets  admission  to  the 
House  of  Loi'ds  during  the  Queen's  trial,  and  passes 
on  to  Mr.  Denman  a  slip  of  paper  which  contains  a 
sentence  from  Athenteus.  The  apt  quotation  appears 
in  the  official  Minutes  of  the  Pi'oceedings.  This 
recollection  of  Cruikshank  ajid  his  friends  may  seem 
out  of  place ;  but  it  is  not  wholly  without  relation  to 
the  slow  progress  of  my  "  Plain  Englishman."  The 
violent  poKtica  of  that  unhappy  time  were  all- 
absorbing.  The  newspapers  fui-nished  the  most 
stimulating  reading.  Even  Cobbett,  with  his  denun- 
ciations of  boroughmongers  and  bank-directors,  was 
little  heeded.  The  pampblet-buyers  rushed  to  Hone. 
"The  House  that  Jack  built"  ran  through  forty- 
seven  editions  ;  "  The  Queen's  Matrimonial  Ladder," 
forty-four;  "Non  mi  ricordo,"  thirty  one,  London, 
and  indeed  all  the  kingdom,  had  gone  mad.  It 
would  be  very  long  before  the  people  would  listen  to 
the  sm^l  voice  of  popular  knowledge,  which  pos- 
sessed no  ephemeral  influence,  and  which  was  utterly 
drowned  in  the  bowlings  of  that  storm. 

In  such  a  heaving  up  of  the  crust  of  society  by  the 
volcanic  fires  below,  it  was  not  very  likely  that  the 
benevolent  optimism  of  our  Monthly  Serial  would 
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prod\ice  much  iiifiuence  upon  the  peasant  and  the 
mechanic,  each  designated  by  us  as  "The  Plain 
Enghshman  of  the  Working  Classes."  Looking  at 
the  "  burning  fiery  furnaoe  "  that  we  have  all  walked 
through  since  that  period,  it  seems  to  me  something 
like  hypocrisy  when  I  wrote,  in  1820,  of  the  Plain 
Engliiimau  who  felt,  if  he  could  not  desciibe,  the 
foundations  of  his  respectability.  But  it  was  not 
hypocrisy.  I  believed  what  I  wrote  when  i  talked 
of  "the  happiness  peculiar  to  the  course  of  peaceful 
labour ;"  of  "the  security  which  rendered  him  master 
of  his  own  possessions,  however  small ;"  of  "  the  kind 
look  or  the  benevolent  visit  from  his  wealthier  neigh- 
bour, which  cheei'ed  him  in  his  humble  station."  It 
certainly  was  not  true, — as  regarded  the  majority  of 
those  who  earned  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow^— that  the  Plain  Englishman  "  viewed  the  dif- 
ference of  ranks  without  envy,  convinced  that,  as 
subjects  of  the  same  laws,  sharers  in  the  same  infir- 
mities, and  heirs  of  the  same  salvation,  the  rich  and 
the  poor  of  England  were  all  equal"  *  I  followed  in 
the  wake  of  men  most  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the 
lower  classes,  but  who  were  at  that  time  convinced 
that  the  first  and  greatest  object  of  all  popular  ex- 
hortation was  to  preach  from  the  text  of  St.  James, 
"  Study  to  be  quiet."  There  never  was  a  more  sound 
political  economist  than  Dr.  John  Bird  Sumner— 
never  one  who  took  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the 
necessity  of  looking  at  economical  questions  over  a 
wider  area  than  that  which  was  bounded  by  the 
material  "  wealth  of  nations,"  He  was  amongst  our 
first  contributors.     His  "  Conversations  with  an  Un- 

•  "  Plain  Eiiglislimaii,"  vol.  i.     lntrodai;liou. 
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believer,"  or  "Dialogues  between  Eusebius  and  Alci- 
pbron  "  may  be  regarded  as  elegant  cooling  mixtures 
such  as  a  timid  physician  might  prescribe  to  a  patient 
in  a  burning  fever.  He  made  no  attempt  to  grapple 
stoutly  with  the  arguments  of  the  "  Unbeliever,"  as 
he  would  probably  have  done  with  the  opinions  of 
the  "  Communist."  He  meets  the  Unbeliever  in  the 
mild  persuasive  spirit  which  was  the  index  of  his  owu 
character — no  assumption  of  superiority,  do  ana- 
themas. This  tone  was  perhaps  scaixiely  suited  to 
the  time ;  but,  after  all,  the  lessons  of  the  Christian 
teacher  must  win  before  they  can  convince.  The 
heart  must  be  touched  before  the  reason  can  he 
subjected.  Even  the  style  that  borders  upon  the 
poetical  may  allure,  and  then  hold  captive,  those, 
especially  the  young,  whom  a  severer  logic  might 
repel  Taylor  has  probably  made  more  converts 
than  Barrow.  Nothing  can  be  prettier  than  the 
following  opening  of  a  "  Convei-sation,"  as  he  was 
returning  from  his  parish  church  on  Christmas-day, 
and  fell  in  with  an  acquaintance  whom  he  knew  to 
entertain  what  he  called  free  thoughts  on  the  subject 
of  Revelation  :  "  I  always  pity  you,  Alciphron,  and 
particularly  at  the  present  season.  The  air  of  cheer- 
fulness which  so  generally  prevails,  and  makes  even 
winter  smile,  must  fill  you  with  melancholy  when  it 
reminds  you  of  the  en'ors  of  your  fellow-creatures. 
The  village  steeple,  which  fi-om  time  immemorial  has 
been  accustomed  to  proclaim  the  mess^^e  of  glad 
tidings,  must  appear  to  you  to  usher  in  the  reign  of 
superstition;  since  bells  repeat  what  the  hearers 
think.  No  sight  is  more  welcome  to  my  eyo  than 
that  of  those  knots  of  countiy  people,  as  they  wind 
among  the  hills  which  intercept  the  spire  from  our 
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view,  returning  in  family  groups  from  the  church 
where  their  fathers  and  forefathers  have  been  long 
used  to  celebrate  the  assurance  of  God's  good-wih 
towards  men.  It  brings  a  thousand  delightful  asso- 
ciations to  my  mind.  You,  the  meanwhile,  must  be 
inwardly  lamenting  such  idle  commemoration  of  the 
oiTgin  of  their  boc.dage  and  their  error.  To-day,  too, 
the  sun  re-appearing  after  a  season  of  unusual  gloomi- 
ness and  severity  assorts  with  the  impressions  on  my 
mind.  The  clouds  and  darkness  which  had  long 
shrouded  the  throne  of  God  seem  suddenly  dispersed ; 
the  sceno  is  lighted  up  and  brightens ;  but  yet  it  is 
the  sunshine  of  winter  still.  For  you,  and  such  as 
you,  who  close  your  eyes  against  the  light— and 
many  others  who  hate  the  light  because  their  deeds 
are  evil, — spread  a  gloom  over  the  distance,  and,  like 
the  patches  of  snow  which  he  unmelted  on  the  hills, 
remind  us  that  it  is  a  wintry  world  after  all."  Alci- 
phron  argues  that  Revelation  is  an  ijnposture,  and 
that  "an  ai-my  of  well-paid  priests  is  leagued  together 
to  keep  up  tbe  deceit."  Eusebius  answers  him  thus: 
"  So  you  have  really  been  persuaded  by  Paine  and 
his  disciples  to  im^ne  that  a  Christian  minister,  for 
the  sake  of  lucre,  imposes  on  the  credulity  of  his 
hearers  a  system  of  Religion  -which  he  knows  to  be 
without  foundation  1  I  little  expected  an  insinuation 
like  this  from  any  adversary  less  ignorant  than 
Carhle,  or  less  vulgar  than  Paine.  But,  to  meet  you 
here  also,  you  forget  that  the  benefices  which  engage 
your  well-paid  arm/y  to  practise  this  baseness,  do 
not  average  a  hundred  pounds  per  annum ;  you 
forget  how  many  follow  their  profession  to  their  gi'ave, 
without  ever  obtaining  one  of  the  lowest  of  its  prizes. 
Would  not  the  same  education  and  the  same  talents.. 
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exerted  in  any  otber  profession,  ensure  a  much 
higher  reward !  Depend  upon  it,  if  the  clei^y  had  no 
oth-er  than  a  temporal  indncement  to  maintain  the 
Christian  faith,  it  would  not  continue  twenty  years," 
Before  our  excellent  contributor  had  finished  hia 
career  of  piety  and  active  goodness  as  archbishop, 
he  would  have  had  a  perfect  experience  that  the 
Alciphrona  never  point  their  attacks  upon  the  well- 
paid  army  by  the  example  of  the  under-paid  curate 
of  a  hundred  a  year.  In  that  great  lottery  the  prizes 
are  sufficient  to  keep  even  the  worldly  aspirants  sted- 
fast,  as  Sydney  Smith  wisely  and  wittily  aigued. 
And  yet  such  a  man  as  the  late  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury might  win  the  highest  prize,  and  still  be  as 
apirituaUy-minded  as  he  was  when  thug  writing  in 
his  pretty  pai-iah  of  Mapledurham.  The  mildness 
with  which  the  commonplace  objection  is  met 
might  have  the  effect  of  leading  some,  step  by  step, 
to  go  deeper  into  the  great  question,  glad  to  have 
their  surface  doubts  cleared  away  with  a  tender 
hand. 

The  "Lectures  on  the  Bible  and  Liturgy"  contri- 
buted to  "  The  Plain  Englishman "  by  Mr.  Locker, 
were  the  substance  of  a  course  of  familiar  Addresses 
delivered  by  him  to  his  shipmates  on  boai-d  the  Ga- 
ledonia,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Mediteiranean 
Fleet.  They  have  been  published  in  a  separate 
volume,  and  well  deserve  to  hold  a  place  in  an  ele- 
mentary hbrary  of  Christian  instruction  ;  for  they  are 
realities.  They  were  addressed  to  sailors  who  re- 
quired no  subtle  arguments  of  doctrine  to  induce 
them  to  be  religious.  They  were  plaia^  earnest, 
affectionate.  They  must  have  touched  the  heart  of 
"  Poor  Jack,"  like  T>ibdin'a  transfusion  into  nautical 
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language  of  Hamlet's  "  there's  a  special  Providence 
in  the  fall  of  a  spaiTow."  They  have  passed  into 
oblivion.  Our  theology,  like  our  novels,  has  heconie 
BensationaL 

Amongst  our  intimate  and  constant  contributors 
was  a  scholar  whose  memory  I  regard  with  sincere 
respect — the  Rev.  J.  M.  Turner,  who  succeeded 
Daniel  Wilson  as  bishop  of  Calcutta.  His  papers 
on  the  "Naval  Victories"  are  capital  summaries 
of  those  great  triumphs  which  kept  England  safe 
in  the  midst  of  dangers  that  looked  overwhelming. 
When  I  knew  him  he  was  pi-ivate  tutor  at  Eton 
to  the  sons  of  Lord  Londonderry.  In  religion, 
tolerant ;  in  politics,  almost  HberaL  I  often  met  him 
at  Mr.  Locker's  table  at  Greenwich  ;  and  never  left 
him  without  feeling  that  he  was  a  friend  to  make 
one  wiser  and  better.  We  passed  into  different 
sphei-es  of  exertion.  His  last  letter  to  me  was  one  of 
encouragement  to  go  on  with  a  bolder  attempt  at 
Popular  Instruction  than  our  "Plain  Englishman." 
To  our  "  British  Patriot "  we  had  a  valuable  contri- 
butor in  a  personal  friend — John  Steer,  who  was 
diligently  studying  as  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Ghitty.  His 
mastery  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  and  the 
practice  of  the  coui-ts  was  evidenced  in -his  excellent 
papers  on  "Popular  Law."  His  valuable  life  was 
cut  short  before  he  reached  that  eminence  at  the 
Bar  which  seemed  fau-ly  within  his  power  to  attain. 

For  myself,  I  worked  with  hearty  good  will  at  our 
MisceUauy.  It  took  me  out  of  the  region  of  political 
conti-oversy,  for  which  I  had  no  great  love  at  any 
time,  and  especially  in  times  when  it  was  veiy  diffi- 
cult to  be  impartial  and  sincere.  A  journalist  in  my 
position  was  between  the  Scylla  of  bad  government. 
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and  the  Charybdis  of  no  government.  In  "The 
Plain  Englishman"  it  was  impossible  to  allude  to 
the  necessity  of  any  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  for  the 
Eadical  Reformers  were  sending  their  foxes  all  over 
the  country,  with  lighted  brands  at  their  tails,  to 
bui-n  the  standing  corn  and  the  vineyai-ds  and  olives. 
"We  were  friends  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  and  yet 
we  dared  not  advocate  so  vital  a  change  without  a 
dread  that  the  Ohui-ch  of  England  would  lose  its 
anchorage.  The  scandalous  abuses  of  the  Irish 
Church  could  not  be  spoken  of;  although  I  have 
heard  one  of  the  ablest  of  our  reverend  associates 
devoutly  wish  that  the  rope  could  be  cut  by  which 
the  gallant  ship  towed  the  overladen  and  rotten  hulk 
through  a  perilous  sea.  I  had  to  write  a  "  Monthly 
Retrospect  of  Public  Affairs,"  in  which  the  first  neces- 
sity was  caution.  For  a  year  or  more  all  "  Public 
Affairs  "  were  seething  in  a  witch's  cauldron,  with  the 
scum  uppermost.  I  had  to  write,  here  and  else- 
where, about  the  Queen's  trial.  I  said  truly,  "  We 
have  restrained  ourselves  from  the  expression,  almost 
from  the  admission,  of  any  decided  conviction  in  this 
matter."  But  not  the  less  did  I  feel  that  Caroline  of 
Brunswick  was  an  injured  wife,  although  I  could  not 
doubt  that  she  was  a  depraved  woman.  Why,  I 
asked  of  my  brother- editor,  was  Lord  Esmouth, 
unused  to  take  pai-t  in  politics,  so  marked  in  his 
manifestation  of  a  hostile  feehng  towards  the  Queen? 
"  We  saw  and  heard  too  much  in  the  Caledonia  of 
what  was  passing  on  the  Italian  shores.  The  lady 
came  one  day  on  board,  and  was  received  with  all 
the  honours  due  to  her  rank.  She  dined  at  the 
Admiral's  table,  and  left  an  impression  that  will 
never  be  forgotten.     Her  talk  was  of  such  a  nature 
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that  Lord  Exmouth  ordered  the  midshipman  to  leave 
the  cabin." 

If  much  of  the  wide  domain  of  domestic  politics 
was  tabooed  to  ua,  there  was  a  region  where  we  could 
"  expatiate  free,"  in  advocating  certain  social  improve- 
ments of  whose  efficacy  no  one  now  doubts.  The 
doubters  and  the  adversaries  of  reforms  which  the 
people  might  effect  themselves  -were  then  a  maprity. 
An  excellent  friend  of  my  youth  who  had  estab- 
lished an  extensive  practice  as  a  suigcon  m  London 
— John  Cole— wrote  several  papeis  of  this  ntture. 
An  admirable  article  on  "  Cieanlmes?  and  V(  utila^ 
tion"  suggests  how  little  had  been  acrompliahed 
twenty  yeai-s  before  the  days  of  Arnott,  and  Kay, 
and  Southwood  Smith,  and  Chadwick.  My  friend 
told  a  gi-eat  moral  truth  when  he  said,  "  If  men  are 
once  so  far  overtaken  by  sloth  or  poverty  as  to  submit 
imresistingly  to  the  utter  destitution  of  comfort  that 
attends  excessive  dirtiness,  all  sense  of  ahame  will 
soon  be  lost,  and  with  it  all  disposition  to  exertion." 
But  London  then,  and  moat  other  great  towns,  had  a 
very  insufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  preservation 
of  cleanliness.  He  spoke  of  the  most  expensive  of 
luxuries  when  he  talked  of  the  advantages  of  a  tepid 
bath  once  a  week.  The  young  men  and  women  of 
the  present  day  may  incline  to  believe  that  a  medical 
practitioner  was  giving  very  unnecessary  advice, 
suited  only  to  the  darkest  ages,  when  he  ivrote, 
"  Those  who  can  be  brought  to  venture  on  so  un- 
liem-d  of  a  thing  as  to  wash  the  whole  of  then-  bodies, 
will  generally  be  induced  to  repeat  the  experiment 
£com  the  comfort  it  affords."  The  household  sages  of 
the  last  years  of  George  III.  had  heard  that  there  was 
"  Death  in  the  Pot ;"  and  they  were  perfectly  satis- 
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fied  that  there  was  Death  in  the  Bath,  as  a  domestic 
iuatitutioQ.  It  is  related  by  Misa  Mai-tineau  that  an 
ancient  dame,  who  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  having  been 
recommended  to  put  her  feet  in  ■warm  water,  ex- 
claimed, "  I've  not  wet  my  feet  for  thretty  years !  I 
once  had  a  daughter  who  was  persuaded  to  wash  her 
feet,  and  who  died  aftei-wards.  Nobody  can  prove  that 
she  would  have  died  if  she  had  not  washed  her  feet." 
When  Mr,  Cole  was  treating  of  Ventilation  and  Clean- 
liness, he  was  setting  forth  some  of  the  then  neglected 
"  modem  inst-ances"  of  scientific  discovery  which  have 
come  to  be  popular  "  wise  saws."  Yet  it  is  stiU  neces- 
sary to  preach  from  thia  text :  "  'In  the  construction  of 
houses  for  the  poor,  the  great  object  of  ventilation  has 
too  generally  been  overlooked."  I  had  myself  seen 
some  of  the  miseries  of  badly-situated  dwellings. 
There  was  a  memorable  flood  at  Eton,  and  the  lower 
pai-ts  of  Windsor,  in  the  December  of  1821 ;  Eton  was 
traversed  in  boats.  Pi-ovisions  were  taken  inat  the  win- 
dows by  the  unfortunate  persons  in  the  upper  rooms  of 
many  a  house.  Looking  from  the  North  Terrace,  "  the 
expanse  below  of  mead  and  grove"  was  one  vast  lake. 
In  "  Hints  to  the  Cottager  on  the  Choice  of  a  Dwelling," 
I  wrote,  "  There  are  many  dangerous  fevers  which  are 
produced  by  the  vicinity  of  stagnant  waters ;  and  houses 
which,  from  their  site,  are  constantly  damp,  expose  those 
who  inhabit  them  to  rheumatism,  croup,  ague,  and 
other  painful  disorders.  The  same  effects  are  produced 
by  dwelling-houses  which  are  subject  to  occasional 
inundations  of  rivers.  We  have  lately  seen  the  misery 
which  is  produced  by  such  a  circumstance  ;  and  are 
quite  sure  that  none  would-be  subject  to  the  visits  of 
a  flood  if  they  could  possibly  avoid  it.  To  be  driven 
in  cold   weather  from  the  accustomed  fireside ;   to 
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shiver  in  bod-rooms  which  have  probably  no  grate  ; 
to  have  two  or  three  feet  of  water  running  through 
the  lower  part  of  the  house,  destroying  many  things 
and  injuring  more  ;  and  at  last,  when  the  inundation 
ceases,  to  find  the  whole  dwelling  damp  and  mise- 
rable for  several  weeks  ; — ^this  is  a  visitation  which 
no  one  would  willingly  seek." 

I  have  now  been  sepai'ated  for  nearly  forty  years 
from  the  home  of  my  youth  and  my  early  manhood. 
When  I  trace  in  various  faithful  records  the  evidence 
of  my  intense  local  atachment  to  Windsor,  I  wonder 
how  I  ever  endured  this  separation.  In  "  The  Plahi 
Englishman  "  I  ^vrote  a  series  of  simple  Tales.  It  is 
long  since  I  looked  at  them ;  but  now  I  am  struck 
with  the  local  colour  which  nearly  all  of  them  exhibit. 
There  are  personal,  recollections  of  a  deeper  character 
associated  with  "The  Plain  Englishman."  During  the 
summer  and  autumn  of  its  first  year  I  occupied  a 
cottage  on  the  bank  of  the  Thames,  In  the  winter 
I  was  settled  in  a  house  to  me  most  interesting  in  its 
connexion  with  the  dim  antiquity  of  the  Castle.  Its 
entrance  was  in  the  em.a!Ier  cloisters  to  the  north  of 
St.  Geoi^e's  Chapel,  but  its  principal  rooms  were  over 
the  great  Cloister  on  the  east  of  the  Chapel.  I 
wrote  here  in  the  most  charming  of  studies.  The 
organ  swell,  the  choral  harmonies,  more  solemn  in 
their  indistinctness,  often  made  me  pause  at  my  work 
and  throw  down  my  pen,  to  surrender  my  thoughts  to 
the  spiritual  charro.  The  ceUing  of  this  antique 
room  was  of  the  most  exquisite  carving — so  beautifid 
that  George  Cattermole,  then  a  young  man  doing 
task-work  for  John  Britton,  was  my  guest  for  a  day 
or  two,  that  he  might  preserve  it  in  one  of  his  charm- 
ing architectural  drawings.      There  is  no  fear  now  of 
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its  destruction,  for  this  suite  of  rooms  forms  part 
of  the  Chapter-House  of  the  College  of  Windsor. 
In  1821, 1  rented  this  unique  dwelhng  of  the  Dean 
and  Canons.  Beautiful  it  w.-w,  but  the  want  of  free 
ail'  made  it  unfit  for  healthful  existence.  Here  we 
had  a  daughter  bom ;  here  we  lost  a  son.  My 
dear  friend  Matthew  Davenport  Hill  here  passed 
some  happy  hours  with  us  at  Christmas,  Before 
Easterl  had  to  record  "My  First  Grief."  I  was  then, 
as  I  am  now,  as  httle  disposed  aa  Coriohmus  was,  to 
show  my  wounds  in  the  market-place  ;  but  ray  feel- 
ings overflowed  into  a  paper  which  I  printed  in  "The 
Plain  Englishman."  Two  sentences  will  be  sufficient 
to  mark  this  passage  in  ray  life.  "  Until  I  had 
i-eached  ray  thirtieth  year  I  had  known  nothing  of 
what  I  can  properly  term  sorrow.  The  evils  of 
mortality  had  not  begun  to  come  home  to  me.  The 
wings  of  the  destroying  angel  had  rested  upon  the 
s  of  my  neighbours ;  but  death  had  never  yet 
i  my  threshold,  and  sickness  seldom.  I  bad 
heard  the  voice  of  misery  like  the  mutterings  of  a 
distant  storra ;  but  the  thunder  had  not  yet  burst 
over  my  head — I  had  not  cowered  my  eyes  from  the 
passing  lightning."  ,  ,  ,  ,  "  I  now  knew,  for  the  first 
time,  what  it  is  to  have  death  about  our  hearths. 
The  excitement  of  hope  and  feai-  in  a  moment  passes 
away ;  and  the  contest  between  feehng  and  reason 
begins,  with  its  alternation  of  passion  and  listless- 
nesa.  It  is  some  time  before  the  image  of  death 
gets  possession  of  the  mind.  We  sleep,  perchance, 
amidst  a  feverish  dream  of  gloomy  and  indistinct 
remembrances.  The  object  of  our  grief,  it  may 
he,  has  seemed  to  us  present,  in  health  and 
animation.      We  wake  in  a   struggle  between  the 
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ehadowy  and  the  real  world ;  and  we  require  an 
effort  of  the  intellect  to  believe  that  the  earthly  pai-t 
of  the  being  we  have  loved  is  no  more  than  a  clod 
of  the  valley." 

"The  Plain  Englishman"  was  closed,  upon  the 
completion  of  the  third  volume,  in  December, 
1822.  I  may  incidentally  mention,  as  a  curious 
fact,  that  the  title  of  one  of  our  articles  of  that  year 
anticipated  the  identical  name  of  the  Society  which, 
in  1827,  was  enabled  to  accomplish  much  that  I  had 
dreamt  of  (and  a  great  deal  more),  in  my  beginnings 
of  Populai-  Literature.  That  paper  was  headed, 
"Diffusion  of  TJseflil  Knowledgk"* 


•  PMn  Englisliraau,  vo).  iii.,  p.  2??. 
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CHAPTER  VIT. 

j]N  the  ISth  of  June,  1820,  T  received  an 
offer,  conveyed  to  me  in  confidence  by  my 
zealous  friend  Mr,  locker,  to  become  the 
Editor  and  part  Proprietor  of  a  London 
Weekly  Paper,  "The  Guardian."  Thetono  of  my  poli- 
tical opinions  had  been  collected  from  the  "  Retrospect 
of  Public  Affairs  "  in  "  The  Plain  Englishman."  The 
violence  of  political  agitation  appeared  to  be  fast  sub- 
siding. Some  of  the  phj^ical-foi-ee  Reformers  were  in 
prison.  The  miscreants  who  had  contemplated  assassi- 
nation as  a  cure  for  political  evils  were  hanged.  There 
was  only  one  chance  of  a  convulsion.  The  Queen, 
contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation,  had  landed  at 
Dover,  and  on  the  6th  of  June  had  entered  London 
amidst  the  shouts  of  thousands.  On  that  evening  a 
Message  from  the  King  was  presented  to  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  and  a  green  bag  was  laid  on  the  table 
of  each  House,  containing  papers  respecting  the 
conduct  of  Her  Majesty  when  abroad,  which  the  King 
had  thought  fit  to  communicate  to  Parliament. 
When  I  entered  upon  my  new  editorial  duties  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  the  hope  was  at  an  end  which 
wise  men  of  all  parties  had  entertained,  that  a  com- 
promise would  avert  the  scandal  and  danger  of  a 
public  inquiry.  Through  July,  after  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  had  made  its 
Report,  and  a  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  was  read 
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a  fii-st  time,  the  mob  excitement  of  London  was  sucli 
as  few  had  before  witne^ed.  When  the  Queen  took 
up  her  residence  at  Brandenburgh  House  on  the  8rd 
of  August,  there  began  a  series  of  processions,  from  the 
extreme  East  to  the  extreme  West,  that  manifested 
at  once  the  enei^y  and  the  folly  of  democracy  in  its 
wildest  houT  of  excitement.  Often  riding  to  Windsor 
have  I  been  detained  by  the  impossibility  of  passing 
through  an  ai-my  of  working  men,  with  bands,  and 
bannei-s,  and  placards,  headed  by  deputations  of  their 
several  committees  with  wands  of  office — ^all  terribly 
in  earnest — all  perfectly  convinced  of  the  Queen's 
immaculate  purity — all  resolved  that  oppression 
should  not  triumph — a  peaceful  multitude,  but  one 
that  in  any  other  country  would  have  seemed  the 
herald,  if  not  the  manifestation,  of  Revolution.  In 
the  fierce  battle  of  journalism  which  was  then  fought 
throughout  the  year,  I  was  not  called  upon  for  a 
declaration  of  extreme  opinions.  If  such  a  course 
had  been  insisted  upon  I  should  have  i"esigned  my 
charge.  I  wrote  to  my  co-proprietor,  when  it  was 
suggested  that  a  stronger  tone  ought  to  bo  adopted 
with  i-egard  to  the  Queen,  "I  can  only  say  that  I  feel 
confident  that  the  language  of  moderation  ought  to 
be  most  aimed  at,  as  the  hkeliest  to  prevent  the  exist- 
ing ferment  inci-easing  into  a  state  of  perpetual 
division  and  anarchy."  This  was  written  at  the  end 
of  November ;  when,  although  the  Government  had 
terminated  this  unhappy  contest,  the  political  animo- 
sities that  had  grown  up  with  it  were  raging  in  a 
flood  of  personality  such  as  had  never  before 
disgraced  the  Press  of  England.  The  "  Guardian" 
had  not  flourished  under  the  gross  mismanagement 
of  its  early  career,  nor  under  my  too  conscientioug 
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interpretation  of  the  duties  of  a  journalist.  I  became 
its  sole  proprietor  upon  easy  terms.  Gladly  did  I 
leave  the  rough  work  of  party  to  John  Bull,  which, 
established  in  December,  1820,  soon  obtained  an 
influence  which  was  earned  by  something  more  than 
its  cleverness.  A  year  after,  in  both  the  papers 
which  I  then  conducted,  I  expressed  my  opinion  of 
the  danger  and  disgrace  of  the  prevailing  tone  of  the 
"pubhc  mstructors."  This  opinion  is  perhaps  worth 
transcribing,  as  affording  a  contrast  between  the 
London  newspapers  of  1821— with  a  fourpenny 
Btamp,  paying  a  duty  of  3s.  6d.  on  every  advertise- 
ment, printed  on  heavily-taxed  paper,  hemmed  round 
by  all  imaginable  safeguards  against  libel— and  the 
newspapers  of  1863,  with  no  stamp  whatever  and 
no  advertisement-duty,  paying  no  tax  upon  paper, 
fettered   by  no  securities  ;     between    the   London 


newspapers  whose  aggregate  circulation  m  one  week 
was  about  a  quai-ter  of  a  million,  and  the  news- 
papers that  upon  a  moderate  estimate  may  bo  held 
to  circulate  five  millions  weekly.  In  the  country 
newspapers  the  contrast  is  perhaps  still  greater. 
Much  as  I  believed  in  the  regenerating  power  of  the 
Pi-ess,  I  could  scarcely  have  imagined  that  some 
distant  age  of  cheapness  would  have  been  an  age 
when  the  impure,  seditious,  violent,  intolerant,  and 
libellous  writer  would  have  become  a  rare  exception 
amongst  journalists.  Nevertheless,  1  rightly  con- 
sidered that  out  of  the  increase  of  knowledge 
amongst  the  people  would  ai-ise  a  better  spirit  of 
journali&m  ;  which,  in  its  turn,  would  become  one 
of  the  most  efficient  instruments  of  education, 

Thus  I  wrote  in  1821 ;    "A  general  view  of  the 
influence  of  the  Press  would  lead  us  to  judge  that 
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very  mucli  of  that  influenee  is  injurious  to  the  safety 
of  the  Government ;  opposed  to  the  happiness  of  the 
people ;  and  destructive  of  that  real  freedom  of 
thought  aad  writing  upon  which  the  glory  and  pros- 
perity of  England  have  been  built.  But  we  believe 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  evil  will  cure  itself.  It  is 
the  half-knowledge  of  the  people  that  has  created 
the  host  of  ephemeral  wiitere  who  address  themselves 
to  the  popular  passions.  If  the  firmness  of  the 
Government,  and,  what  is  better,  the  good  sense  of 
the  upper  and  middle  classes  who  have  property  at 
stake,  can  succeed  for  a  few  years  in  preserving 
tranquillity,  the  ignoi-ant  disseminators  of  sedition 
and  discontent  will  be  beaten  out  of  the  field  by 
opponents  of  better  principles,  who  will  direct  the 
secret  of  popular  wiiting  to  a  useful  and  a  righteous 
purpose.  But  this  change  in  the  temper  of  the 
multitude  is  not  to  be  effected  by  bon-owing  the 
dirty  weapons  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  stimulat- 
ing them  to  acts  of  ati-ocity.  It  is  not  to  be  effected 
by  raking  up  scandalous  stories  against  the  dema^ 
gogues  of  a  faction — by  penetrating  into  the  recesses 
of  private  life  to  di-ag  forth  the  evidence  of  a  for- 
gotten fault  or  an  expiated  folly — by  pouring  forth 
the  coarsest  abuse  against  the  principles  and  practice 
of  eminent  men  of  adverse  opinions,  with  a  blind  and 
levelling  fury.  There  is  a  revolutionary  temper  in 
such  ultra-publications  which  degrades  the  cause  it 
affects  to  support,  and  furnishes  an  example  to  the 
dangerous  doctrines  it  pretends  to  resist.  The  Black 
Dwarf  and  John  Bull  are  scions  from  the  same 
stock.  The  dictates  of  interest  only  have  made  the 
one  a  pander  to  the  passions  of  the  littlo  vulgar ; 
the  other,  a  hunter  of  scandal  for  the  vulgar  gi-eat." 
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It  was  time  to  speak  out  when  a  Society  had 
started  up  to  do  tho  work  of  a  Censorship,  in  the 
blindest  fashion  of  ultra-loyal  partisanship.  In 
March,  1821,  tha  "Constitutional  Association"  was 
formed,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  printers  and 
publishers  who  went  beyond  what  they  deemed  the 
proper  bounds  of  political  discussion.  This  despi- 
cable Association — despicable,  however  supported  by 
rank  and  wealth — saw  no  mischief  in  the  gross  libels 
of  one  set  of  writers  who  professed  to  be  the  ftionds 
of  the  Government,  but  instituted  the  most  reckless 
prosecutions  against  "liberal"  ne^papers.  The  term 
"  liberal "  had  then  begun  to  mark  a  certain  set  of 
opinions  which  had  outgi-own  their  former  title  of 
"Jacobinical"  This  Association  acquired  the  name 
of  "  The  Bridge  Street  Gang."  After  three  or  four 
anonths  of  a  hateful  existence — denounced  in  Parlia- 
ment—execrated by  every  man  who  had  inherited  a 
spark  of  Milton's  zeal  for  "  the  Liberty  of  Unlicensed 
Printing"  —  this  Association  was  prosecuted  for 
oppression  and  extortion.  The  grand  jury  found  a 
true  bill  against  its  membera  They  were  acquitted 
upon  their  ti-ial ;  but  practices  were  disclosed  which 
showed  how  dangerous  it  was  foi  a  ciafty  attorney 
and  a  knot  of  fanatical  politicians  to  play  at  attor- 
ney-generalship. The  ti-ue  public  of  this  countiy 
was  getting  as  sick  of  outiageous  Loyalty  as  of 
desperate  Radicalism. 

Looking  around  me  at  the  Newspaper  Press  of 
London,  I  saw  very  few  papers  that  attempted  to 
combine  the  literary  and  the  political  charactei. 
John  Hunt  was  still  the  editor  of  "The  Examiner  ;" 
but  h^  brother  Leigh,  who  had  raised  the  critical 
department  of  the  paper  to  the  highes 
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might  well  be  tired  of  newspaper  occupation,  and 
was  meditating  the  unfortunate  union  with  Byron  m 
"The  LiheraL"  John  Hunt,  in  May,  1821,  was 
prosecuted  for  a  hhel  on  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
was  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprisonment.  "  The 
Champion,"  "  The  News,"  and  one  or  two  others,  had 
literary  pretensions,  but  they  made  their  criticism 
Httle  more  than  a  vehicle  for  their  politics.'  I  fan- 
cied there  was  an  opening  for  a  paper  that,  giving 
a  tempemte  support  to  the  Government,  might  deal 
with  Literature  in  a  spirit  of  impartiality.  I  panted 
for  a  region  of  pure  air  and  clear  akies,  lifted  out  of 
the  heat  and  fever  of  the  plains,  where  public  writers 
lost  all  natLiral  freedom  and  vigour  in  a  constant 
round  of  controversial  dram-drinking. 

I  have  the  merit,  humble  as  it  may  be,  of  having 
created  a  new  department  of  Newspaper  Literature. 
On  the  3rd  of  March,  1821, "  The  Guardian  "  had  the 
first  of  a  series  of  articles,  regularly  continued  month 
by  month,  entitled  "Magazine-Bay."  This  paper 
opens  with  a  glimpse  of  "The  Row,"  forty-two  yeai-s 
since.  What  changes  have  come  over  the  then 
naiTOW  world  of  Magazines !  Periodical  writing  had 
then  a  few  able  workmen,  and  some,  rather  more 
numerous,  of  the  "  Ned  Pui-don  "  school.  But  now ! 
Let  me  copy  from  this  paper  a  few  sentences  of  what 
then  struck  me  as  one  of  the  remarkable  indications 
of  a  new  "  Reading  Age/'  upon  which  age  Coleridge 
made  some  lumbering  jokes : — "  There  is  no  bustle, 
to  our  minds,  half  so  agreeable  as  the  bustle  of 
Paternoster  Row  on  the  last  day  of  the  month.  This 
is  Maga^ane  Day— the  most  important  division  in 
the  life  of  a  bookseller's  collector ;  as  important  as 
settling  day  to  the  stock-broker,  or  quarter-day  to 
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the  annuitant.  We  delight,  on  these  momorable 
mornings,  to  lounge  tlirough  the  naiTow  approaches 
of  Ave-Maiia  or  Warwick  Lanes,  and  then  to  make 
a  dead  atop  in  the  Paradise  of  Publishers — ^to  hear 
the  hum  of  the  great  hive  of  literature— to  see  its 
bees  going  forth  in  search  of,  or  returning  with,  their 
spoils.  As  the  dusky  porter,  catching  the  rapid  step 
of  the  periodical  lore  which  he  bears,  bmshes  past  us, 
we  delight  to  speculate  upon  the  component  parts  of 
his  burden — to  estimate  the  relative  proportions  of 
Slaohwoods  and  Baldwins,  of  Monthlies  {Old  and 
JV'ewj),  of  Gentleman's  and  Ladies',  of  Belle  Assem- 
ble and  Evmigelicals.  It  is  a  special  pleasure  to  ua 
to  dive  into  some  of  the  celebrated  penePraUa  of  the 
Row,  and  there  learn  to  estimate  the  merits  of  these 
monthly  candidates  for  applause,  not  by  the  beauty 
of  their  styles,  but  by  the  bulk  of  their  heaps."  I 
then  described  how,  by  these  walks,  I  obtained  pos- 
session of  half  a  dozen  periodicals,  and  was  able  to 
taste  the  fruit,  not  before  it  was  ripe,  but  before  it  was 
brought  into  the  market  I  had  long  thought,  I  said, 
of  turning  this  passion  to  account ;  and  at  length 
resolved  to  give  my  readei-s  some  of  the  chit-chat 
of  Magazine  Day.  "  With  a  fearless  hand  we  will 
twitch  your  mantles,  blue,  or  drab,  or  green,  ye 

'Abstraot  and  brief  chronicles  of  the  time.' 

Your  days  of  dnlness  are  ovei-past.  Te  are  no  longer 
the  reversionary  property  of  the  pastrycook  and  the 
trunk-maker.  Te  are  weU  worth  a  regular  monthly 
notice ;  aye,  and  much  better  worth  than  many  a 
lumbering  quarto."  This  article  made  a  stir  in  "  The 
Trade,"  and  before  next  Magazine  Day,  these  "squires 
of  the  moon's  body  "  trooped  into  my  office  without 
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giving  me  the  ta-ouble  of  a  journey  to  Paternoster 
Row. 

The  new  era  of  Magazines  may  be  said  to  have 
commenced  in  1817.  In  that  year  "Blackwood's 
Edinburgh  Magazine"  stai'tled  the  London  publishers 
into  a  conviction  that  for  a  new  generation  of  readers 
more  attractive  fare  might  be  provided  than  at  some 
of  the  old  established  restaurcdeu/rs,  whose  dishes 
were  neither  Mghi,  nor  elegant,  nor  altogether  whole- 
some. "When  Blackwood  was  started — apparently 
without  any  very  correct  knowledge  that  something 
was  wanted  in  periodical  literature  beyond  political 
bitterness— the  old  magazines  and  their  new  rivals 
had  gone  on  without  much  deviation  from  the  hack- 
neyed paths  in  which  they  had  first  walked.  The 
possibility  was  then  scarcely  conceived  that  they 
could  afford  to  pay  handsomely  for  contributions ; 
and  thus  their .  chief  dependence  was  upon  their 
gratuitous  correspondence.  They  were  the  vehicles 
for  the  communication  to  the  world  of  all  sorta  of 
opinions,  theological,  moral,  pohtical,  and  antiquarian. 
They  were  the  tablets  upon  which  the  retired  scholai- 
or  the  active  citizen  might  equally  inscribe  their 
theories  or  their  observations,  in  a  familiar  and  un- 
pretending style ;  and  they  at  once  kept  alive  the 
intelligence  of  their  own  generation,  and  formed 
valuable  records  for  succeeding  eras.  In  one  maga- 
zine, "  The  Gentleman's,"  which  had  lived  the  most 
respectable  of  existences  for  nine  decades,  the  anti- 
quarians stoutly  held  their  own.  In  its  volumes 
from  1731  there  is  more  valuable  "  tombstone  infor- 
mation "  to  be  found  than  in  any  other  work  in  our 
language  ;  and  this,  to  speak  truly,  is  not  knowledge 
to  be  despised.      The  honest  piinter  of  St  John's 
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Gate,  of  whom  Johnson  said  that  he  scarcely  ever 
looked  out  of  the  window  without  a  view  to  the 
improvoment  of  his  magadne,  had  seon  the  births  and 
the  deaths  of  many  rivals.  There  was  a  "  London  "  to 
enter  the  lists  against  him  when  the  booksellera  had 
discovered  the  value  of  this  new  lode  in  the  mine  of 
literattiro.  There  was  a  "Monthly."  There  was  a 
"  Ladies',"  The  old  names  were  supposed  to  retain 
their  old  influences ;  and  so  at  the  time  of  my 
"  Magaaine  Day  "  there  was  a  "  Monthly,"  and  there 
was  a  "  New  Monthly ; "  there  was  a  "  London,"  and 
there  was  a  "  Ladies'."  Mr.  PhQHps,  afterwards  Sir 
Kichaid,  had  revived  the  "  Monthly  "  in  1796,  pretty 
much  upon  the  ancient  "  con'espondence  "  principle. 
The  "  New  Monthly  Magazine  and  Universal  Regis- 
ter "had  scarcely  more  amhitious  pretensions,  when 
set  up  in  1814.  The  "  London,"  of  all  the  metropo- 
litan magazines,  was  the  most  distinguished  for  its 
literary  excellence.  It  had  been  re-established  in  1 820 
by  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin,  and  was  as  often  called  "  Bald- 
win," as  the  Edinburgh  Mt^aiiine  was  called  "  Black- 
wood." A  controversy  between  the  two  leading 
Miscellanies,  conducted  with  that  bitterness  on  both 
aides  which  was  an  evil  characteristic  of  the  periodical 
literature  of  those  days, — when  writers  of  all  grades 
readily  plunged  into  tho  watei-s  of  strife  and  there 
wallowed  like  the  heroes  of  "  The  Dunciad  "  in  Fleet 
Ditch— led  to  the  fatal  catastrophe  of  the  death  in  a 
duel  of  Mr,  John  Scott,  the  amiable  and  accomplished 
editor  of  the  "  London."  I  knew  not  Mr.  Scott ;  but 
in  common  with  all  who  felt  that  the  pistol  was  the 
woi^t  arbiter  of  dififerencea,  literary  or  political,  I 
deeply  grieved  for  such  an  end  of  his  career,  in  which 
he  had  in  various  ways  shed  a  lustre  upon  journalism. 
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111  my  first  article  of  "  Magazine  Day,"  I  said, "  Look- 
ing at  the  melancholy  circumstances  under  which  the 
present  "  London "  has  been  brought  out,  we  are 
surprised  that  there  is  so  much  excellent  matter  in 
it ;  and  argue  thence  that  the  fatal  termination  of  a 
foolish  affair  will  not  greatly  impair  the  future 
gratification  of  the  public  in  this  very  agreeable 
miscellany." 

The  "  Blackwood  "  of  this  period  had  attained  a 
reputation  which  made  all  successful  rivalry  very 
difficult.  "  Nothing,"  says  Mrs.  Gordon,  "  was  left 
undone  to  spread  the  fame  and  fear  of  Blackwood." 
The  indefatigable  publisher,  who,  as  we  now  learn, 
was  ita  real  editor,  was  as  careful  to  propitiate  a 
favourable  opinion  of  his  "  Maga  "  amongst  periodical 
writers  who  admired  its  talent,  as  its  great  sup- 
porters, "Wilson  and  Lockhart^  were  ever  ready  for  a 
warfare  in  which  no  quarter  was  given  or  expected. 
It  was  a  sui'prise  to  me  when  I  received  from  the 
dreaded  William  Blackwood  a  letter  of  thanks  for 
"your  kind  and  early  notices  of  my  magazine." 
Still  more  was  I  surprised  when  he  wi^ote,  "  Permit 
rae  to  return  you  the  author's  and  my  own  best 
thanks  for  your  splendid  critique  upon  '  Valerius.' 
Your  opinion  (whidi  was  the  first  given  upon  the 
work)  seems  to  be  fully  confirmed  by  the  public 
voice."  Was  this  the  style,  I  thought,  in  which  it 
was  necessary  for  a  publisher  to  administer  small 
doses  of  flattery  to  periodical  critics,  however  humble, 
for  what  ought  only  to  be  consideredanact  of  justice? 
In  after  years,  occasionally  coming  across  the  cold 
and  proud  author  of  "Valerius,"  when  he  had  become 
Editor  of  the  "  Quarterly  Review,"  I  have  thought  of 
"  the  author's  best  thanks,"  &c. ;  and  Lave  suspected 
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that  the  ulti-a-courteous  phrase  was  a  mere  fa^on  de 
parler  of  the  skilful  charioteer  who  could  show  such  a 
high-mettled  racer  in  his  team.  Of  Professor  Wilson  I 
could  readily  have  believed  that  any  cordial  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  supposed  courtesy  would  be  in  accord- 
ance with  his  genial  nature. "  In  later  yeai-s,  he  and 
I  may  be  judged  to  have  adopted  very  different 
opinions  upon  public  questions,  but  his  hand  of 
kindness  was  always  held  out  to  me ;  and  in  his 
social  hour,  when  I  iirst  knew  him,  and  in  those 
days  when  sorrow  and  sadness  had  impaired  but  not 
subdued  the  elasticity  of  his  nature,  I  bad  a  confir- 
mation of  my  belief,  established  in  many  instances 
before  and  since,  that  a  poUtical  partisan  and  satmst 
may  have  the  warmest  heart  and  be  capable  of  the 
truest  friendship. 

In  "Blackwood"  at  this  time  was  finished  " The 
Ayrshire  Legatees,"  in  which  Gait  first  opened  his 
rich  vein  of  observation  and  humour.  Had  that 
pubhshing  economy  of  the  present  day  been  then 
fully  established,  which  consists  in  making  a  work  of 
fiction  do  double  service,  oiiginally  as  a  series  of 
m^azine  papers  and  then  as  a  complete  work,  Gait 
would  have  spread  his  next  venture  over  a  dozen 
numbers  of  the  closely  printed  pages  that  had  ren- 
dered Buchanan's  head  so  familiar  to  the  Southern 
public,  and  then  have  made  his  more  dignified 
appearance.  The  canny  publisher  seems  to  have 
had  some  doubts  of  our  metropolitan  tastes,  for  he 
writes  to  the  editor  of  '  The  Guardian : " — "  With 
this  you  will  receive  a  very  singular  book,  which  I 
shall  publish  in  a  few  days,  '  Annals  of  the  Parish.' 
How  it  may  be  Uked  in  England  I  cannot  exactly 
Kay  ;  but  1  am  sure  it  will  be  highly  relished  by  all 
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Scotsmen,  because  the  sketches  of  Scottish  country 
life  are  so  true  to  nature."  Do  any  of  the  younger 
readers  of  the  present  day  care  to  look  into  a  book 
whose  chief  merit  is  that  it  is  "  so  true  to  nature  ? " 
Do  thej  care  to  turn  to  that  storehouse  of  quiet 
humour,  "Sir  Andrew  Wylie,  of  that  ilk,"  which 
came  in  rapid  succession?  Perhaps  some  of  my 
Georgian-era  contempoiaries  who  are  sick  of  sensa^ 
tion  novels,  may  turn  again  to  what  afforded  them 
delight  forty  years  ago.  Pi-oud  as  he  was  of  the  men 
of  genius  that  he  had  gathered  around  him,  Mr. 
Blackwood  could  not  forego  his  political  antipathies ; 
and,  somewhat  too  confidently,  fancied  that  the  "  able 
editor"  whom  he  flattered  would  partake  them.  He 
■\Trote,  "As  the  magazine  has  been  so  much  attacked 
and  misrepresented  by  the  Whig  and  Radical  press, 
I  would  be  particularly  obliged  to  you  if  you  could 
notice  the  article  on '  The  Personalities  of  the  Whigs.' " 
I  did  notice  it  in  these  words  :  "  The  letter  on  'The 
Personalities  of  the  Whiga '  is  forcible,  and  convincing 
enough — to  a  pai-tizan.  The  object  of  the  writer  is 
to  prove  that  the  Whigs  commenced  this  species  of 
wi^are,  and  that  those  opposed  to  their  principles 
have  a  right  to  bring  the  same  weapons  into  the  field 
which  their  enemies  have  so  long  been  exclusively 
permitted  to  employ.  For  our  own  parts,  we  had 
rather  that  political  contests  were  conducted  accord- 
ing to  the  usual  rules  of  honourable  warfare  ;  but  if 
one  party  use  catamarans  and  infernal  machines,  it 
would  be  hard  to  restrict  the  other  to  simple  steel 
and  gunpowder." 

The  new  facilities  of  communication  were  begin- 
ning to  tell  upon  the  commerce  of  Literature  as  upon 
all  other  commerce.     Railroads  were  yet  ten  years  off 
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in  an  undreamt-of  future.  But  in  1821  the  potent 
agency  of  eteam-packets  was  breaking  down  the 
diiference  between  Paternoster  Row  and  Princes 
Street.  On  the  28th  of  September  I  was  reading 
"  Blackwood,"  when  the  magazines  of  our  metropohs 
were  just  getting  on  their  outer  garments ;  while 
their  northern  brethren  were  quietly  reposing,  'm 
well  arranged  heaps,  in  our  southern  warehouses, 
perfectly  sleek  and  dry,  after  a  happy  voyage  of 
sixty  hours.  This  new  condition  upon  which  com- 
petition was  to  be  carried  on  made  the  London 
publishers  more  solicitous  for  the  excellence,  rather 
than  the  cheap  cost,  of  their  periodical  offerings  to  a 
public  that  had  begun  to  be  clamorpus  for  novelties, 
and  aotnewhat  more  critical  than  a  previous  gene- 
I'ation.  Unmoved  amidst  the  genei'al  rivalry  was 
that  staid  and  sober  brown-coated  companion  of  our 
forefathers,  who  scoraed  the  fluctuations  of  fashion, 
and  was  still  the  Oentleman  of  the  days  of  Pulteney 
and  "Walpole.  His  costume  was  preserved  as  un- 
changeably as  that  of  the  statue  of  George  the  Second 
in  Leicester  Square.  He  still  gloried  in  being  one 
of  the  etaunchest  cocked  hats  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries  ;  knew  nothing  of  Wellington  boots  or 
Cossack  trousers ;  dined  at  one  o'clock  ;  and  if  he 
could  have  been  persuaded  to  go  to  the  play, 
would  have  been  at  the  pit-door  at  five,  as  in  bis 
spring-time.  It  would  have  puzzled  the  dandyism 
of  the  days  of  George  the  Fourth  and  Brummell  to 
have  found  Mr.  Urban  an  endjirable  companion ;  but 
he  was  eminently  respectable ;  and  no  magazine 
critic  could  honestly  pass  over  this  excellent  hermit 
of  modem  literature.  One  of  his  old  companions, 
"  The  European,"  was  smartening  up.     Mr.  Colburn, 
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aot  to  "be  left  behind  in  the  periodical  race,  had, 
in  1821,  engaged  Campbell  to  be  the  avowed  editor 
of  "  The  New  Monthly  Magazine  and  Literary 
JoumaL"  Campbell's  own  lectures  on  poetry  were 
elegant  and  dull.  His  contributors  had  not  caught 
the  spirit  of  liveliness  by  which  even  the  old  stock  of 
ideas  could  be  successfully  reproduced.  The  poet 
made,  as  we  then  thought,  a  mistake  in  proclaiming 
his  acceptance  of  the  editorial  office.  There  is  a 
good  deal  to  be  argued  for  and  against  anonymous 
editorship  and  anonymous  contributorship.  We  then 
said,  and  we  are  not  quite  sure  that  we  were  wrong 
— "  His  power  of  selection  from  the  contributions  of 
his  assistants  must  be  fettered,  and  the  freedom  and 
boldness  of  his  own  opinions  encumbered,  by  a 
thousand  personal  considerations,  which  ought  not  to 
weigh,  and  would  not  have  weighed,  a  feather  in  the 
scale,  had  he  preserved  that  best  of  all  forms  of 
government  in  periodical  literaturs-^  seci-et  des- 
potism," 

After  the  unhappy  death  of  John  Scott,  the 
"  London "  had  passed  from  Mr,  Baldwin  into  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Hessey.  These  were  its 
palmy  days^the  days  of  Lamb  and  De  Quincey ;  of 
John  Hamilton  Reynolds ;  of  Thomas  Hood,  whose 
first  introduction  to  the  literary  world  was  that  of  its 
sub-editor.  I  wrote,  in  September,  1821 :  "  We  never 
read  anything  more  deeply  interesting  than  the 
'  Confessions  of  an  English  Opimn-Eater.'  We  can 
put  implicit  faith  in  them.  They  have  all  the  cir- 
cumstantial sincerity  of  Defoe.  They  are  written  in 
a  fine  flowing  style,  in  which  the  author  is  perfectly 
forgotten,"  After  the  publication  of  two  articles  on 
the  Pleasures   and  Pains  of  Opium,  the  majority  of 
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their  readers  doubted  the  reality  of  these  Confes- 
sions. The  author,  in  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
magazine,  declared  that  the  narrative  contained  a 
faithful  statement  of  his  own  expeiience  as  an  Opium- 
Eater,  drawn  up  with  entire  simplicity,  except  in 
some  trifling  deviations  of  dates  and  euppreasion  of 
names  which  circumstances  had  rendered  it  expe- 
dient should  not  be  published.  I  had  ample  oppor- 
tunities, a  few  years  after,  of  knowing  how  unexag- 
gecated  were  Mr.  De  Quince/s  statements  of  his 
extraordinary  power  of  taking  opium,  injurious  indeed 
to  his  health,  but  without  any  perceptible  deterio- 
ration of  his  wonderful  intellect.  Of  "Elia"  I  was 
almost  extravagant  in  my  admiration.  I  sometimes 
ventured  upon  verse  in  my  "  Magazine  Day,"  and 
thus  I  wrote,  in  1822,  after  speaking  dispraisingly  of 
some  articles : 

"  But  Elia,  Elia,  he  is  half  divine, 

Fragrant  as  woodbines  in  tiie  evening  Btm, 
B^bIl  as  the  jasmines  roimd  his  porch  tlint  twine, 

Happy  as  school-hoy  when  his  tnslc  is  done, 
And  rfmpla  as  the  village-maid  that  sings 
Her  bnbbling  song  of  old  foi^ttec  things. " 

I  can  scarcely  understand  De  Quincey  when  he  says 
of  Charles  Lamb,  and  particuWly  of  his  delightful 
prose  essays  under  the  signature  of  Elia,  that  "he 
ranks  amongst  writers  whose  works  are  destined  to 
be  for  ever  unpopular,  and  yet  for  ever  interesting ; 
interesting,  moreover,  by  means  of  those  veiy  quali- 
ties which  guarantee  their  non-popularity  "  (De  Quin- 
cey's  Works,  1st  edit.,  Leaders  in  Literatm-e,  p.  109). 
If  De  Quincey  be  right,  is  popularity  worth  havingt 
My  life,  during  the  period  of  my  London  editor- 
ship was  one  of  very  pleasurable  excitement.     My 
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solitary  musings,  my  morbid  fancies,  had  readied 
their  term.  I  had  ample  occupation — perhaps  too 
much  for  tranquil  thought.  We  had  a  branch-office 
of  our  newspaper  at  Aylesbury,  where  the  last  page 
jf  "The  Bucks  Gazette"  was  printed,  whilst  three 
pages  were  supplied  by  the  printed  sheets  of  "  The 
Windsor  Express."  To  despatch  these  sheets  by  a 
special  conveyance  thirty  miles,  so  as  to  he  in  time 
for  the  due  appearance  of  the  secondary  paper, 
required  careful  oi'ganization.  This  I  had  to  acconi- 
plish  on  a  Saturday  morning,  leaving  my  Windsor 
paper  in  a  state  fit  for  publication.  To  ride  up  to 
London,  or  to  mount  one  of  the  long  coaches  in  the 
afternoon,  so  as  to  be  at  the  "  Guai-dian "  office  for 
new  work,  was  my  next  exertion.  The  day  had  per- 
haps brought  forth  fresh  aspects  of  political  affairs. 
Often,  before  writing  my  leader,  have  I  discussed 
the  great  topics  of  the  hour  with  two  valued  friends, 
whose  opinions  were  not  entirely  in  accordance  with 
my  own.  Mounted  upon  stools  at  my  editorial  desk, 
have  Matthew  Davenport  Hill  and  John  Steer  (who 
was  my  eub-editor),  argued  with  me  about  the  de- 
linquencies and  short-comings  of  the  Government, 
the  necessity  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  the  degrada- 
tion of  England  in  all  matters  of  foreign  policy.  My 
work  done,  we  have  gladly  foregone  all  disputation, 
to  place  ourselves  under  the  genial  presidency  of  the 
worthy  immortalized  by  Tennyson — "the  waiter  at 
the  Cock."  In  the  lapse  of  time  we  gradually  grew 
nearer  in  our  opinions.  The  world  was  changing. 
The  miserable  convulsion  on  the  subject  of  the 
Queen  was  terminated  by  her  death.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  was  no  more,  cariying  with  him  a  good  deal 
of  undeserved  obloquy.     Canning  was  come  back  to 
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power.  He  was  to  inaugurate  a  new  era  of  liberty 
for  the  nations.  I  had  access  to  one  who  waa  at  that 
time  Canning's  political  adherent  upon  the  subject 
of  CaUiolic  Emancipation,  and  that  of  the  pretensions 
of  a  Congress  to  decide  upon  the  destinies  of  Europe. 
Mr.  John  Wilson  Croker  was  always  ready  to  give 
me  his  opinions,  as  I  believed,  honestly.  They  were 
to  a  great  extent  hbcral,  as  liberalism  was  then  un- 
derstood by  those  opposed  to  extreme  views.  He 
was  always  glad  to  gossip  upon  subjects  of  literature, 
and  he  earnestly  counselled  me  to  settle  in  London 
as  a  pubhsher.  I  am  hound  to  say,  advisedly,  that 
I  think  his  character  has  been  misrepresented  ;  and 
that  the  "  Eigby  "  of  "  Coningshy  "  is  an  ebullition  of 


My  occupation  as  the  editor  of  a  literary  paper 
necessarily  made  me  somewhat  familiar  with  the 
aspects  of  the  Publishing  Trade  of  London.  I  gi-a^ 
dually  looked  at  the  great  establishments  and  the 
small,  somewhat  more  closely,  through  my  vague 
desire  to  find  a  place  amongst  them.  There  was  a 
new  world  all  before  me  "where  to  choose,"  not  my 
"  place  of  rest,"  but  my  sphere  of  action.  Let  me 
glance   back    at    my   rough    survey  of   this   terra. 


Paternoster  Row,  and  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  St.  Paul's  Churchyard  and  Ave-Mai-ia  Lane, 
were  the  principal  seats  of  the  wholesale  book-trade. 
At  the  b^inning  of  the  century,  according  to  Mr. 
Britton,  "most  of  the  tradesmen  attended  to  their 
respective  shops,  and  dwelt  in  the  upper  part  of  their 
houses."  He  had  hved  to  see  "the  heads  of  many 
of  the  large  establishments  visit  their  counting- 
houses  only  for  a  few  hours  in  the  day,  and  leave 
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the  working  part  to  junior  partners,  clej-ks,  and 
apprentices."  Tho  greater  number  of  city  book- 
sellers did  not  caiTy  on  the  business  of  publisher  "puv 
et  simple.  They  were  factors  of  books  for  the  London 
collectors ;  they  were  the  stents  of  the  country 
booksellers ;  they  almost  all  were  shareholders  of 
what  were  called  Chapter  Books,  from  the  business 
concerning'  them  being  conducted  at  the  Chapter 
Coffee  House.  If  we  open  a  book  of  fifty  yeai's  ago, 
which  had  become  a  standai-d  work  in  its  frequent 
reprints,  we  find  the  names  of  twelve  or  twenty  or 
even  more  booksellers  on  tho  title-page.  The  copy- 
right had  probably  long  expired.  But  these  share- 
holders, who  formed  a  Limited  Liability  Company 
(not  registered),  were  considered  as  the  only  legiti- 
mate dealers,  and  their  editions  the  only  genuine 
ones.  It  was  long  before  their  monopoly  was  broken 
up  by  a  few  daring  adventurers  who  defied  these 
handed  hosts,  and  were  ready  to  pounce  upon  an 
expired  copyright  before  it  could  be  appropriated  by 
the  large  and  small  potentates  who  had  parcelled 
out  the  realms  of  print,  with  absolute  exclusiveness, 
in  the  good  times  before  Innovation.  Ti-ade  Sales, 
as  they  were  called,  were  frequent  and  genei'al 
amongst  the  piimitive  race  of  bookseDers ;  at  which 
sales  these  share-books  were  sold,  amongst  other 
wares,  to  the  best  bidders.  The  company  was  not 
attracted  by  elegant  banquets,  such  as  tliose  at  which, 
in  later  times,  I  have  assisted  as  a  guest  and  as  a 
host.  There  was  a  plain  dinner  of  substantial  beef 
and  mutton,  which  the  bookseller  ordered  at  an 
adjacent  tavern,  directing  what  dishes  should  be  pro- 
vided to  meet  the  number  of  his  expected  guests, 
I  have  heard   an   illustrative   anecdote — I  do  not 
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vouch  for  its  truth — of  one  of  the  respectable  fiitn 
that  hved  under  the  sign  of  the  Bible  and  Crovn. 
In  the  midst  of  family  prayer  ho  suddenly  paused, 
and  exclaimed,  "  John,  go  and  tell  Higgins  to  make 
another  man-ow-pudding." 

The  "legitimate"  ti'ade  had  its  code  of  "protec- 
tion," on  which  it  had  reposed  since  the  days  of  the 
Tonsone  and  Lintots.  Its  system  of  associating  many 
shareholders  in  the  production  and  sale  of  an  ^ta- 
blished  work  kept  up  its  price.  The  retailers  were 
only  allowed  to  purchase  of  the  wholesale  houses 
upon  certain  conditions,  which  had  the  effect  of 
making  it  dilBcult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  private 
purchaser  to  obtain  a  book  under  the  sum  advertised. 
Wo  puhUsher  had  discovered  that  it  was  to  his 
interest  that  the  profit  of  the  middle-man  should  be 
small,  so  that  a  book  should  be  vended  at  the 
cheapest  rate.  The  very  notion  of  cheap  books 
stank  in  the  nostrils,  not  only  of  the  ancient  mag- 
nates of  the  East,  but  of  the  new  potentates  of  the 
West.  For  a  new  work  which  involved  the  purchase 
of  copyright,  it  was  the  established  rule  that  the 
wealthy  few,  to  whom  price  was  not  a  consideration, 
were  alone  to  be  depended  upon  for  the  remimeration 
of  the  author  and  the  first  profit  of  the  publisher. 
The  proud  quarto,  with  a  rivulet  of  text  meandering 
through  a  wide  plain  of  margin,  was  the  "  dccus  et 
tutamen"  of  the  Row  and  of  Albemarle  Street.* 
Conduit  Street  now  and  then  vied  in  this  gi-an- 
diosity;  but  more  commonly  sent  forth  legions  of 
octavos,  translated  from  the  Trench  with  a  rapidity 
that  was  not  very  careful  about  correctness  or  elegance 

*  The  Albemarle  Street  of  Mr.  Murray  ia  stJU  famous.  The 
Conduit  Street  of  Mr.  Colburn  is  no  longei'  renowufld. 
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■ — qualities  which  were  not  contemplated  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  literary  cost.  These  were  the  booka 
whose  cheapness  was  deceptive,  like  the  books  issued 
by  the  Number-publishers.  One  of  these  successful 
tradesmen,  who,  although  he  became  Lord  Mayor, 
was  once  "  Thomas  "  the  porter  in  an  old  concern  for 
the  production  of  the  dearest  books  in  foho — such  as 
we  may  still  find  amongst  the  heir-looms  of  a  humble 
family  in  some  remote  village — was  never  solicitous 
to  buy  an  author;  his  great  object  was  to  buy  "a 
ground."  "  A  ground  "  was  like  a  milk-walk — there 
were  a  body  of  customers  to  be  transferred  to  the 
new  capitalist.  He  was  once  tempted  into  the  em- 
ployment of  original  authorship.  When  his  press 
one  day  stood  still  for  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of 
the  commodity  for  which  he  had  indiscreetly  bar- 
gained, he  exclaimed,  "  Give  me  dead  authors  ! — they 
never  keep  you  waiting  for  copy," 

The  publishers  of  classical  books  were  not  nume- 
rous. Amongst  the  most  celebrated  was  Eichai-d 
Priestley,  who  undertook  many  reprints  of  Greek 
and  Roman  authors  and  ponderous  lexicons.  His 
career  was  not  a  successful  one.  In  1830, 1  occu- 
pied for  the  summer  a  cottage  near  Hampstead. 
My  landlord,  who  had  become  rich  by  a  bequest,  had 
been  a  sheriff's  officer.  "Did  you  know  poor  Dick 
Priestley  ? "  ho  said.  "  Ho  was  a  good  fellow.  I  had 
him  often  under  my  lock.  We  were  gi-eat  friends  ; 
and  after  I  left  my  calling  I  lent  him  a  couple  of 
thousand."  Was  a  sentimental  friendship  ever  before 
or  since  formed  under  circumstances  so  unromantic  1 
Amongst  the  new  class  of  pubiishere  there  were  several 
whose  republications  of  standard  works  were  as  beau- 
tiful as  thoy  were  cheap.     The  names  of  Major  and 
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Pickering  are  stiJl  deservedly  in  repute.  But  till 
Constable  started  his  "  Miscellany,"  in  1827,  no  one 
had  thought  it  possible  that  an  original  work  could 
be  produced  in  the  first  instance  at  the  price  of  the 
humblest  repiinit.  His  throe-and -sixpenny  volumes, 
and. his  grand  talk  of  "a  million  of  buyers,"  made  the 
publishing  world  of  London  believe  that  the  mighty 
autocrat  of  Edinburgh  literature  had  gone  "  daft." 
And  so  tlio  Row  sneered,  and  persevered  in  its  old 
system  of  foui'teen-shilling  octavos  ani^  two-guinea 
quartos,  The  Circulating  Library  was  scarcely  then 
an  institution  to  be  depended  upon  for  tlie  purchase 
of  a  large  impression,  even  of  the  most  popular 
Novels,  Travels  and  Memoirs  rarely  then  found  a 
plaoe  on  the  shelves  of  which  fiction  had  long  claimed 
the  exclusive  occupation.  There  were  Book-Clubs, 
whose  mombera  aspired  to  be  pati-ous  of  a  more  solid 
hterature ;  but  they  were  fai-  from  universal.  All 
circumstances  considered,  it  was  extremely  difficult 
for  one  like  myself,  very  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
the  Trade,  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  what  number 
of  a  new  book  he  might  venture  to  print.  Caution 
and  common-sense  might  save  inexperience  from 
ridiculous  ventures,  such  as  had  ruined  many  who 
fancied  there  were  no  blanks  in  that  tempting  lottery. 
I  had  known  an  unhappy  man,  who  had  come  into 
the  possession  of  a  considerable  fortune,  rush  into  the 
wildest  dealings  with  hterary  schemers,  who  regarded 
him  as  a  whale  cast  upon  the  shore,  to  be  cut  up  as 
speedily  as  possible.  Poor  fellow !  he  wa-s  always 
ready  to  buy — he  would  even  buy  a  title-page,  the 
more  absurd  the  more  attractive.  "  Mumbo  Jumbo," 
in  the  egg,  was  held  by  him  cheap  at  a  few  hundreds. 
I  looked  upon  his  fate  as  a  wai'ning.   But  yet  I  could 
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not  resist  the  temptation  to  enter  upon  a  career  of 
usefulness,  in  which  there  was  reputation,  and  pos- 
sible wealth,  to  be  won  by  diligence  and  integiity. 
Not  to  be  embarrassed  with  conflicting  occupations, 
I  sold  my  pet  "  Guai-dian  "  at  the  end  of  1822,  and 
in  the  season  of  1823  I  had  taken  my  position  in 
PaUMaUEast. 
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^HE  Etonians  of  1819  had  set  OD  foot  a 
"  College  Magazine,"  which  was  circulated 
in  manuscript  amongst  a  favoured  chxle 
of  schoolfellows.  At  the  office  of  "The 
Windsor  and  Eton  Express  "  we  printed  for  them  a 
selection  from  their  contributions,  which  was  entitled 
"The  Poetry  of  the  College  Magazine."  As  this 
pamphlet  came  under  my  view  in  its  course  through 
the  press,  I  was  much  struck  by  the  exceeding  beauty 
of  some  of  these  compositions — striking  in  them- 
selves, but  more  remarkable  as  the  productions  of 
young  men,  who  seemed  to  have  escaped  from  the 
classical  trammels  of  tlie  "  Musie  Etonenses  "  to  wear 
a  modern  English  garb  with  grace  and  freedom. 
Amongst  the  most  remarkable  of  these  poems  were 
"The  Hall  of  my  Fathers"  and  "My  Brother's 
Grave."  These  were  reprinted  in  the  more  ambi- 
tious work  which  grew  out  of  the  manuscript 
periodical. 

In  the  latter  half  of  September,  1820,  the  Eton 
vacation  was  at  an  end.  The  proceedings  against 
the  Queen  had  been  suspended  till  the  3rd  of 
October.  The  evidence  to  support  the  Bill  of  Pains 
and  Penalties  had  been  concluded.  Gladly  did  I 
hail  the  prospect  of  some  pleasant  occupation — some 
relief  from  the  routine  of  the  filthy  journalism  of 
that  time — when,  arriving  from  London,  I  foimd  two 
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youths  waiting  for  me  at  my  cottage  by  the  side  of 
the  Thames,  who  proposed  to  me  to  print  and 
publish  an  Eton  Miscellany.  The  one  was  Walter 
Blunt,  the  other  Winthrop  Mackworth  Praod.  There 
was  nothing  to  discuss  beyond  the  estimate  for  print- 
ing ;  for  if  the  mi^azine  did  not  pay  its  expenses 
the  deficiency  was  to  be  met  by  a  subscription.  It 
was  not  to  be  a  weekly  essay,  such  as  "  The  Micro- 
cosm," but  a  magazine  of  considerable  size,  that 
might  aspire  to  take  its  place  amongst  the  best  of 
the  monthly  periodicals.  On  the  1st  of  November 
appeared  "  The  Etonian,"  No.  I, 

The  remembrance  of  my  intercourse  with  the  two 
youthful  editors,  and  with  a  few  of  their  contributoi-s, 
takes  me  back  to  a  delightful  passage  of  my  working 
life.  I  have  before  me  the  bright,  earnest,  happy 
face  of  Mr.  Blunt,  who  took  a  manifest  delight  in 
doing  the  editorial  drudgery.  The  worst  proofs  (for 
in  the  haste  unavoidable  in  periodical  literatm'e  he 
would  sometimes  catch  hold  of  a  proof  unreax!^  never 
disturbed  the  serenity  of  his  temper.  To  him  it 
seemed  a  real  happiness  to  stand  at  a  desk  in  the 
composing-room,  and  laugh  over  the  blunders  which 
others  more  experienced  in  the  editorial  ci'aft  would 
have  raved  at  as  stapidity  unbearable.  In  our  piint- 
ing-office  there  was  a  most  intelligent  overseer  and 
reader,  who  soon  grew  into  favour  with  the  editors, 
one  of  whom  did  not  forget,  after  forty  years  had 
passed,  the  man  who  delighted  to  anticipate  their 
wishes.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Blunt,  in  a  letter  full  of  his 
wonted  kindliness,  invited  me,  in  1859,  to  his  house, 
and  thus  recalled  the  old  days:  "The  fact  of  my 
writing  this  from  a  sofa,  with  gout  in  both  legs, 
bespeaks  the  lapse  of  time  since  I  used  to  skuiry  up 
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to  Windsor  to  M'Keclinie,  with  the  proofs  of  '  The 
Etonian.'"  Mr.  Pj-aed  came  to  the  printing-office 
less  frequently.  But  during  the  ten  months  of  the 
life  of  this  Miscellany — which  his  own  productions 
were  chiefly  instmmental  in  raising  to  an  eminence 
never  hefore  attained  hy  schoolboy  genius  similai-ly 
exerted — I  was  more  and  more  astonished  by  the 
unbounded  fertility  of  hia  mind  and  the  readiness 
of  his  resources.  He  wrote  under  the  signature  of 
"  Peregrine  Courtenay,"  the  President  of  "  Tho  King 
of  Clubs,"  by  whose  members  the  magazine  was 
assumed  to  be  conducted.  The  character  of  Pere- 
grine Courtenay,  given  in  "An  Account  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings which  led  to  the  Pubhoation  of  the  'Eto- 
nian,' "  fui-nishes  no  satisfactory  idea  of  the  youthful 
Winthrop  Mackworth  Praed,  when  he  is  described  as 
one  "possessed  of  sound  good  sense,  rather  than  of 
brilliance  of  genius."  Hia  "general  acquirements 
and  universal  information  "  are  fitly  recorded,  as  well 
as  his  acquaintance  with  "the  world  at  large."  But 
the  kindness  that  lurks  under  sarcasm  ;  the  wisdom 
that  woars  the  mask  of  fun;  the  half-melancholy 
that  is  veiled  by  levity  ; — ^these  qualities  very  soon 
struck  me  as  far  out  of  the  ordinary  indications  of 
precocious  talent. 

It  is  not  easy  to  separate  my  recollections  of  the 
Praed  of  Eton  from  those  of  the  Praed  of  Cambridge. 
The  Etonian  of  1S20  was  natural  and  unaffected  in 
his  ordinary  talk;  neither  shy  norpresuming;  proud, 
without  a  tinge  of  vanity ;  somewhat  reserved,  but 
ever  courteous  ;  giving  few  indications  of  the  suscep- 
tibility of  the  poet,  but  ample  evidence  of  the  laugh- 
ing satirist ;  a  pale  and  slight  youth,  who  had  looked 
upon  the  aspects  of  society  with  the  keen  perception 
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of  a  clever  manhood ;  one  who  had,  moreover,  seen 
in  human  life  something  more  than  follies  to  be 
ridiculed  by  the  gay  jest  or  scouted  by  the  sarcastic 
sneei-.  I  had  many  opportunities  of  studying  his 
complex  character.  His  writings  then,  especially  his 
poems,  occasionally  exhibited  that  remarkable  union 
of  pathos  with  wit  and  humour  which  attested  the 
originality  of  his  genius,  as  it  was  sul^equently  deve- 
loped in  maturer  efforts.  In  these  blended  qualities 
a  superficial  inquirer  might  conclude  that  he  was  an 
imitator  of  Hood.  But  Hood  had  written  nothing 
that  indicated  his  future  greatness,  when  Praed  was 
pouring  forth  verse  beneath  whose  gaiety  and  quaint- 
ness  might  be  traced  the  characteristics  which  his 
friend  Mr,  Moultrie  describes  aa  the  peculiar  attri- 
butes of  his  nature — 


"  drawing  off  ii 
Trom.  Wiat  intonBity  of  liumaii  love 
And  tliat  most  deep  and  tender  sympathy 
Close  gnardod  in  the  ohaiabera  of  hia  teart." 

Th^  Dream  of  Life. 

I  soon  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  the 
Piaed  of  Eton  in  other  relations  than  those  of  our 
business  intercourse.  Whilst  the  first  number  of 
"  The  Etonian "  was  growing  into  shape,  I  often 
breakfasted  with  the  two  young  editors  in  Mr.  Blunt's 
room  out  of  the  College  bounds ;  it  being  tlien  the 
practice,  as  all  fanuhar  with  Eton  know,  for  the 
scholars  of  the  foundation  to  get  a  breakfast  as  they 
best  could  from  their  own  means,  or  go  without. 
There  were  sometimes  three  or  four  at  this  social 
meal.  I  had  perhaps  been  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
attending  the  Queen's  trial  on  the  previous  afternoon' 
and  could  tell  them  something   of  the   withering 
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eloquence  of  Brougham  and  the  searching  subtlety 
of  Copley.  Praed  took  far  moro  than  a  schoolboy's 
interest  in  the  qaestions  of  the  day,  and  his  sly  or 
sharp  commentary  wonld  show  how  -well  he  under- 
stood them.  To  me  it  was  a  rare  pleasure  to  have 
an  occasional  companionship  with  these  tresh.  young 
men,  so  fearless  in  the  expression  of  their  opinions ; 
so  frank  in  the  display  of  their  sympathies  or  anti- 
pathies ;  full  of  the  best  associations  of  ancient  learn- 
ing without  a  particle  of  pedantry;  quizzing  each 
other  with  the  most  perfect  good  temper ;  passing 
rapidly  from  an  occasional  argument  of  mock  solem- 
nity to  talk  of  their  theatre  in  Datchet  Lane,  and 
"the  best  bat  in  the  school" — these  blithe  spirits, 
some  of  whom,  in  after  years,  might  be  wrangling  at 
Nisi  Prius,  or  struggling  in  the  muddy  waters  of 
pai-ty  politics.  Upon  these  Eton  days  Praed  looked 
lovingly  back  in  vei-ses  which  he  wi'ote  for  me  when 
he  had  taken  his  place  in  the  great  world : — 

"  I  wiah  tliat  I  coinld  mn  away 

From  bouse,  and  court,  and  levee, 
Where  bearded  men  appear  to-day 

Just  Eton-boys  grown  beavy  ; 
That  I  could  baek  in  childliood's  sim, 

And  dance  o'er  diildkood's  rosea  ; 
And  find  hage  wealth  in  one  pound  one, 

Vast  wit  in  broken  noses  5 
And  play  Sir  Giles  at  Datcbet  Lane, 

And  call  the  milk-maids  bomia  ; — 
That  I  ooiild  be  a  boy  again, 

A  happy  boy  at  Dniry's." 

Zrmdon  Magcmne,  18S9. 

A. boy  such  as  Praed,  who  possessed  his  genius, 
and  was  not  possessed  by  it  (as  I  once  heaixl  the 
great  Coleridge  say  in  comparing  the  peculiarities  of 
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two  young  men),  was  sure  to  be  happy  at  Eton.  He 
was  in  eveiy  respect  the  opposite,  in  certain  qualities 
■which  may  be  called  physical  rather  than  intellectual, 
to  another  contributor  to  "  The  Etonian."  William 
Sidney  Walker  was  in  1820  a  FeUow  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, I  had  no  acquaintance  with  him  till  the  end 
of  1822,  but  I  saw  a  gi-eat  deal  of  him  in  after  years, 
both  at  Cambridge  and  in  my  family  circle.  I  may 
say  that  I  never  beheld  in  any  man,  even  of  the  lowest 
ability,  such  a  striking  example  of  the  every-day 
want  of  "  decision  of  character  " — that  most  valuable 
quality,  which  is  the  subject  of  one  of  Foster's  inte- 
resting "  Essays."  Iiresolute,  even  in  the  most  trivial 
actions  of  life ;  hesitating  in  the  utterance  of  the 
commonest  colloquial  foiins ;  utterly  incapable  of 
sustaining  a  share  in  conversatioh  even  amongst  his 
familiar  fi-iends — Sidney  Walker  was  inferior  to  very 
few  in  some  of  the  higher  qualities  of  genius — second 
to  none  in  a  marvellous  power  of  memory — and, 
having  won  his  Fellowship  by  his  brilliant  scholar- 
ship, might  have  left  an  imperishable  reputation,  if 
his  will  had  been  sufficiently  strong  to  counteract  the 
morbid  tendencies  of  his  feelings.  As  an  Eton  boy, 
there  was  no  one  in  the  school  who  had  given  such 
an  early  promise  of  poetical  ability,  apart  from  his 
school  studies.  At  seventeen,  his  epic  poem  of  "  Gus- 
tavus  Vasa"  was  published  by  subscription.  And 
yet  this  wonderful  boy  was  the  subject  of  the  direst 
persecution  by  the  common  herd  of  his  schoolfellows. 
Mr.  Moultrie,  who  was  his  junior  by  four  yeai's,  has, 
ux  a  beautiful  Memoir  prefixed  to  Walker's  "  Poetical 
Eemains,"  described  bun  at  Eton  as  flying  for  refuge 
from  his  tormentors,  even  into  the  private  apart- 
ments of  the  assistant-masters.     Another  friend,  Mr, 
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Derwent  Coleridge,  alludes  to  this  victim  of  school- 
boy-tyranny, as  "one  of  the  very  lai-gest  natural 
capacity,  whose  whole  moral  and  iatellectual  nature 
had  been  dwarfed  and  distoi-ted  by  the  treatment  he 
received  at  school,"  Mr.  Walker  had  a  profound 
admkation  for  female  loveliness,  and  yet  he  induced 
no  sentiment  but  pity  in  hia  gi-otesque  approaches  to 
ladies,  and  his  extraordinaiy  modes  of  testifying  his 
devotion.  When  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  as  well 
as  the  most  gifted,  women  of  her  time  appeared  at  a 
public  ball  at  Cambridge,  he  peered  iato  her  face,  and 
clapped  his  hands  in  an  ecstasy  of  delight.  "  It  was 
the  joy  of  the  savage,"  said  Macaulay,  "  when  he  first 
sees  a  tenpenny  nail"  His  admiration  was  too  deep 
for  words.  I  once,  however,  witnessed  a  demonstra- 
tion at  a  social  meeting  of  his  friends  at  Trinity, 
which  took  eveiy  one  by  surprise.  The  wine  was 
passing  round,  when  he  suddenly  jumped  upon  a 
chair,  and  flourishing  his  glass,  exclaimed,  "The 
Greeks  !"  The  introduction  of  the  toast  by  the  most 
brilliant  harangue  of  Macaulay,  who  was  present, 
could  not  have  produced  a  more  profound  sensation. 
Incapable  as  he  was  of  expressing  it.  there  was  a 
tenderness  in  Walter's  appreciation  of  the  pure  and 
beautiful  in  Women,  as  there  was  of  loftiness  in  his 
estimate  of  the  heroic  in  Nations,  If  the  author  of 
"  The  Lover's  Song,"  in  "  The  Etonian,"  could  have 
spoken  as  he  wrote,  his  teiTor  of  a  life  of  perpetual 
celibacy  as  the  Fellow  of  a  CoUege  might  have  been 
happily  ended,  in  spite  of  his  slovenly  dress,  Lis 
pirouetting  walk,  his  want  of  the  outward  attributes 
of  manliness.  When  "  the  toils  of  day  are  past  and 
done,"  and  he  invokes  the  image  of  his  "lost,  remem- 
ber'd  Emily,"  few  passages  of  the  best  amatorv  lyrics 
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may  compare  with  four  lines  of  this  exqiiisite  little 
poem; — 

"  Too  solemn  for  day,  too  sweet  for  night, 
Come  not  in  darkness,  come  not  in  liglit ; 
Bnt  eome  in  some  twilight  interim 
When  the  gloom  is  soft  and  the  light  is  dim." 

Mr,  Praed  and  Mr.  Moultrie  were  the  life-long 
friends  of  this  unhappy  man.  Praed  made  the  most 
noble  exertions  to  cleai'  off  his  debts,  and  to  place 
him  above  actual  want,  when  he  had  lost  his  Fellow- 
ship from  his  honest  scruples  as  to  taking  Orders, 
bewildered  as  he  ever  was  by  his  habitual  scepticism 
on  all  subjects,  Moultrie  cherished  him  living,  and 
he  has  done  justice  to  his  memory  when  dead — 
touching  lightly  upon  his  foibles — lamenting  over 
the  "  shapeless  wi'ecb  "  of  a  lost  mind — 

' '  by  wliat  mysterious  bane 
Of  jihysical  oi'  meiitfil  malady 
Disordet'd,  none  uan  toll." 

Dream  of  Life. 

Let  me  tm-n  to  Mr,  Moultrie  himself,  as  a  contri- 
butor to  "  The  Etonian." 

In  the  colloctcd  edition  of  "  Poems  by  John  Moul- 
trie," amongst  the  "  Poems  composed  between  the 
years  1818  and  1828,"  there  are  found  those  most 
touching  and  gi-aphic  lines  which  first  gave  assurance 
to  the  world  of  his  rare  qualities  as  a  poet,  "  My 
Brother's  Grave  "  is  one  of  those  outpourings  of  the 
heart  that  never  fail  to  command  human  sympathy. 
The  two  longer  poems  in  "  The  Etonian,"  of  "Godiva" 
and  "Maimoune,"  are  not  reprinted  in  this  collection. 
"When,  in  18S7,  Mr.  Moultrie  was  looking  back  upon 
the  productions  of  1820,  be  might  probably  have 
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considered  that  the  occasional  levities  of  the  young 
student  of  nineteen  might  scarcely  be  deemed  fit  for 
republication  by  the  clergyman  of  six-and-tbirty. 
Yet  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  poems  should  not 
have  been  preserved,  other  than  as  a  portion  of  a 
Miscellany  now  scarce  and  little  known.  The  same 
minute  and  careful  excisions  which  have  been  be- 
stowed upon  the  long  poem  of  "  Sir  Launfal "  (the 
"La  BeUe  Tryamoiir"  of  "  Knighfs  Quarterly  Maga- 
zine") might  have  given  these  two  productions  a 
wider  celebrity.  The  two  or  three  fragments  which 
are  republished  offer  no  adequate  idea  of  the  more 
than  cleverness  of  these  early  poems.  In  the  stanzas 
which  tell  the  well-known  story  of  the  gentle  lady  of 
Coventry,  there  are  passages  of  rare  beauty,  which 
may  justly  compete  with  the  "  Godiva  "  of  Tennyson, 
written  ten  yeai-s  afterwaiiis.  "Maimoune"  is  more 
unequal;  and  there  are  occasional  licences  in  it 
which  now  would  call  up  frowns  from  some,  which 
might  have  been  smiles  forty  yeaa-s  ago.  But  the 
author  may  justly  claim  never  to  have  written  a 
verse  that  was  really  corrupting,  even  in  the  un- 
pi-uned  luxuriance  of  his  spring-time.  Looking  back 
upon  his  Eton  experiences  he  describes  his  chief 
poetical  characteristics : — 


"If 


my  sorg 


Hath  ever  found  its  way  to  gentle  hearts, 
'TwKB  by  the  nurture  anti  development 
Of  dormant  powers,  then  first  and  only  found. 
That  its  wild  nolea  were  &shioned  to  express 
A  natural  (endet-ness, " 

Dreem,  of  Life. 

Henry  Nelson  Coleridge  was  in  1820  a  scholar  of 
King's  College,  Cambridge.    At  the  time  when  he  was 
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a  contributor  to  "  Tho  Etonian"  he  bad  given  evidence 
of  his  great  abilities  and  scholarship,  by  winning  two 
of  Sir  William  Brown's  medals— one  for  the  Greek 
ode  and  one  for  the  Latin  ode.  His  poetical  faculty, 
although  not  of  a  common  order,  was  less  remarkable 
than  his  literary  taste.  Tho  nephew  of  Samuel 
Taylor  Coleridge,  his  admiration  of  those  who  were 
then  sneered  at  as  "the  Lake  School"  was  only 
natural.  But  it  req^uired  some  courage  in  the  young 
ci-itic  to  stand  up  to  defend  Wordsworth  and  Cole- 
ridge from  that  never-ceasing  ridicule  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Eeviewera,  which,  it  appears,  was  in  some 
favour  at  Eton.  He  did  more  than  this.  He 
endeavorned  to  explain  and  illustrate  Wordsworth  as 
a  very  singular  and  peculiar  poet,  quite  set  apart 
fi-om  the  troop  of  every-day  metrists,  and  living  and 
breathing  in  a  world  of  his  own.  When  Wordsworth 
was  then  spoken  of  as  a  gi-eat  poet,  the  ordinary 
question  was,  "Why  is  he  not  more  populai-r'  The 
process  throi^b  which  public  opinion  gradually  turns 
from  an  ephemeral  popularity,  permanently  to  repose 
upon  works  of  imagination  that  ai-e  not  extravagant 
stimulants,  is  admirably  illustrated  by  his  own  expe- 
rience :  — "  I  remember  distinctly,  when  '  Lalla  Kookh ' 
first  came  out,  I  read  it  through  at  one  sitting.  To 
say  I  was  delighted  with  it  is  a  poor  word  for  my 
feelii^ ;  I  was  ti-ansported  out  of  myself — entranced, 
or  what  you  will.  The  men  did  not  appear  to  me 
half  fierce  and  beautiful  enough,  and  the  women  bad 
nothing  in  their  eyes  at  all  like  those  of  the  gazelle ; 
—not  to  mention  that  tho  flowers  were  very  meagre, 
and  the  wind  cold,  and  the  cbapel-organ  out  of  tune, 
and  'the  blessed  Sun  himself  but  a  poor  substitute 
for  the  god  of  the  Guebres.     This  seems  extravagant. 
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and  yet  I  believe  that  many  a  young  hcai-t  haa  felt 
nearly  the  same,  if  those  feelings  were  uttered. 
Well — after  a  few  daya  it  occun-ed  to  me  as  some- 
thing very  odd  that  I  had  no  patience  now  with  old 
Homer,  or  Vii-gil,  or  even  Milton,  and  scarcely  with 
Shakspere ; — they  were  not  transporting  enough. 
This  made  me  reflect  upon  the  causes  which  could 
work  such  a  revolution  in  me ;  for  I  used  to  think 
the  aforesaid  poets  the  very  first  in  their  lines,  and 
lo  i  now  a  greater  than  they  had  swept  them  out  of 
my  favour  !  After  the  cooling  interval  of  three  weeks 
I  sat  down  to  read  this  book  again — but  oh !  'qiian- 
tv/m  'miitaius  ah  illo  Hectare!'  I  cannot  desciibe 
my  feelings,  but  suffice  it  to  say,  the  potent  chai'm 
had  vanished ;  but  still  I  was  bewitched  in  a  minor 
degi-ee  by  the  glare  and  dazzle  of  the  sceneiy  and 
the  music  of  the  vei-sifioation.  Will  you  believe  me, 
that  a  whole  year  aftei-wardsl  read  this  same  book  a 
third  time  ;  and  then  I  felt  and  knew,  as  all  will  feel 
and  know  who  will  take  the  trouble  of  making  the 
experiment,  that  the  only  parts  of  the  work  that  are 
worth  a  farthing  ai-e  precisely  those  which  are  the 
simplest,  the  most  plain,  and  free  from  the  beauties  of 
the  author,  and  which,  on  that  very  account,  I,  on  my 
first  aequaintance  with  him,  disliked  or  neglected." 

Hemy  Coleridge,  by  his  republication  of  "The 
Friend,"  and  other  materials  for  a  proper  estimation 
of  his  illustrious  uncle's  labom-s,  testified  in  his  ' 
maturer  yeai-s  a  profound  admiration  of  his  characti^r 
as  a  philosopher  and  a  critic.  But  the  Cambridge 
scholar,  while  regarding  him  as  the  greatest  poetical 
genius  of  that  day,  does  not  hesitate  to  ask,  "  Where 
are  we  to  find  in  Mr.  Coleridge's  philosophy  that 
solid,  sensible  ground  upon  which  we  may  ventiu-e  to 
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build  up  an  abiding-place  for  our  doubts  and  our 
desires  ?"  Such  are  the  changes  which  yeais  produce 
in  every  mind  in  which  the  process  of  educating 
itself  is  always  going  on. 

There  were  altogether  fifteen  contributors  to  "The 
Etonian."  I  have  mentioned  the  more  prominent. 
But  thei-e  was  no  one  who,  in  the  extent  and  variety 
of  his  articles,  approached  Mr.  Praed.  They  occupy 
more  than  a  fourth  of  the  whole  Miscellany.  His 
prose  contributions  are  far  leas  striking  than  his 
poetical.  His  vei-se  bore  a  remarkable  resemblance 
to  his  handwriting.  It  was  the  most  perfect  cali- 
graphy  I  ever  behold.  No  printer  could  mistake  a 
word  or  letter.  It  was  not  what  is  called  a  running- 
hand,  and  yet  it  was  written  with  rapidity,  as  I  have 
often  witnessed.  Such,  too,  was  the  flow  and  finish 
of  his  compositions.  In  the  poems  which  eai'liest 
appeared  in  "The  Etonian"  we  scarcely  trace  that 
pecuUar  vein  which  peeps  out  in  his  later  verse  in 
the  same  work.  And  yet  these  first  of  a  numerous 
series  are  essentially  different  from  the  common  run 
of  classical  imitations  or  juvenile  sentimentalities. 
"  The  Eve  of  Battle  "  is  an  example.  Eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty  ivas  sufficiently  nigh  the  year  of 
Waterloo  to  have  suggested  recollections  of  many  an 
Etonian  who  there  fell  For  those  who  closed  their 
career  in  the  Ciimea  there  is  a  memorial-window  at 
Eton.  Praed's  poem  is  moat  probably  a  memoi-ial, 
in  some  pai"ticulars,  of  real  pei-sons  who  had  left 
memories  of  their  happy  boyhood.  Yet  how  strik- 
ingly has  he  varied  their  characters  !  There,  is  "the 
beau  of  battle  ;"  there,  is  the  would-be  poet,  who 
"  on  the  fray  that'  is  to  be"  is  writing  "  a  Dirge  or 
Elogy ;"  there,  is  "  the  merriest  soul  that  ever  loved 
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the  circling  bowl ;"  there,  is  "  Etona's  wild  and  way- 
ward son"  who  ^vill  "treak  Frenchmen's  heads, 
instead  of  Priscian's;"  there,  is  "  Sir  Matthew  Chase," 
in  whose  dreams  "  blood  and  blood-horses  smoke  by 
turns."  How  unlike  the  thoughts  of  eighteen  is  the 
desa-iption  of  a  youth  who  was  "all  by  turns,  and 
nothing  long:" — 

"  A  friend  by  turns  to  saints  and  sinnura. 
Attending  lectures,  plays,  aad  dinnera, 
TllB  Commona'  Housa,  and  Common  Halla, 
Chapels  of  eaae, — and  Tattersall's ; 
Skilfnl  in  fencing  and  in  fist. 
Blood— critic— jockey— methodist ; 
CanaeleBS  alike  in  joy— or  sorrow, 
Tory  to-day  and  Whig  to-morrow, 
AH  haMts  and  all  shapes  he  wore, 
And  lov'd,  and  laugh'cl,  and  pray'd,  and  swore." 

In  the  eighth  Number  of  "The  Etonian ,"  Pi-aed 
found  out  his  forte  of  poetical  narrative,  iu  which  the 
legendary  stories  of  the  old  Romances  are  told  with 
touches  of  wit  and  humour,  far  more  effective  than 
the  coarse  burlesque  of  such  forgotten  modernizations 
as  "  The  Dragon  of  Wantley,"  As  an  example  of 
his  clever  management  of  antithetical  images  take 
these  lines  of  "Gog:" 

"  Oh  r  Arthur's  days  were  Messed  days. 
When  ail  was  wit,  and  worfii,  and  praise  ; 
And  planting  thrusts  and  planting  oaks. 
And  cracking  nuts  and  cracking  jokes. 
And  turning  out  the  toea  and  filtings, 
And  jousta,  and  joumeyings,  and  jillinge. 
Lord  !  what  a  stem  and  atuiming  rout 
As  tall  Adventure  strode  about, 
Eang  through  the  land ;  for  there  wera  diieU 
For  lovfl  of  dames  and  love  of  jewels ; 
And  steeds  that  carried  knight  and  prinoo 
As  never  steeds  have  cniTicd  since  ; 


Ho,t,db,  Google 


THE   FIRST   EPOCH.  207 

And  Heavy  lords  and  heavy  lances ; 
Aiid  strange  unfnsliionablo  dances ; 
And  endlflss  bustle  and  turmoil, 
In  vain  dispntaa  for  fame  and  spoil. 
Manners  and  voikIb  wers  very  rougli ; 
Armour  and  beeves  were  very  toogh ; 
And  then — then  brightest  figures  far 
In  din  or  dinner,  peace  or  war — 
Dwarfs  sang  to  hidies  in  their  teens, 
And  giants  grew  as  thick  as  beans  ! " 

Mr.  Pmed  left  Eton  for  Trinity  College  at  the 
summer  vacation  of  1821.  In  his  parting  poem  of 
"Surly  Hall"  he  thus  apostrophizes  Eton : 

"  A  few  shoi't  hours,  and  I  am  bomo 
Par  from  the  fetters  I  have  worn ; 
A  few  short  hours,  and  I  am  frea  1 
And  yet  I  shrink  from  liberty ; 
And  look,  and  long  to  give  ray  soul 
Back  to  thy  ohorisMag  control. 
Control  1  ah,  no  1  thy  chain  was  meaat 
Far  less  for  bond  than  ornament  j 
And  though  its  links  be  firmly  sot, 
I  never  found  tliem  gall  me  yet. 
Oh  !  slili,  thtougii  many  ohequer'd  year^ 
'Mid  anxious  toils,  and  hopes,  and  fear^ 
Still  I  have  doted  on  thy  iiune. 
And  only  gloried  in  Ihy  name." 

In  Ml-.  Moultrie's  "  Maimoune,"  of  the  same  conclud- 
ing Number  of  "  The  Etonian,"  he  half  seriously 
alludes  to  the  approaching  privation  of  tliat  vehicle 
for  his  poetical  effusious  which  had  grown  out  of  the 
manuscript  "College  Magazine"  which  he  conducted. 
"  Sweet  Muse,"  he  says, 

"  'Tis  a  sad  bore  to  havo  thy  fancies  penb 
■Within  my  brain — all  joys  of  printing  flown — 
No  praise  my  dear  anonymous  state  to  sweeten, 
And  all  because  some  folks  are  leaving  Eton." 
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In  the  concluding  Number  of  "  The  Etonian"  the 
hst  of  fifteen  Contributors  is  eigned,  as  Editors,  by 
"Walter  Blunt,  Winthrop  Mackworth  Praed."  In  a 
parting  address.  Peregrine  Conrtenay  thus  gracefully 
records  his  obligat'^ns  t-r  hi*!  o-Jitorial  coadjutor: 
"  Most  of  all,  I  have  to  speak  my  feelings  to  him, 
who,  at  my  earnest  solicitations,  undertook  to  bear 
aa  equal  portion  of  my  fatigues  and  my  responsi- 
bility,— to  him,  who  has  performed  so  diligently  the 
labours  which  he  entered  upon  so  reluctantly,— to 
him,  who  has  been  the  constant  companion  of  my 
hopes  and  fears,  my  good  and  ill  fortune, — to  him, 
who,  by  the  assiduity  of  his  own  attention,  and  the 
genius  of  the  contributora  whose  good  offices  he 
secured,  has  ensured  the  success  of  '  The  Etonian.' " 

Deeply  did  I  regret  my  separation  from  two 
or  three  with  whom  an  intimacy  had  grown  up, 
which,  in  spite  of  the  differences  of  ages  and  pur- 
suits, was  something  higher  than  the  cold  inter- 
course of  business.  Some  months  had  passed  away. 
Ml-.  Praed  was  now  a  Brown's  medallist  for  the 
Greek  ode  and  for  Epigi-ams.  In  Decembei', 
1822,  I  received  from  him  a  letter  which  materially 
influenced  my  determination  to  enter  upon  a  now 
career  :  "  I  shall  labour  in  no  periodical  vocation 
until  you  pubhsh  one  in  which  I  can  be  of  service 
to  you ;  and  divers  other  Etonians  long  to  hear 
of  your  happy  establishment  in  town."  I  spent 
a  week  most  pleasantly  at  Cambridge.  I  was  wel- 
comed by  a  knot  of  young  men  who  belonged,  as 
one  of  them  has  described,  to 

"  a  gancration  nobler  far 
Thsn  that  wliicii  went  before  it^— more  atliirat 
For  knowledge — more  intent  on  loftiest  schemes 
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And  purposes  of  good — and  if  more  prone 
To  daring  speculation — apt  to  tretid 
More  venturoua  paths— yet  puree  from  the  stain 
Of  gross  and  Benaual  vico." 

The  Drsmn  oj  Life. 

In  addition  to  those  I  had  previously  known  in  con- 
nesion  with  "  The  Etonian,"  I  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
Derwent  Coleridge,  Mr.  Maiden,  and  Mr.  Macaulay, 
It  was  a  cold  and  wet  season,  but  I  was  well  pleased 
to  wander  with  such  intelligent  guides  amongst  those 
venerable  buUdit^s,  which  had  then  lost  little  of 
their  antique  character;  to  look  into  libraries  and 
0  see  something  of  the  observances  of 
;  life,  in  prayers  at  Chapel  and  dinner's  in 
Hall ;  to  ride  to  Ely  along  slushy  causeways,  which 
■were  in  parts  flooded  by  the  waters  of  the  fens,  with 
baby-windmills  striving  to  keep  them  down.  In 
the  mornings  there  were  pleasant  breakfasts  and 
luncheons  ;  in  the  evenings  cheerful  wine-parties, — 
and  sometimes  the  famous  milk-punch  of  Tiinity 
and  of  King's.  But  there  was  no  excess.  Amongst 
my  enjoyments  the  general  plan  of  "  Knight's 
Quarterly  Magazine"  was  settled. 
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I  HE  title  of  our  projected  work  had  not  been 
decided  wlien  contributions  reaciied  me, 
sufficient  in  number  and  quality  to  indi- 
cate that  my  Cambridge  friends  were 
thoroughly  in  eamsst.  The  "  English  Magazine  " 
■was  rather  a  favourite  name  ■with  us.  I  scarcely 
recollect  how  "Knight's  Quarterly  Magazine"  was 
adopted*  but  there  appeal's  to  have  been  no  doubt 
upon  the  point  when  Mr.  Praed  sent  me  his  opening 
article,  called  "  Castle  Vernon."  A  very  singular 
paper  it  wa^  quite  removed  from  the  ordinary  tone 
of  what  Leigh  Hunt  has  somewhere  designated  as 
the  most  amiable  but  least  interesting  part  of  a  book. 
The  only  prospectus  which  I  issued  was  an  extract 
from  this  eccentiic  Introduction : 

"  To  the  Lady  Mary  Vernon,  the  Mistress  of  all 

Harmony,  the  Queen  of  all  Wits,  the  Brightest 

of    all     Belles,     we,    the     undersigned,    send 

greeting : 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  are  a  knot  of  young  men, 

of  various  forms  and  features — of  more  various  talents 

and  inclinations ;  agreeing  in  nothiag,  save  in  two 

essential  points — a  warm  liking  for  one  another,  and 

a  very  profound  devotion  for  your  I 

"  Some  of  us  have  no  occupation. 

"  Some  of  us  have  no  money. 
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"  Some  of  U8  are  desperately  in  love. 

"  Some  of  us  are  desperately  in  debt. 

"  Many  of  us  are  very  clever,  and  wish  to  convince 
the  Public  of  the  fact, 

"  Several  of  us  have  never  written  a  line. 

"  Several  of  ua  have  written  a  great  many,  and 
wish  to  write  more. 

"  For  all  these  reasons,  we  intend  to  write  a  Book. 

"  We  will  not  compile  a  lumbering  quailo  of  Tra- 
vels, to  be  bound  in  Russia,  and  skimmed  in  the 
Quaa-terly,  and  bought  by  the  country  book-clubs ; — ■ 
nor  a  biting  Politicsd  Pamphlet,  to  be  praised  by 
everybody  on  one  side,  and  abused  by  everybody  on 
the  other,  and  read  by  nobody  at  all ;— nor  a  Philo- 
sophical Essay,  to  be  marvelled  at  by  the  few,  and 
shuddered  at  by  the  many,  and  prosecuted  by  Hia 
Majesty's  Attorney-General  ; — nor  a  little  Epic 
Poem  in  twenty-four  books,  to  be  loved  by  the 
milliners,  and  lauded  in  the  '  Literary  Gazette,'  and 
burnt  by  your  Ladyship. 

"  But  a  Book  of  some  sort  we  ai-e  resolved  to  write. 
We  will  go  forth  to  the  world  once  a  quarter,  in  high 
spirits  and  handsome  type,  and  a  modest  dress  of 
drab,  with  verse  and  prose,  criticism  and  witticism, 
fond  love  and  loud  laughter ;  everything  that  is  light 
and  warm,  and  fantastic,  and  beautiful,  shall  be  the 
offering  we  will  bear ;  while  we  will  leave  the  Nation 
to  the  care  of  the  Parliament,  and  the  Church  to  the 
Bishop  of  Peterborough.  And  to  this  end  we  will 
give  up  to  colder  lips  and  duller  souls  their  gross  and 
terrestrial  food ;  we  will  not  interfere  with  the  saddle 
or  the  sirloin,  the  brandy-bottle  or  the  puneh-bowl ; 
— our  food  shall  be  of  the  spicy  curry  and  the  glisten- 
ing champagne  ;  our  inspiration  shall  be  the  thanks 
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of  pleasant  voices,  and  the  smiles  of  sparkling  eyes. 
We  grasp  at  no  renown — we  pi-ay  for  no  immortality; 
but  we  trust,  that  in  the  voyage  it  shall  be  our  destiny 
to  run,  -we  shall  waken  many  glowing  feelings,  and 
revive  many  agreeable  recollections  ;  we  shall  make 
many  jokes  and  many  friends ;  we  shall  enliven  our- 
selves and  the  public  together  ;  and  when  we  meet 
ai-ound  some  meny  heai-th  to  discuss  the  past  and 
the  future,  our  projects,  and  our  success,  we  shall 
give  a  zest  to  our  bottle  and  our  debate  by  drinking 
a  health  to  all  who  read  ua,  and  three  healths  to  all 
who  praise." 

Twenty-five  signatures  followed  this  address  to 
"  the  idol  before  whom  they  were  to  prostrate  their 
hearts  and  their  papers."  Some  eight  or  ten  of  these 
mmis  de  guerre  clung  to  the  real  men  during  their 
connexion  with  the  Magazine,  Take  as  the  more 
distinguished  examples ; — ■ 

PEEEGBrNB  COCKTEMY    1     ^y^^^^^^  MACKWOBTH   PKAED. 

Vyvyah  Joyedsb   .         ^ 


GeKAED  iloNTCOMERI 

DAYENiNT  Cecil  . 
Tristbam  Mebton  , 
Edward  HASELroor 
Hamilton  Muetiav 
JOSBPU  Hallbh,     . 


John  Moulthie. 

DlUi-WKNT   COLEKIDOE. 

Thomas  Babisgtob  Macauiay. 
"William  Sidhey  Walker. 
Henry  Maldbs. 
Henky  Helsoit  Coleridge. 


Peregrine  Courtenay  was  the  signature  of  Praed  in 
"The  Etonian."  Vyvyan  Joyeuse  was  the  one  he 
adopted  for  his  gay  and  laughing  moods  in  the 
"Quarterly  Magazine."  The  name  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  description  of  him  who  bore  it,  when 
he  was  called  up  to  explain  to  Lady  Mary  and  her 
coterie  the  meaning  of  the  address  which  had  been 
presented  to  her  :   "  '  You  shall  call  nobody  but  me.' 
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cried  a  shrill  voice ;  '  you  shall  call  nobody  but  me, 
Vyvyan  Joyeuse !  *  And  immediately  a  whimsical 
apparition  leaped  with  an  opera  step  into  the  front  of 
the  battalia ;  a  tall  thin  youth,  with  long  sallow  fea- 
tures ;  -thick  brown  hair  curled  attentively,  and  small 
gray  eyes.  He  threw  a  quick  shifting  glance  upon 
his  auditors,  and  then,  dangling  the  ribbon  of  his 
glass  with  both  hands,  stood  prepared  for  his  in- 
teiTogator."  Christopher  North  introduced  Vyvyan 
Joyeuse  into  his  "  Noctes,"  when  he  described  the 
Mi^azine  as  "  a  gentlemanly  Miscellany,  got  together 
by  a  clan  of  young  scholars,  who  look  upon  the  world 
with  a  cheerful  eye,  and  all  its  on-goings  with  a  spirit 
of  hopeful  kindness."  There  is  another  portrait 
drawn  by  Praed,  in  which,  as  in  many  sketches  ap- 
proaching to  caricatiux!— such  as  those  of  H.  B,  forty 
years  ago — we  may  trace  the  best  likenesses  of  emi- 
nent men  who  lived  on  into  another  generation : 

" '  Tristram  Merton,  come  into  court.'  There  came 
up  a  short  manly  figure,  marvellously  upright,  with 
a  bad  neckcloth,  and  one  hand  in  his  waistcoat- 
pocket.  Of  regular  beauty  he  had  little  to  boast ; 
but  in  faces  whei'e  there  is  an  expression  of  great 
power,  or  of  great  good  humour,  or  of  both,  you  do 
not  regret  its  absence. 

" '  They  were  glorious  days,'  he  said,  with  a  bend, 
and  a  look  of  chivalrous  gallantry  to  the  circle  ai-ound 
him,  '  they  were  glorious  days  for  old  Athens  when 
all  she  held  of  witty  and  of  wise,  of  brave  and  of 
beautiful,  was  collected,  in  the  drawing-room  of 
Aspasia,  In  those,  the  brightest  and  the  noblest 
times  of  Greece,  there  was  no  feeling  so  strong  as  the 
devotion  of  youth,  no  talisman  of  such  virtue  as  tho 
smile  of  beauty.     Aspasia  was  the  arbitress  of  peace 
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and  war,  the  queen  of  arts  and  arms,  the  Pallas  of 
the  spear  and  the  pen  :  we  have  looked  back  to  those 
golden  hours  with  transport  and  with  longing.  Here 
our  classical  dreams  shall  in  some  sort  wear  a  dress  of 
reality.  He  who  has  not  the  piety  of  a  Socrates, 
may  at  least  fall  down  before  as  lovely  a  divinity ; 
he  who  has  not  the  power  of  a  Pericles  may  at  least 
kneel  before  as  beautiful  an  Aapasia.' 

"His  tone  had  just  so  much  earnest  that  what  he 
said  was  felt  as  a  compliment,  and  just  so  much 
banter  that  it  was  felt  to  be  nothing  more.  As  he 
concluded  he  dropped  on  one  knee,  and  paused. 

" '  Tristram,'  said  the  Attorney-General,  '  we  really 
are  sorry  to  cramp  a  culprit  in  his  line  of  defence  ; 
but  the  time  of  the  court  must  not  be  taken  up.  If 
you  can  speak  ten  words  to  the  purpose ' 

" '  Prythee,  Frederic,'  retorted  the  other,  '  leave 
me  to  manage  my  own  course.  I  have  an  aixluous 
journey  to  run  ;  and,  in  such  a  circle,  like  the  poor 
prince  in  the  Arabian  Tales,  I  must  be  fi-ozen  into 
stone  before  I  can  finish  my  task  without  turning  to 
the  right  or  the  left.' 

"'For  the  love  you  boar  us,  a  truco  to  yom- 
similes :  they  shall  be  felony  ^vithout  benefit  of 
clergy ;  and  silence  for  an  hour  shall  be  the  penalty.' 

"'A  penalty  for  similes!  horrible!  Paul  of 
Russia  prohibited  round  hats,  and  Ghihu  of  China 
denounced  white  teeth ;  but  this  is  atrocious ! ' 

" '  I  beseech  you,  Tristram,  if  you  can  for  a  moment 
foi^t  your  omniscience,  let  us 

'"I  will  endeavour.  It  is  related  of  Zoroaster, 
that '" 

Others  of  the  "knot  of  young  men — of  various 
forms  and  features,  of  more  various  habits  and  incli- 
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nations,"  were  called  before  "  the  Mistress  of  all 
Harmony."  There  was  Cecil,  of  -whose  character  no 
idea  could  be  conveyed  in  the  compass  of  a  few  lines, 
"  except  that  which  will  be  naturally  associated  with 
a  highly-flushed  cheek,  and  a  magnificent  forehead, 
and  thick  black  hair."  There  were  others  whose 
names  figured  in  the  address  who  were  not  called  at 
all.  Mr.  Peregrine  Courtenay  "having  said  a  few 
words  in  kind  remembrance  of  his  quondaTH  passages 
with  Mr.  C.  Knight,"  it  was  resolved  that  "  the  most 
entertaining  publication  of  the  day  be  immediately 
set  on  foot,  under  the  title  of  '  Knight's  Quarterly 
Magazine.' "  But  there  was  no  chance  of  coming  to 
a  conclusion  upon  the  question,  "  who  was  to  edite 
the  work  1 "  The  publisher  drifted  into  the  editor- 
ship, much  against  his  will ;  but  if  his  anomalous 
power  had  its  pains,  it  had  also  its  pleasures. 

There  is  perhaps  no  happiness  of  the  editorial  life 
equal  to  that  of  first  reading  the  manuscript  of  a  con- 
tributor in  which  original  genius  is  so  manifest  that 
none  but  a  blockhead  would  venture  upon  an  altera- 
tion. I  have,  however,  aeen  a  little  of  such  block- 
heads in  my  day — real  live  editors,  obtuse  and 
prosaic  as  the  mysterious  Mr.  Perkins  of  the  Shak- 
spei'e  foho.  Very  early  amongst  the  contributions 
came  "La  Belle  Tryamour,"  which  Mr.  Moultrie 
described  as  "the  threatened  Eeppo,"  which,  if 
I  thought  it  too  long,  or  had  better  matter  to 
supply  its  place,  I  was  to  pack  off  without  ceremony. 
I  did  not  avail  myself  of  the  permission.  One  con- 
tribution of  no  common  order  was  at  least  seciured. 
In  a  week  or  two  followed  a  prose  contribution. 
Those  who  do  not  possess,  or  cannot  obtain — even  at 
such  cost  as  that  of  works  figuring  in  old  catalogues 
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as  rare — the  "Quarterly  Magazine,"  wliicb  the  intel- 
ligent public  of  forty  years  ago  did  not  exactly 
appreciate,  may  find  the  noble  "Fragments  of  a 
lloman  Tale  "  preserved  from  oblivion  in  the  "  Mis- 
cellaneous Writings  of  Lord  Macaulay."  They  may 
also  find  there  an  article  on  "  The  Eoyal  Society  of 
Literature."  If  they  should  not  care  to  trace  how 
the  scheme  of  patronage  for  the  incubation  of  great 
authors  was  mauled  by  one  who  was  to  take  the 
foremost  rank  amongst  those  who  have  but  one 
patron,  the  public,  he  may  be  struck  with  the  apo- 
logue that  clenches  the  argument,  "About  four 
hundred  years  after  the  deluge,  when  King  Gomec 
Chephoraod  re^ed  in  Babylon, — and  was  so  popular 
that  the  clay  of  all  the  plains  round  the  Euphrates 
could  scarcely  furnish  brick-kilns  enough  for  his 
eulogists,  at  a  time  when  all  authors  inscribed  their 
compositions  on  massive  bricks— this  beneficent 
Prince  was  petitioned  that  he  should  take  order  that 
his  people  should  only  drink  good  wine.  A  decree 
was  passed  that  great  rewards  should  be  bestowed 
upon  the  man  who  should  make  ten  measures  of  the 
best  wine.  The  examiners,  assembled  to  judge  the 
wine,  decided  that  all  sent  in  was  httle  better  than 
poison.  There  had  been  a  singularly  good  season, 
hut  the  only  b;ul  wine  was  that  tasted  by  the  judges. 
Who  can  explain  this?  said  the  King.  An  old 
philosopher  then  came  forward,  and  spoke  thus : 

"  '  Gomer  Chephoraod,  live  for  ever  !  Marvel  not  at 
that  which  has  happened.  It  was  no  mirade,  but  a 
natural  event.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  'i  It  is 
true  that  much  good  wine  has  been  made  this  year ; 
but  who  would  send  it  in  for  thy  rewards  ?  Thou 
kaowest  Ascobarach,  who  hath  the  great  vineyards 
10 
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in  the  north,  and  Cohahirotb,  who  sendeth  wine  every 
year  from  the  south  over  the  Persian  Gulf.  Theii 
■wines  are  so  delicious  that  ten  measures  thereof  ai'e 
sold  for  an  hundred  talents  of  silver.  Thinkest  thou 
that  they  will  exchange  them  for  thy  slaves  and  thine 
aases  ?  What  would  thy  prize  profit  any  who  have 
vineyards  in  rich  soils  1 ' 

" '  Who,  then,'  said  one  of  the  judges,  '  are  the 
wretches  who  sent  us  this  poison  t ' 

"'Blame  them  not,'  said  the  sage,  'seeing  that 
you  have  been  the  authors  of  the  evil.  They  are 
men  whose  lands  are  poor,  and  have  never  yielded 
them  any  returns  equal  to  the  prizes  which  the  King 
proposed.  Wherefore,  knowing  that  the  lords  of  the 
fi-uitful  vineyards  would  not  enter  into  competition 
with  them,  they  planted  vines,  some  on  rocks,  and 
some  in  light  sandy  soil,  and  some  in  deep  clay. 
Hence  their  wines  are  bad.  For  no  culture  or  re- 
ward will  make  ban-en  land  bear  good  vines.  Know, 
therefore,  assuredly,  that  your  prizes  have  inei«ased 
the  quantity  of  bad  but  not  of  good  wiue.' 

"  There  was  a  long  silence.  At  length  the  King 
spoke.  '  Give  him  the  purple  robe  and  the  chain  of 
gold.  Throw  the  wine  into  the  Euphrates ;  and  pro- 
claim the  Eoyal  Society  of  Wines  is  dissolved.'  " 

There  was  another  prose  article  by  Mr.  Maeaulay 
in  the  first  number  of  the  Magazine  which  has  not 
been  reprinted.  The  evil  which  was  there  combated 
with  unusual  energy  was  remedied  when  the  young 
writer,  who  had  been  bred  up  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
school  of  Wilberforce  to  which  his  father  belonged, 
had  become  a  legislator.  It  was  before  the  days  of 
his  political  responsibility  that  he  thus  introduced 
the  article  on  "West  Indian  Slavery": — "We  espouse 
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no  party.  Zadig  liimself  did  not  listen  to  the  memo- 
rable controversy  about  Zoroaster  and  his  griffins 
■with  more  composure  and  impai'tiality  than  we  hope 
to  display  on  most  of  the  subjects  which  interest 
politicians.  We  are  neutrals."  To  write  against 
Slavery  seemed  likely  to  have  interested  "  the  Olap- 
ham  sect"  in  the  " Quarterly  Magazine " — perhaps 
to  have  induced  them  to  tolerate  even  its  occasional 
levity.  Painful  must  have  been  the  stm^le  when 
Macaulay  felt  himself  compelled  to  secede  after  the 
publication  of  the  first  number.  But  how  honourable 
to  his  memory  is  the  letter  which  he  addressed  to  me, 
ajid  which  this  conviction  would  alone  induce  me  to 
publish : — 


"  My  dear  Sir, — As  I  fear  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  contribute  to  your  Magazine  for  the  future, 
I  think  it  due  to  you  and  to  myself  to  acquaint  you, 
without  reserve,  of  the  cii-cumstances  which  have 
influenced  me. 

"  You  are  probably  awai-e  that  there  are  among  my 
family  connections  several  persons  of  rigidly  religious 
sentiments.  My  father,  in  particular,  is,  I  believe, 
generally  known  to  entertain  in  their  utmost  extent 
what  are  denominated  evangelical  opinions.  Several 
articles  in  our  first  number,  one  or  two  of  my  own  in 
particular,  appeared  to  give  him  great  uneasiness. 
I  need  not  say  that  I  do  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
partake  of  his  scruples.  Nor  have  I  at  all  dissembled 
the  complete  discrepancy  which  exists  between  bis 
opinions  and  mine.  At  the  same  time,  gratitude, 
duty,  and  prudence,  alike  compel  me  to  respect  pi-e- 
3  which  I  do  not  in  the  slightest  degree  share. 
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And,  for  the  present,  I  must  desist  from  taking  any 
part  in  the  '  Quarterly  Magazine.' 

"The  sacrifice  gives  me  considerable  paiu.  The 
Magazine  formed  a  connecting  tie  between  me  and 
some  very  dear  friends,  from  whom  1  am  now  sepa^ 
rated,  probably  for  a  very  long  time  ;  and  I  should 
feel  still  more  concerned  if  I  could  imagine  that  any 
inconvenience  could  result  from  my  conduct. 

"  I  shall  probably  be  in  Loudon  in  about  a  month. 
I  will  then  explain  my  motives  to  you  more  fully. 
In  the  meantime,  I  can  only  say  that  all  that  has 
passed  between  us  increases  my  regrets  for  the  ter- 
mination of  our  connection,  and  my  wishes  that  it 
may  be   renewed  under  more  favourable    ciroum- 


"  Let  me  beg  that  you  will  communicate  what  I 
have  said  to  nobody  excepting  Coleridge,  Moultrie, 
Praed,  and  Maiden ;  and  to  them  under  tlio  injunc- 
tion of  seci-ecy, 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

"T.  B.  Macaulay." 

Derwent  Coleridge,  who  has  been  addressed  by  his 
bosom  friend  as 

"  A  poet's  child,  thyself  a  poet  bom,'' 

contributed  "Beauty,  a  Lyrical  Poem."  Henry 
Nelson  Coleridge  sent  a  paper  full  of  deep  thought 
eloquently  expressed,. "  Scibile,"-^a  paper  which  De 
Quincey,  writing  to  me  some  months  after  its  publi- 
cation, regarded  as  truly  admirable.  Henry  Maiden 
furnished  a  graceful  Italian  tale,  "  Agostino  della 
Monterosa,"  in  which  the  romantic  superstitions  of 
the  Middle  Ages  are  reproduced  with  the  complete- 
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neea  of  a  Ml  knowledge.  He  describes  an  enthusiast 
whose  mind  was  subdued  by  the  arts  of  a  false  friend 
to  believe  in  "the  secrets  of  the  Rosy  Cross,  and  of 
those  spirits  of  the  elements  who  pervade  all  that  we 
hear  and  see  and  touch,  although  we  hear  them  not, 
and  see  them  not,  and  feel  them  not," — (a  nobler 
form  of  credulity,  it  seems  to  me,  than  a  behef  in 
spirits  whose  presence  is  indicated  by  rapping  and 
table-lifting) — to  heUeve  in  tales  of  unhappy  spirits 
lingering  over  gi-aves  and  charnel-houses,  of  unquiet 
tenants  of  the  tomb ;  of  mighty  magicians.  "  He 
pored  over  ancient  chronicles,  and  read  of  the  black 
Boy  who  was  the  attendant  of  Julius  Oassar,  and  who, 
though  he  lived  many  years,  grew  never  the  older ; — 
of  the  strange  knight,  who  came,  sore  spent  with 
travel,  on  a  huge-boned  mulbeny-eoloured  horse,  to 
the  court  of  Charlemagne ;  and  no  one  knew  his 
name  or  lineage,  or  whence  he  came,  yet  he  was  ever 
with  the  Emperor,  who  did  nothing  that  he  did  with- 
out his  counsel,  save  when  he  went  down  to  the  great 
battle  of  Eoncesvallea ;  and  the  strange  knight  went 
into  the  battle,  and  came  not  out  of  it,  yet  was  not 
his  body  found  among  the  slaughtered  Paladins ; — 
and  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  dwarf  with  the  yeUow 
beard,  who  had  the  secret  eai'  of  the  Soldan  Saladin, 
and  went  with  him  wherever  he  went,  save  into  the 
holy  city  of  Jerusalem.  On  tales  as  wild  as  these  he 
suffered  his  mind  to  dwell  with  a  blind  andvisionaiy 
faith,  and  he  was  filled  with  a  vague  aud  anxious 
longing  for  such  supernatural  converse."  The  power 
displayed  in  this  tale  might  almost  lead  one  to 
lament  that  such  qualities  of  genius  should  have 
merged  into  a  Ufe  of  unambitious  usefulness,  did  we 
not  know  that  in  such  a  hfe — that  of  the  trainer 
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of  the  young  to  sound  learning,  that  of  a  teacher 
commanding  obedience  through  love— the  truest 
happiness  and  honour  are  to  be  found. 

The  smaller  poetical  contributions  of  the  Magazine 
■were  to  be  grouped  in  a  concluding  paper,  entitled, 
"  What  you  will."  In  the  first  number  we  have  some 
exquisite  Sonnets  by  Moultrie,  which  have  been 
reprinted  in  his  collected  Poems.  We  have  one  of 
Praed's  charming  Enigmas.  We  have,  what  no  one 
would  expect  to  find,  amatory  verses  by  Tristram 
Merton,  who  might  perhaps  have  rivalled  "Tom 
Moore,"  had  he  not  been  bom  for  higher  things.  It 
is  almost  needless  to  say  that  there  is  no  reprint  in 
"Lord  Macaiilay's  Miscellaneous  Works"  of  the 
ballad  of  which  we  give  two  stanzas : — 

"  Oh  RoBamond  !  how  sweat  it  were,  on  some  fine  summer  dawn, 
Witli  thee  to  wander,  hand  in  hand,  upon  the  dewy  lawn, 
■When  flowers  aJid    heapa  of    new-mown    grass    perfume  the 

morning  breeze, 
And  round  tie   straw-liuilt  hive  resounds   tie  murmur  of  the 

To  see  the  distant  mountdn-topE  empurpled  by  tlie  ray, 
And  look  along  tlie  spreading  vale  to  the  oaean  far  away  ; 
O'er  russet  heaths,  and  glancing  rills,  and  massy  forests  green. 
And  curling  smoke  of  cottages,  and  daik  grey  spires  between. 
"  And  oh  I  how  passing  sweet  it  ware,  ilirough  the  long  sunny  day, 
To  gaze  upon  thy  lovely  face,  to  gaie  roysalf  away, 
While  thou  beneath  a,  mountBin-aaii,  upon  a  mossy  seat, 
Shouldst  sing  a  low  wild  song  to  mo,  reolining  at  thy  feet  1 
And  oh  I  to  see  thee,  in  some  mood  of  playful  toil,  entwine 
Bound  the  graen  ti'ellioe  of  our  bower  the  rose  and  eglantine. 
Still  laying  on  my  soul  and  sense  a  new  and  mystic  ehaim 
At  every  turn  of  thy  fairy  shape  and  of  thy  snowj-  arm  I" 

The  secession  of  Macaulay  was  felt  by  all  of  us  as 
an  almost  irreparable  loss.  There  was  one  of  our 
band  whose  energies  were  ever  called  forth  with  new 
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vigour  under  pres-sure  and  difficulty.  Praed  had  that 
coafidence  in  his  owq  powers  which  is  at  the  root  of 
ali  greatness,  and  which  ia  far  removed  from  the 
vanity  of  mediocrity.  Amidst  the  disappointments 
which  had  arisen,  he  wrote  to  me  to  entreat  that  I 
would  not  think  of  postponing  the  appearance  of  the 
second  numher.  "For  myself,  I  will  give  night  and  day 
to  the  Ma.gazine,  rather  than  see  it  so  assassinated." 
He  amply  redeemed  his  pledge.  He  produced  for 
that  number  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  whole — the 
first  canto  of  his  Poem  "  The  Troubadour,"  and  five 
prose  articles.  My  other  Cambridge  allies  seconded 
his  endeavours.  But  I  had  also  looked  around  me 
amongst  my  own  old  familiar  friends.  Such  a  fiiend 
was  Matthew  Hill.  We  had  often  planned  hteraiy 
entei-prises  in  concert,  in  the  days  when  the  young 
barrister  was  struggling,  as  most  lawyers  have  to 
struggle,  when  the  collar  presses  hard  upon  the  weai 
but  willing  horee  if  he  be  permitted  to  work,  and 
when  hope  defon-ed  presses  still  hardor  when  no 
profitable  work  falls  in  his  way.  Of  those  times  my 
friend  had  vivid  recollections,  and  he  gave  utterance 
to  them  in  "  My  Maiden  Brief  "—that  paper  to  which 
an  eminent  judge  alluded  from  the  bench,  and  nodded 
kindly  to  the  stuff  gown  in  the  back  rows.  Hill 
contributed  also  a  very  striking  picture  of  the 
Staffordshire  Collieries  —  of  that  dreary  country 
through  which  I  walked  some  thirty  years  after- 
wai-ds  with  Chai-les  Dickens,  and  saw  whence  he 
had  derived  one  of  the  most  telling  scenes  of  the 
wanderings  of  "  Little  Nell."  But  Mr.  Hill's  vocation 
was  to  describe  the  people  of  this  region.  He  thus 
concludes  his  paper  : — "I  wished  to  preserve  some 
sketch,  while  the  original  is  yet  in  existence,  of  a 
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race  which  reiiuement,  that  fell  destroyer  of  charac- 
ter, has  hitherto  epai'ed.  Soon  will  these  be  tales  of 
other  times.  The  primitive  simplicity  even  of  the 
collieries  is  threatened.  Already  have  the  eyes  of 
Bell  and  Lancaster  searched  out  this  spot  of  innocent 
seclusion ;  and  the  voice  of  education  -will  ere  long 
be  heard  above  the  wild  untutored  sounds  which 
have  so  long  chai'med  the  ears  of  the  traveller."  I 
am  not  sure  that  "the  voice  of  education"  is  yet 
very  powerful  in  the  land  where  the  dwellers  had 
"  no  similarity  either  in  speech  or  features  with  the 
peasantry  of  the  neighbouiing  districts."  If  my 
friend  could  spare  a  day  or  two  from  other  depart- 
ments of  "  Social  Science,"  it  might  be  worth  while 
for  him  to  go  over  the  ground  once  more,  to  compare 
1823  with  1863. 

In  this  second  number  of  the  Magazine  I  wrote 
a  paper,  upon  Mhich  I  may  not  improperly  say  a 
little,  as  it  in  some  measure  related  real  iacidents 
of  my  Working  Life.  "  An  unpublished  Episode  of 
Vathek  "  is  reprinted  in  my  volumes  of  "  Once  upon 
a  Time."  Mr.  Rutter,  an  enterprising  bookseller  of 
Shaftesbury,  had  proposed  to  me  to  publish  a  splen- 
didly illustrated  work,  which  he  was  preparing,  on 
Fonthill,  soon  after  the  period  when  the  wondrous 
building,  of  which  every  one  had  some  marvel  to 
relate  but  which  n^  one  had  ever  seen,  was  thrown 
open  to  those  who  chose  to  travel  over  Salisbury 
Plain,  and  pay  a  guinea  for  the  long-coveted  sight. 
Bekfudi,  says  my  tale,  the  superb  merchant,  had 
gone  on  for  many  moons  building  and  embellishing 
his  mosque,  and  living  in  a  round  of  selfish  enjoy- 
ment. But  gradually  Bekfudi  found  there  was  a 
limit  to  his   extravagance,       Bekfudi   was  in   debt. 
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"  He  resolved  to  invite  all  Samarah  to  see  his  mosque, 
and  purchase  liis  curiosities.  For  three  moona  all 
Samarah  went  mad.  Away  ran  the  idle  and  the 
busy  to  scramble  up  Bekfiidi's  tower,— to  wander 
about  his  long  galleries  upon  carpets  from  Cairo, 
— to  touch  his  gold  censers,  or  to  pore  upon  his 
curious  pictures.  As  to  his  books,  Bekfudi  carefully 
locked  them  up.  He  was  a  great  commentator,  and 
hie  relish  for  theological  speculations  led  him  to  fear 
that  his  performances  might  introduce  him  to  too 
close  an  acquaintance  with  the  mufti  and  the  cadL" 
I  was  amongst  the  curious,  and  had  an  agreeable 
holiday.  But  some  months  later  I  went  to  Fonthill 
to  assist  the  worthy  quaker  bookseller  of  Shaftesbuiy 
in  getting  up  his  quarto.  Fonthill  had  then  passed 
into  the  possession  of  Mi-.  Farquhar,  in  the  negotia- 
tion for  which  purchase  Mr.  Pliillips,  the  famous 
auctioneer  of  Bond  Street,  was  the  agent.  He  stipu- 
lated for  the  purchase  of  Fonthill  and  everything 
which  it  contained :  '"I  will  purchase  thy  lands  and 
thy  mosques,  and  thy  silken  draperies,  and  thy  woven 
cai-pets,  and  thy  golden  vessels,  and  thy  jewels,  and 
thy  books,  and  thy  pictures,  and  all  that  thy  palace 
contains ;  and  here,  without,  I  have  twenty  drome- 
daries laden  with  four  hundred  thousand  sequins, 
which  shall  be  thine.'  Bekfudi  was  in  a  rage,  but 
the  eloquence  of  the  dromedaries  prevailed ;  and 
that  night  the  little  Jew  locked  up  the  mosque  with 
the  airs  of  a  master."  At  this  juncture  I  went  to 
Fonthill.  Artists  were  there  making  drawings. 
Journalists  were  there  writing  elaborate  paragraphs, 
with  a  slight  tendency  to  puffi  My  fiiend  Stedman 
Whitwell  was  with  me,  and  we  rambled  freely  over 
the  American    gardens,   and  partook  of  the  choice 
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fruit  of  the  hothouses,  and  had  a  sumptuous  table 
every  day.  To  me  the  ostensible  lord  of  the  place, 
the  clever  auctioneer,  was  particularly  civil.  The 
first  night  I  was  led  by  him  through  a  long  comdor 
apait  from  the  saloons  and  galleiies  of  this  architec- 
tural marvel,  and  was  installed  in  a  chamber  of  state, 
■where  the  hangings  of  the  bod  were  of  velvet,  and 
the  chairs  were  of  ebony  reputed  to  have  belonged  to 
Wolsey.  I  sat  in  a  reverie,  moralizing  upon  the 
probable  dispersion  of  these  splendid  things,  when  I 
heard  a  whirr— my  was  candle  was  suddenly  extin- 
guished—the bat  that  had  dwelt  in  the  gorgeous 
draperies  was  hovering  about  me.  I  was  glad  to 
creep  into  the  downy  bed.  But  I  could  not  sleep. 
"  Why  rathei',  sleep,  liesfc  thou  in  smoky  cribs  ? " 
There  were  others  to  whom  sleep  was  that  night 
more  difficult  to  be  secured  than  to  myself.  Two  or 
three  adventurous  artists — I  think  George  Cattermole 
was  of  the  number — elected  to  lodge  in  the  dormi- 
tories of  the  great  tower,  some  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
above  the  floor  from  which  it  sprang.  Tho  wind 
rose ;  the  storm  grew  louder  and  louder ;  the  frail 
structure  rocked,  as  Gulliver's  cage  rocked  in  the 
eagle's  beak.  The  terrified  gueeta  rushed  down  the 
broad  stairs,  and  sat  drearily  in  the  dark  saloon  till 
the  daybreak  gave  them  assurance  of  safety.  But  I 
am  rambling  from  my  Episode  of  Vathek.  "  Within 
a  week  the  superb  merchant  began  to  indulge  a  wish 
for  the  possession  of  some  of  his  former  most  splendid 
baubles ;  he  bethought  him  that  his  free  habit  of 
expressing  his  thoughts  in  the  broad  margins  of  his 
beautiful  manuscripts  might  one  day  cause  some 
awkward  inquiries."  I  was  taken  by  my  host  to  the 
Library,     "You  are  free,"  he  said,    "to  make  any 
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transciipt  you  please  of  margiaal  notes  on  these 
books.  I  have  sent  an  invitation  to  Hazlitt  to  come 
also  ;  but  I  hear  that  he  has  not  got  beyond  Winter- 
slow  Hut."  Something  was  whispered  about  a  new 
book,  to  be  called  "  Fly  Leaves  from  FonthilL"  My 
curiosity  was  roused,  though  I  shrank  fix)m  making 
profit  by  book  or  ai'ticle  out  of  my  notes.  In  truth, 
as  far  as  I  could  trace,  there  was  littlo  in  these 
volumes  to  alarm  their  annotator  or  interest  the 
public.  I  need  not  have  tested  my  conscience.  When 
the  Library  had  been  glanced  at  by  profane  eyes  the 
object  was  accomplished.  "The  articles,"  says  the 
Episode,  "  were  selected,  but  the  Httle  Jew  had  yet 
to,  name  the  price.  Bekfudi  raved  and  tore  his  hair 
when  a  fourth  of  his  four  hundred  thousand  sequins 
were  denaanded  for  what  had  cost  even  him  not  a 
tenth  of  the  sum." 

The  second  number  of  the  Magazine  was  getting 
into  shape  in  the  middle  of  the  September  of  1823, 
although  its  publication  was  a  month  behind  its  due 
time.  With  me  this  was  a  pleasant  autumn.  Mr, 
Moultrie  had  come  to  reside  at  Eton.  We  had  friendly 
walks  together.  He  was  writing  the  second  Canto 
of  "  La  Belle  Ti-yamour,"  and  as  we  sat  on  the  lawn 
of  a  little  village  inn  he  was  rapidly  jotting  down 
his  verses.  In  a  piece  of  nonsense  which  I  also 
■wi-ote  aa  we  laughed  and  lounged,  I  said,  "  I  have 
seen,  as  I  watched  Gerard's  impassioned  countenance, 
the  infaucy  of  a  thought  struggling  into  energy  in 
its  perilous  contest  with  the  fetters  of  a  rhyme,  and 
at  last  triumph  in  the  maturity  of  a  stanza."  Mr. 
Dei-went  Coleridge  came  to  visit  Mr.  Moultrie.  He 
was  also  to  ^VTite  for  the  forthcoming  number.  I  dai-e 
say    he    forgave    me  when  I  ventured  to  say,  that 
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Ijefore  he  went  to  work  "Davenant  had  first  to  be 
delivered  of  a  theory  on  the  supernatural  creations  of 
Shakspere,  and  this  cai-ried  us  to  Racine  and 
Voltaire,  Aristotle  and  Confucius  ;  a  slight  disserta- 
tion on  the  merits  of  the  Italian  Platonists  led  us  to 
Germany ;  and  we  ended,  as  the  candles  were  brought, 
with  Kant  and  Ja€ob  Behmen." 

In  that  autumn  of  1S23,  looking  back  through 
four  decades,  I  see  a  youth  of  twenty-two,  and  a 
man  ten  years  his  senior — one  who  had  given  "  hos- 
tages to  fortune" — anxiously  engi^ed  in  discussing 
aU  the  circumstances  which  had  led  to  a  challenge  to 
fight  a  duel,  in  which  the  younger  was  to  be  one  of 
+he  principals.  My  wife  and  I  were  at  breakfast, 
when  Mr.  Praed  came  in,  looking  pale  and  anxious. 
He  begged  me  to  walk  out  with  him.  It  was  nearly 
the  end  of  the  term,  and  most  of  his  intimates  hau 
left  Cambridge.  He  had  come  to  town  by  the  early 
coach,  having  arranged  for  a  hostile  meeting,  in 
London,  with  a  gentleman  with  whom  he  had 
quarrelled  the  night  before.  The  subject  of  differ- 
ence had  been  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Bunker's 
Hill.  The  heat  of  argument  had  been  so  gi-eat,  that 
the  three  unforgiveable  words  which,  spoken  in  Par- 
liament, always  sent  honourable  members  to  their 
hats,  had  been  uttered  by  him.  We  went  from 
house  to  house,  and  from  chamber  to  chamber,  to 
find  a  friend.  No  one  was  to  be  found.  No  ono 
could  he  found.  Would  I  be  his  frieiid?  I  at  once 
consented,  for  I  was  determined  that,  if  possible, 
there  should  be  no  duel.  The  place  of  rendezvous 
was  the  Swan  with  two  Neclis  in  Lad  Lane.  After 
a  little  suspense,  a  young  man  came  in,  who  was 
deputed   by  his   brother,  the   challenger,  to   make 
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the  needful  an-angements  with  Mr.  Praed's  friend. 
He  and  I  retired.  My  course  was  clear.  I  was 
instructed  not  to  tender  an  apology,  but  the  way, 
I  saw,  was  open  for  a  coraproinise.  iiustication, 
expulsion,  all  the  possible  dangers  of  a  meeting,  were 
nothing  to  the  horrors  of  a  younger  brother  standing 
by  to  see  bis  elder  brother  shot  at ;  or  to  imagine  the 
possibility  of  both  of  them  appearing  in  the  dock  of 
the  Old  Bailey  on  their  trial  as  murderers.  I  con- 
quered at  last.  We  signed  a  paper  that  was  satis- 
factory, and  it  was  sent  under  cover  to  Mr.  Macaulay. 
Mr,  Pi-aed  retiimed  to  Cambridge  by  the  afternoon 
coaeh.  A  few  hours  after  Mr.  WiUiam  Henry  Ord, 
then  a  Fellow  Commoner  of  Trinity,  ai'riyed  at  my 
house  in  great  agitation.  He  was  soon  made  happy. 
He  had  come  up  to  London  in  all  haste  with  the 
Tutor  of  Trinity,  Mr.  WhewcU,  To  Dick's  Coffee 
House  we  immediately  went,  to  relieve  the  appre- 
hensions of  this  eminent  scholar  and  man  of  science, 
then  rising  into  general  reputation.  We  spent  a 
happy  evenii^  together,  and  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  the  matter.  Mr.  Hill,  in  a  very  admirable 
paper  "  On  Duelling,"  in  our  firat  number,  had  said — 
"  In  the  present  state  of  society,  the  total  abolition 
of  duels  cannot,  as  expei'ience  abundantly  shows,  be 
effected."  God  be  praised,  the  "state  of  society" 
has  so  changed,  that  the  change  has  carried  with  it 
not.  a  few  great  moral  as  well  as  political  reforms. 
The  Duel  has  become  as  much  a  thing  of  the  past  as 
the  Wager  of  Battle. 
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c  T  was  -with  no  common  pleasure  that  I 
1  a  letter  from  Mr.  Macaulay — a 
few  lines  to  say  that  he  was  ready  to  re- 
sume his  contributions  to  "The  Quarterlj 
."  He  enclosed  two  Manuscripts.  These 
scarcely  filled  two  sheets  of  paper,  but  they  were 
as  precious  as  fine  gold.  Well  do  I  remember  the 
delight  with  which  I  read  with  a  friend  in  London, 
and  afterwards  heard  read  by  Mr.  Moultrie  at  Wind- 
sor in  a  way  in  which  few  could  read,  the  "  Songs 
of  the  Huguenots." '  These  are  almost  as  well  known 
as  Campbell's  "  Mariners  of  England  "  and  "  The 
Battle  of  the  Baltic."  The  "  Montcontour "  is  re- 
printed in  Macaulay's  "Miscellaneous  Works"— 
the  "Ivry"  was  republished  by  himself  with  "Lays 
of  Ancient  Rome."  But  they  ought  never  to  have 
been  separated.  There  is  a  dramatic  unity  in  the 
two  poems  which  makes  each  more  valuable.  The 
song  of  lamentation  should  be  read  before  the  song 
of  triumph. 

Ill  a  few  months  came  another  pair  of  lyrics,  which 
no  change  in  the  fashion  of  literature  can  ever  con- 
sign to  oblivion — "  Songs  of  the  Civil  War."  These, 
again,  ought  to  he  read  together.  "  The  Cavaliers' 
Mai'ch  to  London  "  has  not  been  reprinted  by  the 
author,   nor  in  his  "Miscellaneous  Works." 
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The  return  of  Ma«aulay  was  the  herald  of  "  the 
most  high  and  palmy  state  "  of  the  Magazine,  when 
its  first  fruits  were  succeeded  by  a  rich  harvest. 
Macaulay  was  now  unquestionably  its  leading  spirit. 
In  the  third  number,  in  addition  to  his  "  Songs  of 
the  Huguenots,"  we  have  "  Scenes  from  Athenian 
Kevels"  and  "Dante."  In  the  fourth  number  we 
have,  as  well  as "  Songs  of  the  Civil  War,"  the  criti- 
cism on  "  Petrarch,"  and  the  "  Great  Law-Suit  be- 
tween the  Parishes  of  St.  Dennis  and  St.  George  in  the 
Water."  This  is  something  more  than  an  imitation 
of  Swift.  Those  who  venerate,  and  most  justly,  the 
memory  of  Burke,  will  not  be  displeased  to  see  him 
in  a  caricature  portrait  as  effective  as  that  of  GiJray: 

"  There  was  an  honest  Irishman,  a  gi-eat  favourite 
among  them  [the  Vestry  of  St.  George  in  the  Water], 
who  used  to  entertain  them  with  raree-shows,  and  to 
exhibit  a  magic-lantern  to  children  on  winter  even- 
ings. He  had  gone  quite  mad  upon  this  subject 
[the  refractory  conduct  of  the  tenants  of  Sir  Lewis, 
the  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  St.  Dennis].  Sometimes  he 
would  call  out  in  the  middle  of  the  street — '  Take 
care  of  that  comer,  neighbours :  for  the  love  of 
Heaven,  keep  cleai'  of  that  post ;  there  is  a  patent 
steel-trap  concealed  thereabouts.'  Sometimes  he 
would  be  disturbed  by  frightful  dreams;  then  he 
would  get  up  at  dead  of  night,  open  his  window, 
and  ci-y  '  fire,'  till  the  parish  was  roused,  and  the 
engines  sent  for.  The  polpit  of  the  parish  of  St, 
George  seemed  likely  to  fail ;  I  believe  that  the 
only  reason  was,  that  the  parson  had  grown  too  fat 
and  heavy ;  but  nothing  would  persuade  this  honest 
man  but  that  it  was  a  scheme  of  the  people  of  St. 
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Dennis's,  and  that  they  had  sawed  through  the 
pillars  in  order  to  break  the  rector's  neck.  Once  he 
went  about  with  a  knife  in  his  pocket,  and  told  all 
the  persons  whom  he  met,  that  it  had  been  sharpened 
by  the  knife-grinder  of  the  next  parish  to  cut  their 
throats.  These  extravagances  had  a  great  effect 
on  the  people,  and  the  more  so  because  they  were 
espoused  by  the  Squire  Guelf  s  steward,  who  was  the 
most  influential  person  in  the  parish.  He  was  a  very 
fair-spoken  man,  very  attentive  to  the  main  chance, 
and  the  idol  of  the  old  women,  because  he  never 
played  at  skittles  or  danced  with  the  girls ;  and 
indeed  never  took  any  recreation  but  that  of  drink- 
ing on  Saturday  njghte  with  his  friend  Hai-ry,  the 
Scotch  pedhiT.  His  supporters  called  him  Sweet 
William ;  his  enemies  the  Bottomless  Pit." 

The  fifth  number  gave  us  "The  Athenian  Oi-atorsf 
and  a  paper  which,  to  my  mind,  if  it  wants  some- 
thing of  the  force  of  the  great  article  on  Milton  in 
the  "  Edinburgh  Review,"  has  a  quiet  beauty  which 
is  even  superior.  The  "  Gentleman  of  the  Middle 
Temple,"  who  relates  a  "  Conversation  between  Mr. 
Abraham  Cowley  and  Mr.  John  Milton,  touchmg  the 
great  Civil  War,"  tells  us  how,  in  the  warm  and 
beautiful  spring  of  1665,  "two  men  of  pregnant 
parts  and  great  reputation"  dined  with  him  at  his 
lodging  in  the  Temple. 

Macaulay,  in  the  height  of  his  fame,  looked  back 
upon  the  Conversation  between  Cowley  and  Milton 
with  a  just  pride.  And  yet  it  would  seem  that  he  could 
scarcely  have  felt,  when  he  thus  concluded  his  article 
on  "The  Athenian  Orators,"  that  there  was  something 
in  these  Magai;ine  papers  of  a  Cambridge  under-gra- 
dnate  which  "the  world  would  not  wilhngly  let  die." 
After  the  return  of  Mr.  Macaulay,  the  Quarterly 
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Magaziue  went  on  flourishingly  to  the  completion  of 
the  fifth  number.  The  "Troubadour"  of  Mr.  Pra«d 
vied  with  the  "Tryamour"  of  Mr,  Moultrie.  Mr, 
Henry  Coleridge  produced  admirable  historical 
articles  on  "Mii-abeau"  and  the  "Long  Parliament." 
Mr.  Maiden  wrote  papers  as  entertainiDg  as  they 
were  learaed  on  "Lucian's  True  History,"  and  the 
"Literaiy  Hfetory  of  the  Proven9alfl."  In  the  fourth 
number  appeared  "  The  Bceotian  Order  of  Architec- 
ture "-—an  article  upon  which  I  must  somewhat 
dilate,  for  the  purpose  of  referring  to  a  most  extraor- 
dinary attempt  to  resti'ain  the  liberty  of  opinion 
in  matters  of  taste.  The  case  of  "  Soane  versus 
Knight,"  recorded  in  the  King's  Bench  Term  Reports, 
remains  as  a  warning  to  over-sensitive  artists  not  to 
sally  forth  with  the  heavy  ordnance  of  Law  to  do 
battle  against  the  "  iight  artillery  "  of  Criticism. 

"The  Boeotian,  or  Sixth  Order,"  professed  to  be 
an  analytical  account  of  a  work  on  the  principles  of 
Architecture,  almost  unknown  in  this  countiy.  This 
production  of  the  great  Vander  von  Bluggen  set  forth 
canons  of  Art  which  had  not  been  lost  upon  a  few 
modem  architects,  and  which  were  illustrated  in 
their  practice,  Mr.  Soane,  although  his  name  was 
not  mentioned  in  the  article,  thought  fit,  in  1827,  to 
bring  an  action  against  me  for  the  hbeUous  matter 
contained  in  the  publication  of  1824.  The  cause 
was  tried  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  the  12tli  of 
June,  1827.  The  array  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiffwas 
most  formidable — Mr.  Gurney,  Mr.  Brougham,  and 
two  juniors.  The  defendant  was  fortunate  in  having 
retained  Mr.  Scarlett  and  Mr.  Hill.  When  Mr.  Gurney 
solemnly  read  some  of  the  axioms  of  Vander  von  Blug- 
gen, contending  that  they  were  doubtless  intended 
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to  apply  to  Mr.  Soane,  there  was  a  titter  throughout 
the  court.  I  was  sitting  nea,r  Mr,  Brougham  (to 
whom  I  had  been  introiJuced  in  the  previous  No- 
vember), and  looking  at  me  with  a  face  of  imper- 
turbable gravity,  he  whispered,  "  Oh  !  you  wicked 
fellow."  I  had  taken  some  pains  in  getting  up  what 
may  be  termed  the  literature  of  such  actions.  The 
sort  of  essay  which  was  embodied  in  the  brief  of 
"The  Defendant's  Case"  is  before  me.  I  scarcely 
need  say  that  Mr.  Scarlett  intei-preted  the  matter  to 
the  jury  in  a  very  different  form,  though  much  of 
the  substance  of  his  speech  was  the  same  as  my  brief. 
There  was  not  the  least  hesitation  in  the  verdict 
being  for  the  defendant. 

In  the  fifth  number  of  the ."  Quarterly  Magazine  " 
there  appeared  a  miscellaneous  paper  entitled  "  The 
Anniversary,"  It  was  a  vehicle  for  the  introduction 
of  a  considerable  vai-iety  of  stray  contributions.  My 
article  had  httle  of  originality  in  its  conception ;  for 
Blackwood  had  published  something  similar,  occu- 
pying a  whole  number  of  his  Miscellany.  I  could 
scarcely  have  dreamt  that,  eight  and  twenty  years 
afterwai-ds,  this  piece  of  merriment  would  have  been 
received  au  -pied  de  la  lettre;  that  in  a  Memoir  of 
Maeaulay— "  with  some  account  of  his  early  and  un- 
known writings" — so  charming  a  simphcity  would 
have  been  manifested  by  this  "  shilling  "  biographer, 
as  to  demand  from  him  an  elaborate  abridgment  of 
the  narrative  of  what  he  terms  "a  jollification  amongst 
the  young  contributors"  to  "Knight's  Quarterly 
Magazine."  He  has,  however,  a  saving  clause  which 
may  cover  a  little  of  his  greenery—"  The  whole  affair 
may  have  been  heightened  by  the  pen  of  the  re- 
porter." 

When  the  fifth   number   of  the   Magazine    was 
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published  in  July,  1824,  I  had  become  acquainted 
with  Mr.  De  Quincey;  and  he  had  contributed  a 
paper  translated,  as  he  purported,  from  the  German 
of  Laun,  called  '.'The  Incognito."  It  was  a  very  hvely 
and  pleasant  paper ;  but  as  to  the  strict  fidelity  of 
the  translation  I  might  have  had  considei-able  doubts. 
He  could  not  go  about  this  sort  of  work  without  im- 
proving all  he  touched.  In  November  he  was  engaged 
upon  a  translation  of  "  Walladmoi-,"  which  some  Curll 
of  Germany  advertised  an  the  translation  of  a  sup- 
pressed work  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  Messrs.  Taylor 
and  Heesey  put  the  German  hoax  into  the  hands  of 
De  Quincey  to  be  le-traiislated.  I  saw  him  groaning 
over  his  uncongenial  labour,  by  which  he  eventually 
got  very  httle.  It  was.pi-ojected  to  appear  in  three 
volumes.  He  despairingly  wrote  to  me,  "  after  weed- 
ing out  the  forests  of  rubbish,  I  believe  it  will  make 
only  one  decent  volume."  At  that  time  he  was  direly 
beset  with  visitations  more  tenible  than  the  normal 
poverty  of  authors.  A  little  before  I  knew  him  he 
had  come  one  morning  to  my  friend  Hill,  wet  and 
shivering,  having  slept  under  ahayi^ck  in  the  Hamp- 
stead  fields.  I  have  a  letter  from  him  of  this  period, 
in  which  he  says,  "anxiety,  long-continued  with  me — 
of  late  years  in  consequence  of  my  opium-shattering 
— seizes  on  some  frail  part  about  the  stomach,  and 
pi-oduces  a  specific  complaint,  which  very  soon  abo- 
lishes all  power  of  thinking  at  all."  In  "The  An- 
niversary" I  thus  introduced  De  Quincey:  "A  short 
spare  figure,  with  an  expression  in  his  eye  that  at 
once  indicated  the  sti-ength  of  the  man  of  genius  and 
the  weakness  of  the  valetudinaaian,  advanced  with  a 
slow  pace  of  difiidence  towai'ds  us,  and  thus addiessed 
us : — '  I  fear,  si]-,  that  I  am  an  intruder  both  upon 
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your  interesting  conversation  and  your  purposed  en- 
joyments. I  was  looking  round,  sir,  for  my  woi-thy 
friend,  Mr.  Paterson  Aymer.  By  his  cordial  invita- 
tion I  have  been  tempted  from  my  solitude,  to  join  a 
company  that  I  cannot  but  feel  desirous  of  knowing, 
though  I  fear  much  ine  weight,  the  heavy  and  un- 
utterable weight,  of  depression  that  bears  me  down, 
will  render  me  an  unfit  partaker  of  yonr  intellectual 
pleasures.  Oh,  sir,  even  now  do  I  feel  the  gnawinga 
of  that  poison  with  which  I  have  drugged  my  veins. 
Fly  the  cursed  spell,  if  you  would  continue  to  know 
peace  of  mind  and  body.  But  yon  will  excuse  me 
talking  of  myself  We  all  looked  at  each  other 
with  sui-prise.  '  Can  it  bo ! '  was  on  every  tongue. 
'May  I  venture  to  ask,  sfr,  whom  I  have  the  honour 
of  seeing  amongst  ml  Though  Mr.  Paterson  Aymer 
be  not  yet  arrived,  his  friends  are  ours.*  '  My  name, 
sir,  is ;  but  you  have  heard  of  me  as  a  too- 
celebrated  Opium-Eater.'  We  all  involuntarily 
bowed;  and  in  two  minutes  Haller  and  our  illustrious 
fiiend  were  deep  in  a  discussion  on  political  economy, 
while  MmTay  and  Tristram  appealed  to  him,  in  the 
intervals  of  the  debate,  upon  their  contraiy  views  of 
the  knowledge  of  Greek  in  Europe  at  the  time  of 
Dante." 

The  Macaulay  biographer  receives  this  as  a  curious 
anecdote  of  De  Quincey,  which  "  indicates  that  he 
was  fast  changing  into  that  little  dried-up,  parch- 
ment-hided man  that  he  became  years  afterwards." 
This  it  is,  to  make  a  book  without  the  least  know- 
ledge of  the  men  and  things  of  which  it  treats. 
"  Dried-up !  parchment-hided ! "  "  Oh,  for  one  bour 
of  Dundee!"  Ono  hour  of  De  Quincey— better, 
three   hours    from   nine    till   midnight — for    a  rapt 
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listener  to  be  "under  tlie  wand  of  a  magician"— 
speil-bound  by  his  wonderful  affluence  of  talk,  such 
as  that  of  the  fairy  whose  lipa  dropped  rubies  and 
diamonds.  Many  a  night  have  I,  with  my  wife  by 
my  side,  sat  listening  to  the  equable  flow  of  his 
discoui-se,  both  of  ua  utterly  forgetting  the  usual 
regularity  of  our  habits,  and  hearing  the  drowsy 
watchman's  "past  one  o'clock"  (for  the  old  watch- 
man then  walked  his  round)  before  we  parted, 
Thei'e  was  another  newly  acquired  intimate  of  that 
time — Barry  St  Leger — -who  also  had  contributed 
to  the  "  Quarterly  Magazine."  Our  fiiendship  was 
of  the  wannest  nature  during  the  remainder  of  his 
too  abort  life.  The  wit-combats  between  bim  and 
De  Quincey  were  most  amusing.  Never  were  two 
men  greater  contrasts  in  their  intellectual  characters. 
The  one  passionately  rhetorical — ^the  other  calmly 
logical, — the  one  making  a  fierce  onslaught  upon  hia 
apparently  unwatchful  opponent,— the  other  with  a 
slight  turn  of  his  wriat  striking  the  sword  out  of  hia 
adversary's  band,  leaving  him  defenceless.  In  the 
ordinaiy  intercourse  of  society,  St.  Leger  was  self- 
possessed,  perfectly  at  bis  ease,  ready  for  every 
emergency,  a  man  of  the  world,  yet  with  a  beaii  for 
friendship  as  warm  as  that  of  a  schoolboy.  De 
Quincey,  vast  as  were  his  acquirements,  intuitive  as 
was  bis  appreciation  of  character  and  the  motives 
of  human  actions,  unembarrassed  as  was  his  demea- 
nour, pleasant  and  even  mirthful  hia  table-talk,  was 
as  helpless  in  every  position  of  responsibility,  as 
when  he  nightly  paced  "  stony-hearted  Oxford 
Street "  looking  for  the  lost  one.  He  was  constantly 
beset  by  idle  fears  and  vain  imaginings.  His  sensi- 
tiveness was   so  extreme,   in   combination  with  the 
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almost  ultra-courtesy  of  a,  gentleman,  that  he  hesi- 
tated to  trouble  a  servant  with  any  personal  re- 
quests without  a  long  prefatory  apology.  My  family 
were  in  the  country  in  the  summer  of  1825,  when 
he  was  staying  at  my  house  in  Pall  Mall  East.  A 
friend  or  two  had  met  him  at  dinner,  and  I  had 
walked  part  of  the  way  home  with  one  of  them. 
When  I  retui-ned,  I  tapped  at  his  chamber-door  to 
bid  him  good  night  He  was  sitting  at  tho  open 
window,  habited  ae  a  prize-fighter  when  he  enters  the 
ring.  "  You  will  take  cold,"  I  exclaimed.  "  Where 
is  your  shirt?"  "I  have  not  a  shirt — my  shirts 
are  unwashed."  "  But  why  not  tell  the  servant  to 
send  them  to  the  laundress  ?"  "  Ah  !  how  could  I 
presume  to  do  that  in  Mrs.  Knight's  absence  V 

One  more  illustration  of  the  eccentricity  of  De 
Q^incey.  I  had  been  to  Windsor.  On  my  return  I 
was  told  that  Mr.  De  Quincey  had  taken  his  box 
away,  leaving  word  that  he  was  gone  home.  I 
knew  that  he  was  waiting  for  a  remittance  from 
his  mother,  which  would  satisfy  some  clamorous 
ci-editors  and  enable  him  to  rejoin  his  family  at 
Grasmere.  Two  or  three  days  after,  I  heard  that  he 
was  still  in  town.  I  obtained  a  clue  to  his  hiding- 
place,  and  found  him  in  a  miserable  lodging  on  the 
Surrey  side  of  Waterloo  bridge,  He  had  received 
a  large  draft  on  a  London  banker  at  twenty-one 
days'  sight.  He  summoned  courage  to  go  to  Lom- 
bard Street,  and  was  astonished  to  learn  that  he 
could  not  obtain  the  amount  till  the  draft  became 
due.  A  man  of  less  sensitive  feelings  would  have 
returned  to  Pall  Mall  East,  and  have  there  waited 
securely  and  comfortably  till  I  came.  How  to  frame 
his   apology  to   our  trusty  domestic  was   the  diffi- 
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culty  that  sent  him  into  the  den  where  I  found 
him.  He  produced  the  draft  to  me  from  out  cf 
his  Bible,  which  he  thought  was  the  best  hiding- 
place.  "Come  to  me  to-morrow  morning,  and  I 
will  give  you  the  cash."  "  What  J  how  1  Can  Biich 
a  thing  be  possible  ?  Can  the  amount  be  got  before 
the  draft  is  due?"  "Never  fear — come  you — and 
then  get  home  as  fast  aa  you  can." 

At  the  beginning  of  October  I  went  to  Cambiidge 
with  Mr.  Hill.  We  arrived  on  a  day  of  jubilation, 
for  Mr.  Macaulay  and  Mr.  Maiden  had  each  gained 
a  Tnnity  fellowship.  There  was  a  happy  dinner  in 
Mr,  Maiden's  rooms.  But  a  cloud  had  come  over 
the  bright  prospects  of  the  "  Quarterly  Ms^azina" 
Two  of  its  first  supporters  were  holding  back  their 
contributions.  "Some  tiick  not  worth  an  egg" — 
some  misunderstanding  about  the  future  editorship 
— ^had  produced  a  coldness  in  those  with  whom  I 
bad  been  most  intimate.  I  was  weary  and  heartsick. 
I  was  worn  out  with  anxiety  at  the  dangerous  illness 
of  my  father.  Cares  of  business  wei-e  pressing  upon 
me  heavily.  I  hadeng^ed  in  large  undertakings 
which  demanded  my  constant  attention  in  London, 
and  I  had  a  divided  duty  at  Windsor.  The  Magazine 
was  a  loss  and  a  trouble.  With  the  sixth  number 
I  determined  to  announce  that  its  career  was 
ended. 

I  had  spent  a  night  at  my  father's  bed-side. 
The  crisis  was  fast  approaching.  My  wife  had  been 
too  ill,  in  Pall  Mall  East,  to  take  her  willing  part  in 
this  sad  oiHce — but,  at  aU  risks,  she  came  in  time 
for  the  end.  As  the  November  sun  was  rising 
brightly  above  the  trees  of  the  Long  Walk,  I  poured 
out  to  her  my  thoughts  in  a  long  letter. 

The  future  of  my  London  life  loomed  dark  and 
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dangerous.     Mj  mind  rested  upon  the  contented  past 
that  had  not  known  many  feai-s. 


"  In.  tie  midway  of  this  our  mortal  life 
I  found  me  in  a  gloomy  wood,  astray, 
Gone  from  the  path  direct." 

Heserving  for  the  nest  epoch  of  my  "Working 
Life "  the  recital  of  some  of  its  passages  in  my 
vocation  of  a  London  publisher  from  1823  to  1826,  I 
have  here  to  complete  my  notice  of  the  close  of  "  The 
Quarterly  Magazine."  A  glance  at  the  short  life  of 
a  second  series,  and  at  a  small  experiment  upon  the 
public  taste  which  was  attempted  by  me,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Praed  and  Mr.  St  Leger,  will  he 
briefly  given  in  the  present  volume. 

The  "advertisement"  in  the  concluding  Number, 
wherein  I  announced  the  discontinuance  of  a  work 
which,  "  as  it  proceeded,  had  acquired  a  considerable 
distinction  amongst  the  discerning  and  the  intelli- 
gent," was  certain  to  give  offence.  I  was  unwiUing 
to  offend ;  but  I  was  sorely  wounded.  I  wrote — 
"The  publisher  has  lately  had  to  choose  between 
surrendering  that  responsibility  which  his  duties  to 
society  have  compelled  him  to  retain,  and  which  has 
in  many  cases  prevented  this  work  offending  those 
whose  esteem  is  most  to  be  desired,  or  losing  much 
of  the  assistance  which  has  given  to  the  '  Quarterly 
Magazine'  a  peculiar  and  original  character.  He 
could  not  hesitate  in  his  choice.  He  would  not 
commit  his  own  opinions  to  an  ineKperienced  and 
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incautious  dictation ;  and  he  prefers  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  work  to  conducting  it  mth  diminished 
talent." 

This  led  to  a  controversy.  An  article  appeared  in 
"  The  Camhridge  Chronicle,"  written  by  Mr.  Pra«d. 
It  was  more  temperate  than  I  had  anticipated.  He 
described  the  Magazine  as  having  been  intended 
originally  to  assume  something  of  a  more  classical 
tone  than  its  periodical  contemporaries.  He  spoke 
of  the  pubUsher  as  an  honest  and  liberal  man, 
hut  expressed  a  somewhat  dispai-aging  opinion  of 
his  competence  to  retain  the  direction  of  the  Ma- 
gazine permanently  and  exclusively.  I  replied  in 
5ie  same  newspaper.  There  was  a  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Praed  and  myself,— formal  and  reserved 
on  either  side.  Willingly  would  I  forget  the  whole 
affair,  did  I  not  feel  it  my  duty  and  pleasure  to 
record  that,  within  two  months,  Mr.  Praed  sponta- 
neously called  upon  me,  held  out  once  more  the  hand 
of  friendship,  and  never  afterwards  lost  an  opportu- 
nity of  testifying  his  goodwill  towards  me.  He  took 
no  par-t  in  the  continuation  of  the  "  Quarterly  Ma- 
gazine." In  the  editorship  of  ite  one  number,  pub- 
lished in  the  autumn  of  1825,  Mr.  Maiden  assisted. 
In  its  general  tone  it  was  much  more  sober — and  of 
coui-se  less  interesting- — than  its  predecessor.  It 
might  have  made  its  way;  for  one  of  the  great  whole- 
sale houses  in  Paternoster  Row  pi-oposed  to  take  a 
share  in  it,  after  its  first  appearance.  The  Panic  came, 
and  disposed  of  this  and  of  many  other  schemes. 

Mr.  Derwent  Coleridge  had  returned  to  assist  in 
rearing  our  callow  Phcenix.  His  paper  on  "The 
Chevalier  Bajai-d  "  is  curious,  as  showing  how  the 
romantic  may   gradually   slide  into    the    practical- 
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De  Quinceyhad  written  to  me  in  December,  1824, 
in  the  belief  that,  as  he  expressed  it,  "  many  of 
your  friends  will  rally  about  you,  and  urge  you  to 
Eome  new  undertaking  of  the  same  kind.  If  that 
should  happen  I  beg  to  say,  that  you  may  count  upon 
me,  as  one  of  your  men,  for  any  extent  of  labour,  to 
the  best  of  my  power,  which  you  may  choose  to  com- 
mand." He  wrote  a  translation  of  "The  Love  Charm" 
of  Tieck,  with  a  notice  of  the  author.  This  is  not 
reprinted  in  his  collected  works,  though  perhaps  it 
is  the  most  interesting  of  his  translations  from  the 
German.  In  this  spring  and  summer  of  1825,  De 
Quincey  and  I  were  in  intimate  companionship.  It 
was  a  pleasant  time  of  intellectual  intercourse  for 
me.  My  father,  a  little  before  his  last  illness,  had 
far  advanced  in  building  a  cottage,  by  the  side  of 
his  own,  for  my  family  to  occupy.  That  hope  of  his 
heart  to  have  us  near  him  was  not  fulfilled.  But  in 
that  summer  we  spent  much  of  our  time  there.  Mr. 
Praed  and  Mr.  Moultrie  were  living  at  Eton  as  private 
tutors.  They  had  taken  a  great  liking  to  my  friend 
Mr.  Tarver,  and  were  most  assiduous  in  promoting 
his  interests,  as  French  master  at  the  college. 
In  his  society,  after  ho  came  to  reside  at  Windsot 
when  the  war  was  at  an  end,  I  had  found  a  clevei 
and  aoximphshed  companion,  who  had  the  pecu- 
liar advantage  of  knowing  intimately  both  the 
Fi-ench  and  English  languages,  and  was  familiar 
with  the  literature  of  both  countries.  He  was  bOrn 
and  bred  up  in  France, — but  was  of  English  parents. 
Mr.  Maiden  came  to  visit  me  for  a  week  or  two.  There 
was  a  re-union  in  which  all  unpleasantnesses  were 
forgotten,  Whon  I  went  to  London,  I  was  associated 
with  Hill,  and  St.  Leger,  and  Do  Quincey,  who  each 
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thoroughly  relished  the  conversation  of  the  others. 
De  Quincey,  as  I  have  incidentallj  mentioned,  swent 
away  home  in  the  summer  of  1825.  We  were  all 
ti'uly  son-y  to  paat  with  this  valued  friend,  whose 
eccentricities  made  him  even  more  dearto  us — whose 
helplessness  under  the  direst  pressure  of  want  of 
means,  hrought  no  feeling  of  contempt,  for  his  abili- 
ties and  learning  com.manded  our  reverence.  We 
scarcely  knewthen  what  he  had  to  endure  during  his 
London  sojouiii.  We  may  now  judge  of  his  miseries 
from  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Professor  Wilson  in 
February,  1825 : — 

"At  this  time  calamity  presses  upon  me  with  a 

heavy  hand At  this  moment  I  have  not  a 

place  to  hide  my  head  in."  (Mrs.  Gordon's  '  Christo- 
pher North,'  vol.  ii.  p.  79.)  He  left  London  in  the 
summer,  exulting  in  the  prospect  of  freedom  from 
debt,  and  from  the  necessity  that  had  pressed  upon 
him  "to  maintain  the  war  with  the  wretched 
business  of  hack  author,  with  all  its  degradations." 
(Ibid.)  I  occasionally  had  a  warm-hearted  letter 
from  him ;  but  our  coiTespondence,  after  a  year 
or  two,  had  ceased.  I  was  dehghted  at  its  renewal 
in  July  1829,  when  he  wrote  me  the  most  pressing 
invitation  from  Mrs.  De  Quincey  and  himself, 
to  come,  with  my  wife  and  children,  to  visit 
them.  He  had  quitted  his  home  at  the  Lakes 
in  1827,  to  remain  in  Edinburgh  for  two  years, 
writing,  but  separated  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  from  his  family.  Wonderfully  characteristic 
arc  some  passages  of  this  letter :  "  Well,  by  good 
management  and  better  luck,  I  contrived  early  in 
this  present  year  to  silence  ines  Anglois  fas  the 
French  do,  or  did,  use  to  entitle  creditor).     This 
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odious  race  of  people  were  silenced^  I  say,  or  nearly 
so:  no  insolent  dun  has  raised  his  disgusting  voice 
against  me  since  Candlemas  1829  ;  they  now  speak 
softly,  and  as  if  butter  would  not  melt  in  their 
mouths ;  and  I  have  so  well  planted  my  fire-engines, 
for  extinguishing  this  horrid  description  of  nuisance, 
that  if  by  chance  any  one  should  smoulder  a  little 
too  much  (flame  out,  none  durst  for  shame),  him  I 
shall  souse  and  drench  forthwith  into  quietness." 
"Whilst  "  this  great  operation  "  was  in  progress  he 
had  been  negotiating  for  the  pui-chase  of  a  "  rich 
farm-house,  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  mth  mighty 
bams  and  spacious  pastures,"  in  the  vicinity  of  liis 
cottage  at  Grasmere.  " '  Purchasing,'  you  say,  'what 
the  devil  1 '  Don't  swear,  my  dear  friend ;  you  know 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  buying  a  thing  and  yet  not 
paying  for  it,  or,  at  least,  paying  only  the  annual 
interest.  Well,  that  is  what  I  do,  can  do,  and  will 
do.  For  hear,  finally,  that  the  thing  is  done."  To 
this  faim  of  Rydal  Hay,  from  which  he  had  written 
to  me,  were  we  to  be  welcomed.  Mighty  was  the 
temptation,  but  mightier  the  difficulty  in  the  days 
before  railways.  "And  now,  my  friend,  think  what 
a  glorious  EI  Dorado  of  milk  and  butter  and  cream 
cheeses,  and  all  other  daiiy  products,  supposing  that 
you  hke  those  things,  I  can  ofier  you  morning,  noon, 
and  night.  You  may  absolutely  bathe  in  new  milk, 
or  even  in  cream ;  and  you  shall  bathe,  if  you  like  it. 
T  know  that  you  care  not  much  about  luxuries  for  the 
dinner  table  ;  else,  though  our  luxuries  are  few  and 
simple,  I  could  offer  you  some  temptations :  mountain 
lamb  equal  to  Welsh  ;  char  famous  to  the  antipodes ; 
trout  and  pike  fi-oni  the  very  lake  within  twenty-five 
feet  of  our  door  ;  bread,  such  as  you  have  never  pre- 
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sumed  to  dream  of,  made  of  our  own  wheat,  not  doctored 
and  separated  by  the  usual  miller's  process  into  fine 
insipid  flour,  and  coarse,  that  is,  merely  dirty-looking 
white,  but  all  ground  down  together— which  is  the  sole 
receipt  (experto  crede)  for  having  rich,  lustrous,  red- 
brown,  ambrosial  bread ;  new  potatoes,  of  celestial 
earthiness  and  raciness,  which,  with  us,  last  to  October ; 
and,  finally,  milk,  milk,  milk — cream,  cream,  cream 
(bear  it,  thou  benighted  Londoner  !)  in  which  you  must 
and  shall  bathe." 

In  the  spring  of  1826,  St.  Leger  and  I,— at  a  time 
when  there  was  little  prospect  of  publishing  books 
with  any  success, — thought  that  a  smart  weekly  sheet 
might  have  some  hold  upon  the  London  public,  who 
were  sick  of  all  money  questions,  and  wanted  some- 
thing like  fun  in  that  gloomy  season  of  commercial 
ruin.  "We  went  to  Eton  to  consult  Praed.  He 
entered  most  warmly  and  kindly  into  the  project. 
We  settled  that  "  The  Braaen  Head  "  should  be  its 
title;  and  that"  The  Friar"  and  "The  Head"  should 
discourse  upon  human  affairs,  chiefly  under  the 
management  of  our  brilliant  associate  For  oui-- 
selves,  we  had  a  supplementary  machinery,  that  of 
"  Harlequin,"  whose  laughing  face  had  been  too  long 
hidden  by  a  wretched  black  mask,  and  who  had  been 
too  long  doomed  to  perpetual  silence,- — a  woeful  con- 
trast to  the  overflowing  wit  of  his  dear  Italian  days. 
We  had  four  weeks  of  this  pleasantry  ;  and,  what  was 
not  an  advantage,  wo  had  nearly  all  the  amusement 
to  ourselves ;  for  the  number  of  our  purchasers  was 
not  "Legion."  Yet  in  the  "Brazen  Head"  there 
ai-e  poems  of  Praed — (unknown,  from  the  scarcity 
of  these  sixty-four  pages,  to  the  Americans  who 
have  printed   three  editions  of  his  poems) — which 
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are  every  way  woi-thy  of  that  genius  which  hia 
countTjmen  will  be  soon  permitted  more  fairly  to 
appreciate  in  an  edition  of  all  his  poetical  pieces, 
issued  by  an  English  publisher.  There  is  one 
poem  purporting  to  be  a  chauiit  of  The  Head  while 
the  Friar  falls  asleep,  which  exhibits  the  remark- 
able power  of  blending  earnestness  with  levity, 
philosophy  with  jest,  so  peculiarly  characteristic  of 
Praed's  happiest  vein ; 

"  I  think,  whatever  mortals  crave, 

"With  impotent  endeavour, 
A  wreath, — a  rank, — a  throne, — a.  grave, — 

The  world  goes  I'ound  for  ever ; 
I  think  that  life  is  not  too  long, 

And  therefore  I  detenninB 
That  many  people  I'ead  a  song. 

Who  will  not  read  a  sermon. 

"  I  think  you've  look'd  through  many  hearts. 

And  mused  on  many  actions. 
And  studied  man's  component  parts, 

And  nature's  compound  fractions  ; 
I  think  yon've  picked  up  truth  by  btta 

From  foreigner  and  noiglihour, 
I  tlADk.  the  world  has  lost  its  wit^ 

And  jou  have  lost  your  labour. 

"  I  think  the  studies  of  the  wis^ 

The  hero's  noisy  quarrel, 
The  majesty  of  woman's  eyes. 

The  poet's  eherish'd  laurel ; 
And  all  that  makes  us  lean  or  fat, 

And  fill  that  charms  or  troubles, — 
This  hubble  is  more  bright  thou  Oialt, 

But  still  thoj  all  ate  bubbles, 

"  I  think  the  thing  you  call  Renown, 
The  unsubstantial  vapour 
For  which  the  soldier  bums  a  town, 
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Is  like  the  miat  wMoli,  as  he  flies. 
The  horseman  leaves  beiiind  him  ; 

He  caimot  mai'k  its  wreaths  arise, 
Or,  if  he  does,  they  blind  him. 

"  I  thirJc  one  nod  of  mistross  Chance 

Mabns  creditors  of  debtors. 
And  shifts  the  funeral  for  th«  danae, 

The  sceptre  for  the  fetters  ; 
I  think  that  Fortune's  farour'd  guest 

May  lire  to  gnaw  the  platters; 
And  he  that  weare  the  purple  vest 

May  wear  the  rags  and  tatters. 

"  1  think  the  Tories  love  to  bny 

'  Your  Lordships'  and  '  Your  Graces,' 
By  loathing  commcn  honesty. 

And  landing  common -places  ; 
I  think  that  some  are  very  wise. 

And  some  are  very  fanny. 
And  some  grow  rich  by  telling  lies, 

And  some  by  telling  money. 

"  I  think  the  Whigs  are  wicked  knave^ 

And  veiy  like  tho  Tories, 
Wio  donbt  that  Britain  rales  the  vmvea, 

And  ask  the  price  of  glories ; 
I  think  that  many  (Vet  and  fame 

At  what  their  friends  are  planning. 
And  Mr.  Hama  hates  Mr.  Brougham 

As  much  as  Mr.  Canning, 

"  1  liink  that  friars  and  their  hoods. 

Their  doctrines  and  their  maggots, 
Hafe  lighted  up  too  many  feuds. 

And  &ir  too  many  faggots  ; 
I  think  while  zealots  fast  and  frown, 

And  fight  for  two  or  seven, 
That  there  are  fifty  roads  to  town. 

And  rather  more  to  Hearen. 

"  I  think  that,  thanks  to  Paget's  lanee, 
And  thanks  to  Chester's  learning. 
The  hearts  that  burned  for  fame  in  Franot^ 
At  home  are  safe  from  burjiiiig ; 
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I  think  the  Popa  is  on  Ms  back. 

And,  thoHgh  'tis  fun  to  shake  him, 
1  think  the  Devil  not  so  black 

As  many  people  make  him. 

"  I  tMnt  that  Love  is  like  a  play 

Where  tears  and  smiles  are  hlendod, 
Or  like  a.  faithless  April  day, 

Whose  shine  with  showei'  is  ended  ; 
Like  Colnbrook  pavement,  rather  rongh, 

Like  trade  exposed  to  lasses. 
And  like  a  Highhmd  plaid,  all  atufF, 

And  very  full  of  crosses. 

"  I  think  the  world,  though  dark  it  be, 

Has  aya  one  rapturous  pleasure, 
Conceal'd  in  life's  monotony. 

For  those  who  seek  the  treasure  ; 
Ono  planet  in  a  starless  night,—- 

Ono  blossom  on  a  liriar, — 
One  friend  not  quitis  a  hypocrite, — 

One  woman  not  a  liar  1 

"  I  think  poor  baggavs  court  St  GiUfl, 

Eich  beggars  court  St.  Stephen  ; 
And  Death  looks  down  with  nods  and  smUe^ 

And  makes  the  odds  nil  even ; 
I  think  some  die  upon  the  fisld. 

And  some  upon  tie  hillow. 
And  some  am  laid  beneath  a  shield, 

And  some  beneath  a  willow. 

"  I  think  that  very  few  have  sigh'd. 

When  Fate  at  last  has  found  them, 
Though  bitter  foes  were  by  theii-  side, 

And  barren  moss  around  Uiem  ; 
I  think  that  some  have  died  of  droa^t, 

And  some  hava  died  of  drinking ; — 
I  think  tlint  nought  is  worth  a  thought. 

And  I'm  a  fool  for  thinking  I" 

"  I  think "   my  readers  mil  not  complain  of  the 
igth  of  this  repi-iat     I  could  not  select  stanzas 
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without  injury  to  the  unity  of  thought.  The  poem, 
after  having  heen  published  sis-and-thiity  years,  is 
far  less  known  than  was  Macaulay's  famous  "  Elec- 
tion Ballad  "  of  1827,  beforo  the  "  Quarterly  Review" 
disentombed  it  from  the  columns  of  "  The  Times." 

I  must  hold  my  hand.  I  must  look  forward  to  my 
proper  work  of  sober  narrative  in  the  next  stage  of 
life's  journey — to  trace  the  progress  of  education — 
the  gi-owth  of  popular  literature.  The  following 
lines  from  the  "Arlochino  Parlante  "  of  "  The  Brazen 
Head  " — the  Harlequin  "  who  everything  changes  " — 
verses  which  St.  Leger  and  I  produced  in  happy 
association,  are  suggestive  of  the  opening,  in  a  new 
condition  of  society,  for  labours  that  might  be  useful 
to  my  fellow-men : 

■'  I  have  whistled  up  sprites  to  bestow  my  new  lights 

On  all  that  is  ancient,  flsolilsiTe,  and  dark  ; — 
I  have  spread  around  kiiowledga — I  bnUd  London  College — 

I  have  eteam  on  the  Thames,  I  have  gaa  in  the  Park. 
No  longer  a  minister  frowns  and  looks  Biuistor, 

When  pMlosophy  mingles  with  ma^ms  of  state  j 
Eeonomioal  squireB  deifida  their  gi'and -aires. 

And  reasoning  citizens  lead  the  debate." 
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^  N  1824, 1  am  settled  as  a  Publisher  in  a 
newly-built  house  ia  Pall  Mall  East,  the 
next  house  to  the  College  of  Physicians. 
1  had  occupied  for  a  year  a  much  smaller 
place  of  btieinesa  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  way. 
This  was  altogether  a  new  neighbourhood.  On  the 
west  side  of  what  is  now  called  Trafalgar  Square, 
houses  had  grown  up  which  were  terminated  towards 
Charing  Cross  by  the  Un  on  Club  But  there  was  as 
yet  no  Nelson's  column  no  f  nta  ns  in  the  centre, 
to  be  ridiculed  as  dumb  wi  te  s 

During  the  first  yea  s  of  ny  lesideiiee  in  Pall 
Mall  East,  Saint  James  a  Pa  k  is  getting  rid  of 
its  old  squalidnesa.  The  road  after  nightfall  had 
ceased  to  be  a  place  of  danger  and  licentiousness. 
"There  is  gas  in  the  Park."  At  the  time  of  the 
Stuarts  the  Mall  had  been  the  lounging  place  of 
the  highest — the  favourite  ground  of  assignation 
of  the  Comedies  in  which  Wit  and  Profligacy  long 
maintained  a  flonrishing  co-partnership,  Porty  years 
ago  the  fashionable  idlers  had  given  place  to  happy 
children  and  smart  nursery-maids.  Mechanics  out 
of  work,  and    street  vagabonds,  always  formed    a 
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crowd  to  see  the  relief  of  the  Guard.  Gapa-s  from 
the  country  stood  wonderingly  upon  the  Parade, 
■watching  the  working  of  tlie  Telegraph  at  the  top 
of  the  Admiralty.  The  old  machine,  which  told 
its  story  by  the  opening  and  closing  of  shutters,  was 
superseded  by  a  greater  wonder,  the  Semaphore, 
which  threw  out  an  arm,  first  on  one  side  and  then 
on  another,  and  at  varying  heights.  Very  tedious 
was  the  transmission  of  the  message,  even  by  this 
improved  instrument ;  sometimes  impossible  fii'om 
the  state  of  the  atmosphere.  About  1824  I  waa 
summoned  as  a  witness  upon  a  trial  in  which  Mr. 
Croker  was  also  required  to  give  his  testimony.  I 
walked  with  him  for  an  horn-  or  more  up  and  down 
Westminster  HalL  So  fuU  of  anecdote  was  his  talk, 
that  I  could  scarcely  agree  with  him  when  he  said, 
"The  French  are  right  in  calling  the  vestibule  to 
their  Palace  of  Justice  la,  scdle  des  pas  perdua."  My 
steps  with  him  were  neither  lost  nor  wearisome. 
At  last,  looking  at  his  watch,  he  exclaimed,  "  Go  I 
must.  There  is  a  frigate  waiting  at  Portsmouth 
for  orders  to  sail,  and  it  will  be  dark  before  I  can 
set  the  Telegraph  in  motion  if  I  stay  longer."  The 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  writes  a  few  words  now, 
regardless  of  dark  or  light,  and  the  faithful  wire  con- 
veys his  orders  from  port  to  port,  and  from  sea  to  sea, 
far  quicker  than  the  flight  of  AiieL 

The  neighbourhood  in  which  I  am  seated  is  not  as 
yet  a  very  busy  or  a  very  lively  one.  It  is  gradually 
growing  into  a  region  dedicated  to  the  Fine  Arts. 
The  Society  of  Painters  in  Water  Colom-a  have  fixed 
their  Gallery  opposite  me.  The  Society  of  British 
Artists  have  their  Exhibition  close  at  hand  in  Suffolk 
Street.     My  next-door  neighbour  is  Mr.  ( 
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the  printeeller.  From  him,  and  from  his  excellent 
son  Dominick,  T  had  some  lessons  in  taste,  as  they 
would  occasionally  show  me  a  few  of  theii-  choice  im- 
portations. 

It  is  forty  years  ago  siuee  the  Londoners  began 
seriously  to  think  that  their  traffic  was  becoming  too 
large  for  their  streets.  The  broad-wheeled  waggon 
generally  crept  in  and  out  at  nightfall,  as  it  had 
crept  since  the  days  of  Fielding  and  Hogarth.  The 
hackney-coach,  never  in  a  hurry,  went  on  "melan- 
choly, slow,"  patient  uiider  every  stoppage.  Ko  med- 
dling policeman  yet  presumed  to  regiilate  the  move- 
ments of  the  driver  with  a  dozen  capes,  who  pulled 
tip  when  he  pleased,  unheeding  his  siik-stockingod 
fare  who  was  too  late  for  dinner,  and  sat  in  the 
damp  straw,  shouting  and  cursing.  The  omnibus 
appeared  not  in  our  streets  till  1831,  and  when  it 
came,  the  genteel  remained  laithfnl  to  the  foul  hack- 
ney-coach, mounting  its  exclusive  iron  steps  with  true 
English  satisfaction  at  not  being  in  mixed  company. 
There  were  schemes  of  sub-ways,  but  they  met  no 
encouragement.  Colonel  Trencb  obtained  an  audi- 
ence at  the  Mansion  House,  to  listen  to  his  proposal 
of  a  terrace,  eighty  feet  wide,  from  London  Bridge  to 
Westminster  Bridge.  Some  thought  the  scheme  a 
good  one,  but  far  too  grand.  Most  sneered  at  such 
projects  of  Laputa.  The  sneerers  and  doubters  kept 
their  ground  through  a  generation ;  and  now  we  are 
thinking  in  reality  about  such  an  obvious  improve- 
ment. 

In  the  semi-thoroughfare  of  Pall  Mall  East  we  had 
few  passing  sights.  But  on  the  12th  of  July,  1824 
I  stand  with  my  family  on  our  balcony,  looking  out 
for  a  grand  funeral  procession  that  is  to  come  from 
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Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  and  to  pass  ii-om 
Charing  Cross  up  the  Haymarket,  On  the  19th  of 
April  Lord  ByroD  had  died  at  Missolonghi  The 
hearse  which  was  moving  up  the  Haymarket,  to  end 
its  journey  at  Newatead  Abbey,  was  followed  by  a 
few  who  loved  him,  and  by  many  who  revorenced  his 
genius.  Poets  wore  there — Moore,  Campbeil,  Rogers ; 
statesmen — Grey,  Lansdowne,  Holland  ;  Greek  Depu- 
ties, who  thought  he  was  to  have  been  the  saviour  of 
their  country ;  and  English  guardians  of  his  fair  fame, 
who  had  honoured  his  memory  by  burning  his  auto- 
biography. His  sudden  death— in  the  land  where  he 
was  attempting  to  express  by  heroic  deeds  that  sym- 
pathy with  the  "  Cause  of  the  Greets "  wMch  other 
eminent  men  were  content  to  associate  with  their 
speeches  and  their  writings — had  moved  all  (except- 
ing a  few  who  refused  his  body  sepulture  in  our 
temple  of  the  illustrious  dead)  to  forget  how  he  had 
latterly  abused  his  great  powers,  and  to  remember 
only  how  ineffaceably  he  had  inscribed  bis  name 
amongst  the  immortals  of  literature.  The  pageant 
over.  Forty  years  have  passed  away,  and  Byi-on 
now  judged  with  the  impartiality  of  posterity.  He 
is  not  held  to  be  the  greatest  poet  that  modem 
England  has  produced ;  he  is  not  execrated  as 
amongst  the  most  immoral.  There  was  much  to  pity 
and  forgive  in  his  frailties.  The  mellowing  influence 
of  a  few  more  years  might  have  lifted  his  words  and 
his  deeds  out  of  the  slough  in  which  he  sometimes 
seemed  unwilling  to  strive  for  a  firmer  footing. 

At  the  time  of  Lord  Byron's  funeral  I  was  involved 
in  a  matter  of  public  interest  connected  with  the 
career  of  the  deceased  poet,  I  was  enduring  a  dis- 
appointment, such  as  I  had  scarcely  c 
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a  possible  incident  of  my  publishing  career.  I  will 
relate,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  the  story  of  a  Chancery 
Injunction  to  resti-ain  me  from  publishing  certain 
Letters  of  Lord  Byron,  which  was  served  upon  me 
five  days  before  the  fiineral  procession  which  I  wit- 
nessed on  the  12th  of  July. 

Robert  Charles  Dallas  was  connected  by  mai-riage 
with  the  family  of  the  poet.  Captain  George  Anson 
Byron,  the  uncle  of  Lord  Byi'on,  married  the  sister  of 
Mr,  Dallas.  In  lS2i,  through  the  intervention  of 
my  kind  friend,  the  Rev,  Charles  Richard  Sumner, 
then  residing  at  Windsor  as  Domestic  Chiiplain  to 
George  lY,,  I  was  offered  the  publication  of  a  book  to 
be  entitled  "  Correspondence  of  Lord  Byron,"  Upon 
receiving  intelligence  of  the  death  at  Missolonghi  of 
the  eminent  man  of  whom  he  had  some  interesting 
memorials,  Mr.  Dallas  came  from  Paris  to  England  to 
arrange  for  the  publication  of  some  work  in  which 
should  be  exhibited  his  "  Recollections  of  the  Life  of 
Lord  Byi-on  from  1808  to  the  end  of  1S14."  I  saw 
him  at  the  house  of  his  son  Alexander,  who,  having 
been  fonnerly  in  the  ai-my,  had  taken  orders,  and 
was  in  1824  in  the  ministerial  charge  of  the  village 
of  Woobum,  near  Eeaconsfield.  The  elder  Dallas 
was  then  in  his  seventieth  year — a  handsome  old 
man,  of  refined  manners,  of  varied  and  extensive  in- 
formation ;  manifesting  an  affectionate  attachment  to 
the  memory  of  the  poet,  but  with  a  strong  religious 
feeling  as  to  his  moral  aberrations  since  the  period 
of  their  intimate  acquaintance,  which  in  some  respects 
might  have  been  called  friendship.  That  intimacy 
ceased  after  1814,  Mr,  Dallas  had  many  times  heard 
Lord  Byron  read  portions  of  a  book  in  which  he  in- 
serted his  opinion  of  the  pej^soiis  with  whom  he  mixed, 
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■which  hook,  he  said,  he  intended  for  puhlication  after 
his  death.  This,  I  conDeive,  was  the  Memoir  upon 
which  Mr.  Murray  advanced  two  thousand  guineas 
to  Thomas  Moore ;  and  which  was  torn  and  biirncd, 
under  advice,  in  the  presence  of  Moore,  the  advance 
being  repaid  to  Mr.  Murray.  Such  is  Mr.  Moore's 
account  of  this  mysterious  transaction,*  Prom  hear- 
ing some  of  Lord  Byron's  opinions  of  his  contempo- 
raries, MJr.  Dallas  took  the  hint  of  writing  a  volume 
to  be  published  after  his  own  death  and  that  of  Loi-d 
Byron,  which  should  present  a  faithful  delineation  of 
the  poet's  character  as  he  had  known  him.  The 
judicious  advice  of  the  elder  author — for  Dallas  had 
been  a  not  unsuccessful  historian  and  novelist — was 
useful  to  Byron  in  his  tentative  walk  to  fame ;  and 
the  obhgation  was  amply  repaid  by  the  present  of 
the  copyright  of  the  first  two  cantos  of  "  Childe 
Harold,"  which,  strange  to  say,  Byron  was  unwilling 
to  publish  till  encouraged  by  the  judgment  of  his 
experienced  friend,  Byron  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven  ;  Dallas  could  have  scarcely  contemplated  to 
have  been  his  survivor.  The  world  was  eager  to 
learn  all  it  could  about  the  man  who  had  filled  so 
large  a  space  iu  its  thoughts  for  fourteen  years ;  and 
Mr.  DallaSj  not  from  mere  sordid  motives,  remodelled 
his  Memoir  into  "  Correspondence  of  Lord  Byron." 
I  purchased  the  manusciipt  for  a  large  sum  ;  and  in 
June  it  was  advertised  for  publication.  On  tho  30th 
of  that  month  Mr.  Hobhouse  called  on  me  with  a 
friend  who,  as  it  subsequently  appeared,  was  to  be  a 
witness  to  our  conversation,  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
disadvantage  under  which  the  presence  of  a  witness 

*  See  his  letter,  dated  May  26,  in  "Annual  Register  "  for  1821, 
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was  intended  to  place  me,  but  immediately  after  the 
Intel-view  I  made  a  full  notD  of  what  took  pla^e. 
Mr.  HobhoTise  came  to  protest,  as  one  of  the  exe- 
cutors of  Lord  Byron,  against  the  puhlication  of 
this  correspondence.  I  stated  that  I  had  read  the 
manuscript  careMly,  and  that  the  family  and  the 
executors  need  feel  no  apprehension  as  to  its  ten- 
dency, as  the  work  was  intended  to  elevate  Lord 
Byron's  mora!  and  intellectual  character.  Mr.  Hob- 
house  observed,  that  if  individuals  were  not  spoken 
of  with  bitterness,  and  if  opinions  were  not  very  freely 
expressed  in  these  letters,  they  were  not  like  Lord 
Byron's  letters  in  general  Tlio  result  was,  that  the 
Vice-Ch£incenor  granted  an  injunction  upon  the  affi- 
davits of  Mr.  Hohhouse  and  Mr.  Hanson,  co-oxccutors, 
that  such  contemplated  publication  was  "  a  hieach  of 
private  confidence,  and  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty." Thei-e  was  an  appeal  Our  counter-affidavits 
aflSrmed  that  the  letters  were  not  of  a  confidential 
character.  After  two  months  of  anxiety.  Lord  Eldon, 
the  Gha;ncellor,  decided  "that  If  A.  writes  a  letter  to 
B.,  B.  has  the  property  in  that  letter  for  the  purpose 
of  reading  and  keeping  it,  but  no  property  in  it  to 
publish  it."  The  unfortunate  quarto  volume,  as 
printed  to  p.  168,  is  before  me.  In  a  few  years, 
Mr.  Moore,  in  his  "Life  of  Byron,"  gave  his  testi- 
mony to  the  value  of  "a  sort  of  Memoir  of  the 
noble  Poet,  published  soon  after  his  death,  which, 
from  being  founded  chiefly  on  original  correspond- 
ence, is  the  most  authentic  and  tmstworthy  of  any 
that  have  yet  appeared."  That  Memoir  was  pub- 
lished by  me  at  the  end  of  182i,  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Dallas  on  the  2lst  of  October.  It  was  edited 
by  his   son,  the   Reverend  Alexander  Dallas,  who. 
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throughout  the  whole  of  thia  affair,  acted  in  the 
most  honourable  and  conscientious  spirit.  In  the 
omission  of  passages  of  the  original  manuscript,  he 
evinced  a  truly  Christian  temper  of  moderation 
towards  those  who  had  endeavoured  to  damage  his 
father's  character,  by  the  imputation  of  unworthy 
motives  in  seeking  to  publish  this  Correspondence. 
I  was  never  brought  so  near  to  Lord  Eldon  as 
during  the  hours  when  this'  case  wbj*  argued  in  his 
private  room.  I  observed  with  admiration  the 
patient  spirit  of  inquiry ;  the  desire  to  uphold  the 
authority  of  previous  cases  ;  but  with  a  strong  incli- 
nation not  to  decide  against  the  r^ht  of  publication, 
when  no  satisfactory  reason  could  be  shown  but  that 
of  individual  caprice  or  self-interest  for  suppressing 
the  work.  Mr.  Kindersley,  now  a  Yice-ChancoUor,  was 
our  Counsel,  and  most  ably  did  he  perform  his  duty. 
At  times  I  thought  that  the  "  I  doubt "  of  the  great 
Chancellor  would  have  terminated  in  out  favour. 
He  seemed,  even  in  pronouncing  judgment,  to  have 
some  hesitation  about  affirming  the  principle  upon 
which  he  ultimately  decided  as  to  the  property  in 
letters,  as  settled  by  the  law.  "Whether  that  was 
a  decision  that  could  very  well  have  stood  at  first 
or  not  I  will  not  undertake  to  say."  But  for  most 
purposes  of  public  utility  hia  judgment  was  valuable. 
"It  is  a  very  different  thing,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
publishing  as  information  what  these  letters  contain, 
and  publishing  the  letters  themselves."  Upon  this 
principle  we  acted,  in  regard  to  the  volume  which 
was  pubhshed  at  the  end  of  lS2i,  as  "  Becoliections 
of  Lord  Byron."  Mr.  Moore  reaped  the  fidl  advan- 
tage of  the  suppressed  Con-espondenco,  by  filhi^ 
many  pages,  in  1829,  with  the  letters  of  Dallas  and 
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Bjron  that  tlie  executors  had  thought  fit  to  suppress 
in  1824. 

In  the  midst  of  these  Chancery  proceedings  a  Cap- 
tain Parry  was  announced.  "A  fine  rough  subject" — 
as  Byi^on  designated  this  "fire-master  who  was  to 
burn  a  whole  fleet," — came  into  my  private  room, 
with  a  leathern  bag  slung  over  his  shoulder.  He 
threw  it  on  the  table,  exclaiming,  "There  you  have 
the  best  book  that  any  one  can  write  about  the 
Uight  Honourable  George  Gordon,  Lord  Byroa"  He 
opened  the  wallet ;  handed  me  some  of  the  illiterate 
scrawl ;  vaunted  again  and  again  his  friendship  with 
the  Right  Honourable  George  Gordon,  Lord  Byron — 
always  naming  him  by  his  titles  at  full  length  ;  and 
was  very  much  astonished  wherf  I  decHned  having 
anything  to  say  to  the  affair.  Captain  Parry  found 
some  person  to  prepai'e  his  MS.  for  the  press.  An 
action  of  some  sort  arose  out  of  the  puhJication;  and 
I  was  called  as  a  witness  to  prove  the  nature  of  the 
contents  of  that  leathern  hag.  Parry  having  main- 
tained that  he  was  the  sole  author  of  the  book.  The 
most  remarkable  part  of  this  piece  of  literary  manu- 
facture waa  a  ribald  dosciiption  of  Jeremy  Eentham, 
running  up  Meet  Street  pursued  by  a  notorious 
woman  called  "  The  City  Barge."  Parry  had  indoc- 
trinated his  scribe  with  his  own  hatred  of  the  Utili- 
tarians of  the  Greet  Committee  in  London,  who 
sent  out  printing-presses  and  pedagogues  in  more 
plentiful    supply    than    Congreve-rockets.       Byron 

writes  on  the  8th  February,  "Paiiy  says  B 

[?  Eentham]  is  a  humbug,  to  which  I  say  nothing. 
He  sorely  laments  the  printing  and  civilizing  ex- 
penses, and  wishes  that  there  was  not  a  Sunday 
school  In  the  world." 
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The  business-house  of  a  young  publisher  had,  at  the 
time  of  which  I  am  wiiting,  the  sort  of  attraction  for 
flights  of  authors  as  a  saltcat  has  for  pigeons.  The 
whole  commerce  of  Literature  is,  happily,  so  changed ; 
the  buyers  of  books  and  the  vendors  of  "books  have 
become  so  numerous ;  the  competition  for  the  power 
of  securing  literary  merit,  when  it  first  imps  its  wing, 
has  so  enlai^ed, — that  the  publishers  have  now  to 
seek  the  authoi-s — if  they  be  worth  seeking.  I  am 
not  sure,  even,  that  mediocrity  is  now  the  thing 
abhorred  by  gods,  men,  and  booksellers.  However 
this  may  be,- 1  had,  in  1S24,  heaps  of  unpubhshed 
manuscripts  to  look  over;  and,  what  was  more 
troublesome,  a  good  many  indignant  writers  to  bow 
out  There  were  strange  small  fishes  trying  to  swim 
in  the  wake  of  the  Leviathans  in  that "  yeasty  main," 
Some  brought  their  wares  in  bulk,  and  some  offered 
their  samples.  I  honestly  think  that  I  tried  to  be 
conscientious,  in  my  refusals  to  deal,  for  T  had  expe- 
rienced myself  a  Uttle  of  the  unknown  author's  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  a  publisher.  Yet  it  was  hard 
work.  I  had  not  learnt  the  art  of  refusing  in  terms 
that  should  be  meaningless  and  yet  effective.  One 
eminent  publisher  was  the  mo.rt  skilful  practitioner 
of  that  art  with  whom  I  was  acquainted.  I  have 
heard  some  such  dialogue  as  this :  A.  "I  presume. 
Sir,  you  have  at  length  been  able  to  peruse  my 
novel  ? " — C.   "  H'm !   chair  ...  my  reader  . .  .  clever 

not  quite  adapted  to  public  taste  ....  glut 

trade  very  dull  .  .  .  perhaps  next  season."— A.  "Would 

a  volume  of  poems  !"—C.  "  Poems  ? oh  !  . . , . 

drug "—A.  "  But  so  many  come  out  !"—C.  "Yes 

on  commission  ....  Messrs.  will  publish 

iot  you  .  ,  . ,  frint  on  your  own  account sell  five- 
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and-twenty  ....  not  our  lino  ....  excuse  .... 
gentleman  waiting."  I  began  at  last  to  think  that 
for  a  fashionable  pubKsher  there  was  a  gi-and  subject 
for  imitation  in  Lord  Eui-leigh's  shake  of  the  head. 
Sometimes  a  book  would  be  offered  me  that  appeared 
really  worth  a  venture.  A  huge  ungainly  Scot  walks 
in,  dressed  in  a  semi-military  fashion, — a  braided 
surtout  and  a  huge  fur  cape  to  his  cloak  ;  spluttering 
forth  his  unalloyed  dialect,  and  somewhat  redolent 
of  the  whiskey  that  he  could  find  south  of  the  Tweed. 
He  at  length  interested  me.  He  had  come  t«  .Lon- 
don a  literary  adyenturer.  He  had  been  his  own 
educator,  for  he  was  once  a  working  weaver.  Many 
were  the  schemes  of  hooks  that  he  was  ready  to 
write — schemes  that  had  been  in  the  hands  of  most 
publishers,  famous  or  obscure.  He  was  known,  I 
found,  to  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  staff  of  the  "  Times," 
— a  gentleman  to  whom  was  committed  the  charge 
of  the  Foreign  department  of  that  Journal,  which, 
even  forty  years  ago,  founded  its  success  upon  the 
marked  talent  and  rehable  knowledge  of  its  writers. 
Out  of  the  budget  of  Robert  Mudie  I  selected  a  plan 
for  a  book  on  London— something  in  the  manner  of 
one  which  he  had  published,  "  The  Modem  Athens." 
It  was  to  be  called  "  Babylon  the  Great."  The  work 
was  a  success.  I  was  acquainted  with  this  singular 
man  for  some  years.  He  would  occasionally  use  his 
powers  to  good  purpose ;  but  his  writings  were  too 
often  inaccurate.  He  approached  nearer  to  the  idea 
of  a  ha«k  author  of  the  old  times  than  any  man  I 
ever  saw.  He  would  undertake  any  work,  however 
unsuited  to  his  acquirements  or  his  taste.  Late  in 
his  career,  he  produced  a  book- — ^forgotten  now  per- 
haps, and  too  much  overlooked  by  scientific  naturalists 
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in  hia  own  day — which  exhibits  remarkable  powers 
of  observation  and  description.  Before  he  had  been 
condemned  to  a  life  of  incessant  literai-y  toil  in 
London— only  made  more  heavy  by  sottish  indul- 
gence— he  was  a  genuine  naturalist,  who  had  looked 
upon  the  plants,  the  insects,  the  birds,  and  other  ani- 
mal life  of  his  own  moors  and  mountains,  with  a 
rai-e  perception  of  the  cumous  and  beautifuL  "  The 
Feathered  Tribes  of  the  British  Islands  "  is  not  an 
every-day  work  of  science  without  imagination. 

I  used  sometimes  to  avail  myself  of  the  privilege 
of  propinquity  to  have  a  gossip  with  the  worthy  old 
gentleman  who  fii-st  made  the  name  of  Colnaghi 
famous  amongst  collectors.  He  once  gave  me  a  piece 
of  advice,  which  to  some  extent  made  me  shy  of  pur- 
suing an  interesting  study  of  human  character.  He 
had  seen  William  Henry  Ireland  entering  my  door, 
and  sometimes  making  a  long  visit.  I  delighted  to 
talk  with  the  author  of  tho  Shakspere  forgeries, 
having  no  very  harsh  opinion  of  the  man  who,  when 
a  lad  of  eighteen,  had  hoaxed  the  big-wigs  of  his  day, 
and  had  laughod  in  his  sleeve  when  Dr.  Parr  reve- 
rently knelt  and  rendered  thanks  that  ho  had  lived 
to  read  a  prayer  by  the  divine  poet,  finer  than  any- 
thii\g  in  the  Liturgy.  How  joyously  would  he  now 
look  back  upon  his  imposture  of  1795,  preserved  by 
his  inordinate  vanity  from  any  compunctious  visitings 
that  might  lead  him  to  think  that  a  fraud  was  not 
altogether  to  be  justified  by  its  cleverness !  Ho  was 
now  neai-ly  fifty  years  of  ago ;  doing  hard  work  of 
authorship  wherever  he  could  find  employment ; 
wi-etchedly  poor,  and  perhaps  not  altogether  ti-ust- 
worthy.  "  Take  you  care  of  that  Mr.  Ireland,"  says 
my  kind  neighbour  the  printseller.     "  He  used  to  be 
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veiy  fond  of  looking  over  my  Eembrandt  etchings 
and  other  portable  rarities.  But—  I  will  say  no 
more."  I  was  not  taken  with  any  of  poor  Ireland's 
schemes.  He  had  outlived  hia  very  questionable 
fame  m  the  author  of  Shakspere's  "  Vortigem  and 
Rowena."  Thirty  years  had  passed  sicce  he  made 
his  "  Confossione." 

When  I  was  first  planted  in  the  West  End  aa  a 
Publisher  of  Miscellaneous  Works,  I  adopted  the 
honest,  but  somewhat  impolitic,  rule  of  never  suffei- 
ing  myself  to  be  denied.  The  natural  consequence 
was,  that  half  my  day  was  spent  in  listening  to  very 
dull  harangues  upon  neglected  merit,  from  authors 
who  were  making  the  round  of  hard-hearted  and 
mercenary  dealers,  who,  with  the  hereditary  efironteiy 
of  the  trade,  refused  to  embark  their  capital  in  print- 
ing books  that  they  were  satisfied  would  not  sell. 
But  there  would  often  come  a  welcome  relief  in 
clients  of  a  better  order.  Of  such  I  may  mention 
Captain  John  Dundas  Oochi-ane,  whose  "  Pedestrian 
Journey  through  Eussia  and  Siberian  Tartary,"  I 
published  with  great  success.  Moat  amusing  was 
the  convei-sation  of  this  eccentric  traveller,  who  did 
me  the  honour  to  introduce  me  to  his  wife,  brought 
to  England  by  him  from  the  end  of  the  Kamtchatkan 
penmsula — a  beautiful  little  flaxen-haired  creature, 
who  shrank  from  my  presence  and  hid  behind  a 
table.  He  did  not  persuade  me  to  adopt  the  custom 
which  had  been  forced  upon  him  in  default  of  other 
food — that  of  eating  fish  raw,  which  he  retained  in 
the  heart  of  civilised  life  as  a  luxury  far  greater  than 
any  nice  cookery  could  produce,  In  a  varied  inter- 
course such  as  that  of  an  aspiring  publishei-,  he  must 
have  veiy  dull  faculties  to  allow  them  to  s 
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Give  him  a  prosperous  career  and  few  occupations 
can  be  happier,  great  aa  may  he  his  risks  and  re- 
sponsibilities. Even  the  loungers  who  had  no  objecta 
of  business  to  propound  kept  up  a  pleasant  excite- 
ment. The  mere  goasipei-s  were  not  unprofitable 
visitors,  I  endured  much  desultory  tattle  iu  the 
conviction  that  a  successfiil  publisher  must  make  up 
his  mind  to  give  many  hours  to  what,  in  the  ci-owded 
marts  "  where  merchants  most  do  congregate,"  would 
be  deemed  utter  waste  of  tima  Some  of  the  plea- 
sant friends  of  those  mornings  in  Pall  Mall  East  now 
"come  like  shadows"  before  me.  Let  me  call  up 
the  memory  of  one  to  whom  the  words  of  Junius 
might  be  applied,  "  he  is  a  genii^ — let  him  stand 
alone."  Thomas  Gent  sits  rollicking  on  the  largest 
chair  that  he  can  find- — as  fat,  not  quite  as  witty,  but 
■with  as  sufficient  an  amount  of  "  impudent  sauci- 
ness,"  as  Falstaff.  I  have  witnessed  the  irresistible 
joke  come  slowly  and  demurely  off  the  tongue  of 
Hood,  he  perfectly  grave  and  silent  after  the  effusion, 
whilst  his  hearers  are  bursting  again  and  again  into 
peals  of  laughter.  I  have  seen  the  retort,  quick  and 
blinding  as  lightning,  flash  from  the  lips  of  Jen-old, 
whilst  he  himself  led  the  chorus  of  mirth  at  his  own 
success,  and  the  victim  would  laugh  tho  longest  and 
the  loudest.  But  never  saw  I  such  effects  of  mere 
drollery,  resting  upon  the  slightest  sub-soil  of  intel- 
lect, as  my  corpulent  friend  produced,  whether  he 
encountered  an  acquaintance  as  he  slowly  paced  the 
Strand  "  larding  tho  loan  earth ; "  or  gathered  a 
crowd  round  him  in  the  box-lobby  to  giin  as  they 
had  just  grinned  at  Liston ;  or,  falling  asleep  the 
instant  he  had  dined,  suddenly  woke  up  and  set  the 
table  in   a  roar,  again   closing  his  eyes  and  again 
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waking  up  to  the  e»nie  sncoess.      And  jet  I  can 
reooBeot  none  of  tkis  humom-ist's  jests  or  liis  anec- 
dotes.    Yes— one.     He  was  a  Tamonih  man,  and 
there  also  was  sojonming  his  reverend  friend,  Mr. 
Croly,  and  their-  genial  associate,  J.  P.  Davis.     A 
hospitable   aldetmm   ot  that  Sonrishing  port  had 
invrted  them  to  dinner;  the  throe  were  the  eailiost 
of  the  guests.    As  usual  Gent  Bred  off  some  absurdity 
which  put  an  end  to  all  conventional  gravity,  even 
in  the  stai-k  clergyman,  aud  the  trio  began  "  to  giggle 
and  make  giggle."     The  solemn  host,  unused  to  such 
esplosious,  exdaimed  in  an  agony,  "  Gentlemen,  gen- 
tlemen—pray be  quiot— the  company  am't  come  " 
Croly  drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height,  and  address- 
ing the  unfortunate  man  with  that  withering  haughti- 
ness which  was  sometimes  a  mask  for  hie  good  nature, 
said,  "  What,  sir  I  are  we  hired  ? — are  we  hired  ? "     I 
must  not  linger  amongst  the  loungers  of  my  back 
room,  yet  I  cannot  forget  one  of  the  pleasantesl  and 
most  improving,  Dr  Maginn.     To  him  the  gossip  of 
the  modern  world  was  as  famihar  as  the  learning  ot 
the  ancient.     From  some  oiganic  defect  of  utterance 
his  speech  was  occasionally  hesitating;  yet  when  his 
words  came  forth  they  were  full  of  meaning-ulways 
pleasant,  often  wise.     It  cannot,  however,  be  deni* 
he  was  best  of  a  moming,_the  double  excitement 
of  the  table  and  the  talk  was  sometimes  too  much 
for  him. 
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CHAPTER    Xn. 

^  E  have  no  sufficiently  clear  record  of  the 
commerce  of  books  in  the  days  of  Pope 
and  Addison,  to  be  enabled  to  say  that 
there  was  a  mai-ked  Publishing  Season. 
The  fact  that  there  was  a  Long  Vacation  may  lead 
us  to  conclude  that  when  "  Chambers  in  the  King's 
Bench  Walk"  were  deserted,  Mr.  Tonson  was 
entertaining  the  Kit-Cat  Club  in  his  Thames-aide 
Villa,  and  that  Mr.  Lintot  had  left  the  custody  of 
his  "  rubric  posts  "  to  his  shop  boys.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  custom  in  the  reign  of  the  first  Geo]^, 
undoubtedly  the  publisher  of  any  note  asserted  his 
right  to  a  Season  in  the  reign  of  George  IV. 
Eor  the  three  months  of  autumn,  the  Circulating 
Libraries  were  indifferently  supplied  with  Travel 
and  Romance ;  but  great  wei-e  the  preparations  for 
the  coming  campaign.  Manuscripts  were  in  critical 
hands,  proofs  were  circulating  by  post,  negotiations 
were  on  foot,  advertisements  were  being  prepared, 
mysterious  hints  about  "  the  Journal  of  a  noble  lady, 
that  had  been  read  to  a  select  circle  of  fashionables," 
appeared  in  the  papers.  Like  the  mighty  ones  of 
ray  craft,  I  was  glad  that  the  Season  had  come  to  an 
end,  in  the  July  of  1825.  With  me  it  was  closed  by 
the  publication  of  a  work  of  unusual  importance. 
Milton's  Latin  Treatise  on  Christian  Doctrine,  having 
been  discovered  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  was  placed 
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in  the  hands  of  the  Librarian  and  Historiographer  to 
George  IV.,  for  the  laudable  purpose  of  giving  to 
the  world  an  unpublished  work  of  one  of  the  greatest 
of  English  poets.  That  office  was  held  in  1824  by 
the  Rev.  (Carles  Richard  Sumner,  The  original, 
and  a  ti-anslation,  were  prioted  at  the  Cambridge 
Univei-sity  Press,  and  I  was  selected  as  their  Pub- 
lisher.* At  the  time  of  its  publication  the  editor 
and  translator  was  D.D.,  and  a  prebendary  of  Canter- 
bury. In  1827  he  succeeded  Dr.  Tomline,  as  bishop 
of  WiQchester.  I  cannot  advert  to  the  coniidence 
which  Dr.  Sunmer  placed  in  me,  and  bear-  in  mind 
the  whole  nature  of  my  intercourse  with  him,  without 
a  feeling  of  affectionate  gmtitude  to  a  most  zealous 
and  constant  friend,  whose  kindness  was  never  alloyed 
by  any  of  the  condescension  of  patronage — who,  when 
he  had  arrived  at  almost  the  highest  ecclesiastical 
dignity,  preserved  the  same  frank  and  amiable  de- 
meanour that  he  had  exhibited  when  I  first  knew 
him  at  Windsor — who,  a  year  or  two  later,  won 
my  heai-t  by  his  public  spirit,  as  well  as  by  his 
personal  kindness, — for  it  was  he,  in  his  diocese  of 
Llandaff,  who,  in  a  letter  of  inteiTogatoriee  sent 
round  to  his  Clergy,  asked  a  question  which  became 
famous — "  Are  there  infant  schools  in  your  parish — 
and,  if  not,  why  not  ? "  It  is  in  me  an  act  of  simple 
justice  here  to  record  a  circumstance  which  has  been 
misunderstood  in  connection  with  the  translation  of 
Milton's  posthumous  work. 

In  1824  I  went  with  Mr.  Sumner  to  Cambridge, 
to  aiTange  for  the  printing  of  the  original  Latin  MS. 
at  the  University  Press.     Marvellous  to  relate,  there 

*  A  reprint  of  tlie  translation  lias  been  published  by  Mr.  Bohn. 
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was  no  functionaay  of  that  printing  office  who  was 
competent  to  see  that  the  coiTections  upon  the  proofs 
as  they  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  editor  were 
properly  attended  to.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  intro- 
ducing Mr.  Sidney  Walker  to  Mr.  Sumner,  and  it 
was  agreed  that  he  should  undertake  this  duty.  The 
printing  of  the  Latin  edition,  and  of  the  English 
translation,  was  completed  in  the  course  of  a  twelve- 
month. The  Preface  by  the  translator  contains  the 
following  pari^raph :  "  He  cannot  conclude  these 
preliminaiy  remarks  without  acknowledging  his 
ohligations  to  W.  S.  Walkei-,  Esq.,  Fellow  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  who  has  not  only  discharged  the 
greater  part  of  the  laborious  office  of  correcting  the 
press,  hut  whose  valuahle  suggestions  during  the 
progress  of  the  work  have  contributed  to  remove 
some  of  its  imperfections."  The  Eev.  J.  Moultrie, 
in  his  Memoir  of  Mr.  Walkei',  prefixed  to  his 
"  Poetical  Remains,"  says  of  this  incident  in  his 
friend's  literary  career,  "  The  work  being  printed  afc 
the  University  Press,  Walker  was  selected  as  resident 
on  the  spot,  and  eminently  qualified  for  the  office,  to 
revise  and  con-ect  the  pixiof  sheets.  In  the  perform- 
ance of  this  task  he  considerably  overstepped  the 
limits  of  his  commission,  reviewing  not  only  the 
printer's  but  the  translator's  labour,  and  leaving 
upon  the  work  the  indehble  impress  of  his  own 
masterly  scholarship  and  profound  appreciation  of 
the  author's  genius."  Compared  with  this  statement 
the  acknowledgment  by  Dr.  Sumner  of  his  ohliga- 
tions to  Mr.  Walker  may  appear  not  only  cold,  but 
insufficient.  It  is  my  duty  to  state  that  not  only 
had  the  accomplished  Fellow  of  Trinity  "consider- 
ably overstepped  the  limits  of  his  commissioDj"  biit 
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had  concealed  the  fact  of  having  done  so  till  the 
printing  of  the  work  was  completed.  He  waa 
fastidious  to  excess  in  his  critical  scholarship.  Hia 
clandestine  mode  of  proceeding  was  to  be  attributed  to 
his  utter  want  of  decision  of  character.  To  me  he  at 
length  made  the  tardy  commmiication  of  hia  error.  "  I 
ought  properly  to  address  Mr.  Sumner,  but  I  cannot 
miister  confidence  to  make  the  communication  to  him. 
The  truth  is,  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  great  and 
unwan-antable  liberties  with  regard  to  the  trans- 
lation of  Milton.  I  undei-stood  it  to  be  his  wish  that 
I  should  make  no  alterations,  except  euch  aa  were 
approved  of  by  him  ;  and  with  this  wish  I  confoi-med 
for  a  short  time,  except  some  minute  encroachments 
after  the  sheet  was  returned  from  Windsor ;  but  as 
I  went  on,  so  many  instances  occurred  to  me  in  which, 
so  I  thought,  the  translation  might  be  bettered,  that 
at  last  I  dropped  all  remorse  and  altered  without 
compunction.  The  truth  was,  tliat  although  the 
translation  *¥ouId  in  any  case  have  been  quite  as 
good  aa  is  generally  thought  proper  to  bestow  on 
modem  works,  written  in  foreign  languages — so  that 
the  public  would  not  have  complained,— I  could  not 
be  satisfied,  unless  it  were  something  better,"  Many, 
he  says,  may  think  he  had  too  i-igid  ideas  of  the 
duties  of  a  translator.  Hia  justification  was  to  bo 
found,  he  maintains,  in  the  desire  he  felt  "that  the 
work  might  be,  not  good  in  a  certain  stated  degi-ee, 
but  as  good  as  it  could  be  made." 

The  days  before  "  Murray  " — the  daya  when  the 
touriat  went  groping  his  way  through  foreign  towns 
witliout  the  friendly  aid  of  the  famous  "  Hand  Books 
for  Travellera " — seem  to  belong  to  an  era  when 
the  majority  of  Britons  were,  in  some  sense,  "almost 
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separated  from  the  whole  world."  Yet,  in  1S25, 
these  excellent  books  would  have  been  before  their 
time.  Travelliiig  had  not  then  become  a  fashion. 
The  modes  of  conveyance  were  tedious,  uncertain, 
and  espensiva  An  opportunity  was  presented  to 
me  in  the  August  of  that  year  of  seeing  Paris  under 
agreeable  circumstances ;  and  I  persuaded  myself 
that  through  a  pei-sonal  intercourse  with  French  pub- 
lishers I  could  unite  business  with  pleasure.  I  joined 
a  family,  of  which  the  mother  had  been  the  friend 
of  my  childhood — whose  elder  daughter  was  gi-owing 
into  the  elegant  and  accomplished  woman — whose 
two  sons  were  Etonians,  full  of  spirit  and  curiosity. 
We  travelled  through  Picai-dy  with  a  calfeche  and 
pair  of  horses  that  we  had  hii-ed  at  Calais ;  accom- 
plishing about  forty  miles  each  day,  with  ample 
opportunities  of  seeing  the  countiy  and  observing 
the  manners  of  the  people.  The  Diligence  often 
passed  us  or  met  us.  We  could  never  want  a  hearty 
laugh  whilst  the  postilion  diverted  us  with  bis  jack- 
boots and  his  pigtail  We  drew  up  beneatD  the 
hedge-row  apple-trees  as  he  cracked  his  leathern 
whip  with  the  noise  of  a  little  blunderbuss.  We 
rather  pitied  the  poor  creatures,  who,  in  the  hottest 
of  weather,  were  shut  up  in  the  interior  of  that 
raachina  We  did  not  even  envy  the  uninterrupted 
prospect  of  the  few  who  sat  aloft  with  the  conducteur 
in  the  cabriolet.  So  we  leisurely  journeyed,  pleased 
with  all  we  saw  ;  enjoying  the  quails  and  partridges, 
which  we  often  found  at  dinner  or  supper,  although 
the  glory  of  bread-sauce  was  reserved  for  our  own 
country,  according  to  the  belief  of  Lord  Devon ; 
mightily  relishing  the  wine  which  we  always  thought 
surprisingly  cheap  ;  and  well  inclined  to  believe  that 
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there  were  no  bad  inns  upon  the  road  which  the 
English  were  wont  to  use  in  the  days  of  leisurely 
travelling.  They  are  gone,— for  the  tourist  from 
Boulogne  to  Paris  of  1864— the  Diligence,  the  Malie 
poste,  the  colossal  boots,  and  the  queues.  He  cannot 
enjoy,  as  we  enjoyed,  the  quiet  dinner  at  Montreuil ; 
the  nice  supper  at  Abbeville ;  the  mai-ket  day  at 
Beauvais,  amidst  smiling  vendors  of  eggs  and  poultry 
in  their  wondrous  caps  and  sabots,  who  did  not  seem 
as  if  they  ever  toiled  in  the  harvest  time  as  we  had 
seen  some  of  their  hard-worked  country-women.  We 
now  rush  from  London  to  Paris  in  twelve  hours,  and 
fancy  we  have  seen  JFrance. 

The  Paris  of  Chaiies  X.^was  as  suggestive  of 
political  and  social  contrasts  to  the  Paris  of  the  first 
Napoleon,  as  its  physical  aspects  gave  no  promise  of 
thewondei-s  that  might  be  effected  under  a  sagacious 
despotism  during  the  lapse  of  another  generation. 
There  was  a  constitutional  Government ;  a  vigorous 
opposition ;  an  unhcensed  Pi-ess.  There  were  earnest 
apeatersinthe  Chamber  of  Deputies  ;  bitter  satirists 
in  prose  and  verse ;  Beranger  was  on  all  lips,  and 
Courier  might  be  read  in  castrated  editions ;  the 
officers  of  the  Crown  instituted  proceedings  against 
journalists,  but  the  tribunals  refused  to  condemn 
them.  There  was  then  an  open  straggle  between 
the  naiTowest  bigotry  and  the  broadest  hcence  in 
matters  of  religion.  The  priestly  and  ultra^royaUst 
parties,  with  the  Court  at  their  head,  were  despised. 
They  were  "  Us  mfimvment  petita,"  whose  fall  would 
be  a  Revolution.  I  saw  the  King  and  the  Eoyai 
family  walk  from  the  Tuileries  in  procession  to 
Notre  Dame,  on  the  Feast  of  the  Ascension  of  the 
Virgin,  amidst  a  population  intent  upon  a  holiday 
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arid  in  tolerable  good  humour.  But  there  waa  no 
enthusiasm,  and  there  were  significa,nt  shrugs  of 
the  shoulders.  While  the  King  was  mai-ching 
through  the  streets  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
priests,  the  people  were  discussing  the  atrocity  of  the 
law  of  saci'iiege  which  was  being  debated  in  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  under  which  law  the  profana- 
tion of  the  sacred  utensils  was  to  be  punished  with 
death.  Nevertheless,  all  was  gaiety  in  this  beauteous 
summer  time.  There  were  then  noble  trees  on  the 
Boulevards,  beneath  whose  shade  we  sipped  our  ices, 
or  lingered  till  the  deep  blue  sky  was  geanmed  with 
stars.  The  gardens  of  the  Tuileries  and  the  Champs 
Elys^es  were  iilled  with  crowds  of  idlers.  Versailles, 
with  its  Qrandes  Ea/ux,  was  to  us  a  place  of  wonder 
and  delight.  The  Palace  of  the  Grand  Monarque, 
before  Louis  Philippe  had  dedicated  its  saloons  to 
the  glories  of  the  Consulate  and  the  Empire, 
presented  historical  memorials  more  interesting  than 
picture  after  picture  of  battle  fields,  most  of  them  bad 
and'all  wearisoma  The  streets  of  Paris  were  fertile 
in  remembrances  of  a  past  generation  of  comparative 
uncivilisation.  The  stinking  gutter  stagnated  in  the 
middle  of  the  causeway,  which  had  no  trottoirs.  The 
rope  stretched  from  side  to  side,  with  the  lamp  in 
the  centre,  made  ns  understand  the  meaning  of  d  la 
lanter-ne.  I  was  awakened  every  morning  at  five 
o'clock  by  the  cleaving  of  wood  in  the  Sue  Eicheheu, 
for  the  winter  supply  of  the  H6tel  des  Princes,  in 
which  I  had  the  misfortune  to  b^ lodged  in  a  fiont 
bed-room.  In  spite  of  some  discomforts-— even  in  a 
first-rate  hotel — which  ha-ve  now  vanished,  we  were 
well  pleased  with  oui-  fortnight  of  sight-seeing ;  were 
not  discomposed  by  assisting  at  the  representation  of 
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three  farees  at  the  Theatre  dea  Vari^tes,  in  -which 
the  chief  humour  was  a  burlesque  of  English 
manners.  At  the  Thesitre  Fran^ais  I  saw  Talma 
in  Sylla,  and  lost  my  belief  that  French  dramatic 
poetry  was  essentially  a  conventional  and  tame 
aiFair.  The  great  tragedian  united,  aa  I  then  felt, 
the  majestic  impressiveness  of  Kemble  with  the 
passionate  energy  of  Kean.  I  am  afraid  that  I  was 
too  much  pleased  and  excited  in  Paris  to  attend  very 
profitably  to  business.  I  found  the  publishers  with 
whom  I  bad  negotiations  veiy  obliging  and  unpre- 
tentious ;  living  plainly  in  their  houses  of  business  ; 
and  not  affecting  to  be  anything  gi-ander  than 
dealers  in  books,  who  had  a  shrewd  eye  to  a  bargain. 
We  travelled  homeward  through  Normandy,  where 
the  green  fields  and  the  pretty  churches  reminded  us 
of  English  scenes.  We  rested  for  a  night  at  Nenf- 
chMel,  where  we  tasted  the  delicious  little  cheeses 
fresh  in  the  place  of  their  production — a  luxury 
made  just  then  somewhat  famous  by  the  mistake  of 
a  worthy  alderman  of  London,  who,  having  first  seen 
the  delicacy  at  a  gi-eat  man's  table,  said  he  would 
order  a  hundred  of  his  correspondent,  and  was 
astonished  by  the  debvery  at  his  door  of  a  ton  or 
two  of  the  hard  cheeses  of  Switzerland,  almost  as  big 
as  a  cart  wheel.  May  I  dare  to  say,  that  some  of  the 
leisure  of  the  ladies  of  our  party  was  employed  in 
sewing  sundry  yards  of  French  silk  within  the 
lining  of  my  cloak.  Smuggling  was  then  deemed  a 
vernal  offence.  Huekisson's  great  measure  removing 
the  prohibition  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  sUks 
was  not  to  take  effect  tiU  1826. 

When  I  returned  in  September,  my  family  were 
at  Windsor.     I   had  the  opportunity,  in  company 
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with  Dr.  Sumner,  of  seeing  tho  progress  of  the  great 
improvements  of  the  Castle,  and  of  listening  to  the 
clear  explanations  of  his  plans,  which  Mr.  Wyatville 
gave  with  the  sti-aightforward  simplicity  characteristio 
of  his  practical  genius.  In  the  previous  summer, 
soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  works,  I  had 
gone  into  the  old  building  with  Mr.  Britton.  We 
had  found  the  architect  sitting  alone  surrounded 
with  demolished  walls  at  the  north-east  angle  of  the 
Ten'ace  front,  deeply  engaged  in  the  study  of  a 
ground  plan.  His  idea  of  the  heautiful  octagon 
tower,  called  Bi-unswick,  was  then  shaping  itself 
into  that  harmonious  combination  of  somewhat  in- 
congi-uous  parts  which  he  so  happily  effected  in 
many  portions  of  the  fortress-palace  of  Edward  IIL, 
by  the  careful  preservation  of  old  features  and  the 
happy  adaptation  of  new.  I  could  not  long  hnger  at 
Windsor  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  beautiful  autumn, 
but  had  to  be  much  in  London,  as  the  publishing, 
season  was  approaching.  Eveiy  day  was  then  giving 
birth  to  some  new  project  for  the  employment  of 
capital,  although  during  the  Session  of  Parliament, 
which  closed  on  the  6th  of  July,  two  hundred  and 
eighty-six  private  bills  had  been  passed  for  schemes 
of  local  improvement,  chiefly  to  be  efifected  by  the 
agency  of  Joint  Stock  Companies.  You  could 
scarcely  meet  a  man  in  the  city  who  had  not  some- 
thing to  say  about  the  lise  or  the  fall  in  shares — ■ 
shares  in  Canals,  in  Eail-roads,  in  Packets,  in  Ga'5- 
works,  in  Mines,  in  Banks,  in  Insurance  Offices,  in 
Fisheries,  in  Sugar  and  Indigo  cultivation,  in  Iiish 
Manufactures,  in  Newspapers.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Session  the  King  had  "the  happiness  of  con- 
gi'atulating "   his  Parliament  on  "general  and  in- 
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creasing  prosperity ; "  at  the  end  of  the  Session  the 
same  prosperity  "continues  to  pervade  every  part 
of  the  kingdonu"  These  sanguine  views  gained  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  title  of  "Pros- 
perity Eobinson."  Turning  aside  from  thoughts  of 
French  translations  and  other  productions  of  ephe- 
meral Literature,  I  had  devised  a  lai^e  and  compre- 
hensive scheme  of  a  "  National  Library  " — a  cheap 
series  of  books  which  should  condense  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  voluminous  and  expensive  works. 
I  prepared  a  Prospectus,  in  which  I  truly  said,  "  It 
is  to  be  remarked  that,  with  some  few  striking 
exceptions,  the  general  Literature  of  our  country  is 
either  addressed  to  men  of  leisure  and  reseai-ch,  and 
is,  therefore,  bulky  and  diffuse ;  or  it  is  frittered 
down  into  meagre  and  spiritless  outlines,  adapted 
only  for  juvenile  capacities."  I  settled  the  subjects 
of  about  a  hundred  volumes,  in  History,  Science  and 
Art,  and  Miscellaneous  literature.  I  submitted  this 
Prospectus  to  Mr.  Colbum,  who  expressed  his  desire 
to  join  me  in  the  undertaking,  in  conjunction  with 
some  wholesale  house.  It  was  settled  that  Mr. 
Whittaker  should  be  applied  to,  and  accordingly  the 
general  terms  of  an  agreement  were  soon  arranged 
between  us. 

During  November  I  applied  myself  assiduously  to 
the  preparation  of  a  complete  scheme  to  go  before 
the  pubUc.  I  obtained  the  opinion  of  judicious 
advisers.  I  made  overtures  to  writera.  I  received 
a  letter  from  my  old  friend  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Turner, 
in  which  he  says,  "  I  hear  from  Mr.  Locker  that 
you  are  about  to  undertake  an  extensive  scheme 
of  publication  something  like  that  which  Constable 
is  advertising  so  assiduously.     I  shall  be  very  glad 
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to  enlist  as  a  coutnbutor  to  your  stores.  Constable's 
programme  seems  veiy  imposing,  but  like  all  com- 
prehensive sketches  it  is  both  deficient  and  redun- 
dant." My  own  plan  was  no  doubt  open  to  the  same 
objection.  It  was  more  systematic  than  Constable's, 
and,  therefore,  perhaps  less  attractive.  I  waa  in 
high  spirits  at  the  prospect  of  congenial  occupation 
in  the  editorehip  of  this  series,  and  in  a  probable 
source  of  profit  with  a  limited  responsibility.  Mr. 
Whittaker  was  as  sanguine  as  myself.'  We  had 
contracted  an  intimacy  as  members  of  a  Club 
of  a  peculiar  charactfir,  of  which  there  was  no 
previous  example,  and  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  has 
had  no  imitatora  "  The  Publishers'  Club  "  included 
under  that  comprehensive  name  Authors  as  well  as 
Pubhshei-s  proper.  Mr.  Jerdan,  in  his  "Auto- 
biography," describes  this  Club  as  "The  Literaiy 
Club,"  but  I  never  knew  it  under  any  other  name 
than  "  The  Publishere',"  Our  monthly  dinner  was  at 
the  Albion,  in  Aldersgate  Street.  It  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly pleasant  association,  even  when  the  pro- 
ceedings were  not  enlivened  by  invited  guests,  such 
as  the  great  comedians  Munden  and  Mathews,  I 
remember  an  evening  of  i^are  enjoyment,  when  I  sat 
by  Munden — a  man  of  the  most  exquisite  humoui' — 
a  great  actor  when  asked  for  an  exercise  of  bis  art, 
but  returning  naturally  to  take  an  intelligent  share 
in  general  conversation.  On  ordinary  occasions,  Mr. 
Croly  harangued  in  a  style  which  some  deemed 
eloquence ;  Mr,  Jerdan  made  puns  which  some  re- 
garded as  wit ;  and  Dr.  Kitchener  pronounced  dog- 
matic opinions  upon  cookery  and  wine.  Hood,  a 
few  years  before,  had  spread  his  fame  far  and  wide 
in  hia  "  Ode  to  Dr.  Kitchener  ;"  but  I  was  not  quite 
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aware  of  our  Vice-Cliairman's  greatness  m  the  world 
of  gastronomy  till  I  saw  the  rich  laudloi'd  of  the 
Albion  address  himself  to  the  sage  physician,  whose 
maxim  to  ward  off  dyspepsia  was  "  masticate,  denti- 
cate,  chump,  and  chew."  As  he  sat,  eagerly  looking 
for  the   remove,  with  his  pocket-case  of  sauces  by 

his  side,  Mr. humbly  requested  that  he  would 

deign  to  taste  of  a  certain  dish  which  the  genius 
of  his  chef  had  recently  produced.  The  fiat  of 
approval  was  given.     Henceforth  the  luxury  would 


The  first  meeting  of  our  dub  season  of  1825  was 
joyous.  The  second  meeting  was  dismal  The  com- 
mercial world  was  in  alarm.  How  well  I  remember 
the  anxious  face  of  Mr.  James  Duncan,  one  of  the 
most  prudent  and  sagacious  of  publishers !  Even 
such  a  man 

' '  Drew  Priam's  ourtain  in  the  dead  of  night, 
And  would  have  told  him,  half  Hs  Troy  was  burnt. " 

Duncan  would  have  told  us,  had  he  dared,  that  half 
the  Row  was  shaky.  Few  of  our  Club  after  this 
meeting  were  in  the  humour  for  a  monthly  festivity. 
The  Panic  had  come,  passing  over  all  our  tribe  like 
the  Simoom,  bringing  with  it  general  feebleness,  if 
not  individual  death.  Scott,  in  the  blind  confidence 
which  he  felt,  even  whilst  he  and  Constable  were 
signing  "  sheafe  of  bills,"  writes  in  his  Journal  of 
November  25th,  "After  all,  it  is  hard  that  the 
I  stock-jobbing  Jews,  should,  for  their  own 
ke  such  a  state  of  ci-edit  as  now  exists 
in  London,"  If  th.^,". pleasant  vices"  of  speculative 
men  had  not  found  work  for  the  stodi-jobbing  Jews, 
there  would  have  been  no  panic  to  become  one  of 
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tlie  "  instruments  to  scourge  us " — the  humblest 
Bubjects,  and  the  highest  potentates,  of  "the  realms 
of  print."  The  house  of  Whittaker  succumbed  very 
early,  and  its  affairs  were  righteously  administered 
by  Trustees,  who  in  a  few  years  restored  it  to  its 
old  position.  Hurst  and  Robinson  fell,  never  to  rise 
again,  and  pulled  down  Constable  and  Ballantyne 
with  them.  Then  began  the  heroic  period  of  Walter 
Scott's  life,  when  we  might  almost  envy  him  hia 
misfortunes  and  mistakes,  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  grandeur  of  his  effoiis  to  retrieve  them. 

On  the  6th  of  December  I  had  been  at  Windsor. 
Returning  to  London  by  the  afternoon  coach,  I 
learnt  that  the  banking-house  of  Williams  &  Co. 
had  stopped  payment.  They  were  the  bankers  who 
transacted  the  business  of  Messrs.  Ramsbottom  and 
Legh,  the  partners  in  our  sole  Windsor  bank,  and 
laige  bi'ewera.  I  was  upon  intimate  terms  with 
both  these  gentlemen,  and  I  dreaded  the  conse- 
quence to  them  of  this  unexpected  calamity.  Late 
at  n^hfc  they  both  arrived  at  my  house  in  Pall  Mall 
East,  We  spent  several  hours  in  anxious  consulta- 
tion ;  but  it  was  at  length  agreed  that  Mr.  Legh 
should  immediately  return  to  Windsor,  to  counter- 
mand an  order  that  had  been  given  for  the  closing 
of  their  bank  on  the  morning  of  the  7th.  It  had 
seemed  impossible  upon  the  iirst  receipt  of  the  dis- 
astrous intelligence  to  prevent  a  fatal  run  upon 
them ;  for  their  resources,  beyond  the  regulated 
supply  of  specie  and  banknotes  to  pay  their  own 
well-worn  pieces  of  paper — the  ordinary  currency  of 
the  town  and  neighboui'hood— were  now  locked  up 
in  the  unfortunate  London  house,  Mr.  Ramsbottom 
was   one   of   the   members   for   the  borough,   very 
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popular,  and  of  unimpeached  credit.  He  and  I  eet 
out  on  an  excursion,  west  and  east,  to  seek  tho 
assistance  of  bankers  and  other  capitalists,  his 
friends.  In  the  Albany  we  found  the  pai'tners  of 
one  firm,  that  of  Messrs.  Everett,  deliberating  by 
lamp-Ught.  A  few  words  showed  how  unavailing 
was  the  hope  of  help  from  them :  "  We  shall  our- 
selves stop  at  nine  o'clock."  The  dark  December 
morning  gradually  grew  lighter  ;  the  gas-lamps  died 
out ;  but  long  before  it  was  perfect  day  we  found 
Lombard  Street  blocked  up  by  eager  crowds,  each 
man  struggling  to  be  foremost  at  the  bank  where  he 
kept  his  account  if  its  doors  should  he  opened.  We 
entered  several  of  the  banks  where  the  counters 
were  surrounded  by  the  presenters  of  cheques ;  and 
were  witnesses  to  the  calm  which  sustains  the  lionest 
English  trader  in  the  hour  of  difficulty,  even  as  it 
has  sustained  many  a  naval  commander  when  the 
ship  has  struck  upon  a  sunken  rock,  and  his  own 
safety  is  the  last  consideration.  There  was  a 
London  office  of  Messrs.  Ramsbottom's  brewery ;  and 
here  we  found  a  considerable  sum  that,  through  the 
prudence  of  the  principal  clerk,  had  not  been  paid 
in  on  the  6th  to  their  banking  agents  in  Birchin 
Lane.  We  decided  upon  a  plan  of  action,  the  artifice 
of  which  was  justified  by  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
I  took  my  seat  in  a  postchaise  with  ray  treasure — ■ 
something  less  than  a  thousand  pounds — and  was 
whirled  to  Windsor  in  a  couple  of  hours  by  four 
horses.  As  I  changed  horses  at  Hounslow,  or  stopped 
at  turapikes,  I  proclaimed,  "  funds  for  the  Windsor 
Bank."  The  news  spread  down  the  road  in  that 
extraordinary  way  in  which  news,  good  or  bad,  is 
promulgated.     I   drove  triumphantly  into  the  yard 
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of  tlie  Bank,  amidst  the  hurrahs  of  a  multitude  out- 
side, to  whom  I  had  pi-ochumed  my  mission.  There 
was  a  meeting  at  the  same  time  taking  place  at  the 
Town  Hall,  at  which  my  townsmen  entered  into 
resolutions  declaring  their  opinion  of  the  solvency  of 
the  firm,  and  the  necessity  of  not  pressing  upon 
them  in  the  hour  of  difficulty.  The  bank  was  saved. 
Its  failure  would  have  spread  general  dismay  and 
miseiy;  especially  as  several  of  the  tradesmen  largely 
employed  in  the  alterations  of  the  Castle  depended 
upon  advances  for  wages  upon  their  credit  accounts 
with  Messrs.  Ramsbottom  I  went  the  next  day  to 
Dr.  Sumner,  and  represented  to  him  that  a  prompt 
payment  of  arrears  from  the  Board  of  Works  would 
be  an  immense  relief.  With  a  ready  kbidness  he 
appKed  to  the  highest  quarter.  The  King's  inter- 
vention,—then,  perhaps,  more  potent  in  overcoming 
obstacles  of  routine  than  in  the  present  day— quickly 
accomplished  this  object  Williams  &  Co.  resumed 
payments  in  a  few  weeks. 

Lockhart,  in  his  life  of  Scott,  relates  that  in 
January,  1826,  Constable,  awakening  from  his  dream 
of  safety  from  impending  ruin,  had  come  to  London 
with  the  resolution  of  applying  to  the  Bank  of 
England,  "for  a  loan  of  from  100,000^.  to  200,000^. 
on  the  security  of  the  copyrights  in  his  possession." 
Copyrights,  in  that  perilous  season,  were  a  most 
unmarketable  commodity ;  and  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  or  indeed  any 
other  hankers,  would  have  regarded  such  securities, 
and  even  the  most  valuable  stock  of  a  publisher, 
as  so  much  waste  paper.  My  own  credit  was  un- 
assailed  amidst  suspicions  on  every  sida  I  had  no 
engagements  that  had  arisen  out  of  the  system  of 
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accommodation  bills,— those  treacherous  allies  who 
pull  down  the  strongest  in  the  hom'  of  mortal 
conflict.  Such  desperate  help  in  tiding  over  diffi- 
culties was  fully  developed  in  all  its  evils  by  that 
unsparing  Pania  I  had  trade  engagements  that 
would  have  been  duly  met,  if  a  pai-alysis  of  commerce 
had  not  been  eventually  as  dangerous  as  its  apoplexy ; 
chronic  decay  as  fatal  as  sudden  estinction.  The 
publications  of  1825  would  no  longer  sell  in  1826 ; 
the  new  works  projected,  written,  half  printed, 
advertised,  must  wait  for  a  more  propitious  time. 
The  "tender  leaves"  would  not  endure  that  "kUling 
frost."  This  was  the  reasoning  of  most  of  us— of 
nearly  all,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Colbuni,  who 
pushed  his  new  works  with  great  vigour,  having  the 
market  of  light  literature  almost  wholly  to  him- 
self He  was  perhaps  more  right  than  his  fellows, 
in  following  a  course  which  the  most  wonderful 
Common-sense,  lifted  into  the  noblest  poetry  by  the 
power  of  Imagination,  has  prescribed  as  well  for 
publishers  as  for  statesmen : — 

"  To  liava  dotia,  is  fo  hang 
Quite  oat  of  faEMon,  like  a  rusty  mail 
In  monumental  mockery." 

2Votto  and  Oressida. 
For  myself,  I  saw  and  heard  so  much  of  commercial 
miaeiy,  of  fear  that  kilts,  of  unmerited  suspicion 
troubhng  the  sleep  of  the  most  prudent,  that  the 
spring  was  passing  into  summer,  and  I  began  to  look 
upon  1826  as  a  lost  year  of  business.  I  could  not 
resolve  to  "take  the  instant  way" — to  "keep  the 
path."  I  had  achieved  something  like  a  position  in 
1825.  I  could  scarcely  hope  to  regain  it  by  follow- 
ing the  usual  course  of  pubhshing  books  that  might 


Hosted  by  Google 


383  PASSAGES   OP   A   WORKING   LIFE  : 

live  their  little  hour  of  novelty  and  then  pass  to  the 
trnnkiiiakers.  'Every  day  made  me  sick  of  my  occu- 
pation. "  The  Brazen  Head,"  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  dropped  upon  the  town  like  a  leaden  lump. 
Credit  was  whispered  away.  Harsh  judgments  were 
pronounced  upon  the  unlucky.  In  this  dark  season 
I  sometimes  heard  the  raven-croak  of  a  man  who 
peeped  into  eveiy  comer,  and  was  nightly  exhibited 
in  his  peeping  attitude  to  laughing  play-goers.  The 
Paul  Pry  of  Liston  was  a  chubby,  rosy-faced,  good- 
natured,  but  essentially  mischievous  meddler,  known 
as  Tom  HilL  He  would  lay  hold  of  your  button  in 
the  streets,  and  detain  you  by  some  such  talk  as 
this: — "Do  you  know  if  "W —  has  given  up  his 
hunter  ?    I  asked  one  of  his  porters,  and  he  wouldn't 

tell  me Isn't  it  suspicious  to  see ■  and  Co, 

sending  a  waggon  load  of  stock  from  their  ware- 
house ?  .  .  ,  .Do  give  a  bint  to  your  friend  in — 

Street,  that  bis  servants  are  veiy  extravagant,  I 
looked  down  his  area  and  saw  them  having  hot  rolls 
for  breakfast."  I  got  away  from  this  moral  fog  of 
London  as  soon  as  I  could.  I  was  shut  up,  moody 
and  irresolute,  at  Windsor,  in  the  summer,  project- 
ting,  planning,  re-aixanging  my  "  National  Libraiy  " 
scheme,  which  had  been  stifled  by  the  panic  before 
its  birth ;  adding  a  book  here  and  there,  or  cur- 
tailing the  list,  already  too  long,  I  was  about  to 
return  to  London  with  no  more  preparation  for 
a  coming  campaign  than  half  a  dozen  various  pro- 
spectuses of  this  work.  It  had  become  a  fixed  idea 
with  me,  to  the  exclusioii  of  all  minor  purposes  of 
business  or  literary  occupation. 

In  the  autumn  of  1826  Mr.  Brougham  was  or- 
ganizing his   "Society  for   the  Diffusion  of  Useful 
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knowledge."  The  Long  Vacation  was  at  an  end, 
and  in  that  November,  the  prospectus  of  the  new 
society  was  privately  circulated.  It  said, — "The 
object  of  the  Society  is  atiietly  limited  to  what  its 
title  imports,  namely,  the  imparting  useful  informa- 
tion to  all  classes  of  the  community,  paiiiculaily  to 
euch  as  are  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  ex- 
perienced teachers,  or  may  prefer  learning  by  them- 
selves." Here,  then,  appeared  an  opening  for  the 
nurture  of  ray  cherished  scheme,  of  which  I  ought 
to  avail  myself.  At  Windsor,  in  November,  I 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  M.  D.  Hill,  wishing  me 
to  come  to  town  immediately,  as  he  had  mentioned 
my  plan  of  popular  books  to  Mr.  Brougham,  and  to 
a  committee  for  the  encouragement  of  such  a  project, 
and  that  he  thought  great  things  might  be  done. 
Of  course  this  communication  brought  me  instantly 
to  London ;  and  I  was  very  quickly  introduced 
by  Mr.  Hill  to  Mr.  Brougham.  That  interview  is 
indehbly  impressed  upon  my  memory  with  all  its 
attendant  circumstances.  I  had  never  come  across 
the  renowned  orator  in  private  life,  or  had  seen  him 
under  an  every-day  character.  There  was  an  image 
in  my  mind  of  the  Queen's  Attorney-General,  as  I  had 
often  beheld  him  in  the  House  of  Lords,  wielding  a 
power  in  the  proceedings  on  the  Bill  of  Pains  and 
Penalties  which  no  other'  man  seemed  to  possess — 
equivocating  witnesses  crouching  beneath  his  wither- 
ing scorn;  m^hty  peers  shiinking  from  his  bold 
sarcasm;  the  whole  assembly  visibly  agitated  at 
times  by  the  splendour  of  his  eloquence.  The 
Henry  Brougham  I  had  gazed  upon  was,  in  my 
mind's  eye,  a  man  stem  and  repellent ;  not  to  be 
approached  with  any  attempt  at  familiarity ;  whose 
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opinions  must  be  received  with  the  moat  respectful 
deference  ;  whose  mental  superiority  would  be  some- 
what overwhelming.  The  Henry  Brougham  into 
whose  chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn  I  was  ushered  on 
a  November  night  was  sitting  amidst  his  briefs, 
evidently  delighted'  to  be  inteiTupted  for  some 
thoughts  more  attra^^tive.  After  saluting  my  friend 
with  a  joke,  and  grasping  my  hand  with  a  cordial 
welcome,  he  went  at  once  to  the  subject  upon  which 
I  came.  The  rapid  conception  of  the  features  of  my 
plan  ;  the  few  brief  questions  as  to  my  wishes  ;  the 
manifestation  of  a  warm  interest  in  my  views  ivith- 
out  the  slightest  attempt  to  be  patronizing,  were 
most  gratifyii^  to  me.  The  image  of  the  gi-eat 
orator  of  1820  altogether  vanished  when  I  listened 
to  the  unpretentious  and  often  playful  words  of  one 
of  the  best  table-talkei-s  of  1826, — it  vanished,  even 
as  the  full-bottomed  wig  of  that  time  seemed  to 
have  belonged  to  some  other  head  than  the  close- 
cropped  one  upon  which  I  looked.  The  foremost 
advocate  of  popular  education  made  no  harangues 
about  itfi  advantages.  He  did  not  indoctrinate  me, 
as  I  have  been  bored  by  many  an  educationist 
before  and  since,  with  flourishes  upon  a  subject 
which  he  gave  Mr.  Hill  and  mysdf  full  credit 
for  comprehending.  M.  Charles  Dupin  said  to 
Mackintosh,  after  a  night  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— "I  heard  not  one  word  about  the  bless- 
ings of  Liberty."—"  No,  no,"  replied  Mackintosh, 
"we  take  all  that  for  granted."  So  did  Henrj 
Brougham  take  for  granted  that  he  and  I  were 
in  accord  upon  the  subject  of  the  Diffusion  of 
Knowledge.  He  was  then  within  a  few  days  of  the 
completion  of  his  forty-seventh  year ;  full  of  health 
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and  energy — one  who  had  been  working  without 
intermission  in  literature,  in  science,  in  law,  in 
polities,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  but  one  to 
whom  no  work  seemed  to  bi-ing  fatigue ;  no  tedious 
mornings  of  the  King's  Bench,  no  sleepless  nights 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  able  to  "stale  his  infinite 
variety."  From  that  hour  I  felt  more  confidence  in 
talking  with  perfect  freedom  to  him  who  worthily 
filled  so  large  a  space  in  the  world's  eye,  than  to  many 
a  man  of  commonplaces,  whose  depths  I  had  plumbed 
and  had  found  them  shallow.  That  first  interview 
with  Mr.  Brougham  was  an  event  that  had  a  marked 
influence  upon  many  subsequent  passages  of  my 
life. 

It  would  be  a  fi-uitless  and  wearisome  story  of 
private  affairs,  were  I  to  detail  the  circumstances 
under  which  my  unfortunate  "National  Library," 
having  been  at  first  taken  up  by  the  Society  of 
which  Mr.  Brougham  was  President,  and  negotia- 
tions having  been  opened  with  their  publishei-s,  was 
finally  adopted  by  Mr.  MuiTay,  with  an  earnestness 
which  was  to  me  very  assuring,  after  my  long  term 
of  enforced  idleness  and  dark  apprehensions.  The 
eminent  West-end.  publisher  was  committed  to  the 
enterpi-ise,  by  the  issue  of  the  Prospectus  in  his  own 
name,  which  I  had  so  carefully  prepared.  In  my 
original  Prospectus,  which  I  had  submitted  to  Mr. 
Murray  in  February,  1826,  I  had  said,  "It  is  our 
peculiar  object  to  condense  ■  the  infonnation  which  ia 
scattered  through  voluminous  and  expensive  works, 
into  the  form  and  substance  of  Original  Treatises." 
In  the  Prospectus  issued  on  the  24th  of  December, 
it  was  set  forth  that  "  the  divisions  of  Popular  Know- 
ledge in  which  the  National  Library  is  arranged,  will 
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comprehend,  in  distinct  Treatises,  the  moat  important 
hranches  of  instruction  and  amusement.  They  will 
present  the  most  valuable  and  interesting  articles  of 
an  Encyclopsedia,  in  a  form  accessible  to  every  descrip- 
tion of  purchaser."  This  final  Prospectus  is  printed, 
m  exteTiso,  in  Goodhugh'a  "  English  Gentleman's 
Library  Manual," — published  in  May,  1S27.  Differ- 
ences of  opinion  about  the  editorial  responsibUity  of 
the  series  too  soon  arose.  Qids  <Mstodiet  was 
answered  by  the  apparition  of  a  very  solemn  divine, 
who  talked  as  a  "  Sir  Oracle."  Arrangements 
regarding  my  old  stock  and  copyrights,  which  it 
was  considered — I  may  say  perfectly  understood— 
were  to  be  taken  at  a  valuation,  when  I  was  about 
to  merge  my  business  in  the  great  house  of  Albe- 
marle Street,  presented  new  obstacles.  Thus  were 
my  prospects  clouded  in  a  few  weeks  of  1827.  I  waa 
heartsick  at  last,  and  abandoning  the  whole  scheme 
left  it  for  the  imitation  of  others  of  more  independent 
means.  The  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful 
Knowledge  produced  their  "Treatises"  in  March, 
and  Messrs.  Longman  their  Lardner's  "  Cabinet 
Cyclopaedia  "  a  few  years  afterwards.  Mr.  Murray,  I 
had  reason  to  heheve,  had  become  frightened  at  the 
magnitude  of  my  plan.  He  several  times  said  to  me, 
"where  will  you  find  the  men  to  write  these  books?" 
In  my  maturer  experience  I  came  to  perceive  that 
this  was  the  real  difficulty  in  such  undertakings. 

Let  me  hasten  to  close  these  recollections  of  the 
spring  of  1827.  Scott  wiites  of  old  letters,  some- 
where in  his  Diary,  "they  rise  up  as  scorpions  to  hiss 
at  me."  So  may  I  write  of  the  documents  by  which 
I  trace  this  crisis  of  ray  life.  My  abortive  efforts  to 
begin  a  new  career,  shaking  off  future  responsibilities 
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of  trade,  made  tlie  responsibilities  which  remained 
more  onerous.  My  boat  was  stranded.  Happily  for 
me  there  were  no  wreckers  at  hand  ready  for  the 
plunder  of  my  damaged  cargo.  A  private  trust 
administered  my  affairs,  whose  only  concern  was  to 
realize— to  sell,  to  the  best  advantage,  land,  bouses, 
newspaper,  stock,  copyrights.  I  would  not  be  a 
burden.  I  would  earn  my  own  bread.  I  walked  forth 
from  my  business  homes  in  london  and  Windsor,  after 
the  fashion  of  a  man  represented  in  a  wood-cut  in  a 
title-page  of  one  of  the  old  printers  (I  think  it  was 
a  work  of  Budieus)  which  comes  into  my  thoughts — a 
man,  not  bowed  down  by  age  or  sorrow,  moving  for- 
ward, not  briskly,  but  not  unsteadily,  with  his  stout 
staff,  and  his  small  wallet,  and  a  label  of  four  words, 
— "  Omnia  mea  mecum  pohto." 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


igj^fef  AM  living  at  Brorapton,  with  my  \vife  and 
^  ^  four  little  girls.  Tho  house  which  we 
^'sL  ^  ^^™  chosen  in  which  to  begin  a  new  and 
— ^^  unambitious  life  is  in  a  narrow  road, 
called  Cromwell  Lane,  through  which  few  people 
pass.  Our  long  slip  of  gai-den  is  bounded  on  one 
side  by  the  high  wall  of  Cromwell  House,  the  reputed 
mansion  of  the  Protector.  Wo  are  surrounded  by 
mirseiy  gi'ounds.  I  can  no  longer  find  the  place 
where  I  dwelt  for  two  or  thrco  years.  The  few 
unpretending  houses,  nestling  in  snug  gardens,  have 
given  place  to  squares,  and  rows,  and  to  "  Gfreat 
Exhibition  "  buildings — ^themselves  doomed  prema- 
turely to  perish.  Perchance  I  might  discover  some 
traces  of  the  quiet  comer  if  the  humble  tavern  still 
remains  that  was  once  known  as  "  The  Hoop  and 
Toy."  Does  the  "  Goat  in  Boots "  still  exist  ? — 
another  landmark.  The  daughter  of  a  very  deai- 
friend,  who  afterwards  occupied  our  house,  was  e^er 
to  tell  us  that,  when  she  visited  the  Exhibition  of 
1862,  she  rejoiced  to  find,  in  a  small  plot  of  ground 
not  yet  subdued  to  the  tyranny  of  brick  and  mortar, 
a  single  apple-tree,  which  she  could  identify  as  the 
tree  under  which  she  had  sat  as  a  child,  looking  wist- 
fully up  at  the  ripening  fruit.  Why  do  I  linger  about 
thia  unpretentious  abiding  place  of  1827  ?    Because 
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it  was  to  me  as  a  city  of  refuge.  Here  I  first 
relinquisbed  the  hope  of  commercial  success,  having 
surrendered  to  others  my  commercial  responsibilities. 
1  had  much  for  which  to  be  grateful  to  the  All-giver. 
I  had  preserved  my  bodily  and  mental  health.  I 
had  domestic  confidence  and  peace.  The  "pvecioua 
jewel"  m  the  toad's  head  was  not  undiscovered.  I 
wag  determined  to  work,  and  I  wa^  equally  resolved 
to  be  as  happy  as  I  canld  be.  I  did  not  repine  at 
the  tui-n  of  Fortune's  wheel.  Amongst  some  papei-s 
of  this  period  I  find  a  scrap  on  which  I  had  written, 
—If  the  capacity  to  enjoy  were  commensurate  with 
the  power  to  possess,  we  then,  indeed,  might  com- 
plam  of  the  inequality  of  our  conditions. 

Looting  hack  upon  the  summer  of  1827, 1  have 
no  recoUection  of  such  hours  of  gloom  as  belonged 
to  the  previous  year.  No  unkindness  wounded  my 
pride  ;  no  desertion  of  old  friends  rendered  me  mis- 
anthropical. I  had  quickly  obtained  an  engagement 
as  a  writer  in  Mr.  Buckingham's  new  paper,  "  The 
Sphinx."  High-priced  as  it  was— a  shilling— it  had 
a  considerable  eala  I  wrote  political  articles  and 
reviews.  At  that  time  I  was  an  enthusiast  in  public 
affairs.  Canning  was  the  head  of  a  new  administra- 
tion. On  the  1st  of  May  I  had  stood  in  the  crowded 
avenues  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  had  seen  for 
a  moment  hia  radiant  face,  as  he  rapidly  mounted  the 
old  staircase  which  led  to  the  lobby,  about  to  take  the 
foremost  place,  and  vindicate  his  policy  before  many 
detractors  and  some  new  friends.  There  were  whis- 
pered blessings  upon  many  Hps.  In  that  triumph 
of  the  minister  who  had  shaken  off  the  shackles 
of  the  gi-eat  Continental  Powers,  and  had  canied 
England  "  into  the  camp  of  progress  and  liberty,"  I 
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regarded  the  man  as  the  "  delivei^er "  described  by 
Burke,  in  words  ahnost  profane  in  their  idolatroua 
admiration.  But  I  may  look  ta^k  upon  that  memo- 
rable occasion,  and  soberly  say,—"  Nor  did  he  seem 
insensible  to  the  best  of  all  eai-thly  rewai'ds,  the  love 
and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Hope  ele- 
vated and  joy  brightened  his  crest." — [Speech  on 
A-merican  Taxation,  1774.]  On  the  16th  of  August 
I  saw  him  laid  in  his  grave,  in  the  north  transept  of 
Westminster  Abbey.  On  the  previous  20th  of  Janu- 
ary, I  had  seen  him  standing  for  two  hours  of  the 
bitterest  night,  upon  the  cold  unmatted  pavement  of 
the  nave  of  St.  George's  Chapel,  at  the  funeral  of  the 
Duke  of  York.  He  did  not  take  the  precaution 
which  he  had  suggested  to  Lord  Eldon,  to  stand  upon 
his  cocked  hat.  That  funeral  broke  up  the  delicate 
health  of  George  Canning. 

My  course  of  journalism  under  Mr.  James  Sdk 
Buckingham  was  not  agreeable.  Perhaps  I  had  been 
too  long  my  own  master  in  such  matters  to  brook 
control  and  criticism.  Perhaps  I  formed  too  low  an 
estimate  of  his  knowledge  and  ability.  His  wonder- 
ful fluency  as  a  platform  speaker,  pouring  forth  plati- 
tude after  platitude,  was  calculated  to  catch  the 
multitude.  He  has  written  scores  of  volumes  in  the 
same  style,  and  I  may  ask  "  where  are  they  ? "  I 
cared  not  how  weaiisome  were  his  own  newspaper 
prolusions ;  but  I  rebelled  against  his  unparalleled 
conceit.  He  outr^ed  me  by  presuming  to  alter,  in 
his  own  obtuse  fashion,  some  spirited  lines  on  the 
death  of  Canning,  which  Pi'aed  had  sent  me.  I  at 
once  quitted  his  office — where  I  had  diligently 
laboured,  and  not  without  siiccess — when  he  pro- 
posed an  amended  scale  of  remuneration  for  critiques 
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on  new  books,  beginning  at  half-a-crown  and  rising 
to  a  guinea,  according  to  the  length  of  the  article.  I 
know  not  whether  he  foiind  journeymen  at  this  rate. 
I  know  not  whether  hteratnre  was  degraded  then,  or 
is  now,  by  the  pretence  of  giving  an  opinion  of  a 
book  amongst  what  are  eailed  "  short  notices,"  at 
the  rate  of  threepence  a  line,  to  be  earned  by  men 
who  ought  to  have  been  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water.  Happily  a  more  worthy  courae  of  mdustiy 
was  opening  for  me.  But  before  I  enter  upon  the 
"  passages "  of  an  eraplojmient  which  was  spread 
over  nearly  twenty  years,  let  me  glance  at  a  tempo- 
rary labour  of  1827.  What  were  then  called 
"  The  Annuals "  were  introduced  to  England  by 
Ml-.  Ackermann,  in  his  "  Forget-me-not "  of  1822. 
Alaric  Watts  followed  with  his  "  Literary  Souvenir." 
Samuel  Carter  Hall  started  "  The  Amulet,"  for  the 
especial  use  pf  "  serious  persons."  In  1827  I  was 
asked  to  edit  "  Friendship's  Offering."  It  was  an 
enterprise  hastily  entered  upon  by  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Elder,  late  in  the  season,  and.  I  had  to  obtain  pictures 
for  engraving,  secure  contributors,  and  see  the  book 
through  the  press  in  two  or  three  months.  The 
pleasantest  thing  about  the  engagement  was  that 
my  friends  of  the  "  Quarterly  Maga5;ine,"  Mr.  Praed 
and  Mr.  Moultrie,  with  others  of  their  following, 
rallied  round  me,  and  contributed  the  most  original 
pages  of  a  volume,  for  which,  like  its  rivals,  there 
would  be  no  lack  of  sentimental  stories,  and  verses 
somewhat  mawkish  with  their  bowers  and  flowers. 
The  most  disagreeable  thir^  wa.s,  that  a  blockhead 
behind  the  scenes,  in  the  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lishers, took  upon  himself  to  change  the  title  which 
Praed  had  given   to  his  poem,  and  had  it  printed 
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as  "  The  Red  Fishei-man  "  instead  of  "  The  Devil's 
Decoy."  My  friend  had  neaily  quarrelled  with  me 
about  this  matter,  in  which  I  was  really  blameless. 
He  had  a  right  to  be  angry,  for  the  poem  was,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  hia  c}wf-d'<s'm}re.  New  An- 
nuals started  up,  in  the  next  and  few  following 
years,  amongst  the  best  of  which  was  "  The  Anni- 
versary," edited  by  Allan  Cunningham,  who  had 
it  in  his  power  to  make  as  good  a  book  of  this 
Hort  as  could  be  produced,  from  the  esteem  with 
which  he  was  regarded  by  the  best  writers  and  the 
Jiest  artista  There  were  Keepsakes,  and  Gems,  and 
Bijous;  but  these  delicate  flowerets  of  the  literary' 
hotbed  had  a  brief  existence.  They  did  more  for 
the  arts  than  for  letters.  They  had  set  a  great 
many  people  scribbling,  who  would  never  have 
dreamt  of  committing  the  sin  of  rhyme  without 
such  excitements,  and  they  had  compelled  some  of 
those  who  could  write  well  to  adopt  a  style  anything 
but  vigorous  and  original.  They  were  perhaps  right, 
and  so  were  the  editors  and  publishers.  It  was  a 
period  in  which,  except  in  a  few  rare  instances, 
mediocrity  was  essentially  necessary  to  great  literary 
success.  There  was  a  poem  entitled  "  The  Omni- 
presence of  the  Deity,"  by  one  whose  fame  settled 
into  the  name  of  "  the  wrong  Montgomery ; "  the 
good  old  champion  of  freedom,  the  right  Mont- 
gomery, being  then  alive  and  honoured  by  all  com- 
petent judges.  It  went  rapidly  through  five  or  six 
editions.  The  "  Excursion "  had  reached  a  second 
edition  in  ten  yeaiu 

A  document,  which  I  value  as  a  soldier  who  has 
seen  long  service  values  hjs  first  Commission,  lies 
before  me  ;— 
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"  GatraBAL  Mbetihg  of  tho  Committoa  for  tlie  Diffusion  of 
Useful  Knowledge  — Sbth  July,  1837 

"  Jjmes  Mil],  Esq  ,  m  the  Chair. 

"  Mr.  Hill  having  inf  >nnpd  the  Comraittoe  that  Mr.  Charloa 
K.mgiit  was  -Billmg  to  imdfitake  the  supsrintendeiiee  of  the 
Society  3  Puhlications,  it  was 

"  Eeeolveil, — 
4.1.     T^l^*  ^^  servioee  be  accepted,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Publication  Committee  to  furnish  liim  witli  the  ceoeseaiT 
instructions. " 

At  that  time  the  only  publications  of  the  Society 
■were  the  Treatises  of  the  "Librai7  of  Useful  Know- 
ledge," issued  fortnightly  in  sixpenny  numbers.  The 
Series  had  been  commenced  in  the  Spring,  -with  Mi-. 
Brougham's  "Discourse  on  the  Objects,  Advantages, 
and  Pleasures  of  Science."  The  sale  of  this  work 
had  been  as  extraordinary  as  its  merits  were  striking 
and  almost  unexampled.  Some  called  it  superficial, 
because  it  touched  rapidly  upon  many  departments 
of  scientific  knowledge ;  but  the  more  just  conclusion 
■was  that  it  was  the  work  of  "  a  full  man,"  who  had 
not  laboriously  elaborated  this  fascinatmg  treatise  out 
of  books  recently  studied  or  hastily  referred  to,  but 
had  poured  it  forth  out  of  the  accurauUted  wealth  of 
his  rich  treasury  of  knowledge.  No  reader  to  whom 
the  subjects  treated  of  were  in  any  degree  new  could 
read  this  Httle  book  -without  feehng  an  ardent  desire 
to  know  more— to  know  alL  Such  were  my  own 
feelings  as  I  devoured  this  tract  on  the  outside  of  an 
Aylesbury  coach,  and  bitterly  regi'etted  that  upon 
mere  business  considerations  I  had  lost  the  chance  of 
becoming  intimate  -with  the  autlior  of  such  a  book, 
as  Ids  fello-w-labourer  in  the  work  of  popular  en- 
lightenment. It  could  scarcely  be  expected  that 
many  other  Treatises  could  have  the  same  attraction 
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as  this  Pi-eliminary  Discourse.  They  were  to  be 
manuals  for  self-education— clear,  aecurate,  but  not 
to  be  mastered  without  diligence  and  perseverance. 
Then-  success  made  it  clear  that  there  was  a  great 
body  of  students— whether  in  Colleges  or  Mechanics' 
Institutes,  in  busy  towns  or  quiet  villages,  to  whom 
such  guides  would  be  welcome.  My  duties,  in  con- 
nexion with  this  Series,  were  scarcely  more  than 
ministerial.  I  had  to  read  manuscripts  and  give  an 
opinion  upon  them,  although  the  decision  did  not 
rest  with  me  but  with  the  Committee.  Upon  the 
higher  scientific  subjects  I  was  not  competent  to  give 
an  opinion  as  regarded  then:  correctness,  but  I  could 
judge  how  far  they  were  adapted  for  popular  use.  I 
was  thus  what  the  Germans,  I  believe,call  a  Vorkser. 
Proofs  went  through  my  hands  as  they  passed  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  printers  were  kept  up  to  their  work. 
I  could  not  reasonably  shrink  from  this  drudgery, 
for  I  saw  men  of  high  station  and  literary  eminence 
— statesmen,  lawyers,  physicians,  willingly  perform- 
ing it.  It  was  not  necessary  that  I  should  regulai'ly 
attend  at  the  Offices  of  the  Society  in  Fumival's 
Inn  ;  but  I  had  often  to  confer  with  Mr.  Coates,  the 
active  and  intelligent  Secretaiy  of  the  Society,  and 
to  attend  some  meetings  of  the  general  and  special 
Committees.  I  gradually  came  to  form  a  just  esti- 
mate of  the  individual  characters  and  qualifications  of 
those  with  whom  I  was  brought  in  contact.  I  found 
them,  collectively,  very  different  from  provincial 
Committees  of  which  I  had  once  had  some  experience 
—earnest  in  the  pursuit  of  a  common  object ;  not 
intent  upon  personal  display  or  the  assertion  of  petty 
self-importance ;  men  of  cultivated  minds,  each  treat- 
ing the  opinions  of  the  others  with  respect ;  the  most 
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n-t  them  the  most  modest ;  in  a  word 
jentlemen  »nd  soholaia.  I  ftlt  that  it  depoiided 
upon  myself  some  day  to  win  their  confidence  in  a 

position  of  higher  responsibility  than  my  early  labours 
demanded. 

In  these  putsuite,  the  summer  of  1827  wore  away, 
I  was  not  without  my  pleasure.,  I  delighted  to 
walk  m  Kensington  Gardens,  sometimes  on  a  holiday 
attemooB  with  my  older  girls— more  frequently  in 
the  early  morning  on  my  way  to  town.  Glancing— 
m  the  intervals  of  my  present  task  of  reviving  old 
memories,— at  the  work  of  a  poet  who  ouglit  to  be 
more  widely  known,  I  find  these  lines  ;— 

"  Onee  rs  I  stray'd  a  student,  liappieat  than, 
What  time  the  aiimmer'a  garniture  was  on 
Beneath  the  pmoely  shades  of  Kensington, 
A  girl  I  spied,  whose  yeai*  might  number  ten. 
With  full  round  eyes,  and  Mi'  soft  English  fa^"» 

In  such  a  season,  when  the  sun  was  scarcely  high 
enough  to  have  dried  up  the  dews  of  Kensington's 
green  alloys,  as  I  passed  along  the  broad  central 
walk,  I  saw  a  group  on  the  lawn  before  the  Pahce, 
which,  to  my  mind,  was  a  vision  of  eiquisite  loveK- 
uess.  The  Duchess  of  Kent,  and  her  daughter 
whose  years  then  numbered  nine,  are  breakfasting 
in  the  open  ah-— a  single  page  attending  upon  them 
at  a  respectful  distance— the  matron  looking  on  with 
eyes  of  We,  whilst  the  "fair  soft  EngKsh  face"  is 
bright  with  smiles.  The  world  of  fashion  is  not  jot 
astn.  Clerks  and  mechanics,  passing  onward  to  their 
oconpations,  are  few ;  and  they  exhibit  nothing  of 

•  "Ijtys  of  Middle  Ago,"  hy  Jomea  Hodderwiek,  18BS, 
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that  vulgar  curiosity  which  I  think  is  more  com- 
mouly  found  in  the  class  of  the  merely  rich,  than  in 
the  ranks  below  them  in  the  world's  estimation. 
What  a  beautiful  chaa-acteristic  it  seemed  to  me  of 
the  training  of  this  royal  girl,  that  she  should  not 
have  been  taught  to  shrink  from  the  public  eye — 
that  she  should  not  have  been  burthened  with  a 
premature  conception  of  her  probable  high  destiny 
— that  she  should  enjoy  the  freedom  and  simpheity 
of  a  child's  nature— that  she  should  not  be  restrained 
when  she  starts  up  from  the  breakfast-table  and  runs 
to  gather  a  flower-  in  the  adjoining  parten-e — ^that 
her  merry  laugh  should  be  as  feai'lesa  as  the  notes  of 
the  thrush  in  the  gi-oves  around  her.  I  pa^ed  on 
and  blessed  her ;  and  I  thank  God  that  I  have  lived 
to  see  the  golden  fruits  of  such  training. 

At  this  period  the  Almanacs  of  the  Stationers' 
Company  were  published  within  a  few  days  of  Lord 
Mayor's  Day,  the  9th  of  November,  Before  their 
issue,  the  Master  and  other  magnates  of  the  Com- 
pany used  to  go  in  their  barge  to  Lambeth,  to 
present  copies  of  all  their  Almanacs  to  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury.  In  Erskine's  famous  Speech 
in  1779,  when  Lord  North  brought  a  Bill  into  the 
House  of  Commons  for  re-vesting  in  the  Stationers' 
Company  a  monopoly  which  had  been  declared 
illegal  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1775,  he 
adverted  to  "  the  episcopal  revision  "  which  formerly 
existed,  when  the  Universities,  as  well  as  the  Sta- 
tioners' Company,  were  alone  authorised  to  print 
Almanacs.  "It  is  notorious,"  said  the  great  advo- 
cate, "  that  the  Universities  sell  their  right  to  the 
Stationers'  Company  for  a  fixed  annual  sum  ;  and  it 
is  equally  notorious,  that  the  Stationers'  Company 
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make  a  scandaloiis  job  of  the  bargain ;  and  to  in- 
crease the  sale  of  Abnanacs  amongst  tlie  vulgar, 
publish,  under  the  auspices  of  religion  and  learning, 
the  most  senseless  absni-dities."  His  respect  for  the 
House,  he  said,  prevented  him  from  citing  some 
sentences  from  the  one  hundred  and  thirteenth  of 
the  series  of  Poor  Robin's  Almanac,  published  under 
the  revision  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
the  Bishop  of  London.  "  The  woi-st  part  of  Eoches- 
ter  is  ladies'  reading,  compared  with  them."  The 
monopoly  of  1779  was  destroyed.  But  the  powerful 
Company  bought  off  the  competitors  who  rose  up 
from  time  to  time.  They  had  become  possessed  in 
1827  of  an  exclusive  market  for  stamped  Almanacs ; 
and,  in  the  absence  of  all  competition,  the  absurdities 
and  the  indecencies  flourished  as  vigorously  as  when 
Erskine  denounced  them  half  a  century  before.  The 
solemn  farce  was  still  enacted  once  a  year  of  laying 
these  productions  at  the  feet  of  the  Primate,  when 
"  episcopal  revision"  for  state  purposes  was  as  extinct 
as  the  Star  Chamber.  They  were  still,  as  Erskine 
described  the  ancient  mockery,  to  be  "  sanctified  by 
the  blessings  of  the  bishopa" 

I  had  long  been  convei-sant  with  the  character  of 
these  productions.  Upon  the  day  of  their  publica- 
tion  for  the  year  1828  I  bought  them  all,  and 
eagerly  apphed  myself  to  discover  if  they  had  be- 
come more  adapted  to  the  improving  intelligence 
of  the  age.  First,  there  was  "Francis  Moore, 
Physician,"  who  had  commenced  his  cai-eer  of  im- 
posture in  1698.  He  then  dated  his  productions 
"from  the  sign  of  Lilly's  Head,  in  Crown  Court, 
near  Cupid's  Bridge,  in  Lambeth  parish ; "  where 
he  advertised   for  sale  "  his  famous  familiar  family 
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cathartick  and  diuretick  pinging  pills."  Here  the 
"  author  also  cures  all  sorts  of  agues  at  once ; "  and 
he  adds,  in  the  ti-ne  spirit  of  his  almanac,  "  this  dis- 
temper often  comes  by  supernatural  means,  which  is 
the  reason  it  will  not  yield  to  natural  means."  In 
1827,  when  the  Almanac  stamp  was  fifteen  pence, 
the  people  of  England,  calhng  themselves  en- 
lightened, voluntarily  taxed  themselves  to  pay  an 
annual  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  to  the 
government,  for  permission  to  read  the  unchanged 
trash  which  iii-st  obtained  cuiTency  and  belief  when 
every  viUj^e  had  its  witch  and  every  chui-chyai-d 
its  ghost — when  agues  were  cured  by  chai-ms,  and 
stolen  spoons  discovered  by  incantation.  Surely 
it  was  full  time  that  "Francis  Moore,  Physician," 
should  be  boldly  dealt  with.  No  common  assaults 
would  do.  He  would  survive  ridicule,  as  "  Pai-t- 
ridge's  Almanack  "  survived  the  wicked  wit  of 
Swift,  although  Eickerstaff  had  killed  the  real  Alma- 
nac for  a  season,  and  frightened  the  seer  from  ever 
attempting  to  set  it  up  again.  The  Stationers'  Com- 
pany were  not  to  be  so  beaten ;  and  they  had  the 
impudence  to  publish  a  "Partridge's  Almanack" 
with  a  portrait  of  the  discomfited  astrologer,  which 
he  refused  to  acknowledge,  obstinately  persisting  not 
to  prophesy  in  the  flesh  The  Company  evoked  the 
ghost  of  Partridge  to  do  the  needful  work,  and  the 
Almanac  for  1828  bore  this  motto, — "M'krni  mortwits 
loqtiitUT."  Another  astrological  Almanac,  "  Season 
on  Seasons,"  still  existed  for  1828,  modelled  after 
the  fashion  of  the  palmy  days  of  Lilly  and  Gadbury. 
"Moore  Improved,"  particularly  adapted  for  farmers 
and  country  gentlemen,  was  as  impudent  in  hia 
astrology  as  his  great  ancestor.     All  the  Almanacs 
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of  the  Stationers'  Company  had  their  prophecies 
that  on  a  particular  day  of  the  coming  year  it 
would  raiQ  or  ahine — ^that  there  would  he  "good 
weather  for  the  hay  season  in  July,  and  in  August 
fine  hai-vest  weather  about  the  middle  of  the 
month,"  In  Swift's  wondeiful  piece  of  solemn 
humour,  the  account  of  Partiidge's  death,  he  makes 
the  old  sinner  confess  his  "impositions  on  the 
people,"  and  say,  "We  have  a  common  form  for  all 
these  things  :  as  to  foretelling  the  weather,  we  never 
meddle  with  that,  but  leave  it  to  the  printer,  who 
tabea  it  out  of  any  old  almanac  as  he  thinks  fit." 
This,  which  looks  like  a  mere  joke  in  1709,  was  easy 
of  proof  in  1827,  by  comparing  the  Almanac  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  with  the  Almanac  of  George  II., 
and  both  with  the  Ahnanac  of  George  IV.  The  only 
variation  in  the  weather  prophecies  was  in  "  Poor 
Robin's  Almanac"  for  1828,  when  he  closed  his  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eighth  year,  a  drivelling  idiot,  still 
clinging  to  his  old  filth.  Could  any  reader  of  this 
day  imagine  that  in  the  yeai'  when  the  London 
University  was  opened,  and  the  Society  for  the 
Difiusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  was  beginning  its 
work,  he  could  find  those  linos  at  the  head  of  the 
Calendar  for  January  ? 


Armed  with  such  materials,  I  immediately  went  to 
work,  to  elaborate  the  scheme  of  a  rational  and  useful 
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Almanac.  It  -was  completed  in  a  few  days,  and  I 
took  ifc  to  my  steady  friend,  Matthew  Hill.  Wc  went 
together  to  Westminster,  to  consult  Mr.  Brougham. 
Wiat  an  incalculable  source  of  satisfaction  to  a  pro- 
jector, even  of  so  apparently  humble  a  work  aa  an 
Almanac,  to  find  a  man  of  ardent  and  capacious 
mind,  quick  to  comprehend,  frank  to  approve,  not 
deeming  a  difficult  undertaking  impossible,  ready  not 
only  for  counsel  hut  for  action.  "  It  is  now  the  middle 
of  November,"  said  the  rapid,genius  of  unprocrasti- 
nating  labour — "can  you  have  your  Almanac  out 
before  the  end  of  the  year?"  "Yes;  with  a  little 
help  in  the  scientific  mattere."  "  Then  teU  Mr.  Coates 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  at  my 
ehamhei-s,  at  half-past  eight  to-morrow  moi-ning. 
You  shall  have  help  enough.  There 's  Lubbock  and 
Wrottesley  and  Daniel  and  Beaufort— -you  may  have 
your  choice  of  good  men  for  your  astronomy  and 
meteorology,  your  tides  and  your  eclipses.  Go  to 
work,  and  never  fear."  The  market-gardeners  of 
Brompton  were  scarcely  yet  astir  when  I  started  to 
walk  to  Lincoln's  Inn.  The  morning  was  dismal ; 
the  road  was  solitary.     When  I  reached  the  top  of 

Sloane  Street,  I  was  encountered  by  a  dense  fog so 

heavy  that  I  rememba-  feeling  my  way  by  the  iron 
railings  in  front  of  Apsley  House,  and  so  groping 
through  Piccadilly.  I  began  to  despair  of  keeping 
the  appointment  which  I  deemed  so  important.  But 
I  persevered.  That  fog  seemed  to  me  as  a  type  of 
the  difficulties  that  I  might  have  to  encoujiter  in 
this  novel  attempt,  and  in  the  reahzation  of  other 
projects  floating  in  my  mind.  In  Mr.  Brougham's 
chambers  there  was  assembled  a  quorum  of  the  Com- 
mittee.    The  energy  of  the  Chairman  swept  away 


Hosted  by  Google 


THE  SECOND   EPOCH.  301 

every  doubt.  The  work  was  committed  to  my  charge. 
The  aid  which  had  been  suggested  to  me  was  freely 
given.  I  remembei-ed  the  sarcastic  exclamation  of 
Erskine,  when  he  was  contending  against  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  ttsui-ped  monopoly  of  the  Uni- 
versities— "  Is  it  imagined  that  our  Almanacs  are  to 
come  to  us,  in  futm-e,  in  the  classical  an-angement  of 
Oxford, — fraught  with  the  mathematics  and  astro- 
nomy of  Cambridge  1"  It  might  be  so  with  one 
Almanac  not  "  printed  with  the  correct  type  of  the 
Stationers'  Company."  Our  supporters  would  little 
care  for  the  pretence,  still  kept  up,  that  the  respon- 
sibility of  that  Company  prevented  the  inconveniences 
that  might  arise  to  the  public  from  mistakes  in  the 
mattera  that  Almanacs  contained.  A  constant  friend 
through  many  years,  the  hydrographer  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, Captain  Beaufort,  found  a  gentleman  in  his 
office  who  quickly  prepai'ed  the  various  astroniflmcal 
tables.  There  were  senior  wranglera,  "  fraught  with 
the  mathematics  and  astronomy  of  Cambridge,"  whose 
names  had  been  rapidly  mentioned  to  me  by  Mr. 
Brougham,  ready  to  look  over  the  proofs.  I  an^anged 
the  business  tei-ms  with  the  Finance  Committee  of 
the  Society,  upon  the  principle  of  paying  a  rent  upon 
the  numbers  sold,  "  The  BrUisk  AhnaiMo"  was 
published  before  the  1st  of  January.  Late  as  it  was 
in  the  field,  high  as  was  its  unavoidable  price — half- 
a-crown,  to  cover  the  heavy  stamp  duty,  and  allow  a 
profit  to  the  retailers — ten  thousand  were  sold  in  a 
week.  I  had  thus  encour^ement  to  propose  a  col 
lateral  scheme  to  the  Society.  In  their  Annual 
Report  issued  at  the  beginning  of  February,  was  this 
announcement: — "A  Companion  to  tfie  Almanao  is 
ill  the  press,  which  will  treat  of  many  important 
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branches  of  knowledge."  The  pair  have  travelled  on 
together  for  thirty-seven  years  under  my  direction, 
through  many  chaEges  of  times  and  men— through 

many  a  social  revolution,  bloodless  and  beneficent 

through  a  wonderful  ei-a  of  progi-ess  in  commerce,  in 
literature,  in  science,  in  the  arts— in  the  manifesta- 
tions of  the  approach  of  all  ranks  to  that  union  of 
interests  and  feelings  which  is  the  most  sohd  founda^ 
tion  of  pubhc  happiness,  and  the  best  defence  against 
assaults  from  without.  The  general  features  of  these 
publications  have  undergone  very  little  change  during 
this  long  period.  The  two  objects  which  Lave  been 
always  kept  in  view  in  the  preparation  of  the  "  Com- 
panion" were  set  forth  in  1828:— ''1st.  That  the 
subjects  selected  shall  be  generally  useful,  either  for 
present  information  or  future  reference.  2ndly.  That 
the  knowledge  conveyed  shall  be  given  in  the  most 
condensed  and  espHcit  manner,  so  as  to  be  valuable 
to  every  class  of  readers." 
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)  N  my  rehirn  to  London  at  the  end  of  June, 
1838,  after  a  journey  fchroHgh  "  the  provin- 
ces "  to  aid  in  fnrthering  the  object  of  oar 
association,  the  meetings  of  the  TTaeful 
Knowledge  Society  were  approaching  their  tennina- 
tion  for  the  season.  Pariiament  was  prorogued.  The 
members  of  onr  committee  had  mostly  left  town ;  law- 
yers were  on  circnit ;  memhers  of  Parliament  were  look- 
ing after  their  local  interests.  Eat  I  had  to  keep  np  a 
tolerably  active  correspondence  with  some  who  took  an 
especial  interestin  the  works  npon  which  I  was  occnpied 
— with  none  more  unremittingly  than  Mr.  Brongham. 
Whether  contending  in  friendly  rivalry  for  the 
leadership  of  the  Northern  Circuit  with  Mr.  Pollock, 
or  enjoying  the  delicious  quiet  of  his  family  home  in 
Westmoreland,  his  mind  was  ever  occupied  with 
thoughts  of  the  society  which  he  had  founded,  and 
which  was  daily  growing  more  important.  Mr.  Hill 
writes  to  me  £i-om  Ambleside  on  the  30th  of  August : 
— "I  came  here  with  Mr.  Brougham,  from  Lancaster, 
to-day.  Sceneiy  glorious  of  course.  But  I  fear  we 
talked  more  about  diffusion  of  knowledge  than  any- 
thing else.  Mr.  B.  is  delighted  with  all  you  have 
dona"  It  was  veiy  pleasant  to  know  that  my 
preparations  for  the  "  Library  of  Entertaining  Know- 
ledge" were  approved,  I  was  chiefly  engaged  in 
writing  "The  Menageries,"  which  was  a  sufficient 
task  for  my  faculties  ;  for  I  had  to  leam  a  good  deal 
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of  the  subjects  upon  which  I  was  to  write.  But 
Mr.  Brougham,  eatimating  the  powers  of  other  men 
by  his  own,  would  have  had  me  engage  in  some 
by-work  for  both  of  the  series — the  Useful  and  the 
Entertaining.  I  had  intimated  a  desire  to  wiite  a 
Life  of  Alfred.  With  his  characteristic  readiness, 
while  expressing  his  gratification,  he  suggests  to 
me  not  to  lose  sight  of  one  interesting  part  of  the 
subject — "the  ancient  foi-m  of  our  govemmeut-— there 
ai-e  many  errors  afloat  in  this  matter."  He  then 
states  that  Mi'.  Allen,  of  Holland  House,  has,  more 
than  all  lawyers  and  historians,  studied  it  deeply, 
and  he  sends  me  a  list  of  Mr.  Allen's  articles  in  the 
''Edinburgh  Review,"  on  topics  connected  with  this 
question.  I  had  also  given  to  Mr.  Brougham  the 
introductory  portion  of  a  life  of  Las  Casas — a 
subject  which  had  deeply  interested  me,  as  a  very 
young  man,  when  I  had  read  in  Croft's  singular 
volume,  "Love  and  Madness,"  that,  "all  things  con- 
sidered, Bartholomew  Las  Casas  was  perhaps  the 
greatest  man  that  ever  existed."  Mr.  Brougham 
writes — "  I  have  lost  sight  of  Las  Oasas.  How  near 
making  a  volume  is  it  for  the  L.  E,  K.  1  If  not  for 
that,  there  must  be  at  least  enough  for  a  treatise  in 
the  L  U.  K."  How  could  I  let  the  grass  grow  under 
my  feet  with  such  an  inciter  to  activity  ? 

In  looking  back  at  some  correspondence  of  Sep- 
tember, 1828,  I  am  enabled  to  form  an  accurate 
conception  of  the  technical  difficulties  of  producing 
a  cheap  book  with  excellent  wood-cuts.  I  had 
arranged  to  have  my  "  Menageries "  illustrated  with 
representations  of  animals  drawn  from  the  life.  I 
was  fortunate  in  securing  the  assistance  of  several 
rising  young  men,  who  did  not  disdain  what  some 
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painters  might  have  deemed  ignoble  employment. 
Two  of  these  are  now  Royal  Academicians.  There 
were  not  many  wood-engravera  then  in  liOndon  ;  and 
this  art  was  almost  invariably  applied  to  the  pro- 
duction of  expensive  books,  printed  in  the  finest 
style.  The  legitimate  purpose  of  wood-engraving 
was  not  then  attained.  It  is  essentially  that  branch 
of  the  ai-t  of  design  which  is  associated  with  cheap 
and  rapid  printing.  In  the  costly  books  of  the  period 
a  single  woodcut  introduced  into  a  sheet  to  be 
worked  off  with  the  types,  enhanced  the  cost  of 
manual  labour  in  a  proportion  which  would  now 
seem  incredible.  ,  In  engraving  the  wood-cuts  for  the 
"Menageries,"  some  attention  of  the  artist  was 
necessary  to  give  his  shadows  the  requisite  force, 
and  his  lights  the  desired  clearness,  so  as  to  meet 
the  uniform  application  of  the  ink,  and  the  cylin- 
drical pressure,  in  the  piinting-machine  process. 
It  was  long  before  this  excellence  could  bo  practi- 
cally attained.  Without  this  explanation  it  would 
appear  ludicrous  that  Mr.  Hill  should  write  to  me 
from  Mr.  Brougham's  house, — "Everybody  here  is 
in  raptm-es  with  the  proofs  of  the  wood-cuts ;  but 
we  have  misgivings  about  the  machine."  A  sheet 
of  my  book  was  to  be  set  up  with  the  engravings 
in  their  due  place,  and  a  hundred  or  two  were  to 
be  printed  off  by  the  rapid  operation.  "  Mr.  Loch 
is  here,"  writes  Mr.  Hill.  "  We  have  held  a  com- 
mittee. He  will  bo  in  London  in  a  fortnight,  quite 
at  leisure,  and  anxious  to  attend  to  our  affairs.  He 
has  promised  to  assist  at  Clowes's.  I  hope  you  will 
succeed  in  assembling  everybody,"  "Everybody" 
not  only  meant  the  patentee  of  the  machine,  the 
wood-engraver,    the    stationer,    the    ink-maker,    and 
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the  ingenious  overseer  of  the  printing  office,  but  as 
many  of  the  committee  as  I  could  get  together. 
Imagine  a  learned  society  thus  employed  \  Imagine 
a  hard-worked  editor  thus  exhorted  to  interference 
with  a  printei^'s  proper  duty  !  Yet  such  was  a 
part  of  my  editorial  duty  at  a  time  when  the  gi'eat 
revolution  in  the  production  of  books  to  be  ac- 
complished by  the  printing  machine,  was  almost 
as  imperfectly  realised  as  when  Oaxton  first  as- 
tonished England  by  the  miracles  of  the  printing 
press.  We  succeeded  in  partially  overcoming  the 
difficulties  of  making  an  illustrated  volume  not 
despicable  aa  a  work  of  art,  and  yet  cheap — some- 
thing very  different  from  the  lesson  books  with 
blotches  called  pictures,  that  puzzled  the  school-boy 
mind  half  a  century  ago,  to  distinguish  what  some 
daub  was  meant  to  delineate ;  "It  is  backed  like  a: 
weasel's,"  says  Brown — "or,  like  a  whale,"  says 
Jones — "  Very  like  a  whale,"  concludes  Robinson. 

At  this  time  my  duties  in  connection  with  the 
"  Library  of  Entertaining  Knowledge  "  were  simply 
those  of  author  and  editor.  I  had  retained  a  pro- 
prietary interest  in  the  Almanac  and  Companion, 
although  it  was  published  for  two  years  by  Messrs. 
Baldwin.  But  the  new  series  was  a  large  under- 
taking, fix>m  the  risk  of  which  I  shrank.  Again, 
Mr.  Murray,  as  a  publisher,  was  to  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  my  labours.  In  November,  1828,  Mr. 
Tooke,  the  treasurer  of  the  society,  informed  me 
that  Mr.  Murray  desired  that  I  should  send  him 
"the  form  of  a  reduced  advertisement,  descriptive 
only  of  the  intended  volume."  The  "Menageries" 
was  then  sufficiently  advanced  for  me  to  comply. 
Before  the  volume  was  ready  for  publication  the 
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proprietor  of  the  "Quarterly  Review"  took  some 
alartH.  The  Society  and  he  parted  company,  but 
upon  very  friendly  terms.  I  was  urged  to  take  "  at 
the  flood  "  tJiia  opportunity  of  the  "  tide  in  the  affairs 
of  man."  I  found  a  capitalist  ready  to  bear  his  part 
in  my  new  venture.  I  made  terms  with  the  Society, 
which  secured  to  them  a  rent  upon  the  copies  sold 
of  the  "  Library  of  Entertaining  Knowledge."  I  waa 
i^ain  a  publisher  in  Pall  Mall  East,  before  Mid- 
summer, 1829,  when  the  first  volume  of  the  "  Me- 
nageries "  was  published.  At  the  same  period  Mr. 
Mun-ay  issued  the  first  volume  of  his  "  Family 
Library." 

The  sub-committees  of  the  Society  are  once 
more  in  active  wort  when  the  long  vacation  had 
come  to  an  end.  The  monthly  meetings  now  regu- 
larly take  place.  At  these  periodical  gatherings 
there  is  a  dinner  at  five  o'clock — a  plain  Ei^lish 
dinner,  at  a  moderate  fixed  charge,  to  which 
each  present  contributes.  There  is  a  subscription 
for  wine.  On  these  occasions  the  organisation 
of  the  Society  is  fiiUy  developed.  The  sub- 
committees report  their  proceedings ;  the  general 
conomittee  confirm  them.  Questions  are  asked ; 
su^estions  are  made.  The  chairman  conducts  the 
proceedings  with  the  least  possible  parade  of  words. 
The  members  express  their  opinions  in  the  same 
quiet  convereational  tone.  I  never  heard  but  one 
oration  in  that  assembly  of  which  so  many  eloquent 
statesmen  and  lawyers  formed  a  pai-t.  That  display 
came  from  a  president  of  the  Royal  Academy,  whose 
rhetoric  is  as  forgotten  a  thing  as  his  "Rhymes 
on  Art."  Let  me  look  baok  upon  those  pleasant 
meetings,  at  which  I  had  generally  the  happiness  to 
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be  present  during  more  than  fifteen  years.  Let  me, 
without  confining  myself  to  a  particular  session 
of  my  early  years  in  connection  with  the  Society, 
look  round  that  social  table,  to  call  up  the  shadows 
of  some  whose  reputations  only  siuTive,  and  to 
renew,  as  it  were,  the  friendships  which  I  have  still 
the  happiness  of  possessing. 

The  dinner  is  over  in  an  hour.  There  has  been 
pleasant  gossip  and  occasional  fun.  A  few  cordial 
greetings  have  passed  in  the  old  form  of  the  wine- 
pledge,  which  we  of  a  past  generation  regret  to 
find  almost  obsolete.  The  cloth  is  cleared.  Mr. 
Coates,  the  secretary,  moves  to  the  side  of  the  chair- 
man, and  there  are  then  two  hours  of  solid  business. 
Subjects  of  science,  of  art,  of  literature,  having  to  be 
discussed,  the  talk  is  sure  to  be  improving,  and  occa- 
sionally amusing.  The  chau-  is  generally  filled  by  Mr. 
Brougham,  and,  in  his  rare  absence,  more  frequently 
by  the  treasurer,  Mr.  WiDiam  Tooke,  than  by  Lord 
John  Russell,  the  vice-chairman.  Other  membei's, 
however,  are  occasionally  called  to  take  the  chair. 
Mr.  Tooke  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Society, 
and  was  for  some  years  an  active  member.  He  was 
somewhat  ambitious  of  literaiy  distinction,  priding 
himself  upon  being  one  of  "  the  family  of  Tooke," 
his  father  having  been  known  as  the  author  of 
some  valuable  works  on  Russia  ;  his  brother  Thomas 
beir^  the  eminent  political  economist,  the  historian 
of  "  Prices."  Our  treasurer  had  somewhat  harsh 
treatment  from  the  critics  as  the  biographer  of 
Churchill.  I  always  regarded  him  as  a  kind-hearted 
man  of  moderate  abilities — somewhat  fussy,  not 
altogether  disinclined  to  a  job,  and  always  disposed 
to  be  patronizing. , 
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WLere  shall  I  begin  with  those  who  did  not  fill  the 
offices  of  the  Society  amongst  the  sixty  members  of 
its  committee  ?  I  cannot  classify  them  according  to 
their  professional  pursuits;  for  in  this  gathering, 
statesmen,  lawyers,  physicians,  professors,  not  only 
clubbed  their  technicaJ  knowledge,  but  their  various 
acquirements  in  science,  in  history,  in  ai-t,  in  ancient 
scholarship,  in  modern  hterature.  I  must  take 
the  individnak  somewhat  at  random,  as  they  crowd 
upon  my  memory  in  connection  with  my  own 
experience. 

James  Mill.  I  see  the  historian  of  British  India, 
sitting  near  Mr.  Brougham,  listening  to  his  opinions 
with  marked  attention.  It  always  appeared  to  me 
a  signal  tribute  to  the  intellectual  eminence  of  the 
gi-eat  orator,  that  the  writer  who,  of  ali  others,  aimed 
most  at  terseness  and  pei-spicuity,  should  exhibit 
such  deference  to  one  whose  reputation  was  built 
upon  broader  foundations  than  logical  profundity 
or  metaphysical  subtlety.  Yet  ao  it  was.  Their 
minds  were  not  certainly  cast  in  the  same  mould  ; 
yet  tbei-e  must  have  been  deep  sympathies  between 
them — as  is  perhaps  often  the  case  when  two  men  of 
apparently  opposite  temperaments,  and  pursuing 
very  different  paths  to  eminence,  are  brought  into 
friendly  contact  for  a  common  object.  Mr.  Mill  was 
too  soon  removed  from  us.  To  me  he  rendered 
valuable  aid  in  the  early  numbers  of  the  "Com- 
panion to  the  Almanac." 

Henry  Haliam  was  one  of  the  original  promoters 
of  the  Society,  of  which,  during  many  years,  he  was 
an  active  member.  That  the  historian  of  the 
"Middle  Ages,"  was  an  authority  in  the  committee 
cannot  he  doubted.     He  was  a   sedulous  attendant 
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Upon  sub-committees.  He  read  proofs  diligently. 
In  his  general  manner  rather  cold  and  dry,  he  would 
occasionally  deliver  an  energetic  opinion,  pregnant 
■with  good  sense  and  refined  taste.  I  used  at  first  to 
feel  some  shrinking  from  his  critical  faculty,  but  no 
one  could  be  more  tolerant  or  encouraging ;  and  if  he 
made  objections  it  was  generally  without  harshness. 
He  was  in  the  fuU  possession  of  his  high  faculties 
when  I  first  had  the  opportunity  of  benefiting,  in  a 
small  degree,  by  the  quiet  exhibition  of  his  varied 
acquirements.  The  great  sorrow  of  his  life  had  not 
then  chilled  his  energy.  He  hved  to  recover,  out- 
wardly, the  loss  which  gave  occasion,  to  the  noblest 
eli^iac  poetry  in  our  language. 

I  turn  to  a  man  eminent  in  a  pursuit  not  less 
useful  than  that  of  the  historian — to  Francis 
Beaufort,  the  hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty,  under 
whose  especial  superintendence  the  Atlas  of  the 
Society  attained  a  perfection  never  before  realised  in 
this  country.  His  design  of  producing  the  most 
trustworthy  maps  at  the  cheapest  rate,  would  have 
conferred  an  honourable  distinction  upon  this 
Association,  if  it  had  accomplished  nothing  else.  But 
Captain '  Beaufort  (afterwarda  Admiral  Sir  Francis) 
did  not  confine  himself  to  the  duties  of  this  great 
undertaking.  I  could  always  rely  upon  his  sound 
judgment  in  discussing  any  project  that  I  offered, 
or  in  the  correction  of  proofs.  No  member  of  the 
committee  wrote  pui'er  English.  Of  his  unremitting 
kindness  I  had  ample  experience.  The  frankness, 
almost  bluntness,,of  the  sailor  was  never  offensive, 
for  it  had  the  true  ring  of  the  sterling  metal  of  an 
honest  mind,  and  the  unvarnished  courtesy  of  a  gon- 
tleman.   Shall  T  place  by  the  side  of  this  worthy  plain 
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deiler  and  plain  speaker  one  of  whom  it  has  been 
«aicl  he  often  tried  to  malte  himself  disagreeable  but 
never  sucoeeded !  There  was  no  man  with  Thorn  I  less 
perfeotl,  sympathized  when  I  first  joined  the  Society 
than  Henry  Bellondon  Ker,  gradnally  I  learnt  to 
nnderstand  h.m.     I  have  the  happiness  still  to  enjoy 
an  intimacy  that  has  endnred  since  those  cai-ly  day, 
of  onr  intercourse— proof  against  tauter  on  one  side 
and  peltishness  on  the   other.     He  was  the   most 
fertile  in  projects  of  any  member  of  the  committee 
Apart  from  the  Society,  ho  had  over  some  now  scheme 
to  suggest  to  me  as  a  publishing  enterprise.     His 
plms  were  not  always  practicable ;  hut  they  always 
indicated  the  fertility  of  his  mind,  and  the  refine- 
ment of  his  taste.     He  did  me  incsilculable  good  in 
his  rough-nding  when  I  was  learning  my  paces  in 
this  mtelloctual  manfige.     It  was  like  the  discipline 
which  a  young  barrister  receives  on  his  first  circuit 
Hot  to  wince  under  a  joke ;  to  see  the  kind  heart 
and  the  earnest  good  will,  ifi-concealed  by  the  levity 
of  tongue  ;  to  find  indifference  growing  into  cordialit; 
and    then   nponing  into  friendship— this   was  my 
eipenence  of  a  man  whose  ready  talent,  whose  social 
aptitude,  rarely  failed  to  secure  the  friendship  of  the 
young  and   of  the   aged— one   who    was    a  warm 
politician  without  the  bitterness  of  a  partisan ;  whose 
companionable  qualities  gave  pleasm-e  to   the   dc- 
clmmg  vigour  of  Ljndhurst,  and  who  continues   as 
he    had    begun,    to    bo    the    cherished    friend'  of 
Brougham. 

In  the  present  instance,  as  in  others  that  will  con- 
totly  occur,  I  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  speak 
with  the  same  freedom  of  the  living  as  of  the  dead 
Yet,  looking  back  for  more  than  a  generation  upon 
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the  eminent  persons  with  whom  I  had  hecome 
acquainted,  they  all  assume  with  me  an  aspect 
approaching  to  the  historical.  I  run  over  the  list  of 
the  committee  pi-efixed  to  the  "  British  Almanac  "  for 
1830.  Of  forty-five  members,  whose  essential 
services  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  live  in  my 
remembrance,  twenty-five  are  gone  where  "  all 
hidden  things  shall  be  made  manifest,"  Yet  to  speak 
impartially,  I  must  not  pass  over  those  who  remain 
with  us,  believing  that  the  "  nil  nisi  verwm  "  is  a 
better  principle  to  act  upon  either  for  the  living  or 
the  dead  than  the  "  nil  nisi  bomum." 

1  have  already,  several  times,  mentioned  Matthew 
Davenport  Hill  aa  a  member  of  the  conmaittee  ;  and 
it  is  therefore  unnecessary  that  I  should  here  dwell 
upon  the  energy  of  his  character  as  a  diffuser  of 
knowledga  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of 
the  Society.  His  brother  Rowland  was  elected  when 
it  was  fully  in  action.  Of  modest  demeanour; 
courteous  but  independent ;  expressing  his  opinions 
with  a  prudent  brevity, — few  could  have  given  hira 
credit  for  that  unwearied  industiy  in  foiiowing  out 
all  the  ramifications  of  a  complicated  question  ;  for 
that  power  of  mai-shalling  all  the  possible  details  of  a 
great  theory  which  in  practice  resolved  itself  into  the 
most  complete  oi^anisation.  The  inventor  of  the 
Penny  Postage  made  no  eager  rush  to  the  display  of 
an  imperfect  project.  He  felt  every  step  of  his  way, 
and  when  he  had  ceased  to  have  any  doubt  of  the 
certainty  of  his  convictions,  he  put  them  forth  with 
the  confidence  of  genius,  and  was  ready  to  do  battle 
for  them  with  the  courage  which  ie  the  best  pledge 
of  victory.  The  young  schoolmaster  of  Hazelwood 
became  one  of  the  greatest  of  public  benefactors. 
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Amongst  the  founders  of  the  society.  Dr.  Eoget 
was,  from  Iizs  accepted  high  reputation,  the  mosrt 
eminent  of  its  men  of  science.  He  wrote  its  treatises 
on  Electricity  and  on  Magnetism.  He  was  a  diligent 
attendant  on  its  committees  ;  a  vigilant  corrector  of 
its  pi'oofs.  Of  most  winning  manners,  he  was  as 
heloved  as  he  was  respected.  I  met  him  in  1863,  at 
an  evening  party,  and  had  much  talk  with  him  ahout 
our  old  intercoui-se.  Full  of  animation,— with 
undinmed  intelligence — his  age  was  "  as  a  lusty 
winter,  frosty  but  kindly."  In  his  heaming  face 
thei-e  could  scarcely  be  found  the  traces  of  that  hard 
work — made  up  of  professional  practice,  of  scientific 
wi-iting,  of  secretaryship  of  the  Royal  Society,  of 
lecturer  at  the  Royal  Institution, — which  he  had 
gone  through  since  he  graduated  in  medicine  at 
Edinburgh  in-  1798.  Upon  all  questions  of  Physi- 
ology, Peter  Mark  Roget  and  Charles  Bell  are  the 
great  authorities  in  the  Useful  Knowledge  Society. 
No  higher  sei-vice  could  have  been  rendered  to  the 
association  in  its  early  stages  than  Mr.  Bell's  con- 
tribution to  its  treatises.  His  "  Animal  Mechanics  " 
is  a  model  of  popular  writing  upon  subjects  which 
demand  high  scientific  knowledge.  This  charming 
production  was  published  in  1828.  At  that  time 
there  was  another  member  of  the  medical  profession 
— one,  however,  unconnected  with  our  Society — who 
also  contributed  most  effectually  to  disperse  the 
beUef  that  science  could  only  be  taught  in  the  use  of 
technical  language ; — that  the  uninitiated  in  the 
technicalities  had  better  not  attempt  to  comprehend 
the  mysteries  of  that  temple  where  there  was  scant 
room  for  the  worship  of  the  multitude.  Dr,  Neil 
Amott,   in   1827,  published  the  first  portion  of  his 
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"Elements  of  Physics;  or  Natural  Philosophy, 
General  and  Medical,  explained  in  plain  or  non- 
technical language."  Never  was  book  more  popular; 
never  was  the  completion  of  any  undortating  more 
anxiously  looked  for.  The  first  volume  of  the  "  Sixth 
and  Completed  Edition"  i-eaches  me  while  I  write  this 
chapter.  It  is  a  presentation  copy  from  one  who  for 
five-and-thii-ty  years  has  won  the  love  and  gratitude 
of  me  and  mine,  as  the  wise  physician  and  the  hearty 
friend.  I  could  not  forego  this  digression  from  the 
matters  more  immediately  before  me. 

The  Useful  Knowledge  committees,  as  I  have 
looked  upon  these  monthly  assemblages,  present  the 
aspect  of  something  higher  than  toleration — a 
cordial  union  of  men  of  very  different  persuasions  in 
religion,  who  have  met  upon  a  common  platform  for 
the  advancement  of  knowledge,  to  which  religion  can 
never  be  opposed.  Let  me  group  three  represen- 
tatives of  opinions  that  appear  as  far  removed  as 
possible  from  ama^amation.  Dr.  Maltby,  a  great 
classical  scholar,  the  preacher  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  the 
iuture  bishop,  first  of  Chichester,  and  then  of 
Durham,  is  a  dignified  representative  of  the  Church 
of  England.  He  is  zealous  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Useful  Knowledge  Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  earliest  members.  He  will  do  its  work  assi.- 
duously  and  carefully.  He  wiU  not  insist  upon 
religious  topics  being  thrust  in  amongst  secular.  He 
■will  not  stickle  for  the  due  honour  of  the  Established 
Church.  How  can  he  do  either  t  By  his  aide,  it 
may  be,  sits  Mr.  Isaac  Lyon  Goldsmid,  the  wealthy 
Jew,  whose  ambition,  as  that  of  the  Rothschilds  and 
of  other  men  of  large  property  and  unimpeachable 
loyalty,  is  to  have  a  voice  in  the  British  Parliament. 
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Mr.  Goldsmid  is  a  man  of  something  more  tlian 
business  talent ;  good  tempered ;  not  obtruding  the 
pride  of  riches  ;  hospitabla  Mr.  William  Allen,  the 
Quaker,  may  form  the  third  in  this  group.  I  have 
often  called  on  him  at  his  old  place  of  business  in 
Plough  Court,  where,  a  practical  chemist,  he  had 
been  a  thriving  tradesman,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  and  a  valuable  con- 
tributor to  its  transactions.  He  well  merited  the 
honour  of  his  countrymen  for  other  qualities  than  his 
scientific  acquirements.  He  was  a  liberal  promoter 
of  every  public  scheme  of  benevolence.  He  estab- 
lished upon  his  estate  at  Lindfield,  in  Sussex,  after 
he  withdrew  from  the  cares  of  a  commercial  life, 
schools  for  boys,  girls,  and  infants, — ^real  schools  of 
industry,  where  agriculture  was  taught,  as  well  as 
many  useful  arts.  Whilst  the  children  had  every 
opportunity  for  acquiring  health  in  recreation,  and 
improvement  in  a  good  library,  he  built  cottages  for 
the  labourers  of  his  village,  such  as  ought  to  have 
shamed  many  a  landowner  out  of  his  neglect.  The 
memory  of  this  good  man  is  to  me  fresh  and  fragrant. 
There  was  perhaps  no  society  in  England,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Royal  Society,  ivhich  could 
t  such  a  knot  of  young  men  of  high  promise 
were  assembled  at  our  committees  in  the 
,ges  of  their  organisation,  Mr,  John 
WiUiam  Lubbock,  the  only  chUd  of  the  eminent  city 
banker,  assiduously  followed  bis  father's  calling, 
whilst  he  was  attaining  the  highest  reputation  as  a 
mathematician.  In  1825  he  had  graduated  as  M.A, 
at  Cambridge.  In  1828  ho  was  rendering  me  the 
most  important  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  the 
"British   Almanac."     For  several  years  he  worked 
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■with  the  heartiest  zeal  at  this  apparently  humhle 
contribution  to  the  ohjects  of  the  Society.  But  the 
occupation  was  not  a  humble  one,  for  he  was  prac- 
tically developing  his  investigations  upon  the  Tides, 
which  subject  formed  several  papera  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions.  Devotii^  himself  with  the 
same  readiness  to  superintend  the  astronomical 
portion  of  the  British  Almanac,  I  was  also  brought 
into  intercourse  with  Mr.  John  Wrottesley,  after- 
wards Lord  Wrottesley,  and  President  of  the  Royal 
Society.  He  was  a  member  of  the  bar.  Mr. 
Benjamin  Malkin — afterwards  Sk  Benjamin,  when 
he  accepted  a  high  judicial  appointment  in  India, 
and  there  too  soon  closed  his  valuable  hfe — devoted 
his  great  talents  and  acquirements  with  indefatigable 
industry  to  the  business  of  Our  committee.  His 
forte  was  mathematics.  His  brother  Ai-thur  was 
elected  to  the  committee  a  few  years  after,  and  in 
several  departments  rendered  essential  service  as 
a  writer  and  editor.  Mr.  T.  F.  Ellis,  the  friend 
and  executor  of  Macaulay,  had  many  opportu- 
nities, in  the  revision  of  the  Society's  works,  to 
exercise  his  acute  critical  faculty.  Mr.  Lefevre  (now 
Sir  John)  was  also  one  of  the  distinguished  Cam- 
bridge graduates  who  gave  to  the  Useful  Knowledge 
Society  the  prestige  of  their  academical  honours. 

The  University  of  London  (as  the  College  was  then 
called)  numbered  amongst  its  Professors  some  of  the 
ablest  members  of  our  committee.  Amongst  the  firat 
of  those  who  joined  the  Society  was  Mr.  George  Long. 
In  subsequent  "  Passages,"  I  shall  have  so  frequently 
to  mention  his  name,  as  one  of  the  most  important 
of  my  associates,  that  it  will  bo  scarcely  necessary  for 
me  here  to  do  more  than  allude  to  his  unequalled 
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industry,  his  rich  scholarahip,  liia  sound  judj 
■which  very  soon  gave  him  his  right  position  amongst 
the  eminent  persona  by  whom  he  was  surrounded. 
Mr.  De  Morgan  became  a  member  somewhat  later.  I 
first  saw  him  in  1830.  The  occasion  will  aiise  for 
mentioning  the  eminent  services  he  rendered  to  the 
■works  in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  Mr.  Key,  and 
Mr.  Maiden,  about  the  same  period  commenced  their 
distinguished  career  as  t«a«her8  of  youth,  and  very 
soon  also  devoted  theii'  unprofessional  services  to  the 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

Mr.  Leonard  Horner  was  the  Wai-den  of  the 
London  University,  when  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Useful  Knowledge  committee.  In  their  early 
stages  the  new  preparatory  institution  "  for  affording 
to  young  men  adequate  opportunities  for  obtaining 
literary  and  scientific  education  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense ;"  and  the  new  society  for  "  impai-ting  useful 
information  to  all  classes  of  the  community,"  were 
considered  by  many  to  be  ei^aged  in  a  co-partner- 
ship for  the  political  and  theological  corruption  of 
youths  and  adults.  In  some  arrangements  pre- 
scribed by  a  rigid  economy  in  the  finances  of  each, 
they  did  appear  to  carry  on  their  operations  in  con- 
cert. Thus,  when  I  first  attended  in  Percy  Street 
to  read  manuscripts  and  proofs,  I  had  to  thread  my 
way  up  a  staircase,  on  the  walls  of  which  Dr. 
Lardner  was  hanging 'models  foi-  the  illustration  of 
his  approaching  Lectures  on  Mechanics.  As  a  ne- 
cessavy  consequence,  the  council  of  the  University, 
and  the  committee  of  the  Society,  bad  several 
members  in  common.  Mr.  Homer  was  not  only 
surrounded  with  the  reflection  of  his  eminent  bro- 
ther's fame,  but  had   that  brother's  testimony,  in 
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Ma  published  letters,  to  the  interest  which  young 
Leonard,  as  eaidy  as  1811,  took  in  the  education  of 
the  people.  How  well  ho  was  qualified  for  popular 
instruction  was  shown  by  an  admirable  series  of 
articles  on  "  The  Mineral  Kingdom  "  which  he  con- 
tributed to  the  "  Penny  Magazina"  How  ardently 
and  unremittingly  he  strove  to  elevate  the  condition, 
and  provide  for  the  health  of  the  Working  Classes, 
has  been  manifested  bj  his  labours  as  a  Factory- 
Commissioner. 

I  am  still  hovering  round  the  rememhi-ance  of  the 
earher  members  of  the  Society,  whose  literary  or 
scientific  qualifications  gave  the  assurance  that  no 
publication  would  go  forth,  deformed  by  the  in- 
accuracies of  superficial  iuformation.  In  a  volume 
■written  by  me  tea  years  ago,  I  have  expressed 
my  opinion  upon  the  system  pursued  in  our  com- 
mittees : — "  From  the  time  when  the  Society  com- 
menced a  real  'superintendence'  of  works  for  the 
people— when  it  assisted,  by  diligent  revision  and 
ftiendly  inquiry,  the  services  of  its  editors— the 
old  vague  generalities  of  popular  knowledge  wore 
exploded;  and  the  scissors-and-paste  school  of 
authorship  had  to  seek  for  other  occupations  than 
Paternoster  Row  could  once  famish.  Accuracy  was 
forced  upon  elemontary  books  as  the  rule  and  not 
the  exception.  Books  professedly  '  entertaining ' 
were  to  he  founded  upon  exact  mformation,  and 
theu-  authorities  invariably  indicated,  No  doubt 
this  superintendence  in  some  degi'ee  interfered  with 
the  free  course  of  original  composition,  and  imparted 
somewhat  of  the  utilitarian  character  to  everything 
produced.  But  it  was  the  only  course  hj  which  a 
new  aspect  could  be  given  to  cheap  hterature,  by 
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showing  that  the  great  principles  of  excellence  were 
common  to  all  books,  whether  for  the  learned  or 
the  uninformed."  *  To  accomplish  such  real  super- 
intendence there  were  the  servicsiS  at  hand,  in  the 
department  that  may  be  broadly  characterised  as 
Natural  Histoiy,  of  Mr.  Daniel,  in  Meteorology ; 
of  Mr.  De  La  Beebe,  in  Geology ;  of  Mr.  Vigors, 
in  Zoology ;  and  of  Dr.  Anthony  Todd  Thomson,  in 
Botany  and  Vegetable  Physiology.  With  each  of 
these  gentlemen  I  was,  in  various  labours,  brought 
into  pleasant  and  profitable  intercom-se,  I  was  in 
more  direct  and  constant  intimacy  with  Mr.  William 
Coulson,  the  translator  of  Blumenbach's  "  Com- 
parative Anatomy."  In  the  composition  of  my 
httle  book  on  "  Menageries,"  I  COidd  always  apply, 
in  cases  of  doubt,  to  his  technical  information,  and 
to  the  wide  range  of  the  scientific  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Vigors.  The  aid  which  Dr.  Conolly  rendered  to 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge  was  not  special  or  pro- 
fessional. In  those  departments  of  what  we  now 
call  "  social  science,"  which  include  the  pubhc  health 
in  its  largest  sense,  his  experience  was  always  working 
in  companionship  with  his  benevolence.  In  1831 
we  were  united  in  the  production  of  a  series  which 
was  directly  addressed  to  the  working  classes.  Dr. 
Oonolly  brought  to  this  useful  labour — of  which  I 
shall  have  to  make  more  particular  mention — a  lucid 
style,  and  an  accurate  conception  of  the  true  mode  of 
reaching  the  uneducated.  "Be  thou  fainiliai',  but  by 
no  means  vulgar,"  is  as  good  a  maxim  for  a  populai' 
writer,  as  for  a  young  courtier  going  forth  into  the 
world,  to  deal  with  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men. 

'  "The  Old  Printer  and  tlie  Modern  Press."    Murray.     1864. 
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We  had  many  lawyei-s  on  the  committee.  I  have 
mentioned  several  who  were  distinguished  for  their 
remarkable  scientific  qualifications.  Others  of  the 
bar  were  accomplished  scholars.  But  no  one  dis- 
played a  more  elegant  taste  than  John  Herman 
Merivale.  His  translations  from  the  Greek  Antho- 
logy, and  from  the  minor  poems  of  Schiller,  have 
not  been  condemned  to  that  oblivion  which  attends 
the  greater  number  of  poetical  attempts  The  purity 
and  elegance  of  the  whole  mind  of  Mr.  Merivale  is 
reflected  in  his  poems.  Courteous  and  sympathizing, 
I  look  back  upon  my  occasional  intercourse  with  him 
with  respect  almost  bordering  upon  affection.  Mr. 
George  Oornewall  Lewis  brought  his  vaiious  high 
qualifications  to  tho  service  of  the  Society  at  a  later 
period,  when  he  became  a  contributor  to  its  publiea^ 
tions.  I  mention  him  among  tho  lawyers,  for  before 
he  joined  the  Useful  Knowledge  committee  he  had 
been  called  to  the  bar.  Of  the  elder  lawyers,  no 
one  was  more  valuable  to  the  , society  than  Mr. 
James  Manning — perhaps  the  most  profound  of  the 
historical  and  antiquarian  lawyers  of  his  time.  His 
accurate  information  upon  many  abstruse  legal  mat- 
ters was  amply  displayed  when  be  became  one  of  the 
most  important  contributors  to  the  "  Penny  Oyclo- 
ptedia."  Mr.  David  Jardine  was  also  a  most  useful 
contributor  to  the  legal  department  of  the  Cycio- 
pjedia,  and  was  the  author  of  "  Criminal  Trials,"  pub- 
lished in  the  Library  of  Entertaining  Knowledge — a 
valuable  contribution  to  our  constitutional  history. 
Let  me  not  omit  to  mention  the  youngest  of  the 
lawyers  amongst  us — Mr.  Thomas  Falconer,  who 
was  called  to  the  bar  in  1830.  He  inherited  Hterary 
tastes,  and  was  an  acute  m^  well  as  a  modest  critic 
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upon    the   impublished    volumes    and   articles   that 
Tvore  submitted  for  his  revision, 

I  have  finally  to  turn  to  a  knot  of  men,  eminent 
in  the  political  annals  of  our  country.  They  might 
at  first  view  be  regarded  as  the  Corinthian  capitals 
of  our  edifice.  But  this  would  only  be  a  half-truth. 
Lord  John  Russell,  Lord  Auckland,  Lord  Althorp, 
Mr.  Denman,  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  Sir  Henry  Paraell, 
were  always  ready  to  work  as  members  of  our 
committee,  even  after  they  had  been  called  to  the 
highest  ■  olSces  of  the  State.  After  the  Reform  era 
I  have  sat  at  the  monthly  dinner  with  five  Cabinet 
Ministers,  to  whom  it  appeared  that  their  duty  was 
to  carry  forward  that  advancing  intelligence  of  the 
people  which  had  conducted  them  to  power,  and 
which  would  afford  the  best  security  that  liberal 
opinions  and  democratic  violence  should  not  be  in 
concert,  as  the  "  one  increasing  purpose  "  was  work- 
ing out  the  inevitable  changes  of  society  and  govern- 
ment. The  first  poet  of  the  generation  that  was 
immediately  to  follow  them  has  probably  shadowed 
out  the  convictions  that  made  Ministers   of  State 


"  Yet  I  doutt  not  through,  tlie  ages  one  inoruasing  pmpose  runs, 

And  the  thoughts  of  men  hm  widened  with  the  prorass  of  the 

311U3."  Locksley  Hall. 

It  was  not  only  in  the  meetings  of  our  committees 
that  I  had  the  advantage,  for  my  editorial  guidance, 
of  the  opinions  of  men  of  accurate  minds  and  sound 
information ;  but  I  was  frequently  also  in  corre- 
spondence with  those  who  took  a  more  than  common 
interest  in  particular  works.  Such  a  work  was  that 
well-known  contribution  to  the  "  Libraiy  of  Enter- 
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taining  Knowledge,"  which  first  established  the  re- 
putation of  Mr.  George  Lillie  Craik  as  a  sound 
thinker  and  an  accomphshed  writer.  To  myself, 
individually,  the  recollection  of  that  autumn  of  1828 
is  especially  dear,  for  it  saw  the  commencement  of  an 
intimacy  which  ripened  into  the  unbroken  fnendship 
of  sLx-and-thirty  years.  In  the  prehminaiy  stages 
of  discussion  on  the  objects  and  mode  of  treatment 
of  a  book  such  as  this,  which  was  to  embrace  a  vast 
number  of  illustrative  anecdotes  of  the  love  of  know- 
ledge overcoming  the  opposition  of  circumstances, 
there  were  necessarily  different  estimates  of  the 
value  of  scientific  and  literaiy  studies,  whether  "for 
use,"  or  ■'  for  delight,"  or  "  for  ornament."  The  great 
distinction  between  the  love  of  knowledge  for  its  own 
sake,  and  the  love  of  knowledge  as  the  means  of 
worldly  advancement,  may  be  ti-aced  very  distinctly 
in  the  two  popular  volumes  of  Mr.  Craik,  and  the 
equally  popular  "  Self  Help"  of  Mr.   Smiles. 

Mr.  Craik  had  written  a  prehminary  disser- 
tation in  the  sound  views  of  which  Mr.  Brougham 
expressed  himself  to  me  as  generally  coinciding. 
But  in  a  portion  of  a  letter,  dated  from  West- 
moreland in  September,  1828,  Mr.  Brougham  takes  a 
different  view  of  the  range  of  such  a  work  as  that 
proposed : 

"  His  (Mr.  Craik's)  idea  of  the  line  to  be  drawn 
as  to  self-educated  men  m  modem  times,  is  also 
quite  correct;  but  we  must,  nevertheless,  confine 
the  examples  to  eases  which  are  quite  plainly  those 
of  men  who  have  greatly  altered  their  situation 
by  force  of  merit.  As  Watt,  Arkwright,  Frankhn, 
Bums,  Bloomfleld,  Mendelssohn— making  tliegi-ound 
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of  division  or  classification  self-exaltation  rather 
than  self-education,  though  they  often  will  coincide. 
This  field  is  quite  large  enough  for  one  book ;  but 
the  work  might  be  followed  by  another  compre- 
hending the  rest  of  it,  and  including  all  self-taught 
Genius  in  the  larger  sense.  To  give  an  example — 
I  should  certainly  exclude  Newton,  though,  like 
Pascal,  he  taught  himself  mathematics  ;  also  Gran- 
ville Sharpe,  though  he  raised  himself  by  liis  merit  to 
great  fame ;  but  he  was  grandson  of  the  Archbishop 
of  York,  and  could  not  be  said  to  alter  hia  station  in 
life.  I  look  forwai-d  to  Mr.  Craik's  labours  as  of  the 
t  use  to  the  Society,  and  to  the  good  cause; 
;  the  gTeatest  confidence  m  bis  suund  prin- 
ciples, and  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  talents " 

This  interesting  discussion  was  continued  between 
Mr.  Brougham,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Oraik,  and  myself,  till 
it  was  seen  how  the  opposite  views  could  be  lesolved 
into  a  general  agreement.  I  have  before  me  Mr. 
Brougham's  proof  of  Mr.  Craik's  first  volume.  To 
Mr,  Brougham  is  to  be  assigned  the  merit  of  giving 
to  the  book  in  this  proof  the  title  which  has  come 
to  be  one  of  the  commonest  forms  of  speech ; 

"The  Pursuit  of  Knowledge  under  Diffi- 
culties." 

The  title  originally  stood, — 

"  The  Love  of  Knowledge  overcoming  Diffi- 
culties IN  ITS  Pursuit." 
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EVEEAL  years  had  passed,  crowded  with 
political  eTeiita.  The  amended  Refor-m 
Bill  was  passing  through  Committee  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  February,  1832. 
There  seemed  to  be  little  donbt  that  a  Minis- 
terial majority  would  bo  too  strong  in  the  Lower 
House  to  allow  any  re-actionaiy  measure  in  the 
House  of  Lords  to  be  successful  The  new  Govern- 
ment officials  were  settling  themselves  to  tho 
discharge  of  their  administrative  duties  as  if  a  long 
and  quiet  possession  of  place  had  been  won.  On  the 
13th  of  February,  I  received  a  note  from  Lord 
Auckland,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
expressing  his  desire  for  a  few  minutes'  conversation 
with  me  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon.  The  inter- 
view was  a  very  brief  one,  but  its  importance  to  me 
was  not  to  be  measured  by  its  duration.  The 
Cabinet  Minister  offered  me  a  new  office,  which  it 
was  proposed  to  create  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  for 
d%esting  and  arranging  Parliamentary  and  other 
official  documents  for  the  information  of  members  of 
the  Government,  and  possibly  for  publication.  This 
duty  would  have  involved  a  regular  attendance  at 
Whitehall ;  the  salary  proposed  was  not  a  tempting 
one ;  but  the  offer  seemed  to  open  the  way  for  a 
more  ambitious  career  than  that  of  a  publisher.  I 
requested  time  for  deliberation.  Having  consulted 
a  distinguished  friend,  he  advised  me  to  decline  the 
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proposal,  however  flattering.  Lord  Auckland  was 
surprised  but  not  displeased  at  my  rejection  of  hia 
kind  overture.  He  asked  me  to  recommend  some 
gentleman  fitted  for  the  poet.  There  was  one  with 
■whom  I  had  recently  formed  an  acquaintance,  Mr. 
George  Richardson  Porter.  He  had  written  a  paper  on 
Life  Assurance  for  the  "  Companion  to  the  Almanac," 
and  he  waa  the  author  of  a  volume  on  the  Silk 
Manufacture,  published  in  Lardner's  "  Cyclopedia" 
Mr.  Porter  received  the  appointment.  The  experi- 
ment was  perfectly  successful,  and  much  of  its 
success  may  be  attributed  to  the  ability  and  industry 
of  him  -whom,  so  fortunately  for  the  public  good,  I 
had  recommended.  Mr.  Porter  became  the  head  of 
the  statistical  department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
in  1841  he  was  promoted  to  be  one  of  the  joint- 
secretaries  of  that  boaa-d.  Till  the  time  of  his 
lamented  death  in  1852,  we  were  mutually  attached 
friends,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  con- 
tributors to  several  of  my  pubhcations. 

Had  I  accepted  the  appointment  of  the  Boai-d  of 
Trade  in  that  February,  it  is  probable  that  the  whole 
course  of  my  future  life  would  have  been  changed. 
It  was  upon  the  cards  that  either  I  should  have 
been  sitting  in  an  office  at  Whitehall  from  ten  ,  till 
four,  cramming  Ministers  and  Members  of  Par- 
Uament  with  statistical  facts,  or  become  identified 
with  the  most  successful  experiment  in  popular 
literature  that  England  had  seen.  On  March  31st, 
1832,  appeared  the  first  number  of  "  The  Penny 
Magazine  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful 
Knowledge." 

In  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  22nd 
of  May,  1834,  on  a  motion  for  tiie  Repeal  of  tho 
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Stamp  Daty  on  Newspapers,  Mr.  M.  D,  Hill,  tlien 
member  for  Hull,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bulwer  wlio  moved 
the  Repeal,  thus  described  the  origin  of  that  work  ; 
"  The  Honourable  Gentleman  was  pleased  to  cha- 
raoterize  '  The  Penny  Magazine,'  as  affording  a 
trumpery  education  to  the  people,  because  he  says  it 
deals  in  accounts  of  birds  and  insects,  and  such 
matter's,  I  certainly  was  a  little  astonished  to  find 
my  Honourable  Friend  scout  an  insight  into  the 
wonders  of  creation,  as  a  tmmpery  affair.  I  should 
be  soiTy  if  his  designation  of  that  little  work  were 
con-ect,  because  the  blame  of  its  existence  rests  with 
myself,  it  being  a  project  of  my  own ;  neither  am  I 
innocent  of  the  course  it  has  pursued ;  which  from 
first  to  last  has  had,  and  still  has,  my  hearty  con- 
currence." The  circumstances  connected  with  this 
"project"  were  these.  The  town  in  that  time  of 
political  excitement  abounded  with  unstamped  weekly 
publications,  which  in  some  degree  came  under  the 
character  of  contraband  newspapers,  and  were  nearly 
all  dangerous  in  principle  and  coarse  in  language. 
Mr.  Hill  and  I  were  neighbours  on  Hampstead 
Heath,  and  as  we  walked  to  town  on  a  morning  of 
the  second  week  in  Mai-ch,  our  talk  was  of  these 
cheap  and  offensive  publications.  "  Let  us,"  he 
exclaimed,  "  see  what  something  cheap  and  good  can 
accomplish  I  Let  us  have  a  Penny  Magazine  ! " 
"  And  what  shall  be  its  title  ? "  said  I.  "The  Penny 
Magazine."  -  We  went  at  once  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. He  cordially  entered  into  the  project.  A 
committee  of  the  Society  was  called,  and  such  a 
publication  was  decided  upon  after  some  hesitation. 
There  was  a  feeling  amongst  a  few  that  a  penny 
weekly  sheet   would  be    below    the  dignity  of  the 
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Society.  One  gentleman  of  the  old  Whig  school, 
who  had  not  origirially  belonged  to  the  Committee, 
said  again  and  again,  "It  is  very  awkward."  Lord 
Brougham,  however,  was  not  accustomed  to  let 
awkward  things  stand  much  in  his  way.  "  The 
Penny  Magazine"  was  decided  upon.  I  undertook 
the  risk  of  the  publication,  and  was  appointed  to  be 
its  editor.  The  task  was  not  a  very  easy  one  in  the 
onset,  for  it  was  impossible  to  say,  before  the  issue  of 
a  few  numbers,  whether  the  periodical  sale  would  be 
twenty  thousand  or  ahundred  thousand,  and  whether 
a  large  demand  would  be  a  permanent  one.  It  was 
therefore  necessary  to  have  a  due  regard  to  economy ; 
and  thus  the  attraction  of  expensive  woodcuts  could 
scarcely  be  ventured  upon  in  the  early  days  of  the 
experiment.  It  was  imperative  also  to  proceed  very 
cautiously  in  treading  near  the  iR-deiined  line  that 
separated  the  essayist  from  the  newspaper  writer. 
I  have  a  letter  before  me  from  the  Solicitor  of  Stamps, 
in  which  he  says  he  has  perused  the  specimen 
numbers  (1  and  2)  of  the  Magazine  intended  to  be 
pubhshed  by  the  Society,  and  that  he  sees  nothing 
in  these  numbers  that  will  render  the  publication 
liable  to  stamp  duty.  So  I  went  confidently  to  my 
work.  Perhaps  no  circumstance  gave  me  greater 
encouragement  than  a  letter  from  Fi-ancia  Place,  who 
knew  more  about  the  working  classes,  and  had 
probably  more  influence  with  them,  than  any  man  in 
London.  He  describes  his  pleasure  at  seeing  the 
prospectus:  He  begs  me  to  let  him  have  a  quantity, 
which  he  would  cause  "  to  be  usefully  dispersed  in 
the  houses  of  call  for  journeymen,  in  workshops,  and 
factories."  Mr,  Place  united  to  his  business  of 
master-tailor,  at  Charing  Cross,  an  intense  devotion 
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to  all  the  leading  questione  of  politics  that  had  been 
agitating  the  world  since  the  time  of  the  French 
Revolution.  His  collection  of  contemporary  pam- 
phlets was  as  extensive  and  complete  as  any  man 
could  have  foi-med.  I  believe  it  was  disperaed  at 
bis  death,  but  it  ought  to  have  gone  to  the  British 
Museum. 

The  excellent  Dr.  Arnold,  some  months  after  the 
"  Penny  Magazine "  had  appeared,  described  it  as 
"  all  ramble-scramble."  It  was  meant  to  be  so — to 
touch  rapidly  and  lightly  upon  many  subjects.  In 
the  introductory  article  of  the  first  number,  I  wrote : 
"Whatever  tends  to  enlarge  the  range  of  observa- 
tion, to  add  to  the  store  of  facta,  to  awaken  the 
reason,  and  to 'lead  the  imagination  into  agi-eeable 
and  innocent  trains  of  thought,  may  assist  in  the 
estabhshment  of  a  sincere  and  ardent  desire  for 
information  ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  our  little 
miscellany  may  prepare  the  way  for  the  i-eception  of 
more  elaborate  and  precise  knowledge,  and  be  as  the 
small  optic-glass  called  ^e  finder,  which  is  placed  by 
the  side  of  a  large  telescope,  to  enable  the  observer 
to  discover  the  star  which  is  afterwards  to  be  care- 
fully examined  by  the  more  perfect  instrument."  I 
certainly  never  received  any  more  striking  testimony 
to  the  usefulness  of  the  "  ramble-sci-amble "  ia 
supplying  a  w^nt  to  those  who  were  striving  to  gain 
knowledge,  but  who  were  too  poor  to  buy  books, 
than  the  following  passage  in  the  "  Autobiography 
of  an  Artisan,"  published  in  1847.  Christopher 
Thomson,  the  author  of  this  interesting  book,  had 
settled  as  a  house-painter  at  Edwinetowe,  a  village 
in  Nottinghamshire  ; — "  Squatting  down  here  penni- 
less, without  a  table  or  thi'ee-legged  stool  to  furnish 
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a  cottage  witli,  it  may  easily  be  imagined  that  I  had 
towgh  work  of  it.  My  great  want  was  books ;  I  was 
too  poor  to  purchase  expensive  ones,  and  the  '  cheap 
literature '  was  not  then,  as  now,  to  be  found  m 
every  out-o'-tlie-way  nooking.  However,  Knight  had 
unfurled  his  paper  banners  of  free  trade  in  letters. 
The  '  Penny  Maga^ne '  was  published— I  borrowed 
the  first  volume,  and  deteiTtiined  to  make  an  effort 
to  possess  myself  with  the  second  ;  accordingly,  with 
January,  1833, 1  determined  to  discontinue  the  use 
of  sugar  in  my  tea,  hoping  that  my  family  would  not 
then  feel  the  sacrifice  necessary  to  buy  the  book. 
Since  that  period,  I  have  expended  hrge  sums  in 
books,  some  of  them  very  costly  ones,  but  I  never 
had  one  so  truly  valuable  as  was  the  second  volume 
of  the  '  Penny  Magazine  ;'  and  I  looked  as  anxiously 
for  the  issue  of  the  monthly  part  as  I  did  for  the 
TQeans  of  getting  a  Hvii^."  This  then  was  the 
service  which  the  "  Penny  Magazine  "  was  rendering, 
at  the  beginning  of  1832,  to  the  general  cause  of 
letters.  I  must  associate  vrith  it  "  Chambers'  Edin- 
burgh Journal,"  a  pubUcation  which  was  established 
a  few  weeks  before  mine.  They  wei-e  making  readers. 
They  were  raising  up  a  new  class,  and  a  much  larger 
class  than  previously  existed,  to  be  the  pui-chasers  of 
books.  They  were  planting  the  commerce  of  books 
upon  broader  foundations  ^an  thoso  upon  which  it 
had  been  previously  built.  They  were  relegating 
the  hole-and-corner  literature  of  the  days  of  exclu- 
siveness  to  the  rewai'ds  which  the  few  cordd  furnish ; 
preparing  the  way  for  writers  and  booksellers  to  reap 
the  abundant  haiTest  when  the  "  second  rain  "  of 
knowledge  should  be  descending  "uninterrupted, 
unabated;  unbounded  ;  fertilizing  some  grounds  and 
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ovei-flowing  otliers ;    changing  the  whole   form   of 
Bocial  life."  * 

The  success  of  the  "Penny  Magazine"  was  an 
astonishment  to  most  persons ;  I  honestly  confess  it 
was  a  aui-prise  to  myself  It  was  not  till  the  autumn 
that  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  means  of  woodcuts 
to  familiarise  the  people  with  great  works  of  art 
Then  were  presented  to  them  engi-avings  of  a  costly 
character,  of  such  subjects  as  the  Laocoon,  the  Apollo 
Belvedere,  the  Cartoons,  and  the  gi-eat  Cathedrals, 
British  and  Foreign.  At  the  end  of  1S32,  the 
"  Penny  Magazine  "  had  reached  a  sale  of  200,000 
in  weekly  numbers  and  monthly  parts.  In  the  pre- 
face to  the  first  volume,  under  the  date  of  December 
the  18th,  I  thus  wrote  ; — "  It  was  considered  by 
Edmund  Burke,  about  forty  years  ago,  that  there 
were  80,000  readers  in  this  country.  In  the  present 
year  it  has  been  shown,  by  the  sale  of  the  '  Penny 
Magazine,'  that  there  are  200,000  pv/rehasers  of  one 
periodical  work.  It  may  be  feirly  calculated  that 
the  number  of  readers  of  that  single  work  amounts 
to  a  million.  If  this  incontestable  evidence  of  the 
spread  of  the  ability  to  read  be  most  satisfaetory,  it 
is  still  more  satisfactory  to  consider  the  species  of 
readir^  which  has  had  such  an  extensive  and  increas- 
ing popularity.  In  this  work  there  has  never  been  a 
single  sentence  that  could  inflame  a  vicious  appetite ; 
and  not  a  paragraph  that  could  minister  to  prejudices 
and  superatitions  which  a  few  years  since  were  com- 
mon. There  have  been  no  excitements  for  the  lovers 
of  the  mai'vellous — no  tattle  or  abuse  for  the  grati- 
fication of  a  diseased  taste  for  personality,  and,  above 
all,  no  party  politics." 

*  Scott.     "  Quyntin.  Durwatd." 
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Although  the  "  Penny  Magazine  "  has  a  peculiar 
interest  as  a  subject  of  literary  history,  it  would  be 
tedious  if  I  were  to  attempt  any  minute  notice  of 
its  contributors ;  but  I  may  mention  a  few  whose 
names  occur  to  me  as  I  turn  over  its  early  pages. 
There  were  members  of  the  Committee  who  had  a 
very  just  conception  of  what  writiug  for  the  people 
meant.  An  article  by  Mr.  Long,  in  the  seventh 
number,  on  the  value  of  a  penny,  is  as  clear  and  im- 
pressive as  any  statement  from  the  pen  of  Cobbett. 
Mr.  De  Morgan  wrote  mathematical  papers,  in  which 
the  rationale  of  Fractions  was  exhibited,  and  the 
fallacy  of  such  notions  as  squaring  the  circle  was 
pointed  out.  Mr.  Craik  could  be  depended  upon  for 
enlightened  as  well  as  familiar  expositions  of  the 
value  of  standard  works,  xmder  the  head  of  "  The 
Library."  Mr.  Charles  Macfarlaue,  of  whom  I  shall 
have  subsequently  to  apeak,  wi-ote  most  amusing 
accounts  of  his  travelling  experiences.  Thero  were 
authors  not  regularly  engaged  as  conti-ibutors,  who 
fiimished  valuable  papers  of  marked  ability.  I  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  familiar  intercourse  with  Allan 
Cunningham,  even  before  the  time  when  he  wrote 
a  paper  in  the  "  Quarterly  Magaziue."  For  the 
"Penny  Magazine"  he  furnished  a  series  of  articles 
on  "The  Old  English  Ballads."  I  must  not  omit  to 
mention  the  interesting  relations  of  his  South  African 
experience,  contributed  by  Thomas  Pringle,  one  of  the 
most  amiahle  of  men,  with  whom  I  had  cultivated 
something  higher  than  mere  intimacy,  when  our 
friendly  relations  were  cut  short  by  his  death  in 
18S4.  His  biography  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  was  called 
forth  by  the  great  novehst's  lamented  death  on  the 
21st  of  September,  1832,     It   occupied  an  entire 
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number  of  the  "  Penny  Magazine,"  and  containa 
some  valuable  iaxifs  regarding  Mr.  Prii^le's  pei-sonal 
intimacy  with  Scott  in  1819. 

It  may  not  be  without  an  interest  of  no  transient 
nature  that  I  proceed  to  notice  the  beginnings  of  my 
intercourse  with  a  man  who  left  his  mark  upon  his 
time,  but  who,  when  I  first  knew  him,  was  not  only 
under  the  check  of  "  poverty's  unconquerable  bar,"  but 
was  suffering  under  a  gi-eat  physical  privation  which 
appeai'ed  likely  to  disqualify  him  for  any  prosperous 
career  in  life.  On  the  18th  of  July,  1833,  a  short 
stout  man,  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  presented 
himself  to  me  at  my  place  of  business  in  Ludgate 
Street,  to  which  premises,  nearer  the  great  hive  of 
"  the  Ti-ade  "  I  had  found  it  indispensable  to  remove. 
He  tendered  me  a  note  from  Mr.  Coates,  at  the  same 
time  uttering  some  strange  sounds,  which  could 
scarcely  be  called  articulate.  The  few  lines  of  intro- 
duction said  that  the  bearer,  Mr.  Kitto,  laboured 
under  the  misfortune  of  nearly  absolute  deafness, 
and  that  I  must  therefore  communicate  with  him  in 
writing.  Mr.  Coates  enclosed  me  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Woollcombe,  the  chairman  of  our  local  committee 
at  Plymouth.  That  letter  is  now  before  me,  dated 
the  10th  of  July.  This  gentleman— who  appears  to 
have  been  peculiarly  fitted,  by  his  compassion  for 
misfortune  and  his  sympathy  with  talent,  to  rescue 
a  paupa-  boy  from  the  misery  and  degradation  of  a 
parish  workhouse— pleaded  the  claims  of  the  un- 
known John  Kitlo  for  hterary  employment  in  a  way 
so  interesting  that  I  cannot  hesitate  to  transcribe  his 
words :  "  He  is  a  native  of  this  town,  and  became 
known  to  us  by  his  misfortunes,  as  a  lad  of  extras 
ordinary  capacity,  though  reduced  by  the  vices  of 
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his  Mher  to  the  condition  of  an  inhabitant  of  our 
workhouse,  and  by  an.  accident  to  an  almost  entire 
loss  of  the  sense  of  hearing.  He  has  subsequently 
been  employed  as  a  printer  at  Malta,  by  a  religious 
society.  But  he  is  now  just  returned  fi.'om  a  resi- 
dence of  some  years  at  Bagdad ;  having  embarked 
from  England  for  Petersbui^,  and  descended  from 
thence  through  Russia  to  Moscow  and  other  towns, 
entering  Persia  by  the  Desert ;  of  that  country  he 
has  acquired  considerable  information,  which  he  is 
ready  to  communicate  through  your  publications. 
He  returned  to  England  in  June  last.  *  *  » 
His  appearance  is  not  prepossessing ;  his  deafness  is 
somewhat  emban-assing ;  his  talents  are  considerable, 
memory  retentive,  obseiTation  quick,  and  undivided 
as  other-  men's  are.  His  life  is  a  series  of  extra- 
ordinary incidents,  such  as  one  is  unwilling  to  ac- 
knowledge as  being  natural.  I  laugh  and  tell  him 
the  world  is  to  be  now  indebted  to  two  Devonshii-e 
men  for  the  information  it  is  to  receive  of  distant 
countries.  The  one  a  blind  man  (Lieut.  Holman), 
who  is  to  publish  what  he  has  seen  in  his  progress 
round  the  world.  And  (John  Kitto)  a  deaf  man,  of 
what  he  has  heard  in  Pei-sia  ! " 

I  may  have  had  something  like  an  anticipation 
of  this  poor  man's  future  eminence,  judging  from  the 
unusual  care  with  which  I  appear  to  have  preserved 
some  memoranda  of  our  intercourse  I  find  a  paper 
dated  July  the  21st,  headed  "  Conversation  with  Mr. 
Kitto,"  of  which  the  following  is  the  substance  of 
half  a  dozen  pages  of  my  notes.  I  asked  him  what 
European  languages  he  knew.  He  said  Italian, 
French  perfectly,  not  German.  He  had  proposed  a 
new  project,  into  which  I  thought  the  Society  would 
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not  at  present  enter ;  but,  I  should  be  glad  to  en- 
deavour to  arrange  for  his  employment  iu  the  "  Penny 
Mf^azine  "  and  "  Penny  Cyclopsedia."  I  asked  if  lie 
couid  undertake  to  give  a  personal  narrative  of  his 
ti-avels  in  Persia.  That  would  show  what  he  could 
do,  and  he  might  be  afterwards  engaged  on  geogra- 
phical articles  for  the  "  Cyclopjedia,"  requiring  more 
precise  and  systematic  information.  I  then  aiTanged 
■with  him  to  famish  a  few  articles  of  the  nature  I 
had  mentioned,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  a  guinea 
and  a  half  a  page.  And  so  John  Kitto,  the  future 
Biblical  critic  and  commentator,  went  away  per- 
fectly happy,  to  produce  the  first  number  of  "  The 
Deaf  Traveller,"  which  appeared  in  "The  Penny 
Magazine"  of  the  10th  of  August.  A  month  of 
experiment  had  passed,  and  I  then  engaged  Kitto 
at  a  regular  salary,  to  work  in  ray  own  room  in  Fleet 
Street.  I  could  thus  assist  him  whenever  he  had 
any  question  to  propose,  and  to  me  he  was  no  inter- 
ruption, for  our  golden  silence  was  rarely  broken. 
He  writes  to  a  friend  on  the  18th  of  August,  after 
he  had  been  regularly  employed  for  a  week  ; — "  I 
have  little  doubt  that,  through  Mr.  Knight's  indul- 
gence, I  shall  be  able  to  keep  this  situation ;  the 
rather,  as  whatever  spai'e  time  'The  Penny  Maga^ 
zine'  does  not  require,  is  spent  in  peifecting  my 
knowledge  of  French  and  Italian,  and  in  acquiring 
the  German.  I  do  thank  God  for  this  relief  from  a 
state  of  great  anxiety,  in  which  I  had  begun  to 
entertain  tho  most  melancholy  view  of  the  things 
before  me,  and  saw  possible  consequences  that  I 
could  not  bear  steadily  to  contemplate."  Sitting,  as 
he  describes,  "  in  Mr.  Knight's  room,  with  plenty  of 
books  about  me,  and  more  below,"  authors,  printera. 
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country  agents,  and  other  men  of  business  come  and 
go  to  impart  something  to  my  private  ear.  They 
addressed  me  in  whispers,  when  they  saw  a  somewhat 
dwarfish  man  of  sallow  complexion,  blight  eyes,  and 
lofty  forehead,  sitting  close  to  my  table  at  a  separate 
desk,  writing  incessantly.  To  some  he  might  have 
looked  aa  a  veiy  suspicious  person,  who  ^as  placed 
there  to  note  down  their  conversation.  They  soon 
became  accustomed  to  this  companionship,  and  learnt 
that  he  would  be  the  most  faithful  depository  of  their 
spoken  secrets,  whether  they  were  to  roar  as  loud  as 
Bully  Bottom  when  he  desired  to  play  the  lion,  or 
spake  "  in  a  monstrous  little  voice,"  as  when  the 
same  actor  of  all-work  would  have  played  "  Thisby 
dear." 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  of  Dr.  Arnold, 
that  in  the  early  stages  of  "  The  Penny  Magazine  " 
he  felt  a  strong  desire  to  see  something  of  the  reli- 
gious spirit  imparted  to  the  works  of  the  Useful 
Knowledge  Society.  His  views  upon  the  subject 
were  so  just  and  reasonable,  that  it  is  to  me  a  matter 
of  the  deepest  regret  that  I  was  never  brought  into 
direct  communication  with  him  in  my  editorial 
capacity.  He  says :  "  It  does  seem  to  me  as  forced 
and  unnatural  in  us  now  to  dismiss  the  principles  of 
the  Gfospel  and  its  great  motives  from  our  conversa- 
tion,— as  is  done  habitually,  for  example,  in  Miss 
Edgeworth's  books, — as  it  is  to  fill  our  pages  with 
Hebraisms,  and  to  write  and  speak  in  the  words  and 
style  of  the  Bible.  The  sl^htest  touches  of  Chris- 
tian principle  and  Christian  hope  in  the  Society's 
biographical  and  historical  articles  would  be  a  sort 
of  living  salt  to  the  whole ;  and  would  exhibit  that 
union  which  I  never  will  consent  to  think  unattain- 
15 
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able,  between  goodness  and  wisdom  ■  between  every- 
thing that  is  manly,  sensible  and  free,  and  every- 
thing that  is  pure  and  self  denying  ind  humble,  and 
heavenly,"*  Di-.  Arnolds  strong  desiie  was  that  of 
being  able  to  co-operate  with  a  body  which  he  "  be- 
lieved might,  with  God  5  blessing  do  more  good  of 
all  kindsjj  political,  intellectual,  and  Bpiritual,  than 
any  other  society  in  existence."  ■{■  He  was  anxious, 
he  wrote,  "  to  furnish  them  regulai-ly  with  articles  of 
the  kind  that  I  desire."  For  myself  I  can  distinctly 
state  that  no  expression  of  such  a  desire  ever  reached 
me ;  nor  do  I  know  that  any  communication  to  such  an 
effect  was  ever  formally  put  before  the  sub-committee 
for  "  The  Penny  Magazine."  Dr.  Arnold's  nephew, 
Mr.  John  Ward,  a  sohcitor  in  Bedford  Kow,  to  whom 
he  writes  in  1832,  about  "your  Useful  Ejiowledge 
Society  Committee,"  was  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, and  he  contributed  some  very  useful  but  rather 
dry  "  Statistical  Notes  "  to  "  The  Penny  Magazine." 
These  certainly  were  not  calculated  to  cairy  out  Dr. 
Arnold's  views.  But  he  himself  has  home  the  most 
coixlial  testimony  to  one  cii-cumatance  in  the  conduct 
of  "  The  Penny  Magazine,"  which  shows  that  there 
was  no  settled  purpose  to  exclude  from  that  work 
"  the  slightest  touches  of  Christian  principle."  I 
have  said  with  reference  to  the  religious  articles  of 
the  "  Plain  Englishman,"  that  Dr.  Arnold  wrote  "  in 
terras  of  somewhat  extravagant  commendation  of  a 
short  article  on  Mirabeau  which  I  had  written."  J 
The  letter  was  to  Mr.  Tooke,  the  treasurer  of  the 


*  "Life  and  Correspondence," 

■y  Ibid.,  p.  27B. 

$  "PEissages,"  vol.  i.  p,  243, 
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Society,  and  for  the  sake  of  clearing  up  this  im- 
portant question  of  principle,  I  must  quote  the  pas- 
sage to  which  I  referred.  "  I  cannot  tell  yon  how 
much  I  was  delighted  by  the  conclusion  of  an  article 
on  Mirabeau,  in  '  The  Peony  ilagazine '  of  May  12. 
That  article  is  exactly  a  specimen  of  what  I  wished 
to  see,  but  done  fer  better  than  1  could  do  it.  I 
never  wanted  articles  on  religious  subjects  half  so 
much  as  articles  on  common  subjects  written  with  a 
decidedly  Christian  tona  Histoiy  and  Biogi-aphy 
ai'e  far  better  vehicles  of  good,  I  think,  than  any 
direct  comments  on  Saipture,  or  essays  on  Evi- 
dences." *  The  conclusion  of  the  article  to  which 
Dr.  Arnold  refers,  is  as  foUows : — "The  career  of 
Mirabeau  offere  a  few  consolatory  remaiks  to  those 
who  are  gifted  with  no  extraordinary  faculties,  either 
for  good  or  for  evil  Mirabeau  swayed  the  destinies 
of  miUions,  but  he  was  never  happy ;  Mirabeau  had 
almost  reached  the  pinnaole  of  human  power,  and 
yet  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  same  evil  passions  which 
degrade  and  ruin  the  lowest  of  mankind.  He  could 
never  be  really  great,  because  he  was  never  freed 
from  the  bondage  of  hia  own  evil  desires.  The  man 
who  steadily  pursues  a  consistent  course  of  duty, 
which  has  for  its  object  to  do  good  to  himself  and  to 
all  around  him,  will  be  followed  to  the  grave  by  a 
few  humble  and  sincere  mourners,  and  no  record  will 
remam  except  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  loved  him, 
to  tell  of  his  earthly  career.  But  that  man  may 
gladly  leave  to  such  as  Mirabeau  the  music,  the 
torches,  and  the  cannon,  by  which  a  nation 
pi-oelaimed  its  loss;  for  assuredly  he  has  felt  that 

•  "  Life  and  Correepoudence,"  vol.  i.  p.  298. 
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inward  consolation,  and  that  sustaining  hope  through- 
out his  lile,  -which  only  the  good  can  feel ;  he 
has  fully  enjoyed,  in.  all  its  purity,  the  holy 
influence  of  '  the  peace  of  God,  -which  passeth  all 
undei-standing.' " 

I  think  that  I  may  confidently  say,  that  without 
attempting  to  impart  to  the  "Penny  Magaziae"  a 
distinctly  religious  character,  I  did  not  intei-pret 
in  a  too  literal  signification  the  original  rule  of  the 
Society  with  refei-ence  to  religion— that  is,  to  abstain 
from  publishing  on  that  subject,  "  convinced  that  the 
numerous  institutions  aheady  existing  for  the  diffu- 
sion of  reli^ous  knowledge  in  every  shape  -will  best 
advance  that  momentous  end."  *  That  I  might  hare 
been  encouraged  to  do  more  in  the  incidental  manner 
advocated  by  Dr.  Arnold  I  cannot  doubt,  had  his 
approval  of  what  he  had  read  been  communicated 
to  me.  When  I  first  saw  the  opinion  of  this  good 
and  great  man  in  his  "Life,"  by  the  Eov.  Arthur 
Stanley,  published  after  his  decease,  I  felt  it  was 
an  injustice  to  myself  on  "the  part  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  Society  that  this  letter  had  been  withheld 
from  me. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  notice  of  the  early  history 
of  the  "  Penny  Magazine  "  without  adverting  to  one 
who  first  gave  me  the  benefit  of  his  assistance,  in  the 
office  generally  known  as  that  of  a  sub-editor,  soon 
after  I  became  connected  with  the  Useful  Knowledge 
Society,  Alexander  Eamsay  has  been  for  five-and- 
thirty  years  my  friend  and  fellow-labourer.  He  has 
worked  with  me  in  every  undertaking  in  which  I 

*  First  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Sociely,  1828, 
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have  been  engaged,  from  the  second  volume  of  the 
"  British  Almanac  and  Companion  "  for  1830,  to  the 
last  for  1861.  He  has  brought  to  this  long  course  of 
duty  not  only  the  ministerial  serviceR  which  belong 
to  a  reader  of  manuscripts  and  a  coiTector  of  the 
press,  but  taste,  and  knowledge,  and  readiness  of 
resource,  well  adapted  for  original  composition,  in  the 
accustomed  progress  and  occasional  exigencies  of 
periodical  works.  I  think  it  is  creditable  to  both  of 
us  that  in  a  long  struggle  by  societies  and  individuals 
for  the  establishment  of  cheap  and  wholesome  lite- 
rature, we  have  been  labouring  side  by  side — that 

"  In  this  glorious  and  wcll-fougliteii  field. 
We  kept  together  in  oui'  eliivalrj  ! " 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

I  HE  success  of  the  '  Penny  Magazine'  has 
induced  the  Committee  to  undertake 
the  pubhcation  of  a  '  Penny  Cyclopaedia,' 
in  Numbers  and  Monthly  Parts.  A  work 
of  such  magnitude  and  novelty  requires  all  the 
assistance  which  can  be  afforded  it  by  the  Members 
of  the  Society,  both  in  London  and  in  the  Country, 
in  order  to  give  it  publicity  and  circulation."  Siich 
was  the  announcement  of  their  greatest  imdertaking 
in  the  annual  addi-ess  of  the  Useful  Knowledge 
Society,  dated  June  30,  1832.  A  specimen  of  the 
projected  "  Penny  Cycloptedia "  had  been  printed  by 
Mr.  Clowes  on  the  previous  2nd  of  June.  This  fact 
was  certified  by  liim  arter  a  surreptitious  "  Penny 
Cyclopedia"  had  been  advertised  in  the  daily  papers 
of  the  16th of  August  "as  now  ready."  This  had 
been  met  on  the  17tb  by  an  advertisement  from  the 
Committee,  cautioning  the  public  against  an  attempt 
to  impose  upon  them.  Tlte  career  of  this  pretender 
was  terminated  before  the  issue  of  the  first  number 
of  the  real  "Penny  CycIopEedia,"  on  the  2nd  of 
January,  1833. 

In  charactei-izing  their  undertaking  as  "  a  work  of 
such  magnitude  and  novelty,"  the  Committee  appear 
to  have  looked  at  its  magnitude,  rather  with  reference 
to  the  universal  range  of  the  proposed  infonnation, 
than  to  the  contemplated  !imits  in  point  of  size.     I 
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have  stated  that  the  "  Penny  Cyelopsedia  "  was  pro- 
jected by  me  "to  form  a  moderate-sized  book  of 
eight  volumes."*  The  novelty  was  not  to  consist 
in  producing  a  Cyclopsedia  under  one  alphabetical 
arrangement,  but  in  its  issue  in  weekly  sheets,  each 
of  which  was  to  be  sold  at  a  penny.  But  there  was 
another  novelty  which  would  very  soon  be  discovered 
by  the  educated  portion  of  the  public,  upon  a  com- 
parison of  this  work  with  existing  Cyclopedias. 
It  was  not  an  affair  of  scissors  and  paste.  It  was  not 
a  hash  from  Gennan  and  French,  sources.  Its  writers 
had  not  "been  at  a  great  feast  of  languages  and 
stolen  the  scraps."  Eveiy  article  was  to  be  original; 
to  be  furnished  by  various  men,  each  the  best  that 
could  be  found  in  special  departments  of  knowledge. 
The  essential  difficulty  of  making  the  contributions 
at  once  brief  and  complete  was  discovered  when  the 
experiment  came  to  be  tiied  for  a  few  months.  It 
was  impossible,  moreover,  to  offer  an  adequate 
remuneration  to  a  competent  scholar  or  man  of 
science,  when  it  was  said  to  him — You  must  give  us 
the  very  cream  of  your  knowledge ;  you  must  pour 
out  the  fullest  information  in  the  most  condensed 
form  of  words ;  your  articles  must  nevertheless  be 
readable  and  perfectly  intelligible  to  the  popular 
mind ;  and  yet,  under  these  difficult  conditions,  you 
must  be  paid  at  a  certain  rate  per  page.  This 
"solatium,"  not  low  as  compared  with  reviews  and 
magazine  articles  in  reference  to  the  mere  number 
of  words,  was  very  low  if  the  merit  of  the  Oyclopffidia 
was  to  consist  in  extreme  compression,  whilst  the 
Review  and  the  Magazine  conductors  would  allow  of 

*  Companion  to  tlie  Almanac,  1353. 


Hosted  by  Google 


342  PASSAGES   OF   A   WORKING   LIFE: 

any  amouut  of  expansion  not  altogether  extravagant. 
The  plan  would  never  work.  It  would  pay  the 
gardener  to  grow  dwarf  pear  trees  and  peach  ti-ees, 
but  it  would  not  pay  the  writer  to  produce  dwaifed 
articles  that,  like  the  rarities  of  the  hot-house  and 
conservatory,  should  be  perfect  in  form,  if  not  in  size, 
bear  good  fruit,  and  not  die  very  prematurely.  A 
very  clever  and  accomplished  author,  Mr.  Samuel 
Phillips,  thus  described  the  issue  of  this  experiment ; 
"  When  the  Cyclopedia  was  started,  the  public  were 
invited  to  pay  their  penny  a  week,  and  to  seize  the 
opportunity  of  securing,  not  only  a  valuable,  but 
also  an  incomparably  cheap  publication.  'Useful 
knowledge '  was  to  be  '  diffused '  by  a  society 
appointed  for  the  express  purpose,  but  it  was  not  to 
be  ■  diffusive.'  It  was  to  be  poured  abjoad,  but  in 
such  a  form  as  should  instruct,  not  weary  or  perplex 
the  recipient.  If  we  remember  rightly,  eight  good 
compact  volumes  were  to  contain  the  substantial 
food  for  which  the  working  mind  was  pining.  Before 
one  volume,  however,  was  completed,  the  Committee 
thought  it  expedient  to  hint  that  it  must  'be 
observed  that  the  plan  of  the  Gyolopce(Ma  had  been 
rather  enlarged.'  After  a  year  the  plan  had  enlarged 
so  much  that  the  rate  of  issue  was  doubled.  It  was 
no  longer  a  penny  a  week,  but  twopence.  After 
three  years  it  was  quadrupled— fourpe  nee  a-week 
instead  of  twopence.  Had  the  original  plan  of  a 
penny  weekly  issue  been  persevered  in,  it  would  have 
taken  exactly  thirty-seven  years  to   complete   the 


The  extension  of  the  quantity  of  the  Oyclopajdia 
•  "Times,"  Out.  12,  1354. 
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was  no  doubt  unavoidable  tinder  the  superintendence 
of  the  Society,  but  it  destroyed  its  commercial  value. 
Had  it  been  a  careful  compilation,  instead  of  an 
original  work  furnished  by  nearly  two  hundred  con- 
tributors! it  would  have  been  to  me  a  fortune.  In 
that  case,  its  preparation  being  confined  to  a  few 
persons,  its  proposed  limits  could  have  been  steadily 
adhered  to.  I  have  recorded,— without  inferring 
that  any  blame  was  in  the  least  degree  to  be  attached 
to  those  who  were  responsible  for  its  conduct — what 
was  the  commercial  result  of  this  enterprise.  "  The 
Committee  had  the  honour  of  the  work,  in  ^  its 
extended  form,  but  without  incurring  any  of  the  risk, 
or  contributing  one  shilling  to  the  cost,  the  literary 
expenditure  alone  having  reached  nearly  40,000(. 
Upon  the  completion  of  the  Cyclopsedia,  the  balance 
upon  the  outlay  above  the  receipts  was  30,788i."  * 
The  regular  decrease  in  the  sale  was  very  marked. 
While  it  continued  to  be  published  upon  its  original 
plan  of  one  number  weekly,  the  sale  was  75,000. 
The  instant  there  was  an  ^sue  of  two  numbers  a 
week  it  fell  to  55,000,  and  at  the  end  of  its  second 
year  it  had  fallen  to  44,000  When  the  twopence 
a  week  became  fourpence,  the  rite  uf  diminution 
became  still  more  rapid. "  The  s-vle  of  the  first  year 
was  double  that  of  the  fourth  yeai  The  eUe  of  the 
fourth  year  doubled  that  of  the  eighth  >  eai  It  then 
found  its  level,  and  became  steady  to  the  end— the 
55,000  of  the  latter  months  of  1833  having  been 
reduced  to  20,000  at  the  close  of  1843.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society,  when  the  original  project  had 
been  departed  from,  and  they  saw  that  the  under- 

•  Compauioii  to  the  Almanac,  1858. 
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taking  had  become  to  me  a  burden  and  a  loss,  passed 
a  resolution  that  no  rent  be  paid  upon  the  first 
110,000  copies  of  eacli  number  of  the  "Penny 
Cycloptedia."  Rent  was  then  to  commence ;  and  to 
continue  till  the  work  had  reached  a  sale  of  200,000, 
■when  the  Society  would  no  longer  ask  for  a  remunera- 
tion for  its  superintendence.  No  doubt  I  was 
grateful  for  this  sanguine  anticipation  of  a  good  time 
coming,  but  it  is  scarcely  prudent  or  satisfactory  for 
a  commercial  man  to  postpone  his  profits  ad 
CaUndas  Graecas.  The  chronic  loss  for  eleven 
years,  which  was  induced  by  the  Cyclopedia,  and 
which  fell  wholly  upon  me,  absorbed  eveiy  other 
source  of  profit  in  my  extensive  business,  leaving  me 
little  beyond  a  bai-e  maintenance,  without  the  hope 
of  laying  by  for  the  future. 

There  was  a  very  serious  inten-uption  to  the  sale 
of  the  Cyclopsedia  after  it  had  existed  about  six 
months ;  which  may  be  worth  recording,  as  exhibiting 
the  evils  of  unrepealed  laws  passed  in  fonnei'  states 
of  society  and  under  different  circumstances.  I  find 
this  record  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  the 
12th  of  June,  1833  :  "  Mr.  Knight  laid  on  the  table 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Drake,  of  Birmingham,  dated  the 
10th  instant,  which  stated,  that  informations  had 
been  filed,  and  convictions  obtained,  under  the  27th 
clause  of  the  39th  George  III.,  chap.  79,  against 
booksellers  in  that  town,  for  selling  a  publication 
whereof  the  printer's  name  did  not  appear  on  the  first 
and  last  pages ;  and  that  in  consequence  many  book- 
aellei-g  were  fearful  of  selling  the  '  Penny  Magazine' 
and  '  Cyclopedia.' "  Copies  of  these  and  other  letters 
received  on  this  subject  were  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Spring  Bice,  with  whom  I  had  an  interview.     Tlie 
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result  was  that,  although  a  law  might  eventually  be 
passed  to  remedy  the  oppression  of  these  qui  ta/m 
informations,  the  statute  of  the  39th  George  III. 
could  not  at  once  be  repealed.  1  had  no  remedy 
but  to  call  in  the  whole  of  the  stock  in  the  hands 
of  many  wholesale  agents  scattered  through  the 
country,  who  had  to  go  through  the  same  process 
with  those  they  had  supplied.  The  law  was  sub- 
sequently altered  in  its  effect  by  the  Government 
deciding  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  disci-etion 
of  the  Attorney-General  to  prosecute  publishers 
in  all  cases  where  the  statute  was  not  strictly 
adhered  to. 

Mr,  Phillips  has  said  in  his  article  on  the  "  Penny 
Cyclopjedia  "— "  Mr.  Knight,  the  publisher  and  prime 
mover  of  the  undertaking,  proudly  congratulated 
himself  at  its  close  upon  having  achieved  a  great 
literary  triumph ;  he  had  also,  as  was  usual  in  his 
pEpans,  to  mingle  in  his  song  the  melancholy  note  of 
one  suffering  under  the  consciousness  of  gi-eat  com- 
mercial loss."  The  melancholy  note  which  was  out 
of  harmony  with  my  pjeans  was  almost  invariably 
connected  with  the  pressure  of  the  paper  duty  upon 
all  works  of  large  circulation  and  low  price.  With 
the  high  duty  of  threepence  in  the  pound,  it  re- 
quired a  steadfast  resolution  on  my  part  not  to  be 
beaten  by  excessive  taxation,  and  an  equal  hope  that 
the  duty  might  be  abolished  or  reduced,  to  prevent 
me  throwing  up  the  Cyclopedia  in  despair.  In 
1836  the  duty  was  reduced  to  three  halfpence  in  the 
pound.  This  was  a  relief ;  but  it  was  not  commen- 
surate with  the  constant  falling  sale  to  which  I  have 
advei-ted.  I  gladly  suspend  "  the  melancholy  note  " 
and  turn  to  a  much  more  interesting  subject— the 
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reminiscence  of  some  of  the  most  valued  contri- 
butors to  the  Gyclopgedia,  whoso  services  conferred 
upon  it  a  reputation  which  has  sui-yived  during  all 
the  vaa'ied  changes  of  literature  and  science  that  we 
have  seen,  and  which  is  capable  of  a  constant  renewal 
of  its  pristine  vigour,  such  as  has  been  accomplished 
in  "  The  English  Cyclopaedia." 

The  author  of  "  The  Rehearsal "  has  made  merry 
with  the  notion  of  "  two  kings  of  Brentford  sitting 
on  one  throne,  smelling  to  one  nosegay."  If  Mr. 
Long  and  myself  had  persevered  for  more  than  a  few 
months  in  the  attempt  to  divide  the  editorial  duties 
connected  with  the  "  Penny  Cyclopsedia "  we  might 
possibly  have  been  presented  to  the  world  in  this 
ludicrous  attitude.  As  it  was,  I  very  soon  most 
gladly  resigned  the  reins  into  the  hands  of  one  who 
managed  his  team  with  consummate  skill  during 
many  years.  For  such  a  work  as  the  Cyclopaedia  a 
thoroughly  competent  Editor  was  indispensable.  He 
must  combine  the  moral  qualities  of  unweaiied 
industry  and  undeviating  punctuality,  with  the 
firmness  which  is  best  supported  by  courtesy  and 
kindness.  I  have  heard  that  a  man  of  letters 
who  was  rather  raw,  laid  down  as  a  maxira  for  his 
editorial  guidance  that  he  must  be  polite  to  his 
contributors,  but  by  no  means  iamiliar.  Mr.  Long's 
contributors  gathered  round  him  as  friends.  On  his 
intellectual  qualities  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
dilate.  Lord  Brougham,  in  his  Address  to  the  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Promotion  of  Social  Science  in  1857, 
refeiTed  to  the  operations  of  the  Committees  of  the 
Useful  Knowledge  Society  as  an  example  of  "the 
beneficial  effects  of  united  action."  In  the  "  Com- 
panion to  the  Almanac"  for  1858,  I  noticed,  as  I 
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felt  it  my  duty  to  do,  the  somewhat  bAagge.ii^tiu 
estimate  which  the  Chairman  of  the  Society  had 
formed  of  the  results  of  this  united  action,  without 
making  the  slightest  reference  to  indmidual  actions. 
Speaking  more  especially  of  Mr.  Long's  labours  aa 
Editor  of  the  Oyclopffidia,  and  incidentally  alluding 
to  my  own  in  connection  with  the  "  Penny  Maga- 
zine" and  other  works,  I  said— "That  the  Society 
presented  many  advantages  as  a  base  of  operations 
is  miquestionable.  It  had  the  prestige  of  gi-eat 
names  connected  with  it.  Its  members  were  of  high 
intelligence  and  vai-ious  learning;  they  were  in- 
dustrious ;  and,  what  was  of  equal  importance,  they 
confided  in  their  editora  Had  this  confidence  not 
existed,  the  periodical  works  could  not  have  gone 
on  a  single  month.  They  would  have  broken  down 
under  a  divided  responsibihty,  and  have  been  suffo- 
cated m  the  red-tapeism  of  what  Loi-d  Brougham 
described  as  'a  vigUant  superintendence  over  the 
style,  so  that  en-ors  in  composition  and  offences 
^ahist  con-ect,  and  even  severe,  taste  were  sure  to 
be  corrected,'— always  provided  that  the  editoi-s  had 
any  reliance  upon  the  correct,  and  even  severe,  taste 
of  the  correctors.  That  '  the  great  number  of  our 
members'  produced  even  these  minor  results  is  a 
figure  of  speech.  There  were  a  few  workmg  mem- 
bers, as  there  are  in  every  association,  who  were 
valuable  referees ;  but  that  the  Society,  as  a  body, 
was  the  moving  power  which  enabled  it  to  pubhah 
for  twenty  years  'with  unbroken  re^larity,'  we 
humbly  beg  to  say  is  a  continuance  of  a  delusion 
which  was  not  entertained  by  those  members  who 
were  content  to  aid  in  domg  what  they  thought  a 
woi-k  of  public  utility,  without  attempting  to  shut 
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their  eyes  to  what  had  been  accomplished,  during 
many  years,  by  editorial  responsibility." 

In  the  sixth  chapter,  I  have  incidentally  men- 
tioned several  of  the  earlier  members  of  the  Usef»l 
Knowledge  Committee  as  contributors  to  the  Cyclo- 
pEedia.  Upon  looking  over  the  general  list  of  the 
contributors  to  this  work  during  the  many  years 
of  its  publication,  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  moat 
fortunate  that  a  rule,  which  was  attempted  to  be 
established  in  the  first  stageR  of  the  Society,  soon 
came  to  bo  held  as  perfectly  impracticable.  This 
rule,  to  which  Lord  Brougham  gave  the  name  of 
the  Self-denying  Ordinance,  was  in  effect  that  no 
member  of  the  Committee  should  be  paid  for  his 
writings.  It  was  perhaps  desirable  that  such  a  rule 
should  have  existed  at  the  origin  of  the  Society, 
when  it  was  considered  that  public  subscriptions 
would  be  necessary  for  its  maintenance.  But  when 
it  was  found  that  during  five  yeai-s  this  source  of 
revenue  had  only  yielded  to  the  Society  a  clear 
annual  sum  of  125?.,  and  that  its  publications  might 
bfe  carried  on  upon  the  commercial  principle  alone, 
and  aifoi-d  a  profit  partly  to  the  Society  and  partly 
to  its  publisher's,  it  would  have  been  the  extreme 
of  false  delicacy  to  deny  to  the  Editor  of  the  Cyclo- 
pedia, especially,  the  services  of  some  of  the  best 
contributors  he  could  anywhere  find.  The  time  was 
past  when  the  highest  in  rank,  as  well  as  the  most 
eminent  in  literature  or  science,  would  think  it  a 
degradation  to  be  paid  for  their  writings.  And 
thus,  whether  membei-s  of  our  Committee  or  other- 
wise, every  writer  in  the  Cyclopeedia  was  paid  at 
a  fixed  rate,  whose  aggregate  at  the  end  of  the  work 
had  amounted  to  the  large  sum  I  have  previously 
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stated.  Standing,  tberefore,  upon  the  same  principle 
as  regulated  the  pecuniary  arrangements  with  other 
contributors — the  only  principle  upon  which  the  re- 
lations of  author  and  publisher  can  be  harmoniously 
maintained — I  shall  not  attempt  to  separate  the  two 
classes  in  refening  with  necessary  brevity  to  the 
chief  supporters  of  this  undertaking  in  the  character 
of  writers. 

First  in  importauce  of  the  groat  departments  of 
the  "  Cyclopaedia,"  may  be  reckoned  that  of  mathe- 
matical and  physical  scienca  Upon  Professor 
De  Morgan  rested  its  heaviest  laboui-s.  It  was  es- 
sential that  one  mind  should  have  the  almost 
undivided  charge  of  Mathematics,  considering  that, 
the  order  of  the  articles  being  alphabetical,  the 
relation  of  one  portion  of  a  subject  to  the  other 
had  constantly  to  be  regarded  so  as  to  render  the 
whole  series  of  articles  complete  and  harmonious. 
Thus  this  collection  of  mathematical  papers,  when 
duly  arranged  by  their  author  according  to  his  own 
views,  have  been  constantly  referred  to  in  his  classes 
at  University  College.  Astronomy  necessaiily  formed 
a  portion  of  this  division,  and  to  Professor  De 
Morgan  ai-e  due  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of 
the  general  articles  on  this  subject.  There  were 
special  papers  on  this  branch  of  science  by  other 
conti-ibutoi-s.  In  speaking  of  the  series  on  astro- 
nomical instruments,  by  the  Eev.  Eichai-d  Sheep- 
shanks (who  became  a  member  of  the  committee 
soon  after  the  first  pubbcation  of  the  Cyclopedia), 
I  cannot  forbear  to  express  the  admiration  I  always 
felt  for  this  distinguished  man.  There  was  a  breadth 
in  his  understanding  which  canied  him  beyond  the 
range  of  the  minute  and  laborious  scientific  opera- 
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tions  to  which  he  devoted  the  gi'eator  part  of  his 
time.  He  was  a  liberal  thinker  in  political  matters, 
although  never  publicly  meddling  with  the  great 
questions  whose  triumphs  he  rejoiced  to  behold. 
His  conversation  on  mattei-s  of  history  and  literatui'e 
always  presented  the  evidence  of  sound  thought 
and  rich  learning.  He  was  ready  to  assist  in 
any  well-considered  project  of  utility  with  a  self- 
devotion  quite  imtainted  by  any  desu-e  of  profit 
or  distinction.  The  same  generous  spirit  seems  to 
have  been  a  family  inheritance,  for  it  was  his  brother 
John,  who,  in  1856,  presented  to  the  nation  his 
noble  collection  of  pictures  by  British  artists. 

Lord  Brougham  used  to  point  with  a  just  pride  to 
the  one  contribution  of  the  Astronomer-Royal  to  the 
"  Penny  Cyclopedia,"  as  a  notable  example  of  the 
value  of  popular  literature  in  the  eyes  of  one  of  the 
most  eminent  scientific  men  of  his  day.  Mr.  Ally's 
paper  on  Gravitation  is  indeed  a  masterpiece  of  lucid 
exposition  without  the  employment  of  mathematical 
formuUe. 

I  turn  to  the  applications  of  science  to  tho  ai-ts. 
First  in  importance  in  the  past  and  in  the  present 
state  of  civilisation  is  Agriculture.  I  have  a  note 
before  me,  dated  Februaiy  25th,  1833,  from  the  Rev. 
Wilham  Lewis  Eham,  whom  I  had  slightly  known 
during  my  Windsor  experience  as  the  Vicar  of  Wink- 
field,  in  Berkshire.  He  therein  proposes,  upon  the 
suggestion  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Jardine,  to  write  for  the 
"  Penny  Cycloptedia,"  "  as  affording  a  considerable 
variety  of  subjects,  and  especially  those  connected 
■with  agriculture,  to  which  I  have  paid  some  atten- 
tion, and  in  which  I  have  some  practical  experience." 
This  pi-oposition  was  gladly  closed  with ;  for  it  was 
not  easy  then  to  find  one  of  "  practical  experience" 
in  agriculture  who  had  the  power  of  expressing  his 
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ideas  in  a  style  which  should  unite  brevity  with  clear- 
nesa,  and  byite  popular  qualities  turn  aside  tliecountry 
gentleman  and  the  cultivator  from  their  ordinary 
contempt  of  "  book-farming."  Mr.  E,hain  immediately 
commenced  that  series  of  papers  in  the  "  Penny 
Cyclopjedia,"  which  were  subsequently  collected  in  a 
volume  entitled  "  The  "Dictionaiy  of  the  Farm."  He 
wi-ote  the  first  of  these  articles  at  the  beginning  of 
1833,  He  wrote  the  last  of  the  series,  "  Yorkshire 
Husbandry,"  in  1843,  only  a  few  weeks  before  his 
death. 
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h  0  attempt  the  most  general  view  of  the 
condition  of  manufactures  and  machinery 
during  the  progress  of  the  "  Penny  Cyclo- 
ptedia," — especially  bearing  in  mind  the 
it  changes  that  would  grow  out  of  the  removal  of 
the  fiscal  burthens  upon  industry,  and  the  gradual 
development  of  Free  Trade — ^would  be  far  beyond  the 
scope  of  these  incidental  glances  at  a  brighter  future. 
I  have  touched  very  lightly  upon  the  subject  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  chapters  of  this  volume.  Of  the 
contributors  to  this  department  of  the  "  Oyclopsedia," 
I  may  mention  an  old  friend  who  has  worked  with 
me  during  many  years  upon  matters  of  a  cognate 
character,  Mr.  George  Dodd.  His  careful  observa- 
tion and  his  punctual  industry  made  him  then,  as  he 
still  continues  to  be,  one  of  the  moat  useful  con- 
tributors to  serial  works.  Furnishing  not  so  much 
in  quantity,  but  what  he  did  always  being  of  signal 
value,  was  Mr,  Edwai'd  Cowper.  As  an  inventor, 
Mr.  Cowper  was  to  me  peculiarly  interesting,  as 
being  connected  with  those  simplifications  of  the 
printing  machine  which  broi^ht  it  into  common 
use.  He  felt  that  it  was  hia  great  pride  to  have 
rendered  what  was  originally  a  complicated  instru- 
ment, one  capaljle  of  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of 
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rapid  and  cheap  book-printing,  «iid  of  producing  Bnch 
illnstotod  works  as  tlia  "  Penny  Magarine  "  and  the 
"  Penny  CyclopEedia."  In  an  examination  before  a 
Committee  of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  he  said :  "  The 
ease  with  which  the  principles  and  illustratrons  of 
Art  might  be  diffused,  I  think  is  so  obvious  that  it 
is  hardly  neceasai-y  to  say  a  word  about  it.  Here 
you  may  see  it  eiemphiied  in  the  'Penny  Maga- 
zine.' Such  works  as  this  could  not  ha™  einted 
without  the  printing-machine."  Amongst  the  lead- 
ing questions  or  obseryations  hy  the  Committee 
was  this;  "In  fact  the  mechanic  and  the  peasant 
in  the  most  remote  districts  of  the  country,  have 
now  an  opportunity  of  seeing  tolerably  correct  oul- 
hnes  of  form  which  they  never  could  behold  be- 
fore ? "  His  answer  was,  "  Exactly  ;  and  literally  at 
the  price  they  used  to  give  for  a  song."  When  asked 
s  there  not,  therefore,  a  greater  chance  of  oalhng 
"     - "    '  wered,  "  Yes ;    not 

an  artist  here  and 


genius   into   activity?"    he   answer 


merely  by  tocsc  uv^i>^  ...^ o  —  — 

there  but  hy  the  general  elevation  of  the  taste  o. 
the  public"  Beyond  what  Mr.  Cowper  so  justly 
stated  with  regard  to  our  own  country,  I  may  add, 
that  at  this  peiiod,  1836,  the  "Penny  Magazine 
was  producing  a  revolution  in  popular  Ai-t  through- 
out the  world.  Stereotype  casts  of  its  best  cuta  wore 
supphed  by  me  for  the  illustration  of  publications  of 
a  similar  character,  which  appeared  m  eleven  different 
languages  and  countries.  Many  interesting  considera- 
tions are  involved  in  the  mere  recital  of  the  names 
of  these  countries:  Gemaay— France— Holland- 
Livonia  (in  Kussian  and  German)— Bohemia  (Scla- 
vonic)—Italy— Ionian  Islands  (modem  Greek)- 
Sweden— Norway— Spanish   America-the   Brasils. 
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The  entire  work  was  also  reprinted  in  the  United 
States  from  plates  sent  from  this  country.  I  was 
not  only  bound  to  be  gi'ateful  to  Mr,  Cowper  for  hia 
evidence,  but  I  had  long  entertained  the  highest 
respect  for  the  wide  range  of  his  information,  and 
the  simplicity  of  his  chaa-acter.  In  his  latter  yeai-s 
he  became  Professor  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturing 
Arts  at  King's  College.  His  mode  of  teaching  was 
singularly  lucid,  never  trusting  to  mere  desa-iptions 
of  machineiy,  so  difficult  to  understand,  but  illus- 
trating what  he  had  to  say  by  models  constructed 
with  a  most  minute  ingenuity.  He  did  not  consider 
it  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  Professor  to  superintend 
daily,  and  actually  to  work  without  assistance,  a 
machine  of  his  invention,  at  the  blacking  manu- 
factoiy  of  Messrs.  Day  and  Martin,  for  secretly  print- 
ing the  labels  of  their  bottles  in  a  manner  which 
would  preclude  imitation.  It  was  long  before  the 
Arts  that  had  been  effectually  used  for  preventing 
the  forgery  of  blacking  labels,  were  allowed  to  inter- 
fere with  the  flourishing  manufacture  of  forged  bank 
notes. 

Dk  Andrew  Ure  was  a  contributor  to  this  depart- 
ment of  the  "Cyclopedia."  In  1835,  I  published 
his  very  interesting  volume  on  "  The  Philosophy  of 
Manufactures ; "  and  in  1836,  his  lai-ger  work  on 
"  The  Ootton  Manufacture  of  Great  Britain  compared 
with  other  Countries."  He  was  then  analytical  che- 
mist to  the  Board  of  Customs.  There  wei-e  many 
special  articles  on  Manufactures  and  Machinery,  by 
men  conversant  with  particular  branches.  Amongst 
various  names,  there  is  one  which  stands  out  promi- 
nent, although  processes  and  mechanical  principles 
were  not  exactly  in  his  line.     Edwin  Norris  has  won 
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hia  distinguished  position  and  his  high  reputation  hy 
his  labours  as  a  philological  and  ethnological  writer. 
In  the  "Companion  to  the  Almanac  "for  18S0,  he  fur- 
nished a  sti'iking  example  of  the  range  and  accuracy  of 
his  peculiar  knowledge,  in  a  most  complete  explanation 
of  "  The  Eras  of  Ancient  and  Modem  Times,  and  of 
various  Countries."  He  still  renders  me  the  kind- 
ness of  supplying  to  the  "  British  Almanac"  the  brief 
notices  under  each  month  of  the  Hebrew  Calendar 
and  tho  Mohammedan  Calendar.  I  knew  him  with 
Bome  degree  of  intimacy,  upon  which  I  look  back 
with  pleasure,  in  the  years  before  his  great  know- 
ledge of  languages  gave  him  the  high  appointment 
of  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  and  the 
onerous  responsibility  of  translator  to  the  Foreign 
Office.  In  our  earliest  intercourse,  he  not  only  won 
my  regard  by  his  intellectual  and  moral  qualities,  but 
to  me  he  was  especially  interesting  aa  the  son  of  a 
newspaper  proprietor  at  Taunton.  He  had  acquired 
the  practical  knowledge  of  a  printer ;  but^  passionately 
fond  of  travelling,  and  devoted  to  studies  whose  use- 
fiilness  was  not  exactly  to  be  manifested  in  provincial 
journalism,  he  went  to  the  continent  as  a  ppvate 
tutor,  and  remained  abroad  several  yeai-s.  In  his 
pedestrian  tours  from  city  to  city  his  remittances 
from  home  sometimes  failed  to  reach  him.  He  had 
resources  in  himself  which  wei'e  ever  ready  to  secure 
his  independence  as  a  citizen  of  the  world.  Arriving 
at  a  certain  town,  he  found  himself  almost  penmless. 
Applying  to  the  principal  printer,  he  solicits  employ- 
ment as  a  compositor.  He  states  his  knowledge  of 
foreign  languages.  Work  is  slack,  and  the  young 
hngmst  is  about  to  look  further.  "Stop!"  says  the 
typographical   successoi-   of  the   Stephenses    (for    I 
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believe  the  town  was  Geneva).  "  Stop  !  I  have  been 
printing  a  Hebrew  Bible,  of  which  a  little  is  done ; 
but  I  can  find  nobody  here  to  finish  it.  Can  you 
undertake  the  job  and  go  through  with  it?"  The 
job  was  undertaken,  and  it  was  completed.  I  need 
give  no  better  illustration  of  that  force  of  character 
which,  in  the  instance  of  Mr.  Norris,  was  one  of 
many  manifestations  of  that  power  which  we  ai'e 
aocustomed  to  call  Geniua, 

In  the  depa:^tment  of  the  Fine  Arts,  Mr.  Eastlake 
(now  Sir  Charles)  contributed  a  few  valuable  papers 
—such  as  Basso  Itilievo.  Sir  Edmund  Head  also 
wi-ote  on  painting,  as  did  my  old  friend  J.  P.  Davis. 
Mr.  R.  N.  Wornum  (now  Keeper  of  the  National 
Gallery)  gave  to  the  Cyclopsedia  the  advantage  of 
Lis  almost  unequalled  knowledge  of  the  general 
histoiy  and  character  of  Schools  of  Art,  and  of  the 
lives  of  the  great  painters.  And  here  I  may  take 
occasion  to  mention — not  only  with  reference  to  the 
biographies  of  artists,  but  of  those  of  the  eminent  in 
Science,  in  Literature,  in  Statesmanship,  in  Theo- 
logy, in  Law— that  the  plan  of  the  "  Penny  Oyclo- 
paidia"  being  such  as  to  forbid  the  introduction  of 
any  bving  person,  was  necessarily  limited  and  im- 
perfect. Under  the  superintendence  of  the  Useful 
Knowledge  Society,  it  would  have  been  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  have  widened  the  biographical 
circle,  so  as  to  include  many  of  those  who  were  daily 
coming  into  contact  with  members  of  its  committee 
in  the  fiiendships  or  the  rivalries  of  Politics  or 
letters.  When  the  superintendence  of  the  Society 
had  ceased,  the  "English  Cycloptedia"  was  free  to 
take  a  wider  ranga  It  was  with  considerable  re- 
luctance that,  as  the  conductor  of  the  enlarged  work, 
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I  decided  upon  the  introduction  of  the  names  of 
living  persons,  British  and  Foreign.  There  are, 
doubtless,  grave  objections  to  such  a  course  ;  but  the 
advantages,  looking  at  them  strictly  in  the  literary 
point  of  view,  are  very  manifest.  A  CycIopEedia  that 
deals  only  with  those  of  whom  it  may  speat  with 
the  absolute  freedom  of  the  "  honest  chronicler " 
who  is  to  keep  the  honour  of  the  dead  from  coiTup- 
tion,  must  be,  if  not  half  a  centuiy,  at  least  three  or 
four  decades  behind  the  wants  of  the  existing  gene- 
ration. This  is  an  era  in  no  respects  more  remark- 
able than  for  the  long  lives  of  many  eminent  men. 
Lord  Lyndhurst,  for  example,  died  in  1863,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one.  Because  Ids  place  was  not  in  the 
necrology  of  the  century  till  that  year,  is  the  histo- 
rical student  to  learn  nothing  from  a  biographical 
dictionary  of  the  John  Singleton  Copley,  who  was 
counsel  for  Watson  and  Thistlewood  in  1817? 
William  Mulready  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight.  The  young  Irishman  was  a  student 
of  the  Koyal  Academy  in  1801.  He  was  a  Royal 
Academician  in  1816.  Was  the  most  successful  rival 
of  Wilkie  not  to  be  noticed  in  a  popular  biography 
whilst  his  works  were  still  the  theme  of  admiration, 
and  the  old  man  could  still  look  critically,  but  gene- 
rously, upon  the  productions  of  celebrated  artists 
who  were  unborn,  or  were  mere  boys,  when  he  was 
in  the  zenith  of  his  fame  ?  Difficulties  in  such  an 
undertaking  there  unquestionably  were ;  but  these 
were  to  be  overcome  by  obtaining,  wherever  possible, 
from  living  pei-sons  themselves  authentic  materials  ; 
and  above  all,  by  avoiding  rash  inferences  and  hypo- 
thetical explanations. 

Photography,    in    spite    of  the   protests    of  land- 
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scape  paintei-s  and  portrait  painters,  hss  taken  rank 
amongst  the  Fine  Arts.  Its  imperfect  beginnings 
only  could  have  been  noticed  in  the  "  Penny  Cyclo- 
psedia."  When  Arago,  in  1839,  communicated  to  the 
French  Academy  of  Sciences  that  Daguerre  had  dis- 
covered a  process  by  which  objects  could  be  faithfully 
represented  by  other  agencies  than  the  hand  of  man, 
the  world  was  at  first  incredulous,  as  if  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  revive  the  middle-age  miracles. 
Englishmen  came  home  from  Paris  with  dim  repre- 
sentations of  buildings,  and  hideous  copies  of  their 
own  features,  sun-painted  on  metal.  Such  wore  the 
first  Daguerreotypes,  Mr.  Fox  Talbot,  who  had  been 
working  out  this  discovery  at  the  same  period  as 
Daguerre,  soon  produced  his  Talbotypes  on  paper, 
and,  in  1841,  described  his  process  to  the  Society  of 
Ai-ts.  But,  as  yet,  photographic  portraits  and  land- 
scapes were  regarded  as  mere  curiosities.  In  twenty 
years  photography  was  to  bestow  an  amount  of  pleasure 
upon  every  class  of  society  which  had  never  been 
attained  in  any  age  by  the  imitative  arts.  It  may 
not  be  too  much  to  regard  it  as  one  of  the  special 
blessings  of  a  beneficent  Providence,  that,  at  a  period 
whon  steam  navigation  has  dispersed  the  European 
races  over  the  most  distant  regions  of  the  habitable 
globe,  there  should  have  sprung  up  an  invention 
which  brings  into  the  dwelling  of  the  colonizer, 
whether  a  mansion  or  a  cabin,  the  very  scenes  of 
the  hoTne  he  has  left,  and  the  images  of  the  loved 
ones  from  whom  he  is  sepaj'ated. 

This  leads  me  briefly  to  advert  to  the  Geogi-aphical 
department  of  the  "  Penny  CyclopEedia."  This  sec- 
tion also  stopped  short  in  1S43,  in  tracing  that 
march  of  English  adventure  which  had  made  new 
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nations  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  tut  which  had  not 
yet  accomplished  the  wonderful  development  of  the 
AuBtralian  colonies  during  the  reign  of  Victoria. 
There  was  a  great  deal  to  he  done  by  the  encyclopae- 
dist of  the  next  twenty  yeara  But  what  was  done 
by  us,  especially  in  the  department  of  Physical 
Geography,  was  of  a  character  very  different  from 
the  matter  that  had  previously  occupied  the  most 
elaborate  geographical  works.  The  chief  contributor 
was  Mr.  William  "Wittich,  who  became  Teacher  of 
German  at  University  College.  I  have  heard  Mr. 
Long  declare,  that  he  considered  Mr.  Wittich  as  the 
father  of  descriptive  gec^apby  in  this  country.  Of 
many  other  contrihutoi-s  to  the  geogi-aphical  depai-t- 
ment,  I  must  he  content  to  mention  the  names  of  Sir 
Fi'ancis  Beaufort,  Sir  J.  F.  Davis,  Colonel  Jackson,  Mr. 
Smith,  Secretary  of  King's  College,  and  Mr.  Means. 
Kai-I  Ritter,  the  celebrated  professor  at  Berlin,  va-oie 
the  important  article  "Asia."  Of  Andr^  Vieusseux 
and  of  William  Weir,  whose  contributions  were  exten- 
sive, I  shall  have  subsequently  to  speak. 

In  the  Natural  History  division  of  the  Cyclopsedia, 
I  must  especially  mention  Mr.  William  John  Broderip, 
who  contributed  nearly  all  the  Zoological  articles 
of  the  entire  work.  No  more  remarkable  example 
could  have  been  presented  of  a  man  zealously  dis- 
charging responsible  official  duties,  and  finding  his 
best  recreation  in  scientific  pursuits,  than  Mr.  Bro- 
derip, He  was  for  thirty-four  years  one  of  the  most 
industrious  and  upright  Police  Magistrates  of  the 
Metropohs.  In  writing  a  brief  memoir  of  this 
learned  and  at  the  same  time  entertaining  naturalist, 
I  have  said  :  "  His  articles  in  the  '  Cyclopiedia '  are 
models  of  scientific  exactness  and  popular  atti-ac- 
16 
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tion  ;  and  whilst  they  have  instructed  and  delighted 
thousanda  of  readers,  have  won  the  suffrages  of  the 
most  fastidious,  even  amongst  those  who  are  slow  to 
believe  that  the  solid  and  the  amusing  have  no  neces- 
sary antagonism."  In  the  section  of  Geology,  Mi-.  John 
Phillips,  Professor  of  that  science  in  King's  College, 
was  a  moat  valuable  contributor.  In  that  of  Botany, 
Dr.  Lindley  wrote  all  the  articles  up  to  the  letter  R. 
Dr.  Edwin  Lankester,  who  had  studied  under  Dr. 
Lindley  at  University  College,  gave  also  his  valuable 
assistance  to  the  original  work,  and  subsequently 
edited  the  Natural  History  Division  of  its  successor. 
In  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  the  "Penny  Cyclopaedia" 
was  a  most  complete  repository  of  information,  histo- 
rical and  practical  The  constitution  of  the  Useful 
Knowledge  Society,  of  which  many  eminent  lawyers 
were  members,  gave  an  authority  to  its  legal  articles 
even  before  the  names  of  its  contributors  were  given 
to  the  world.  As  there  were  also  eminent  physicians 
and  surgeons,  the  same  prestige  attached  to  its  aiticles 
on  Medical  Science.  A  mere  catalogue  of  the  names 
of  these  professional  men  would  scarcely  he  interest- 
ing, unless  I  were  to  trace  the  career  of  some  who 
were  only  slightly  known  at  the  period  of  their  early 
contributions,  but  who  have  subsequently  risen  into 
high  reputation.  Such,  amongst  the  medical  contri- 
butors, was  the  late  Dr.  Baley,  whose  useful  hfe  was 
so  grievously  cut  short  by  a  railway  accident ;  such 
was  Mr.  J.  Paget,  the  distinguished  surgeon ;  such, 
Mr.  John  Simon,  who,  as  the  medical  officer  of  the 
General  Board  of  Health,  has  accomplished  so  much 
for  sanitaiy  reform.  Dr.  Robert  Dickson,  whose 
benevolence  is  as  conspicuous  as  his  knowledge, 
contributed  all  the  articles  on  Materia  Medica.     Nor 
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m'lst  I  omit  Br.  Southwood  Smith,  who  supplied 
many  of  the  articles  on  Anatomy,  Medicine,  and 
Physiology.  I  was  his  publisher  also  of  that  inte- 
resting popular  work,  "The  Philosophy  of  Health." 
Now  that  his  most  usefid  hfe  has  closed,  I  may 
mention  a  circumstance  which  I  should  have  hesi- 
tated previously  to  piiat.  Dr.  Smith's  book,  "  The 
Use  of  the  Dead  to  the  Living,"  chiefly  led  to  the 
passing  of  the  Anatomy  Act,  by  which  an  end  was 
put  to  the  necessity  of  the  hateful  tribe  of  Resur- 
rection Men,  and  to  such  atrocities  as  those  which 
had  been  committed  in  Edinburgh  and  London, 
where  adults  and  children  had  been  systematically 
murdered  by  the  vampires  of  modem  times,  who 
sold  their  bodies  to  the  anatomical  schools.  Dr. 
Southwood  Smith  had  been  the  intimate  friend  of 
Jeremy  Bentham.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  venerable 
philosopher  that  his  body  should  be  dissected,  and 
for  that  purpose  he  left  it  to  the  enhghtened  phy- 
sician who  had  been  hia  attendant  at  the  time  of  hie 
death.  Having  called  upon  Di-.  Smith  at  his  house  in 
the  city,  as  I  was  going  away  he  said,  in  his  quiet 
manner,  "  Would  you  like  to  see  Bentham?"  Icould 
not  quite  comprehend  him ;  but  leading  the  way 
into  his  hall,  he  unlocked,  with  a  small  key  that 
hung  to  his  watch-chain,  a  mahogany  case,  some- 
thing like  the  sedan  chair  of  a  past  generation. 
Behind  an  inner  covering  of  plate-glass  sat  the 
figure  of  the  old  jurist  in  the  identical  clothes 
which  he  had  worn  Uving;  a  waxen  face,  round 
which  was  clustering  the  white  hair,  was  covered 
with  his  well-known  broad-brimmed  hat,  and  he 
leant  on  the  trusty  stick  with  which  he  had  so 
often  paced  the  Green  Park.     I  long  stood  absorbed 
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in  many  thoughts  of  the  great  man's  career.  Dr. 
Smith  withdrew  the  glass,  opened  the  few  buttons  of 
the  waistcoat,  and  then  showed  the  skeleton,  which 
preached  the  same  lesson  to  the  pride  of  human 
wisdom  as  the  skull  of  "  poor  Yoiick  "  did  to  the 
gibes  that  were  wont  "  to  set  the  table  in  a  roar." 

Collected  for  the  purpose  of  separate  publication 
in  the  remodelled  "English  CyclopEedia,"  it  was 
found  that  the  biographical  articles  of  the  original 
work  constituted  its  largest  division.  It  may,  there- 
Tore,  be  concluded  that  in  this  place  I  can  only 
notice  the  leading  features  of  that  division,  and  a  few 
only  of  its  contributors.  Those  who  wrote  the  ai-ti- 
elea  on  history  and  hterature,  ancient  and  modem, 
furnished,  for  the  moat  part,  the  series  of  biographies. 
It  may  be  sufficient  to  point  to  articles  by  Thomas 
Hewitt  Key,  George  Cornewall  Lewis,  George  Long, 
Leonard  Schmitz,  Dr.  Donaldson,  Philip  Smith,  and 
William  Smith,  to  show  how  completely  these  Lives 
were  calculated  to  supersede  the  inaccurate  sciolisms 
of  Lemprifere  and  similar  manufacturers  of  Classical 
Dictionai-ies.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  I  should 
particularly  specify  those  who  brought  their  histo- 
rical and  Uterary  knowledge  to  build  up  the  com- 
pact, but  yet  fiill,  Biogi-aphia  Eritannica,  which  our 
work  presents,  even  without  the  subsequent  addition 
of  hying  names.  The  wiiters  of  these  articles  are 
generally  well  known  in  their  more  extended  repu- 
tations as  authors  of  separate  works.  But  there 
was  a  class  of  writers  whom  Mr.  Long  had  the  good 
fortune  to  collect  around  him,  who  had  previously 
added  little  to  the  stores  of  English  learning.  I 
allude  to  the  eminent  foreigners  who  wrote  in  the 
"  Cyclop.T.dia,"  some  in  our  language,  others  in  their 
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owB.  The  editorial  care  either  coiif^ctpj  the  foreign 
idioms — sometimes  peeping  out  uf  then  Enghsh 
compositions— or  procured  accuiate  translations  of 
the  French,  Itahan,  Gorman,  Spanish,  and  Portu- 
guese, in  which  some  wrote.  One  foreigner  whose 
English  required  little  correction,  rf  any,  was  Andr^ 
Vieusseux.  I  had  heen  intimate  with  this  most 
aiaiable  and  accomplished  man  from  the  time  when 
he  wrote  in  the  "  Quarterly  Magazine."  I  had  pub- 
hsbed,  in  1824,  his  delightful  work,  "Italy  and 
the  Italians."  My  pleasant  and  improving  inter- 
course with  him  was  renewed  when  he  became  one 
of  the  most  industrious  contributors  to  .the  "  Cyclo- 
pedia." His  life  had  been  a  varied  and  eventfal 
one.  As  a  youth  he  had  seen  the  bloody  course  of 
revolution  in  Naples,  when  it  was  doubtful  which 
was  most  to  be  hated — monarchical  oppression  or 
democratic  fury.  He  had  fought  in  the  Peninsular 
War,  as  an  officer  in  one  of  the  foreign  legions. 
After  the  peace,  he  had  settled  in  England  upon  a 
small  independence,  to  which  he  was  enabled  to 
add  hy  literary  labour.  His  conscientious  devotion 
to  the  right  performance  of  whatever  he  undertook, 
his  large  experience,  and  his  correct  taste,  made  him 
one  of  our  most  valuable  coadjutors.  In  German 
literature.  Dr.  Leonard  Schmitz  was  as  useful  as  in 
classical  Pascual  de  Gayangos,  who  had  married  an 
English  lady,  also  wrote  fluently  in  our  language 
duiing  his  residence  amongst  us.  His  perfect  ac- 
quaintance with  Arabic  gave  him  a  mastery  over  the 
general  and  Hterary  history  of  Spain  during  the 
mediseval  period,  which  few  of  his  countrymen  have 
attained.  His  biogi-aphies  in  the  "  Cyclopedia  " — 
Spanish   and   Oriental — are,   therefore,   particularly 
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valuable.  Another  great  Oriental  scholar,  Frederick 
Augustus  Rosen,  was  the  Sanskrit  Professor  in 
University  College.  In  the  "Penny  Oyclopasdia " 
he  WTOte  all  the  articles  on  Oriental  literature  from 
"Abbasides"  to  "Ethiopian  Language."  His  labours 
were  terminated  by  his  sudden  death  in  1837,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two.  This  distinguished  native  of 
Hanover  acquired  in  England  a  host  of  friends,  whose 
admiration  he  had  won  by  his  h^h  intellectual  at- 
tainments, and  whose  love  was  commanded  by  his 
gentle  manners  and  kind  heai-t.  Coimt  Krasinski 
was  one  of  the  Polish  exiles  in  England  to  whom 
literature  had  become  the  only  means  of  support. 
He  came  here  on  a  diplomatic  mission,  in  1830,  from 
the  revolutionary  government,  of  which  Prince  Czar- 
toryski  was  president.  In  1831,  when  the  hope  of 
Poheh  independence  was  again  crushed,  he  dwelt 
among  us  a  penniless  fugitive,  until  his  death  ia 
1855.  His  contributions  to  the  "  Penny  Cyclopsedia" 
were  on  the  Sclavonian  history  and  literature. 

I  have  passed  over  Music,  in  referring  to  the  de- 
partment of  Fine  Arts,  that  I  may  more  particularly 
notice  the  amount  of  musical  taste  and  knowledge 
amongst  us  twenty  years  ago.  Mr,  William  Ayrton 
could  scarcely,  during  the  time  I  knew  him,  be  called 
a  Professor  of  Music,  although  some  few  years  pre- 
vious the  opera  had  been  under  his  management.  A 
man  of  education,  he  moved  in  the  best  society; 
whilst  his  ability  as  a  writer,  combined  with  his 
extensive  musical  knowledge,  fitted  1dm  to  contribute 
the  whole  series  of  musical  biographies  to  the 
"Penny  Cyclopaedia."  He  had  previously  edited  for 
me  a  work  which,  I  may  flatter  myself,  contributed 
something  to  that  great  change  which  has  made  the 
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Englisli  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria  as  musical  a 
people  as  tbeir  ancestors  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  time. 
The  moveable  types  used  in  the  "  Musical  Library  " 
fiu-nished  the  means  of  producing  vocal  and  insti-u- 
mental  music  from  the  best  mastei-s,  in  weekly  sheets 
of  eight  pages,  sold  at  about  a  quarter  of  the  price  of 
the  ordinary  sheet  of  the  music  shops.  The  period 
was  then  only  beginning  when  an  idea  penetrated 
the  English  mind,  that  in  music,  as  in  the  other  Fine 
Arts,  anything  but  the  common-place  and  vulgar  could 
have  any  charms  for  the  bulk  of  the  people.  Pro- 
found philosophers  believed  that  nothing  else  could 
please,  theatrical  managei's  affiimed  that  nothing  else 
would  draw.  ■  The  great  and  fashionable  ■  iirmly 
relied  upon  the  unchangeableness  of  the  opinion — 
though  a  hundred  and  twenty  years  old — of  Isaac 
Bickerstaff,  who  says :  "  In  Italy,  nothing  is  more 
frequent  than  to  hear  a  cobbler  working  to  an  opera 
tune  ;  but,  on  the  conti-ary,  our  honest  countrymen 
have  so  little  an  inclination  to  music,  that  they  sel- 
dom begin  to  sing  till  they  are  drank."  In  the 
"  Penny  M^azine  "  for  1834,  it  was  said  :  "  The 
theati-es  and  other  public  places  have  administered 
to  bad  taste  :  httle  or  nothing  except  trash  has  been 
open  to  the  people ;  and  they  have  been  deemed 
barbarians  because  they  took  what  fell  in  their  way, 
and  showed  no  love  for  what  they  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing.  We  tmst,  however,  that, 
for  the  future,  good  music,  Uke  good  literature,  may 
be  made  accessible  to  all ;  and  that,  as  a  mode  of 
enlarging  the  cheap  enjoyments  of  a  poor  man's  life, 
even  every  village  school  in  the  kingdom  may  possess 
the  means  of  teaching  (as  they  are  taught  at  similar 
establishments   in   several  districts  of  Germany,  in 
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Bohemia,  and  eren  in  the  snow-covered,  poverty- 
sti-icken  island  of  Iceland)  the  art  of  reading  musical 
notation  and  the  first  rudiments  of  music." 

I  have  traced  the  greatest  work  of  the  Useful 
Knowledge  Society  to  its  completion  at  the  end  of 
eleven  years.  Let  me  revert  to  its  opening  period, 
when  the  fiiends  of  Popular  Education  had  not  only 
to  build  up  the  walls  of  theit-  citadel,  but  to  work 
with  weapons  at  then-  side.  When  the  "  Penny 
Magazine,"  duiing  two  years'  existence,  had  reached 
a  sale  quite  unprecedented  in  Popular  Literature, 
and  after  the  first  year's  publication,  with  niai-ked 
success,  of  the  "Penny  CycIopEedia,"  a  series  of 
attacks,  as  unceasing  as  they  were  vii-ulent,  were 
directed  against  the  Society  for  the  Liffusion  of 
Useful  Knowledge,  and  against  me,  especially,  as 
theii-  chief  instrument  in  the  fearful  revolution 
which  was  threatening  to  destroy  the  legitimate 
thrones  and  dominations  of  the  empire  of  books. 
The  Society  was  a  monopoly ;  the  "  Penny  Maga- 
zine "  was  "  a  glorious  humbug  upon  the  reading 
portion  of  the  operatives,"  for  it  was  nothing  more 
than  a  bookseller's  speculation,  which  "brmgs  in 
Knight  some  thousands  per  annum ;"  the  idea  of  the 
"Penny  Cyclopaadia"  was  stolen  from  a  respectable 
man,  who  was  struggling  to  maintain  a  yoimg  family, 
"  by  a  trader,  who,  because  he  has  the  name  of  the 
Society  painted,  on  his  sign-board,  seems  to  think 
himself  entitled  to  throw  off  ail  the  ordinary  re- 
straints to  which  fair  rivalry  in  trade  is  subject ;"  the 
writers  in  these  works  were  literaiy  drudges — obscure 
literary  drudges,  without  a  single  idea  in  their  heads, 
save   what    they  filch   from  the  British   Museum. 
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Such  was  the  temper  in  which  the  "  Now  Monthly 
M^azine  "  poured  out  the  vials  of  its  wrath  on  my 
devoted  head.  It  was  necessary  to  puhhsh  a  few 
facts,  with  very  little  comment,  to  show  the  false- 
hoods and  absurdities  of  the  daily,  weekly,  and 
monthly  assaults  of  thia  complexion.  That  was 
done,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Society,  in  the  "  Com- 
panion to  the  Almanac,"'  in  December,  1833.  On 
the  15th  of  February,  1834,  I  published  No.  I.  of 
"  The  Printing  Machine,  a  Review  for  the  Many ;" 
and  therein,  in  an  article  entitled  "The  Liteiaiy 
Newspapers,"  I  uttered,  perhaps  with  more  spirit 
than  prudence,  some  unpalatable  remonstrances 
against  the  systematic  hostility  of  the  two  joui-nala 
which  I  described  as  "the  advanced  guard  of  the 
army  of  letters,  who  carry  small  baggie  on  their 
march."     The  attacks  soon  became  more  personal. 

Towards  the  end  of  that  February,  I  was  proposed 
as  a  member  of  the  "  Garrick  Club."  In  the  second 
week  of  March  a  very  dear  friend,  my  solicitor, 
Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  came  to  me  to  say  that  the 
Committee  of  that  Club  were  hesitating  about  my 
election,  as  I  had  been  excluded  from  a  Club  which 
had  been  formed  out  of  members  of  the  "Literary 
Union,"  such  exclusion  involving  some  serious  impu- 
tation upon  my  character  and  conduct.  I  had  been 
a  member  of  the  "  Literary  Union "  for  three  or 
four  years.  Several  gentlemen  immediately  u 
took  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  chai^j 
me  ;  and  I  was  in  a  few  days  authorised  by  two  of 
these  friends  to  rest  the  vindication  of  my  character 
upon  the  gi'ound  that  the  imputation  made  in  the 
Committee  of  the  "  Literary  Union  Club,"  appouited 
for  the  ftrmation  of  a  Now  Club,  wa,s,  that  I  had 
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formerly  failed  in  business — and  dishonourably  failed 
— that  I  "  had  made  a  bad  bankraptcy."  In  twenty- 
four  hours  I  had  possessed  myself  of  the  means  of 
my  vindication.  The  publication  of  an  indignant 
letter  addressed  by  me  to  the  Committee,  accom- 
panied by  the  documents  which  they  had  refused  to 
look  at,  was  my  only  course.  That  paper  was  circu- 
lated by  me  to  a  limited  extent.  It  consisted  of 
letters  from  my  three  trustees,  a  London  printer,  a 
London  stationer,  and  a  banker  of  Windsor,  and  one 
also  from  the  solicitor  to  the  trustees.  They  were  to 
the  etfect  that  my  suspension  of  payments  was  not  to 
be  attributed  in  the  slightest  degree  to  any  miscon- 
duct, or  even  imprudence,  on  my  part ;  but  was  an 
unavoidable  result  of  the  Panic  of  1S25,  which  so 
materially  diminished  the  value  of  all  bookselling 
property ;  that  the  final  resolution  to  place  my  affairs 
under  the  management  of  trustees  was  come  to  by 
my  creditors  with  the  greatest  reluctance  to  interfere 
with  my  own  administration  of  my  estate;  that  the 
anxious  and  self-denying  caie  with  which  I  abstained 
from  receiving  a  single  shilling  of  its  proceeds  after 
that  resolution  had  been  come  to,  was  a  striking 
instance  of  firmness  and  integiity  ;  that  I  had  been 
unvarying  in  my  determination  not  to  consider  the 
release  from  my  engagements  as  at  all  binding, 
except  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  and  had  unweariedly 
laboured  to  discbarge  every  debt  in  full,  just  as  if  no 
such  acquittance  had  taken  pla«e,  going  far  beyond 
what  they  thought  a  duty  to  my  own  family. 

It  is  not  from  any  motive  of  self-exaltation  that  I 
revive  this  matter,  never  to  touch  it  again.  My  own 
deep  feeling  of  gratitude  to  the  eminent  men  with 
\vhom  I  was  associated   in   the  TJsoful   Knowledge 
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Society  is  called  forth  now,  when  I  glance  at  the 
many  warm  letters  from  them  which  this  occurence 
produced-  Nor  do  I  feel  less  grateful  to  Mr.  Coates, 
their  secretary,  for  his  letters  to  me  at  this  juncture. 
My  friends  were  anxious  that  the  stigma  of  my 
exclusion  from  this  so-called  Literary  Club  should  be 
effectually  wiped  off  by  my  election  to  the  most 
distinguished  Club  in  London.  Lord  Lansdowne,  in 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  full  of  the 
most  hearty  kindness  towards  me,  declared  his 
opinion  upon  the  wishes  that  ray  friends  had  ex- 
pressed on  my  behalf:  "  There  is  no  man  in  England 
better  entitled  than  Knight  to  come  into  the  Athe- 
nfeiim,"  and  he  subsequently  agi-eed  to  propose  rae 
as  a  member.  This  Lord  Lansdowne  did,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances.  The  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  whose  conduct  to  me  since  1827  had 
been  marked  by  unvaiying  kindness  and  generosity, 
wished  to  support  my  nomination.  Many  other  lead- 
ing membei-s  of  that  Club— and  I  was  glad  to  have 
Mr.  Murray  amongst  the  number — volunteered  their 
aid.  But  party  feeling  then  ran  high,  and  I  was 
unwilling  to  nsk  a  contest,  which  might  renew  what 
was  very  disagreeable  to  me  aa  a  subject  of  public 
discussion.  The  "  Garrick  dub  Committee  "  elected 
me  after  a  brief  interval.  I  became  also  one  of  the 
early  members  of  the  "  Reform  Club." 

The  hostility  gainst  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion 
of  Useful  Knowledge,  which  had  been  manifested  by 
a  small  section  of  the  periodical  press,  gradually  died 
out.  Public  opinion  was  louder  than  the  cuckoo  cry 
of  "monopoly"  that  was  shouted  by  fashionable 
publishei-a  and  echoed  by  a  clique  of  the  regular  pro- 
fessors of  "la  litt^rature  facile."    Those  who  wfote 
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for  the  Society  Lad  been  called  in  deriaion  "com- 
pilers." The  "men  of  genius"  who  despised  industry 
as  dulness  had  their  little  day  of  sarcasm  against 
"literary  drudges,"  but  in  the  end  the  public  many  was 
too  strong  for  the  exclusive  few.  The  bookselhng  trade 
— publishers  as  well  as  retailers — had  also  discovered 
that,  in  the  manifest  extension  of  readere,  a  reliance 
might  be  placed  upon  the  principle  of  increased 
numbers  co-operating  to  purchase  cheap  books,  and 
that  enlarged  returns  would  make  up  for  diminished 
profits  upon  dear  books.  They  had  discovered  that  the 
trade  of  books  would  not  be  destroyed  by  cheap  weekly 
sheets.  If  they  had  not  arrived,  through  a  process 
of  reasoning,  at  the  beUef  that  the  more  people  read 
the  more  they  will  read,  they  had  the  evidence  of 
their  own  ledgers  to  infoi-m  them  that  the  literaiy 
returae  of  the  Um'ted  Kingdom  had  nearly  doubled 
since  the  terrible  era  of  cheapness  which  commenced 
in  1827.  Books,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  cen- 
tury had  been  a  luxury,  had  now  become  a  necessity. 
Still  the  objection  was  urged  that,  however  extended 
was  the  mai-ket  for  popular  hterature,  the  quality  of 
the  supply  must  as  a  matter  of  course  be  low.  The 
"Penny   Cyclopedia "    furnished  a  very  sufficient 


The  calumnies  with  which  I  had  been  personally 
assailed  had  not  accomplished  their  object— that  of  in- 
juring me  as  a  man  of  business.  They  did  not  lessen 
the  regard  of  my  old  friends,  nor  did  they  cut  me 
off  from  the  confidence  which  secured  me  a  new  and 
impoiiant  connexion.  Within  another  year  I  became 
associated  as  Publisher  with  the  great  measure  of 
Local  Administration  that  had  received  the  sanction 
of  Pai'Uament 
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ilEXT  to  the  "  Cyclop Eedia  "  in  the  costliness 
of  its  production,  if  not  in  intrinsic  im- 
poi-tance,  was  the  "  Galleiy  of  Portraits," 
which  I  published  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  Society.  It  was  issued  in  monthly 
numbers  at  half-a-crown  each  number,  containing 
three  portraits  with  biographies.  The  object  of  the 
publication  was  to  present  likenesses  of  those  emi- 
nent men  of  modern  times  who  have  given  the 
gi-eatest  impvdee  to  their  age.  In  the  selection  of 
subjects  foT  portraiture,  the  Committee  was  occupied 
from  the  beginning  of  1832  (the  ib"st  number  being 
published  in  May),  to  the  midsummer  of  1834. 
Their  occupation  was  of  a  most  pleasant  and  im- 
proving kind,  for  there  was  scarcely  a  name  sug- 
gested that  did  not  involve  some  discussion  upon 
the  merits  of  those  proposed  to  be  represented,  or 
some  statement  of  the  sources  from  which  authentic 
portraits  might  be  obtained.  In  this  latter  respect 
the  influence  of  the  Society,  or  that  of  its  individual 
members,  was  most  valuable,  by  securing  the  admis- 
sion of  copyists  to  Royal  Galleries  and  private 
collections.  British  and  Foreign  statesmen,  warriors, 
divines,  men  of  science  and  lettei-s,  artists,  were 
thus  assigned  their  due  honour  in  a  work,  which  was 
essentially  different  in  its  plan  from  the  "  Portraits 
of  Illustrious    Personages    of    Great    Britain,"     by 


Hosted  by  Google 


373  PASSAGES   OF   A   WORKlNtI   LIFE: 

Edmund  Lodge,  Norroy  King  of  Arms,  Interesting 
as  much  of  Mr.  Lodge's  information  was  in  its  genea- 
logical and  antiquarian  features,  the  book  was  not 
what  it  professed  to  be,  "  A  GaUery  of  the  lUustrious 
Dead"— "A  Collection  of  Portraits  and  Lives  of 
British  Worthies."  It  was  a  collection  of  kings  and 
queens,  of  noble  lords  and  ladies  and  officers  of  state. 
It  was,  with  very  few  exceptions,  not  a  gallery  of  the 
intellectually  illustrious.  Of  the  chief  glories  of  our 
nation— the  poets,  historians,  philosophers,  divines, 
of  the  inventors  and  discoverers  in  physical  and 
abstract  science,  of  our  most  distinguished  artists, 
there  was  not  one  in  this  "  Gallery  of  the  Illustrious 
Lead,"  unless  be  could  claim  a  place  there  by  some 
titular  or  official  distinction.  Very  different  was  the 
range  of  the  gallery  which  I  considered  it  an  honour 
to  publish,  and  the  large  expenses  of  which  I  cheer- 
fully bore  until  the  work  became  remunerative. 
The  merit  of  suggesting  it,  and  of  most  assiduously 
lahounng  to  carry  it  worthily  forward,  is  due  to 
Mr.  Bellenden  Ker.  The  superintendence  of  the 
engravings  was  confided  to  Mr.  Lupton,  a  mezzo- 
tmto  engraver  of  the  first  eminence.  Mr.  Arthur 
Malkin  was  the  editor  of  the  biographies.  These  are 
all  distmguished  for  careful  research  and  an  unpre- 
tending style.  A  few  of  tiie  lives  wore  written  by 
his  personal  friends,  amongst  whom  was  Arthur  H 
Hallam— the  A.  H.  H.  of  Tennyson's  "In  Memo^ 
nam"— who  died  in  1833.  From  De  Quincey  I 
■  obtamed  a  spirited  memoir  of  Milton  ;  and  it  was  to 
me  a  matter  of  regret,  that  its  length  wa^  so  out  of 
proportion  to  the  general  character  of  the  work,  that 
some  curtailment  wan  absolutely  necessary. 

The  1.5th  of  August,  1836,  was  a  remarkable  day 
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in  the  animls  ot  the  JOTSS  of  thi.  country,  tor  on  that 
day  two  Acts   ot  Parliament   received  the  Boyal 
Assent,  which  materially  influenced   ail  the  oom- 
mereial  ioraiigements  tot  rendering  knowledge,  poli- 
tical or  literary,  more  accessible  to  the  bulk  ot  the 
people      The  fii-st  ot  these  (c  52),  was  to  reduce 
the  duties  on  first-class  paper  from  three-pence  per 
pound  to  three-haltpence,  so  that  the  termer  tax  ot 
threo-haltpence  upon  second^lass  paper  should  apply 
to  paper  ot  all  descriptions.     The  second  ot  these 
(c    76)    was  to  reduce  the  stamp  on  newspapers 
from    tourpenee    to    a    penny.     I  have   pteyiously 
mentioned    (page  180),  a  debate  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  22nd  of  Hay,  183*,  upon  a  motion 
for   the  repeal  ot  the  newspaper  stamp  duties.     I 
had  at  that  time  learnt  something  ot  the  desire  ot 
several  membei-s  of  the  government,  inoludhig  lord 
Brougham   and  Lord  Althorp,    that-  these    duties 
should  be  wholly  repealed     Had  that  been  the  case, 
a  difliculty  would  have  arisen  as  to  the  transmission 
ot  unstamped  newspapers  by  post     In  a  letter  to 
Lord  Althorp,  I  suggested  that  a  penny   stamped 
frank   should  be  issued  by  the  government.     Mr. 
M  D.  Hill,  in  the  debate  which  I  have  mentioned, 
described  the  nature  ot  this   suggesrion     In  the 
«  Companion  to  the  Newspaper,"  tor  Juno  the  1st, 
1834  there  appeared  a  paper  ot  considerable  length 
"prepared  several  months  ago  tor  the  information  ot 
some  official  personages  who  took  a  strong  interest 
in  the  question  ot  the  repeal  ot  the  stamp  duties  on 
newspapers."     In  that  paper  it  is  said,  "  In  oi-der  to 
allow  the  unstamped   papers  to  pass  through  tlio 
Post-office,  it  is  proposed  that  frimks  should  be  sold 
(say  by  the  vendors  of  stamps),  at  a  penny  each 
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will  be  necessary  to  make  the  posts^e  payable  by 
the  person  sending  the  paper ;  for  otherwise,  a  great 
many  papers,  especially  the  very  low-priced  ones, 
would  be  refused  by  persons  to  whom  they ,  were 
addressed.  It  is  obvious  that  a  direct  payment  to 
the  Post-office,  by  the  transmitter  of  the  papa-, 
would  be  highly  inconvenient,  if  not  impossible. 
Mr.  Knight's  plan  of  a  stamped  frank  obviates  the 
difficulty ;  and  it  would  facilitate  the  transmission  of 
all  printed  sheets  under  a  certain  weight,"  It  has 
always  been  to  me  a  matter  of  honest  pride  that 
this  suggestion  contributed,  in  however  small  a 
degi-ee,  to  the  efficient  working  of  the  magnificent 
system  of  penny-postage.  Mr.  Rowland  HiU,  in  his 
celebrated  pamphlet  on  Post-office  Reform,  pub- 
lished^ in  1837,  says,  "A  few  years  ago,  when  the 
expediency  of  entirely  abolishing  the  newspaper 
stamp,  and  allowing  newspapers  to  pass  thi'ough 
the  Post-office  for  one  penny  each,  was  under  con- 
sideration, it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Charles  Knight, 
the  publisher,  that  the  postage  on  newspapers  might 
be  collected  by  selling  stamped  wi'appers  at  one 
penny  each.  Availing  myself  of  this  excellent  sug- 
gestion, I  propose  the  following  arrangement  l— Let 
stamped  covers  and  sheets  of  paper  be  supplied  to 
the  public  from  the  Stamp-office,  or  Post-office,  aa 
may  be  most  convenient,  and  sold  at  such  a  price  as 
to  include  the  postage:  letters  so  stamped,  might 
be  put  into  the  letter-box  as  at  present." 

In  1836,  my  views,  as  to  the  total  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Duty  on  Newspapers,  were  considerably  al- 
tered from  those  of  1834,  when,  in  suggesting  a  plan 
for  the  cii-culation  of  unstamped  newspapers,  I  had 
adopted   the   opinion   that  the   stamp,   except  as  a 


Hosted  by  Google 


THE   SECOND    EPOCH.  375 

postage  payment,  was  injurioiia.  I  was  appi-ehen. 
sive,  as  I  was  before  the  removal  of  the  stamp  in 
1S55,  that  cheap  newspapers  would  involve  the  de- 
gradation of  jom-nalism.  I  did  not  draw  sound  eon- 
cluaioDS  from  my  own  experience.  I  did  not  believe 
that  Penny  Papers  would  be  as  innoxious  as  Penny 
Magazines  and  Penny  Cyclopsedias,  and  go  on  making 
readers,  till  the  gi-eat  body  of  those  who  read  wouH. 
prefer  sound  nutriment  to  the  garbage  which  was 
offered  them  in  the  days  of  high  taxation.  As  in 
most  cases,  my  own  interest  gave  a  colour,  I  suppose, 
to  my  opinions.  From  the  time  when  William 
Henry  Ord  was  a  contributor  to  "  The  Etonian,"  to 
the  timo  when  he  was  a  Member  of  Parliament  and 
a  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  I  had  some  degree  of  inti- 
macy, almost  amounting  to  friendship,  with  this 
amiable  and  accomplished  man.  In  1836,  in  bis 
official  position,  he  had  devoted  himself  to  the  great 
measure  of  the  consolidation  of  the  various  Stamp 
Acts.  The  mass  of  obscure  and  confused  enactments 
was  to  be  swept  away,  and  some  intelligible  fiscal 
measure  was  to  be  substituted.  Mr.  Ord  devoted 
himself  to  the  herculean  task  of  preparing  the  way 
for  the  proposition  which  was  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Spring  Rice,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  labour  killed  him.  In  the  spring  of  1S36,  I 
frequently  saw  him.  We  had  many  conversations 
on  the  subject  of  the  Newspaper  Stamp  Duties  and 
the  Paper  Duty.  I  fancied  that  if  the  government 
consented  to  abolish  the  Newspaper  Stamp,  they 
would  retain  the  high  Paper  Duty.  Mr.  Ord  and  I 
came  to  the  opinion  that  the  safest  and  the  best 
course  would  be  to  lower  both  imposts.  I  wrote  a 
pamphlet  advocating  this  policy,   which  was  circu- 
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lated  amongst  members  of  both  Houses.  Whether 
it  had  any  effect  upon  the  settlement  of  the  question 
is  not  for  me  to  judge.  At  any  rate,  the  reduction 
of  the  Paper  Duty  was  to  me'  a  matter  of  vital  im- 
portance ;  and  when  that  boon  to  the  publishers  of 
cheap  books  came  into  operation  in  the  autumn,  I 
felt  that  I  had  shaken  off  much  of  the  insupportable 
weight  of  the  "  Old  Man  of  the  Sea,"  and  went  for- 
ward with  the  words  of  Milton  in  my  heart : 
"  To-moirow  to  fresl.  fields  and  paaturea  new." 

In  1835,  Mr.  BeUenden  Ker  having  returned  from 
a  continental  tour,  gave  me  some  numbers  of  a  work 
then  publishing  in  Germany,  tho  "  Bilder  Bibel," 
An  idea  had  once  been  entertained  of  the  Useful 
Knowledge  Sodety  publishing  a  Bible — an  illus- 


trated one ;  but  the  notion  v 


s  given  up  as  imprac- 


ticable, and  not  in  accordance  with  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Society  was  established.  Mr.  Ker's 
present  revived  the  project  in  my  mind.  Such  a 
publication,  in  which  Art  should  bo  employed  to 
delight  the  young,  and  learning  should  not  be  want- 
ing, offered  a  strong  temptation  to  my  individual 
enterprise.  But  the  difficulty  was  to  find  a  fit 
editor — one  who  held  sound  opinions  upon  the  great 
cardinal  points  of  rehgion,  but  who  would  at  the 
same  time  content  himself  with  furnishing  an  ample 
commentary  on  such  passages  as  are  connected  with 
the  History,  Geography,  Natural  History,  and  Anti- 
quities of  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  Thus  to  limit  the 
objects  of  the  work  was  to  make  it  acceptable  to  all 
denominations  of  Christiana  I  had  several  conversa- 
tions on  this  matter  with  a  veiy  leaiiied  and  liberal 
divine ;  but  he  could  not  see  his  course  clearly,  in 
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avoiding  theological  questions.  I  often  thought  of 
dividing  the  labour ;  and  with  this  view  I  proposed 
to  Mr.  Kitto  to  furnish  notes  upon  such  subjects  as 
had  come  under  his  observation  during  his  travels 
and  sojourn  in  the  East.  This  task  he  gladly  under- 
took. Id  a  few  weeks  he  came  to  me  and  said—in 
that  guttural  voice  to  which  I  had  now  become 
aeciiatomed — "  I  will  undertake  it  all."  We  had  a 
little  merriment  over  the  boldness  of  the  proposal  ; 
but  I  found  that  he  was  perfectly  in  earnest.  As  a 
matter  of  prudence  I  proposed  that  he  should  com- 
plete the  book  of  Genesis,  and  after  that  we  could 
determine  upon  the  future  courae  of  proceeding.  He 
accomplished  this  to  my  complete  satisfaction.  The 
enthusiasm  with  which  he  entered  upon  the  task 
was  to  me  an  earnest  that  he  could  well  be  trusted 
to  carry  it  through  faithfully,  I  released  him  from 
all  other  employments ;  and  so,  at  the  beginning  of 
1S36,  the  first  number  of  "  The  Pictorial  Bible  "  was 
issued.  In  hitting  upon  the  word  "  Pictorial "  I  felt 
that  I  was  rather  daring  in  the  employment  of  a 
term  which  the  Dictionaries  pronounced  as  "  not  in 
use."  It  has  now  been  rendered  familiar  by  iirequent 
employment.  I  could  not  have  easily  found  any 
other  word  that  would  have  conveyed  the  intention 
to  present  wood-engravings  of  the  sciiptural  designs 
of  great  painters  ;  of  landscape  scenes ;  of  costume  ; 
of  aoolf^y  and  botany;  of  the  remains  of  ancient 
architecture.  "  The  Pictorial  Bible  "  was  completed 
in  two  years  and  a  half.  To  me  it  was  profitable, 
costly  as  were  the  wood-cute.  The  profit  was  doubly 
welcome  from  the  fact,  that  after  having  paid  Mr. 
Kitto,  during  the  progress  of  publication,  2501.  a^year, 
I  was  enabled,  upon  the  completion  of  the  book,  to 
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present  liim  with  a  sum  which  seemed  to  him  a  little 
fortune.  A  letter  which  Mr.  Kitto  wrote  to  me,  as 
the  work  was  proceeding,  has  been  published  by  his 
biographer  :  "  I  cannot  bogiii  any  observations  re- 
specting '  The  Pictorial  Bible,'  without  stating  how 
highly  I  have  been  gratified  and  interested  iu  the 
occupation  it  has  afforded.  It  has  been  of  infinite 
advautage  as  an  exercise  to  my  own  mind.  It  has 
afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  bringing  nearly  all  my 
resources  into  play;  my  old  biblical  studies,  the 
observations  of  travel,  and  even  the  very  miscella- 
neous character  of  my  reading,  have  all  been  liighly 
useful  to  me  in  this  undertaking.  The  venerable 
character  of  the  work  on  which  I  have  laboured,  the 
responsibility  of  annotation,  and  t!ie  extent  in  which 
such  labour  is  likely  to  have  influence,  ai'e  also  cir- 
cumstances which  have  greatly  gratified,  in  a  very 
definite  manner,  that  desire  of  usefulness,  which  has, 
I  may  say,  been  a  strong  principle  of  action  with  me, 
and  which  owes  its  origia,  I  think,  to  the  desire  I 
was  eai-ly  led  to  entertain  of  finding  whether  the 
most  adverse  circumstances  (including  the  privation 
of  intellectual  nourishment)  must  necessarily  operate 
in  excluding  me  from  the  hope  of  filling  a  useful 
place  in  society.  The  question  was,  whether  I  should 
hang  a  dead  weight  upon  society,  or  take  a  place 
among  its  active  men.  I  have  struggled  for  the 
latter  alternative,  and  it  will  be  a  proud  thing  for 
me  if  I  am  enabled  to  realise  it.  I  venture  to  hope 
that  I  shall :  and  to  you  I  am,  in  the  most  eminent 
degree,  indebted  for  the  opportunities,  assistance,  and 
encouragement  you  have  always  afforded  me  in  my 
endeavom-a  after  this  object."  * 
*  Life  of  John  Kitto,  D.D.,  by  John  Eadie,  D,D.,  1857,  p.  304. 
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Of  the  illustrated  books  subsequently  published, 
the  "  Pictorial  History  of  England  "  occupied  seven 
years  in  a  regular  monthly  course  of  publica- 
tion. It  bore  upon  its  titlo-page  that  it  was  produced 
"By  George  L.  Craik  and  Charles  MacFarlane, 
assisted  by  other  Contributors."  Four  out  of  its 
eight  volumes  carried  the  narrative  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  The  other  four 
volumes  comprised  only  the  reign  of  George  the 
Third.  This  disproportion  was  fatal  to  the  success 
which  might  have  been  anticipated  if  the  whole  work 
had  been  confined  within  as  reasonable  limits  as  the 
narrative  of  eighteen  centuries,  which  preceded  that 
of  the  lattei-  half  century.  Mr.  MacFarlauo  bad 
undertaken  the  larger  department  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary history,  The  history  of  religion,  of  literature, 
and  of  commerce,  could  not  have  been  better  confided 
than  to  Mr.  Craik.  In  hia  history  of  the  constitution 
he  was  occasionally  assisted  by  Mx.  Andrew  Bisset, 
who  has  recently  given  an  evidence  that  his  cbarac- 
teristie  views  upon  historical  questions  ai'e  unchanged. 
Sir  Henry  Ellis,  my  old  and  valued  friend,  lent  some 
aid  to  the  literature  of  the  Saxon  Period,  The 
subject  of  the  Arts  was  in  the  hands  of  an  emi- 
nent ai-chitect,  Mr,  Edward  Pojmter,  whose  vai-i- 
ous  accomplishments  extended  beyond  the  range  of 
his  own  profession.  Mr.  Weir,  who  subsequently 
became  the  Editor  of  the  "  Daily  News,"  wrote  some 
graphic  chapters  on  manners  in  the  time  of  the  third 
George.  But  upon  Mr.  MacFarlane  rested  the  chief 
burden  of  this  elaborate  work.  In  the  eai-Iy  half  of 
its  chronological  divisions  the  subsidiary  chapters 
rendei-ed  the  historical  narrative  less  diiBcult  for  one 
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writer  to  man^^e.  For  the  work,  like  that  of  Dr. 
Henry,  was  broken  up  into  sepai'ate  divisions.  I  came 
subsequently  to  the  conviction  that  this  was  not  the 
true  plan  upon  which  a  history  of  England  ought  to 
be  conducted.  "  It  may  be  convenient  to  a  writer  to 
treat  of  a  period  under  distinct  heads,  such  as  those 
adopted  by  Dr.  Henry — Civil  and  Military  ;  Ecclesi- 
astical ;  Constitution  ;  Learning ;  Arte  ;  Commerce ; 
Manners; — but  such  an  aiTangement  necessarily 
involves  a  large  amount  of  prolixity  and  repetition. 
The  intervals,  also,  at  which  the  several  divisions 
occur  in  works  so  conducted  are  much  too  long  ;  for, 
in  a  century  and  a  half,  or  two  centuries,  social 
changes  are  usually  so  great,  that  the  Laws,  Leai'n- 
ing,  Arts,  and  Customs  at  the  beginning  of  such  a 
period  have  httle  in  common  with  those  of  its  con- 
elusion."  *  What  was  convenient  to  one  writer  was 
a  far  greater  convenience  in  a  history  upon  which 
many  writers  were  employed.  The  plan  worked  well 
to  the  end  of  the  fourth  volume.  Mr.  MacFarlane 
had  a  considerable  power  of  naiTation.  He  dealt 
more  with  military  than  with  civil  history,  and  in 
this  his  merit  was  conspicuous,  for,  by  nature  or  by 
study,  he  had  acquired  a  very  competent  notion  of 
the  military  art.  Upon  paper  he  "  could  sot  an  army 
in  the  field,"  and  "  the  division  of  a  battle "  well 
undej-stood.  But  in  other  i-espects  he  had  not  the 
prime  quality  of  the  historian,  impartiality.  He  was 
essentially  a  partizan.  He  did  not  run  riot  upon 
vexed  questions  of  past  times.  He  was  moderate 
in  his  estimate  of  the  virtues  of  Charles  the  First, 
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and  would  not  have  broken  a  lanoe  in  maintaining 
the  purity  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  But  when  he 
came  to  the  French  Revolution,  then  he  was  for 
"  whole  volumes  in  folio,"  that  he  might  dwelt  upon 
its  countless  abominations,  and  say  no  word  about 
the  mighty  changes  which  it  was  destined  to  produce 
upon  the  condition  of  the  mass  of  society.  He  was  a 
most  agreeable  companion,  and  an  affectionate  though 
not  a  safe  friend.  Had  I  been  less  attached  to  him  I 
might,  at  all  risks,  have  stopped  the  publication  after 
the  disproportion  of  the  latter  volumes  had  been 
manifested.  But  it  is  difficult  for  a  publisher  to 
adopt  such  a  course  in  a  serial  work,  even  if  his 
interest  called  upon  him  to  be  despotic.  He  is  in 
the  hands  of  others ;  and  he  must  assent  to  their 
completion  of  the  task  which  they  had  begun.  To 
go  on  is  dangerous;  bat  to  halt  midway  would  be 
destruction. 
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;  HEN  I  had  entered  upon  the  publication 
of  pictorial  works,  which  had  become  a 
marked  feature  of  my  business,  I  was 
naturally  led,  as  one  serial  approached  its 
completion,  to  look  around  me  for  its  fit  successor. 
The  Bible,  the  History  of  England,  were  books  of 
universal  interest,  in  which  I  could  carry  out  my 
plan  of  rendering  wood-cuts  real  illustrations  of  the 
text,  mstead  of  fanciful  devices — true  eye-knowledge, 
sometimes  more  instructive  than  words.  There  was 
one  large  subject  capable  of  such  treatment.  It  was 
once  the  fashion  to  illustrate  Pennant's  "  London " 
with  prints  of  every  age  and  character.  There  could 
be  no  want  of  authentic  materials  for  such  a  book  as 


Many  descriptions  of  the  great  capital,  whose  past 
history  is  as  interesting  as  its  present  state,  bad  ap- 
peared at  various  periods.  In  the  age  of  Elizabeth, 
John  Stow  published  his  "  Survey  of  London,  con- 
teyning  the  original!,  antiquity,  increase,  modeme 
estate  and  description  of  that  citie."  The  worthy 
citizen  of  London  has  been  fortunate  in  the  eulogy 
of  his  modem  editor,  William  J.  Thoms,  who  to  the 
learning  of  the  antiquary  unites  the  graces  of  the 
accomplished  writer.  Well  has  he  said  in  his  intro- 
ductory notice,  "  If  it  were  given  to  the  reader  to 
wield  for  a  brief  space  the  staff  of  Prospero,  with 
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power  to  conjure  up  a  vision  of  London  as  it  existed 
in  some  former  period,  thero  can  be  little  doubt  but 
that  be  would  so  employ  his  art  that  the  London 
of  Shakspeare  should  stand  revealed  before  him. 
Happily,  although  Prospero'a  staff  is  broken,  the 
conjurations  of  tbe  mighty  magic  necessaiy  to  call 
up  this  busy  pageant  wei-e  lodged  in  the  untiring 
pen  of  honest  John  Stow."  In  the  latter  years  of 
tbe  Commonwealth,  James  Howell  pubbshed  his 
"Londmopobs;  Historical  Discourse  and  Pca-lustra- 
tion  of  London."  This  is  the  city  in  which  Milton 
had  dwelt,  as  a  boy,  beneath  his  father's  roof  in 
Bread  Street,  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1674,  a 
bhnd  old  man.  Then  came  laborious  antiquaries' to 
delve  amongst  registei-s  and  tomb-stones,  with  a 
tasto  tar  inferior  to  tbe  historians  who  had  gone 
before  them.  There  was  a  field  open  to  tbe  light 
essayist;  and  Leigh  Hunt  made  a  veiy  pleasant  but 
very  imperfect  book  of  literary  gossip  about  author 
and  players.  As  a  subject  for  a  pictorial  book  of 
some  extent,  I  decided  upon  publishmg  "  London  " 
in  weekly  numbers.  It  was  commenced  in  1841 ;  it 
was  finished  in  1844.  I  undertook  the  general 
conduct  of  the  work.  I  had  valuable  contributors  m 
Mr.  Craik,  Mr.  Saunders,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr 
Dodd,  Mr.  Planch^  and  Mr.  ^airholt.  I  ^opted 
the  plan  of  giving  the  names  of  the  authors  of  each 
paper  in  a  table  of  contents  of  the  several  volumes. 
The  proportions  in  which  each  contributed  to  a 
work  extending  to  two  thousand  five  hundred 
pages  will  thus  be  seen. 

In  1837  I  began  to   look  about  me  for   artistic 

materials  adapted  to  a  Pictorial  Edition  of  Shakspcre. 

At  first  view,  the   existing  Itores   of  illustrations 

seemed   almost  boundless.     There  were   embelbsh- 
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merits  to  various  editions  from  the  time  of  Rowe, 
chiefly  of  a  theatrical  character,  and,  for  the  most 
part-,  thoroughly  unnatural.  The  grand  historical 
pictures  of  the  Shakspere  Gallery  were  not  in  a  very 
much  higher  taste,  furnishing  a  remarkable  example 
how  painters  of  the  highest  rank  in  their  day  had 
contrived  to  make  the  characters  of  Shakspere  little 
more  than  vehicles  for  the  display  of  false  costume. 
There  were  a  few  valuable  antiquarian  illustrations, 
such  as  those  given  by  Mr.  Douce.  Altogether,  it 
became  necessary  for  me  to  look  carefully  at  the 
plays,  to  see  whether  the  aid  of  art  might  not  be 
called  in  to  add  both  to  the  information  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  reader  of  Shakspere,  by  representing 
the  Realities  upon  which  the  imagination  of  the 
poet  must  have  rested.  There  were  the  localities  of 
the  various  scenes,  whether  English  or  foreign;  the 
portraits  of  the  real  personages  of  the  historical 
plays;  the  objects  of  natural  history,  so  constantly 
occumng;  accurate  costume  in  all  its  rich  variety. 
Whilst  engaged  in  my  search  after  such  pictorial 
illustrations,  a  gentleman,  who  has  since  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  antiquarian  knowledge,  lent 
me  his  note-hook,  in  which  he  had  jotted  down  a 
somewhat  lar^e  list  of  archeeological  subjects.  This 
kindn&ss  of  Mr.  William  Fairholt  was  of  essential  irse 
to  me.  I  very  early  put  myself  in  communication 
with  Mr.  Poynter,  who  made  for  me  a  series  of  the 
most  beautiful  architectural  drawings,  which  imparted 
a  character  of  truthfulness  to  many  scenes,  which 
upon  the  stage  had  in  general  been  merely  fanciful 
creations  of  the  painter.  Mr.  Harvey  undertook  to 
produce  a  series  of  frontispieces,  which,  embodyiug 
the  realities  of  costume  and  other  accessaries,  woidd 
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have  eaough  of  an  imagiaative  character  to  render 
them  pleashig. 

The  foundations  of  my  edition  as  an  illuKti-ated 
work  of  art  being  thus  laid,  I  diligently  applied 
myself  to  a  critical  examination  of  the  text  to  be 
adopted.  I  procm-ed  a  copy  of  the  first  folio,  which 
was  read  aloud  to  me  whilst  I  marked  upon  a  copy 
of  the  common  trade  edition,  all  the  variations  that 
presented  themselves.  I  found  that  no  book  could 
be  more  mcorrectly  printed  than  thia  booksellers' 
stereotyped  volume.  I  subsequently  expressed  my 
belief  that  the  text  of  Shakspere  had  not  been  com- 
pared with  the  originals  cai-efully  and  systematically 
for  half  a  century.  Not  only  had  words  been  changed 
by  printers,  but  whole  lines  had  been  omitted.  The 
punctuation  of  the  received  text  was  in  the  miost 
confused  state.  Thus  far,  my  way  was  clear  to 
produce  a  pictorial  edition  with  a  naore  correct  text, 
even  if  I  absolutely  relied  upon  the  authority  of  the 
first  folio  compared  with  the  quartos.  Of  these 
scarce  morsels  I  could  avail  myself  in  Steevens'  very 
accurate  reprint.  This  accuracy  I  had  tested  by 
having  the  several  plays  which  h^  thus  reproduced, 
collated  with  originals  m  the  British  Museum.  But 
then,  a  new  difficulty  arose.  The  conjectural  emen- 
dations of  the  rariorum  editors  were  so  munerous, 
that  it  was  necessary  that  I  should  make  up  my 
mind  as  to  their  adoption  or  rejection.  I  had  to 
decide  upon  many  disputed  readings ;  and  for  this  it 
was  essential  to  consult  the  great  mass  of  separate 
commontaiy  tbat  had  been  published  by  the  learned, 
the  dull,  and  the  conceited,  during  the  century  in 
which  the  critical  study  of  Shakspere's  text  had 
been  pursued  by  many  competent  and  incompetent 
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writers.  There  was  one  man  of  my  acquaintance, 
for  whom  I  had  a  high  regard— Mr.  Thomas  Eodd, 
the  well-known  hookaeller  of  Great  Newport  Street 
—whose  knowledge  of  the  works  which  he  sold  went 
far  beyond  their  title-pages.  He  enahled  me  to  form 
a  considerable  collection  of  commentaries  on  Shak- 
spere,  ranging  from  Rymer  and  Dennis  to  Haziitt 
and  Coleridge.  As  I  advanced  in  my  Shaksperian 
studies,  I  found  that  my  labours  would  not  cease  with 
the  acquirement  of  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  all 
that  had  been  written  about  the  text,  but  that  I  must 
carefully  examine  the  various  opinions  as  to  the 
order  in  which  the  plays  of  Shakspere  were  produced, 
unless  I  were  implicitly  to  adopt  the  theories  advo- 
cated in  Malone's  "  Essay"  on  that  very  difficult  sub- 
ject, I  was  satisfied  that  much  depended  in  coming 
to  something  like  accurate  conclusions  as  to  the 
plays  which  belonged  respectively  to  the  poet's  earlier 
period,  his  middle  period,  and  his  later  period.  The 
historical  plays  would  necessarily  follow  in  the  order 
of  the  events  of  which  they  were  the  subject.  But 
for  the  comedies  and  ti-agedies,  I  determined  to  print 
them  in  the  order  which  I  believed  to  be  at  least  an 
approximation  to  the  peiiod  of  their  composition. 

After  a  year  of  preparation  I  issued  my  pro- 
spectus, in  which  I  boldly  declared  that  Shakspere 
demanded  a  rational  edition  of  his  performanges, 
that  should  address  itself  to  the  popular  understand- 
ing in  a  spirit  of  love,  and  not  of  captious  and  pre- 
sumptuous cavilling.  In  the  first  number  of  my 
edition,  containing  the  "  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona," 
I  made  a  distinct  profession  of  faith  in  Shakspere, 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  that  I  should  be  assailed 
on  many  sides,  but  that  I  should  call  up  hosts  of 
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friends  ready  to  shake  off  theii-  allegianee  to  "  the 
dwarfish  commentators  who  are  for  ever  catting  him 
down  to  their  own  size."  I  thus  wrote  in  my  intro- 
ductory notice  to  this  play  :  "We  believe  the  time  ia 
past  when  it  can  afford  any  satisfaction  to  an  English- 
man to  hear  the  gi-eateat  of  onr  poets  perpetually 
held  up  to  ridicule  as  a  sort  of  inspired  bai'bajian, 
who  worked  without  method,  and  wholly  without 
learning.  But  before  Shakspere  can  be  properly 
understood,  the  popular  mind  must  be  led  in  an 
opposite  direction  ;  and  we  must  learn  to  regard  him, 
as  he  really  was,  as  the  most  consummate  of  artists, 
who  had  a  complete  and  absolute  control  over  all  the 
materials  and  instruments  of  his  ail,  without  any 
subordination  to  mere  impulses  and  caprices, — with 
entire  self-possession  and  perfect  knowledge." 

It  was  natural  for  many  who  had  been  bred  in  a 
reverence  for  the  old  school  of  criticism  to  consider 
me  presumptuous  in  declaring  my  scepticism  as  to 
the  authority  of  Steevens  and  of  Malone.  Probably, 
my  new-born  enthusiasm  carried  me  somewhat  too 
far.  I  accepted  as  a  seasonable  admonition  a  fi-iendly 
letter  from  Mr.  Rodd ;  "  Notwithstanding  all  their 
squabbles  among  themselves  and  abuse  of  each  other, 
the  dnlneaa  of  some  and  wildness  of  others,  I  con- 
sider them  as  a  whole  as  a  body  of  men  who  have 
rendered  singulai-  service  to  English  literature,  la 
their  readings  for  illustration  of  his  text,  they  have 
thrown  great  light  upon  our  national  history,  anti- 
quities and  language,  and  been  the  means  of  calling 
into  notice  several  good  authors  who  had  fallen  into 
unmerited  obscurity.  Let  me  beg  of  you  to  tread 
more  lightly  over  their  ashes  in  future."  But  I  was 
not  likely,  although  I  might  modify  my  future  ex- 
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presaions,  to  be  diverted  from  my  convictions  that  I 
had  chosen  the  right  path,  however  perplexed  it 
might  be.  I  had  abundant  encouvagement  in  my 
course.  Henry  Nelson  Coleridge  wrote  to  me  upon 
the  appearance  of  my  opening  number :  "  It  is  at 
once  a  beautiful  and  instimctive  edition  ;  indeed,  the 
first  in  the  country  conceived  in  a  right  spirit," 
Mra.  Jameson,  in  a  most  welcome  letter,  expressed 
her  entire  sympathy  with  my  opinions  :  "  I  thought 
I  had  well  studied  Shakspere  myself,  but  your 
edition  has  opened  fresh  sources  of  reflection  and 
infoiination."  My  old  friend.  Sir  Henry  Elhs,  prof- 
fered his  assistance,  and  sent  me  a  genuine  slice  of 
the  mulberry-tree  ■which  he  received  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Becket,  and  saw  it  cut  from  the  block  upon 
which  Garrick  had  himself  placed  hia  seal.  From 
Leigh  Hunt  1  received  a  letter,  irom  which  I  give 
an  extract,  very  characteristic  of  the  writer :  "  It 
rejoices  me  to  see  you  in  a  task  like  this,  because  it 
enables  you  to  live  in  a  world  which  belongs  to  you 
besides  the  world  of  business,  and  which  will  do  you 
as  much  good  as  I  believe  it  will  give  pleasure  and 
profit  to  the  reader.  To  live  with  Shakspere,  is  to 
breathe  at  once  the  sweetest  and  most  universal  ah' 
of  humanity."  I  could  multiply  these  testimonies  of 
kindness,  were  it  not  distasteful  to  me  to  appear 
like  my  own  eulogist. 

Offers  of  literary  j^sistance  in  my  undertaking 
reached  me  from  various  quarters.  I  had  originally 
hoped  for  much  direct  aid,  and  had  thought  that  my 
task  would  he  lightened  by  having  several  persons 
engaged  upon  vaiious  departments.  I  found  this 
idea,  with  two  exceptions — -music  and  costume— im- 
possible of  execution,   even    if  I    had   not    become 
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enamoured  of  my  work,  and  had  derived  from  it  a. 
solace  amidst  many  cares.  The  iabour  had  not 
wearied  me  when  I  had  completed  three-fourths  of 
my  undertaking.  In  a  postscript  to  my  sixth  volume, 
I  thus  expressed  my  feelings  :  "  It  is  now  somewhat 
more  than  three  years  since  I  commenced  the  pub- 
lication of  '  The  Pictorial  Edition  of  Shakspere,'  in 
Monthly  Parts ;  and  during  that  period  I  have  pro- 
duced a  Part  on  the  first  day  of  each  month,  with  one 
single  exception.  The  task  of  editing  this  work  has 
been  to  me  a  most  agi-eeable  one.  It  has  been  ab- 
sorbing enough  to  I'equire  my  daily  attention, — to 
occupy  my  habitual  thoughts, — to  shut  out  dark 
forebodings,— to  hghten  the  pressure  of  instant  evils. 
It  has  furnished  me  a  useful  and  honourable  occupa- 
tion, winch  has  not  been  less  zealously  pursued  be- 
cause it  was  associated  with  the  discharge  of  duties 
not  so  pleasurable.  I  have  worked  at  this  task  with 
a  full  consciousness  of  the  responsibility  which  lay 
upon  me ;  but  as  I  have  worked  in  the  spirit  of  love, 
that  consciousness  has  never  been  painful." 

The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona  was  printed  for  the 
first  time  in  the  folio  of  1623.  That  volume  also 
contained  eight  other  comedies,  three  histories,  and 
six  tragedies,  of  which  no  previous  edition  is  known. 
In  addition  to  these  eighteen  plays,  four  other 
comedies  were  there  first  printed  in  a  perfect  shape. 
I  had,  therefore,  ample  reason  for  considering  that 
fii-st  folio  as  standing  with  regard  to  half  of  Shak- 
spere's  plays  in  the  same  relation  to  the  text  as  the 
one  manuscript  of  an  ancient  author.  It  was  the 
only  accredited  C07n,plete  copy  of  four  more  of  his 
choicest  works.  I,  therefore,  from  the  first,  held  that 
for  three-fifths  of  Shakspere's  plays  that  folio  was 
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the  only  authoiity,  however  the  quartos  might  be 
advantageously  compared  with  ita  text  -with  regard 
to  the  other  two-fifths.  I  did  not  place  an  exclusive 
reliance,  as  I  have  often  been  accused  of  doing,  upon 
the  text  of  that  folio,  but  I  did  not  rely  by  preference 
upon  those  rare  quarto  morsels  which  the  editors  of 
the  first  folio  had  described  as  stolen  and  surreptitious 
copiea  Within  a  week  after  the  appearance  of  my 
fii-st  number,  I  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Wilson 
Croker,  which  went  to  confirm  me  in  ray  views  with 
regard  to  the  text.  He  says,  "  Let  me  tell  you  that 
many  years  ago  (near  forty  I  fear)  I  wrote  a  gi-eat 
many  pages  to  establish  the  principle  that  you  have 
adopted— the  paramount  authoiity  of  the  first  folio ; 
and,  as  well  as  I  can  recoUect,  I  went  through  the 
whole  of  Macbeth  to  prove  my  position,  I  know  not 
whether  my  MS.  is  in  existence,  I  rather  fear  not,  as 
I  have  not  seen  it  for  near  thirty  years,  but  it  may 
be  in  some  boxes  of  old  papers  which  are  in  a  lumber 
room,  and  I  will  have  it  looked  for.  If  I  find  it,  and 
that  it  contains  anything  worth  copying,  you  shall 
have  it.  Perhaps,  also,  I  may  be  able  now  and  then 
to  give  you  some  hints  which  may  be  worth  your 
consideration."  My  old  friend,  Dr.  Maginn,  in  a 
letter  of  the  ISth  of  November,  showed  that  he  held 
the  first  folio  in  the  same  respect  as  I  did  myself, 
but  was  inclined  to  treat  that  and  all  other  authori- 
ties with  a  licence  that  appeared  to  me  somewhat 
dangerous  :  "  I  have  not  any  Shakespeare  collections 
by  me,  though  I  once  made  a  considerable  number 
of  notes  with  a  view  of  giving  an  edition,  not  of  the 
kind  you  are  publishing,  but  merely  critical  with 
reference  piiucipally  to  the  state  of  the  text.  I  con- 
sider with  you  the  first  folio  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a 
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MS.,  and  therefore  to  be  kept  always  primarily  in 
view,  not  of  course  neglecting  the  second  folio,  and 
the  quartos ;  but  having  been  reared  in  a  school  of 
criticism  in  which  even  MSS.  themselves  are  used, 
not  worshipped,  I  have  no  objection  to  wielding  the 
hook  in  a  manner  which  you  would  perhaps  consider 
as  slashing  as  that  of  Bentley  himself" 

Having  thus  taken  up  my  position  with  regard  to 
the  text,  I  went  on  fearlessly  and  consistently.  I 
prefen-ed  perhaps  a  little  too  exclusively  the  autho- 
rity of  the  folio.  I  often  adopted  the  text  of  a  reli- 
able quarto,  always  pointing  out  the  discrepancies  of 
the  two  editions.  But  I  utterly  rejected  the  principle 
of  making  a  hash  out  of  two  texts,  which  had  been 
the  conunon  practice  of  the  variorum  editors.  To 
decide  amidst  various  readings  was  really  a  much 
more  difficult  task  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  than  it 
would  be  now,  did  the  text  remain  precisely  in  the 
state  in  which  it  was  when  I  began  my  labours. 
There  did  not  then  exist  such  a  perfect,  I  might 
almost  say  such  a  wondei-ful  help  to  memory  as  Mi-s. 
Cowden  Clai'ke'e  Concordance.  Ayscough's  Index 
was  exceedingly  imperfect  and  iil-arranged.  The 
"Verba!  Index"  of  Tiviss — two  rare  volumes,  which 
cost  me  three  or  four  guineas — was  a  book  that  was 
to  me  a  perpetual  source  of  perplexity,  for  the  refer- 
ences of  a  single  woid  to  a  hundi-ed  diiferent  places, 
without  the  slightest  key  to  its  use  and  significance, 
led  me  into  a  labyrinth  whose  darkness  it  was  im- 
possible to  penetrate.  Honoured  be  the  untiring 
industry  and  correct  judgment  of  that  lady,  who 
came  too  late  to  assist  me  in  my  first  edition,  but 
who  has  ever  since  been  my  reliable  aid  whenever  I 
was  engaged  in  a  critical  study  of  Shakspere. 
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My  contimions  work  had  sometimes  relief  when 
questions  arose  which  were  of  a  more  novel  and 
exciting  character  than  textual  com.menta.ry  or  even 
sesthetical  cnticism.  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor 
took  me  hack  into  the  old  scenes  of  my  childhood, 
which  I  retraced  in  companionship  with  one  whose 
mind  was  as  natural  and  genial  as  his  landscapes  axe 
pure  and  truthful  Thomas  Creswick  and  his  wife 
spent  a  few  weeks  with  us  in  a  cottage  at  Salt  Hill, 
A  short  walk  took  the  pauiter  with  his  sketch  book, 
and  the  editor,  with  his  unwritten  knowledge  of  old 
familiar  haunts,  into  Windsor,  and  there  we  might 
trace  the  misfortunes  of  Falstaff,  aa  he  was  carried 
"  in  the  name  of  foul  clothes  to  Datchet  Lane,"  and 
thence  "  slighted  into  the  river  where  the  shore  was 
shelvy  and  narrow."  "About  the  fields  through 
Frogmore  "  suggested  a  stroll  in  another  direction,  to 
find  a  fit  locahty  for  the  farm-honse  where  Ann  Page 
was  "a  feasting."  The  Windsor  town  of  mediaeval 
architecture  was  to  he  imagined,  but  the  position 
of  its  streets  with  reference  to  the  Castle  could  be 
well  defined.  Mr.  Creswick's  charming  designs  made 
the  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor  the  gem  of  the  come- 
dies in  my  edition.  But  as  if  Shakspere,  the  "  gentle 
Shakspere,"  was  to  be  always  provocative  of  contro- 
versy, I  became  involved  in  the  discussion  of  the 
very  doubtful  question  whether  Heme's  Oak  existed 
or  had  been  cut  down.  The  subject  is  stated  so  fuUy 
in  my  original  edition,  and,  with  some  additional 
matter,  in  the  i-evised  issue  of  the  Pictorial  Shakspere 
now  publishing,  that  it  is  scarcely  necessaiy  to  add 
anything  to  my  details  of  the  evidence  regarding 
the  controverted  points  between  Mr.  Jesse  and  the 
"Quai-terly  Review,"  beyond  printing  here  an  extract 
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of  a  letter  to  me  from  Mr.  Croker,  of  the  13th  of 
January,  1S42  ; — ■ 

"  Your  dissertation  on  Heme's  Oak  is  conclusive 
against  Mr.  Jesse's  fable,  but  there  is  one  point  of 
that  fable,  of  the  error  of  which  you  cannot  be  ap- 
prised. Mr.  Jesse  admits  that  George  IV.  frequently 
stated  that '  George  III.  had  cut  down  the  tree  sup- 
posed to  be  Heme's  oak ; '  but  that  '  he  always 
added  iJiat  it  was  not  so.'  Now  I  was  the  person  to 
whom  George  IV.  told  the  whole  story,  and  I  told  it, 
many  years  ago,  to  Mr.  Jesse,  to  whom  it  was  then 
new,  and  I  can  assert  that  George  IV.  never  added 
anything  like  what  Mr.  Jesse  has  stated,  but  quite 
the  reverse.  I  know  not  from  whom  else  Mr.  Jesse 
might .  afterwards  have  heai-d  the  story,  nor  with 
what  additions ;  but  his  statement  that  George  IV. 
always  told  the  story  with  the  addition  in  question, 
is  assuredly  not  the  fact,  for  he  did  not  so  tell  it  me, 
and  Mr.  Jesse  first  heard  the  story  from  me  without 
any  such  addition.  Mr.  Jesse  asked  me  to  allow  him 
to  print  my  ver-sion  of  the  story — not  at  that  time 
stating  that  he  had  heard  any  other  version — but 
this  I  refused,  out  of  dehcacy  to  George  IV.,  who,  I 
think,  was  still  ahve,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  Royal 
family,  for  the  fact  is,  that  George  lY.  told  me  the 
stoiy  as  a  proof  that  his  father's  mental  disorder  had 
shown  itself  earher  than  was  generally  known  ;  amd 
all  the  circumstances  of  £he  anecdote — and  thej  ai-e 
very  cwioiw— tended  to  show  that  this  cutting  down 
of  the  tree  was  an  act  of  temporary  dei'angement. 
So  much  for  my  share  in  Mr.  Jesse's  stoiy.  In  1838 
George  IV.  and  even  William  lY.  were  dead,  and  I 
thought  I  might,  without  impropriety,  set  the 
substance   of  the    matter   right    in    the    'Quarterly 
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Review,'  which  I  did  in  the  passage  you  hava 
quoted." 

During  my  editorial  employment  upon  Twelfth 
!Night,  I  was  led  into  considerations  with  regard  to 
Shakapere's  domestic  character  by  the  perusal  of  Mr. 
De  Quince/e  Life  of  Shakspere  in  a  Part  of  the 
"  Encyclopeedia  Bi-itannica"  which  had  jnst  then 
appeared.  My  logical  friend  had  taken  up  the  no- 
tion that  a  passage  in  Twelfth  Night  was  a  pathetic 
counsel  of  the  poet  in  his  maturest  years  "  against 
the  errors  into  which  his  own  inexperience  had  been 
ensnared."  Ho  maintains  that  when  the  duke  says 
to  the  pretended  Cesario — 

"  Than  let  thy  love  be  younser  than  thyself, 
Or  tliy  affection  cannot  hold  the  bent," 

Shakspere  intends  to  notice  the  disparity  of  yeai-s 
between  himself  and  his  wife.  Mr.  De  Quincey's 
theoiy  that  Shakspere's  married  life  was  one  of  un- 
happiness,  was  suppoited  by  the  dictum  of  Malone 
in  1780,  who  first  dragged  a  passage  of  Shakspere's 
Will  into  light,  to  prove  that  in  this,  his  last  solemn 
act,  the  wife  of  the  rich  player  of  Stratfoiii  had  not 
wholly  escaped  his  memory ;  but,  as  more  strongly 
to  mark  how  little  he  esteemed  her,  he  had  "  cut  her 
off,  not  indeed  with  a  shilling,  but  with  an  old  bed." 
Steevens  considered  the  bequest  of  the  second  best 
bed  as  "  a  mark  of  peculiai-  tenderness,"  and  assumed 
that  she  was  provided  for  by  a  settlement,  It  cer- 
tainly occurred  to  me  that  such  conjectui-es  and 
inferences  were  a  mere  waste  of  words.  I  had  made 
what  the  critical  solvere  of  historical  puzzles  call  a 
discovery.  Well  do  I  remember  the  glee  with  which, 
having  written   the  following  paragraph,   I  showed 


Hosted  by  Google 


THE  SECOND  EPOCH.  395 

it  to  my  dear  friend,  Mr,  Thomas  Clarke,  a  sound 
lawyer,  who  confirmed  my  opinion,  as  fully  as  did 
Mr.  Long  and  Mr.  Hill,  with  whom  I  subsequently 
discussed  the  matter.  "  Shakspere  knew  the  law  of 
England  better  than  his  legal  commentatoi-s.  His 
estates,  with  the  exception  of  a  eopyhold  tenement, 
expressly  mentioned  in  his  will,  were  freehold.  His 
WIFE  WAS  ENTITLED  TO  DowER,  She  was  provided 
for  amply,  hy  the  clear  a/nd  v/ndeniable  operatwn. 
of  the  English  law.  Of  the  houses  and  gardens 
which  Shakspere  inherited  from  his  father,  she  was  as- 
sured of  the  life-interest  of  a  third,  should  she  survive 
her  husband,  the  instant  that  old  John  Shakspere 
died.  Of  the  capital  messuage,  called  Now  Place, 
the  best  house  in  Stratford,  which  Shakspere  pur- 
chased in  1597,  she  was  assured  of  the  same  life- 
interest,  from  the  moment  of  the  conveyance,  pro- 
vided it  was  a  direct  conveyance  to  her  husband. 
That  it  was  so  conveyed,  we  may  infer  from  the 
tei-ms  of  the  conveyance  of  the  lands  in  Old  Strat- 
ford, and  other  places,  which  were  purchased  by 
Shakspere  in  1602,  and  were  then  convoyed  '  to  the 
onlye  proper  use  and  behoofe  of  the  saide  WiUiara 
Shakespere,  his  heires  and  assignes  for  ever.'  Of  a 
lifo-intereat  in  a  third  of  those  lands  also  was  she 
assured.  The  tenement  in  Blackfriars,  purchased  in 
1614,  was  conveyed  to  Shakspere  and  three  other 
persons,  and  after  his  death  was  re-conveyed  by 
those  persons  to  the  uses  of  his  will,  '  for  and  in  per- 
formance of  the  confidence  and  trust  in  them  reposed 
by  William  Shakespeare  deceased.'  In  this  estate, 
certainly,  the  widow  of  our  poet  had  not  dower." 

In   the  postscript  to  Twelfth  Night,  I  had  said, 
adverting  to  a  letter  printed   by  Mr.  Collier  in  his 
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"  New  Facts,"  "  There  was  one  who  knew  Shalispere 
well — who,  iilustiiouB  as  he  was  by  birth  and  station, 
does  not  hesitate  to  call  him,  one  of  the  poor  players 
of  Blackfriars,  'my  especial  friend' — who  testifies 
decidedly  enough  to  the  public  estimation  of  his 
domestic  conduct."  That  letter  purported  to  have 
been  written  in  1608  by  Lord  Southampton  to  Lord 
Chancellor  Ellesmere.  I  must  give  another  extract 
from  Mr.  Ookei-'s  correspondence  with  me  on  the 
subject  of  Shakspere,  to  show  how  carefully  this 
friend  watched  my  progress,  and  with  what  critical 
acumen  he  anticipated  the  objections  of  the  present 
day  to  discoveries  of  this  apocryphal  character.  "  I 
observe  you  quote  and  rely  upon  the  letter  signed 
'  H,  S.'  discovei-ed  among  Lord  Ellesmere's  papers 
by  Mr.  Collier.  If  that  letter  be  genuine  I  must 
plead  guilty  to  a  great  want  of  critical  sagacity,  for 
somehow  it  smacks  to  me  of  modem  inveuti<in,  and 
all  my  reoonaideration  of  the  subject,  and  some  other 
circumstances  which  have  since  struck  me,  con'obo- 
rate  my  doubts,  Mr.  Collier  is,  of  course,  above  all 
suspicion  of  having  any  hand  in  a  fabrication,  but  it 
appears  that  one  person  at  least,  and  perhaps  more, 
ha<l  access  to  the  papers  before  him,  though  it  would 
seem  that  the  particular  bundle  appeared  not  to 
have  been  opened  since  it  was  first  tied  up.  In 
short,  I  see  such  strong  external  evidence  of  authen- 
ticity, and,  on  the  other  hand,  such  internal  evidence 
(in    my  judgment)    of  the    contrary,   that    I    am 


In  the  spring  of  1841  I  commenced  the  publica- 
tion of  "Knight's  Store  of  Knowledge  for  all 
Readers" — a  sei-ies  of  original  treatises  by  various 
authors.     It  was  issued  in  weekly  numbers  at  two- 
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pence.  The  first  and  second  numbers  were  de- 
voted to  Shakspere  and  his  writings,  and  they  bore 
my  name  as  their  author.  At  this  period  I  had 
finished  six  volumes  of  the  Pictorial  Shakspere,  and 
the  seventh,  consisting  of  the  doubtful  plays  and 
poems,  was  being  printed.  I  had  not  yet  commenced 
writing  the  biography,  but  I  had  collected  various 
materials  for  that  object ;  had  visited  Stratford,  and 
had  inspected  several  documents  preserved  there.  I 
was  thus  prepared  to  write  the  papers  in  the  "  Store 
of  Knowledge,"  with  many  new  materials,  and  a 
tolerably  complete  acquaintance  with  whatever  had 
been  published  of  this  very  obscure  life.  That  this 
unpretending  production  of  mine  had  supplied  a 
want,  I  was  assured  iu  a  letter  which  I  have  before 
me  from  John  Sterling,  written  in  February,  1842, 
when  he  was  staying  at  Falmouth.  He  thanks  me 
for  the  pleasure  and  instruction  furnished  by  the 
fii-st  volume  of  my  new  edition  of  Shakspere — "  The 
Library  Edition,"  published  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1842, — and  he  then  adds, "  I  had  previously  read  with 
great  delight  yom-  convincing  and  comprehensive 
Life  of  the  Poet  in  the  '  Store  of  Knowledge.'  I  was 
charmed  to  find  so  much  external  evidence  for  a 
view  which  the  study  of  his  style — so  richly  covipo- 
^e— must  have  more  or  less  obscurely  suggested  to 
all  intelligent  readei's."  The  praise  of  such  a  man 
furnished  ample  encouragement  to  me  to  devote  my 
best  exertions  to  the  completion  of  the  "  Biography  " 
which  I  had  announced.  The  outUne  in  the  "  Store 
of  Knowledge  "  embodied,  with  slight  variations,  the 
general  view  which  I  subsequently  elaborated.  As 
those  papera  have  probably  passed  into  oblivion,  I 
shall   here    attempt    a    vciy   brief    analysis    of  the 
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portions  in  which  I  expressed  my  strong  objections, 
or  grave  doubts,  as  to  much  that  had  been  previously 
given  to  the  world  as  the  authentic  facts  of  Shak- 
spere's  life.  My  discovery  as  to  his  wife's  dower, 
had  perhaps  made  me  a  little  too  sceptical — perhaps 
a  little  too  rash,  in  regard  to  many  of  the -stories 
embodied  in  the  elaborate  "Life  of  WiUiam  Shak- 
speare,"  by  Edmund  Malone,  which  occupies  nearly 
three  hundred  pages  of  the  edition  of  1821.  I  had 
carried  that  volume  with  me  to  Stratford  in  my  first 
visit  just  noticed  ;  and  during  my  few  days'  sojourn 
there,  had  made  many  marginal  notes,  for  the  most 
part  recordii^  my  first  doubts  of  the  received  biogra- 
phies. At  the  head  of  the  section  in  which  it  is 
attempted  to  prove  that  Shakspere's  father  was  an 
impoverished  and  dishonoured  man,  I  find  written, 
"  It  appears  to  me  that  all  this  may  be  pounded  into 
nothing." 

About  six  months  afterwards,  I  published  in  my 
Pictorial  Edition,  an  "Illustration  of  the  Sonnets." 
In  this  elaborate  analysis  I  worked  out  my  tlieory 
that  the  poems  of  Shakspere,  which  Meres  had,  in 
1598,  termed  his  "sugared  sonnets,"  amongst  his 
private  friends,  when  published  as  "never  before 
imprinted,"  in  160&,  "  were  a  collection  of  '  Sibylline 
leaves'  rescued  from  the  perish ableness  of  their  writ- 
ten state,  by  some  person  who  had  access  to  the  high 
and  brilliant  circle  in  which  Shalispere  was  esteemed ; 
and  that  this  pei-son's  scrap-book,  neceesaiily  imper- 
fect and  pretending  to  no  order,  found  its  way  to  the 
hands  of  a  bookseller,  who  was  too  happy  to  give  to 
that  age  what  its  most  distinguished  man  had  written 
at  vaiious  periods,  for  his  own  amusement,  and  for 
the  gratification  of  his  '  private  friends.'  " 
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I  commenced  the  composition  of  "  William  Shak- 
spere,  a  Biography,"  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  in  the 
aummer  of  1S42.  The  first  book,  compi-ising  about 
half  the  volume,  was  published  in  November  of  that 
year.  This  portion  embraces  the  scanty  materials 
for  a  life  of  Shakspere  properly  so  called,  up  to  the 
period  when  he  left  Stratford  to  enter  upon  his  dra- 
matic career  in  London.  But  I  endeavoured  to 
associate  Shakspere  with  the  circumstances  around 
him,  in  a  manner  which  might  fix  them  in  the  mind 
of  the  reader  by  exciting  his  interest.  I  might  have 
accomplished  the  same  end  by  somewhat  extending 
the  notice  in  the  "Storo  of  Knowledge,"  accompanied 
by  a  History  of  Manners  and  Customs,  a  History 
of  the  Stage,  &c.,  &a  The  form  of  my  biography 
might  appear  fanciful.  It  has  been  called  by  a 
pi-osaic  critic  a  burlesque.  But  the  narrative  essen- 
tially rested  upon  facts,  and  if  criticism  required  me 
to  move  in  the  old  tramway,  I  was  content  to  have 
chosen  a  byway  more  circuitous,  but  probably  more 
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j  HE  "Penny  Cyciopasdia"  was  finished  in 
twenty-SGven  volumes,  in  the  spring  of 
18i4.  The  notion  of  a  Snpplement  had 
not  then  been  matured.  The  work  waa 
deemed  complete,  as  far  as  the  efforts  of  the  editor 
and  his  contributors  could  keep  pace  with  the  rapid 
march  of  invention,  the  improvements  of  legislation, 
and  the  onward  rush  of  every  department  of 
knowledge.  It  is  in  the  veiy  nature  of  such  works  that 
they  must  be  to  some  extent  imperfect.  Not  Argus 
with  his  hundred  eyea  could  note  down  all  the  me- 
tamorphoses of  Time,  the  great  magician,  as  he  calls 
them  into  life. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  this  labour  of  eleven  years, 
I  received  an  honour  upon  which  T  look  back  as  one 
of  my  unalloyed  "  Pleasures  of  Memory."  It  comes 
before  me  now  \vith  the  vagueness  of  an  ^-eeable 
dream.  To  give  some  precision  to  my  recollections,  a 
friend  transaibed  for  me,  from  the  vast  file  of  news- 
papers in  the  British  Museum,  some  paragraphs 
from  those  of  June,  1844.  I  will  give  one  from 
the  "Athenffium"  of  the  15th  of  that  month: 
"  Change  is  our  order- — the  order  of  the  nineteenth 
centuiy ;  and,  in  marking  progress,  we  may  record 
here  that  authors  and  publishers  soem  about  to 
'handy-dandy,' — and  that  the  contributors  to  the 
*  Penny    Cyclopiedia,'    and    some    personal    friends, 
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have  given  Mr.  Charlea  Knight  a  sumptuous  enter- 
tainment at  the  Albion  Tavern,  on  the  completion  of 
that  work."  The  word  "handy-dandy"  may  send 
w.y  readers  to  their  Shakspere  : — "  Change  places,  and 
handy-dandy,  which  is  the  justice,  which  is  the 
thief?"  This  were  an  unsavoury  allusion  to  the 
change  indicated  above ;  if  there  were  any  meaning 
intended.  But  perhaps  the  "  Athenseum"  had  turned 
to  Todd's  "Johnson,"  and  had  there  found  this  de- 
finition :  "  A  play  amongst  children,  in  which  some- 
thing is  shaken  between  two  hands,  and  then  a  guess 
is  made  in  which  hand  it  is  retained."  There  was 
little  of  the  material  reward  of  industry  to  be  retained 
in  my  palm  had  ■'it  been  ever  so  "itching  ; "  and  this 
my  "authors"  knew.  But  when  one  individual 
amongst  "  publishers  "  received  such  an  unusual  com- 
pliment as  was  bestowed  upon  me,  I  trast  that  I  may 
regard  the  circumstance  in  the  spirit  of  the  "Athe- 
nseum "— a«  "  marking  progress  "  in  the  relations  be- 
tween two  classes  that  were  generally  considered 
natural  enemies,  but  whose  interests  are  identical  and 
ought  never  to  be  separated. 

Upon  reflection,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  seemly 
in  me  to  present  my  own  recollections  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  this  dinner.     Nor  conld  I  faithfully 
do  so.     I  was  at  once  joyous  and  frightened  in  my 
novel  position.      As   to   remembering  what  I  said 
myself,  in  returning  thanks,  it  comoa  before  me  "like 
a  tangled  chain."     One  thing  I  recollect.     I  quoted 
from  Joan  of  Arc's  speech  in  Henry  VI. 
"  Gloiy  is  like  a  circle  in  ths  water. 
Which  nevBT  eeasetli  to  enlarge  itself. 
Till  by  broad  spreading  it  dispurKe  to  nongbt. " 

And  then  I  ejaculated  "not  so  knowledge." 
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Bui,  I  must  give  some  relation  of  tliis  dinner ;  and 
I  therefore  blend  portions  of  the  reports  of  "The 
limes "  and  the  "  Morning  Chronicle,"  without  any 
deviation  of  phrase. 

"  On  the  suggestion  of  several  enjiiient  persons, 
it  was  proposed  to  give  an  entertainment  to  Mr. 
Knight,  in  celebration  of  the  successful  completion 
of  the  "  Penny  Cyclopaedia,"  and  to  express  their 
sense  of  the  value  and  usefulness  of  the  literary  un- 
dertakings in  which  he  has  been  engaged  as  editor  or 
publisher.  Accordingly  a  large  party  met  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  at  the  Albion  Tavern. 

"  The  Chair  was  taken  by  Lord  Brougham ;  and 
amongst  the  company  assembled  were  Lord  Wrot- 
tesley,  the  liev.  Mr.  Jones  the  tithe  commissioner. 
Ml-.  Bellenden  Ker,  Mr.  John  Lefevre,  Mr.  Parkes, 
Professor  Key,  Professor  Long,  Mi-.  M.  D.  Hill,  Mr. 
Clu-istie,  M.  P.,  Mr.  Cha(iwick,  Mr.  Porter  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  a  host  of  hterary  and  scientific 
gentlemen,  as  well  as  influential  individuals  con- 
nected with  the  publishing  world. 

"Lord  Brougham,  in  proposing  the  health  of  Mr, 
Knight,  dwelt  on  the  various  services  which,  in  con- 
,  neetion  with  the  Useful  Knowledge  Society,  he  had 
been  enabled  to  render  towards  the  advancement  of 
society  in  moral  as  well  as  intellectual  knowledge  ; 
pointed  out  especially  the  great  service  he  did  to  the 
state  in  writing  and  publishing  his  two  httle  works, 
"The  Rights  of  Lidustiy"  and  "The  Results  of 
Machinoi-y" — two  publications  which,  at  a  time  of 
great  public  excitement,  were  eminently  conducive 
to  allaying  the  reckless  spirit  which,  in  1830,  was 
leading  multitudes  to  destroy  property  and  break 
up  machines.     He  also  pointed  out  what  Mr.  Knight 
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Lad  done  in  editing  and  illustrating  Shabspere ;  in 
the  projection  and  carrying  on  of  the  '  Penny  Ma- 
gazine ; '  and  the  completion  of  the  '  Penny  Cj- 
cloptedia.' 

"  Mr.  Knight's  health  was  drunk  with  much  enthu- 
siasm, and  he  returned  thanks  in  a  very  expressive 
manner,  modestly  ui^ng  the  greater  services  of  Pro- 
fessor Long,  the  editor,  in  the  completion  of  the 
'  Penny  Cydopiedia.'  The  Chaii-man,  after  tendering 
apologies  for  the  absence  of  Lord  Denman,  Loid 
John  Russell,  and  Dr.  Lushington,  proposed  the 
health  of  Professor  Long,  who  duly  returned  thanks, 
and  called  on  the  assembly  to  thank  the  contributors 
whose  valuable  aid  he  had  received.  After  a  few 
words  from  Professor  Key,  Mr.  "Weir  proposed  the 
Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  TJscful  Knowledge,  to 
which  Lord  Wrottesley  responded. 

"  Some  excellent  speeches  were  made  during  the 
evening,  especially  one  by  Mr.  M.  D,  Hdl,  who 
pointed  out  that  the  '  Pictorial  History  of  England,' 
projected  by  Mr.  Knight,  had  realised  a  long-cherished 
idea,  that  of  seeing  a  history  of  England  which  would 
make  the  people  and  the  'progress  of  national  insti- 
tutions a  prominent  feature.  To  this  toast^  Mr, 
Craik  responded.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  who  proposed 
the  health  of  Lord  Brougham,  was  warmly  applauded 
in  declaring  that  neither  the  Church  nor  religion  had 
anything  to  fear  from  the  spread  of  usefud  knowledge, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  its  diffusion  was  tributary  to  the 
highest  and  best  interests  of  mankind." 

In  connection  with  the  paragraph  respecting  the 
dinner  at  the  Albion  which  I  have  quoted  from  the 
"  Athenfeum,"  was  the  following  notice  : — "  Wo  may 
add,  as  equally  significant   of  the   change   that  is 
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coming  over  the  spirit  of  the  age,  that  Her  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  signify,  through  Sir  Henry 
Wheatley,  her  desu-e  that  copies  of  Mr.  Knights 
forthcoming  puhlications,  entitled  KnigMs  Weekly 
VoVwine,  should  be  supplied  to  the  libraries  esta- 
blished at  all  the  pala<;es." 

The  "  cliange  that  is  coming  over  the  spirit  of  the 
age"  had  probably  some  regard  to  times  happily  long 
past,  when  bterature  was  the  toy  of  a  king  and  his 
courtesans,  or  the  scorn  of  another  crowned  head  who 
hated  "  Boets  and  Bainters."  There  was  a  period 
nearer  to  our  own  when  the  great  were  considei-ed 
the  exclusive  patrons  of  letters.  Queen  Victoria 
upheld  "the  spirit  of  the  age"  in  her  gracious  sup- 
port of  a  aeries  of  books  professedly  cheaper  than 
any  collection  that  had  previously  existed.  The 
undertaking  had  sevei'al  features  of  novelty,  and  of 
general  interest.  I  was  proud  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Queen.  Perhaps  I  was  equally  pleased  with  the 
encom-agement  I  received  from  a  distinguished  writer, 
with  whom  I  had  not  then  the  happiness  of  that  inti- 
mate acquaintance  which  I  have  subsequently  enjoyed. 
On  the  4th  of  June,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr, 
Charles  Dickens,  who  had  seen  my  Prospectus,  and 
pronounced  "the  whole  scheme  full  of  the  highest 
interest."  He  adds : — "  If  I  can  ever  be  of  the 
feeblest  use  in  advancing  a  project  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  an  end  on  which  my  heart  is  set — ^the 
liberal  education  of  the  people — 1  shall  be  sincerely 
glad.     All  good  wislies  and  success  attend  you." 

The  prospectus  to  which  Mr.  Dickens  refers  was 
entitled  "  Book-CIubs  for  all  Readers."  It  set  forth 
that  one  of  the  first  attempts,  and  it  was  a  successful 
one,  to  establish  a  cheap  Book-Club  was  made  by 
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Robert  Buma.  He  had  founded  a  Society  at  Tarbol- 
ton,  called  the  Ba^holors'  Club,  which  met  monthly 
for  the  purposes  of  discussion  and  conversation.  But 
this  was  a  club  without  books  ;  for  the  fines  levied 
upon  the  inembei-s  were  spent  in  conviviality.  Having 
changed  his  residence  to  Mauchline,  a  similar  club 
was  established  there,  but  with  one  important  altera- 
tion : — the  fines  were  set  apart  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  and  the  first  work  bought  was  "  The  Mirror," 
by  Henry  Mackenzie.  The  prospectus  went  on  to 
notice  that,  in  1825,  Mr.  Brougham,  in  his  "  Practical 
Observations  upon  the  Education  of  the  People,"  had 
maintained  that  Book-Olubs  or  Reading  Societies 
might  be  established  by  small  numbers  of  contribu- 
tors, and  would  require  only  an  inconsiderable  fund. 
He  says — ^having  mentioned  a  few  works  which  were 
then  in  existence — "  I  would  here  remark  tho  great 
effect  of  combination  upon  such  plans,  in  making  the 
money  of  individuals  go  far.  Three-halfpence  a  week, 
laid  by  in  a  whole  family,  will  enable  it  to  purchase 
in  a  year  one  of  the  cheap  volumes  of  which  I  have 
spoken  above ;  and  a  penny  a  week  would  be  sufficient, 
were  the  publications  made  as  cheap  as  possible.  Now, 
let  only  a  few  neighbours  join,  say  ten  or  twelve,  and 
lend  each  other  the  books  bought,  and  it  is  evident 
that,  for  a  price  so  small  as  to  be  within  the  reach  of 
the  poorest  labourer,  aU  may  have  full  as  many  books 
in  the  course  of  the  yeai'  as  it  is  possible  for  them  to 
read,  even  supposing  that  the  books  bought  by  every 
one  are  not  such  as  all  the  others  desire  to  have." 

The  publications  which  I  proposed  to  make  "as 
cheap  as  possible,"  would  enable  a  family  to  purchase 
four  separate  books  at  the  end  of  a  year  by  laying  by 
a  penny  a  week.     But  if  twelve  neighbours,  or  twelve 
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fellow-workmen,  or  twelve  apprenticas,  or  twelve 
school  boys,  were  to  form  a  book-club  to  which  each 
should  contribute  a  penny  a  week,  the  association 
would  find  itself  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  possession 
Df  fifty-two  of  "Knight's  Weekly  Volumes,"  to  be 
preserved  as  a  Joint-Stock  Library,  or  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder,  according  to  the  plan  of  expensive 
Book-CInbs.  ,  The  first  "  Weekly  Volume  "  was  pub- 
lished on  the  39th  of  June,  1844. 

The  series  of  the  "  Weekly  Volume  "  was  com- 
menced with  a  book  written  by  myself,  "  William 
Caston,  the  first  English  Printer,  a  Biography." 
During  the  course  of  two  years,  one  hundred  and 
five  volumes  were  issued  regularly,  the  weekly 
publication  not  having  been  omitted  in  a  single 
instance.  Tho  subjects  had  always  been  selected 
upon  a  plan  which  had  (in  the  course  of  this  time) 
attained  a  certain  completeness  ;  and  a  little  library 
having  been  formed,  equally  suited  to  Book  Clubs 
and  private  purchasers,  it  was  unnecessary  to  con- 
tinue the  publication  at  the  rapid  rate  which  had 
been  previously  thought  desirable.  The  "Weekly 
Volume  "  then  became  the  "  Shilling  Volume,"  In 
the  monthly  issue  it  was  continued  for  two  more 
years.  I  shall  have  occasion  briefly  to  refer  to  the 
series  in  the  next  epoch  of  my  "Working  Life,"  for 
some  books  of  original  value  were  comprised  in  it, 
and  their  writei^s  merit  especial  mention.  The 
editorial  conduct  of  tho  Series  was  to  me  a  labour  of 
love.  The  success,  and  the  reputation  which  it 
acquired,  compensated  me  for  the  falling  off  in  the 
demand  for  the  "Penny  Magazine,"  for  which  there 
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were  many  causes ;  particularly  the  extended  sale  of 
newspapera,  and  the  application  of  wood-engraYings 
to  their  illustration.  To  close  the  stoiy  of  my 
literary  connection  with  the  Society  for  the  Diffu- 
sion of  Useful  Knowledge,  I  will  here  advert  to 
the  last  days  of  the  popular  misceUajiy  upon  which 
I  had  laboured  for  fourteen  years. 

The  "Penny  Magazine"  of  the  Society  for  the 
Diffusion  of  Usefnl  Knowledge  terminated  on  the 
27th  of  December,  1845.  In  1S41,  aiter  the  pub- 
lication of  nine  volumes  of  the  original  form  and 
character,  a  second  series  was  issued,  which  is 
comprised  in  five  volumes.  I  may  truly  say  that 
the  object  of  the  change  was  to  present  to  a  public 
which  had  been  advancing  in  education,  a  Miscellany 
of  a  higher  character  than  the  first  series.  The 
engravings  were  superior ;  the  writing  was  less 
"  ramble- scramble."  There  were  a  series  of  articles 
on  the  great  Italian  painters,  by  Mrs.  Jameson. 
During  three  years  the  factories  of  London  and  the 
country  were  visited  by  Mr.  Dodd  and  a  competent 
artist,  to  provide  descriptions  of  all  oui-  great  manu- 
factories. Mr.  Thome  wrote  papers  of  a  topogra- 
phical nature,  which  indicated  the  talent  and 
knowledge  which  he  would  subsequently  display 
in  "Rambles  by  Elvers."  Mr.  Saunders  wrote  a 
series  of  clever  articles  on  "  The  Canterbury  Tales." 
And  yet  the  sale  fell  off.  The  superintendence  of 
the  Society  had  merged  in  my  individual  responsi- 
bdity  as  editor  when  I  announced  a  new  "Penny 
Magazine."  It  was  thenceforth  to  be  chiefly  a 
magi^ne  of  reading  ;  woodcuts  no  longer  continuing 
to  be  the  prominent  feature  in  the  work.  I  took 
a  zealous  Interest  in  this  little  Miscellany.     In  the 
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first  number  I  republished  one  of  Praed's  charmiBg 
Enigmas,  with  an  illustratioQ  by  Harvey.  I  also 
then  commenced  a  scries  entitled  "  The  Caricaturist's 
Portrait  Gallery."  John  Wilkes,  by  Hogarth  ; 
Charles  Churchill,  by  Hogarth ;  Lord  North,  as  the 
State-Coachman  asleep ;  Burire  thi-owing  down  the 
Dagger — these,  with  brief  biographical  notices,  con- 
stituted a  novel  feature,  which  I  would  recommend 
some  weekly  or  monthly  provider  of  light  literature 
to  take  up.  Of  Praed's  Enigmas  I  published 
fourteen.  In  the  desire  to  prevent  the  memory  of 
my  early  friend  from  falling  into  oblivion  amongst 
a  new  generation,  I  gave  "  Some  Specimens  "  of  his 
writings  in  addition,  with  a  brief  memoir.  In  1839 
this  exti-aoi-dinary  genius  died  in  the  prime  of  life, 
"  Knight's  Penny  Magazine,"  as  the  miscellany 
which  commenced  in  January,  18i6,  was  called,  had 
a  short  existence.  In  the  sixth  monthly  part,  I  thus 
announced  its  discontinuance  :  "  The  present  Series 
of  the  'Penny  Magazine'  is  closed  after  an  experi- 
ment of  only  six  months.  The  Editor  has  no  reason 
to  complain  of  the  want  of  public  encouragement,  for 
the  sale  of  this  Series  has  exceeded  that  of  its 
predecessor  in  1845.  But  the  sale,  such  as  it  is,  is 
scarcely  remunerating ;  and  there  are  indications 
that  it  may  decline  rather  than  increase.  This  is  a 
hint  which  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  shall  not  be  said 
of  his  humble  efforts  to  continue,  upon  an  equahty 
with  the  best  of  his  contemporaries,  a  publication 
which  once  had  a  decided  pre-eminence,  that 

'  Snperfin<ras  lags  the  veteran  on  the  etsgo." 

He  leaves  this  portion  of  popular  literature  to  be 
cultivated  by  those  whose  new  energy  may  be  worth 
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more  than  his  old  experieuce  The  '  Penny  Maga- 
zine '  shall  begin  and  end  with  him.  It  shall  not 
pass  into  other  hands." 

Three  months  before  I  had  thus  put  an  end  to  my 
participation  in  the  good  or  the  evil  of  the  Penny 
Press,  the  Committee  of  the  Society  for  the  DifFii- 
sion  of  Useful  Knowledge  announced  the  suspen- 
sion of  their  operations.  Their  "Address,"  dated 
March  11,  1846,  offered  an  explanation  of  their 
motives  for  thia  step.  '  The  circumstances  attending 
the  publication  of  the  "  Eiogi-aphical  Dictionary" 
had  led  to  thia  determination.  The  Society  had 
Tmdertaken  thia  great  work  at  its  own  risk.  It  now 
felt  what  it  was  to  engage  in  a  serial  pubhcation 
that  was  not  likely  to  he  concluded  during  ten  or 
more  years,  and  to  find  the  public  support  altogether 
inadequate  to  defray  its  literary  expenditui-e.  A 
Society  can  do  what  an  individual  can  not  dsire  to 
achieve.  It  conld  leave  the  battle-field.  It  was  not 
so  with  me,  when  the  "Penny  OyclopEedla"  was 
dragging  me  down.  The  Society  had  a  charter,  and 
might  some  day  renew  its  active  hfe  ;     ■ 

' '  He  tliat  figlite  and  runs  away. 
May  livG  to  fight  another  day." 

Had  I  not  fought  on  to  the  end  of  my  perilous 
commercial  enterprise,  I  should  have  been  disgraced. 
Individual  members  of  the  Committee  subscribed 
liberally  to  keep  on  then-  "  Biographical  Dictionary," 
and  no  one  more  generously  than  Earl  Spencer.  Had 
his  death  not  occurred  during  the  struggle  to  meet 
the  loss  of  this  bold  commercial  undertaking,  it  is 
probable  that  the  Society  would  not  have  thus  sung 
its  requiem : — 
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"Though  the  Committee  always  counted  upon 
a  los3,  or  at  the  best  upon  a  deficiency  which  could 
not  be  made  good  until  long  after  the  completion  of 
the  work,  neither  they,  nor  othei-s  more  conversant 
with  the  chances  of  the  bookselling-trade,  were  at 
all  prepared  to  expect  so  lai'ge  a  deficiency  as  ap- 
peared by  the  time  the  letter  A  was  eompieted.  On 
these  seven  half-volumes  the  excess  of  expenditure 
above  receipts  amounts  to  nearly  5000^.  Of  this  loss, 
more  than  half,  it  appears,  has  been  sustained  by  the 
Society^  and  the  remainder  of  the  subscriptions  and 
donations  which  have  been  announced  from  time  to 
time.  Though  the  first  sale  of  the  work  was  en- 
couraging, as  giving  some  reason  to  hope  that  it 
■would  shortly  rise  to  such  a  point  as  might  enable 
the  Committee  to  proceed  steadily  to  the  end,  yet  it 
was  found  that  the  average  rate  of  sale  of  the  seven 
half-volumes  produced  the  defalcation  above  alluded 
to.  And  careful  estimates  showed  that,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  an  additional  sum  of  at  least 
15,000t  must  bo  sunk.  A  work  commenced  in  parts 
ought  to  be  continued  to  the  full  extent  which  the 
capital  of  the  undertaker  will  allow.  The  Society 
has  obeyed  this  reasonable  rule,  and  has  exhausted 
its  resources." 

The  Committee  with  perfect  justice  turn  away 
from  the  contemplation  of  one  failure  to  rejoice  over 
a  long  continued  success :  "  The  Society's  work  is 
done,  for  its  greatest  object  is  achieved — fully,  fairly, 
and  permanently.  The  public  is  supplied  with  dieap 
and  ^ooi^  hterature  to  an  extent  which  the  most 
sanguine  friend  of  human  improvement  could  not 
in  1826,  have  hoped  to  have  witnessed  in  twenty 
years." 
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But  there  was  a  temporary  evil  to  counterbalance 
this  permanent  success.  All  the  cheap  literature 
■was  not  good  at  the  period  of  this  triumphant  re- 
trospect This  wa-s  a  circumstance  that  was  suffi- 
ciently mortifying  to  those  who,  like  myself,  had 
formed  an  over  sanguine  estimate  of  the  benefit  that 
was  likely  to  result  from  the  general  diffusion  of 
the  ability  to  read.  The  "  Penny  Magazine  "  and 
"  Chambers's  Journal "  had,  in  1832,  driven  the 
greater  number  of  noxious  publications  out  of  the 
field.  The  great  body  of  the  people  appeared  satis- 
fied with  good  solid  food,  without  any  inordinate 
craving  for  stale  pastry,  and  with  an  utter  disrelish 
of  offaL  But  a  taste  for  garbage,  cooked  up  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  lowest  appetite,  seemed  to  have 
returned.  I  made  no  lamentation  over  the  cheapness 
which  had  become  excessive.  I  did  not  regret  that 
there  was  a  competition  going  on  in  cheap  weekly 
publications  which  was  wholly  unprecedented.  In 
184i6,  fourteen  penny  and  penny-halfpenny  Maga- 
zines, twelve  Economical  and  Social  Journals,  and 
thurty-seven  weekly  sheets,  forming  separate  books, 
were  to  be  found  in  the  shops  of  many  regular 
booksellers,  and  on  the  counters  of  all  the  small 
dealers  in  periodicals  that  had  started  up  through- 
out the  country.  The  cheapness  was  accomplished 
in  some  by  pilfering  from  every  copyright  work 
that  came  in  their  way.  There  were  very  few  of 
these  publications  whose  writers  were  paid  for  origi- 
nal articles  upon  a  scale  as  liberal  as  that  of  the  best 
reviews  and  magazinea  There  were  some  of  a  cha^ 
racter  to  render  the  principle  of  cheapness  dangerous 
and  disgusting.  In  the  concluding  address  of 
"  Knight's  Penny  Magazine,"    I  said  :  "  The  editor 
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rejoices  that  there  are  many  in  the  field,  and  gome 
who  have  come  at  the  eleventh  hour,  who  desei-ve  the 
wages  of  zealous  and  faithful  labourers.  But  there  are 
others  who  are  caiTying  out  the  principle  of  cheap 
weekly  sheets,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  system,  and 
who  appear  to  have  got  some  coneiderahle  hold 
upon  the  less-informed  of  the  working  people,  and 
especially  upon  the  young.  There  are  manufactories 
m  London  whence  hundreds  ofreamsofvile  paper  and 
printing  issue  weekly ;  where  large  bodies  of  children 
are  employed  to  arrange  types,  at  the  wi^es  of 
shirt-makers,  !mm  copy  furnished  by  the  most 
Ignorant,  at  the  wi^es  of  scavengei-s.  In  truth,  such 
writers,  if  they  deserve  the  name  of  writeis,  are 
scavengers.  AH  the  garbage  that  belongs  to  the 
history  of  crime  and  misery  is  raked  together,  to 
difiuse  a  moral  miasma  through  the  land,  in  the 
shape  of  the  most  vulgar  and  brutal  fiction.  '  Penny 
Magazines,'  and  ■  Edinburgh  Journals,"  and  '  Weekly 
Instructors,'  and  'People's  Journals,"  have  Kttle 
chance  of  ch-culation  arm-ngst  the  lemUn/omed 
cfa««,  who  most  require  sound  knowledge,  while  the 
cheap  booksenors'  shops  are  fihed  with  such  things 
as '  Newgate,  a  Komance,"  The  Black  Mantle,  or  the 
Murder  at  the  old  Jewiy,'  ■  The  Spectre  of  the  Hall ' 
'The  Love-Child,'  'The  Feast  of  Blood,'  'The  Con- 
vict,' and  twenty  others,  all  of  the  same  eiciting 
character  to  the  young  and  ignorant.  But  the  deti-i- 
mental  exercise  of  the  prmting-press  is  only  to  be 
met  by  its  wholesome  employment.  He  has  no  fear 
for  the  righteous  cause  of  cheap  hteratura" 

My  conviction  that  the  cheap  press  would  purify 
Itself  was  reahsed  hi  another  decade.  I  had  given  a 
name  to  the  wholesome  literature  for  the  people 
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"The  Fountain" — the  noxious  I  had  called  "The 
Sewer."  But  I  contended,  as  I  had  ever  done,  that 
the  Paper  Duty  was  an  insurmoimtahle  ban-ier  to 
the  diffusion  of  pubhcations  that  should  combine  the 
qualities  of  literaiy  excellence  and  extreme  cheap- 
ness. I  maintained  that  to  thrust  out  the  noxious 
publications,  the  supply  of  the  higher  class  must  be 
abundant ;  the  quality  of  the  writing  must  be  of  the 
best,  for  to  write  well  for  the  people  ia  the  rarest 
of  literaiy  qualifications ;  lastly,  the  price  must  as 
nearly  as  possible  approach  to  the  cost  of  the  mis- 
cbievous  production.  Whatever  interferes  with  the 
circulation  of  the  highei-  poriodicala  by  increasing 
their  price — whatever  tends  to  render  a  false  economy 
necessary,  by  lowering  their  payment  for  the  best 
literary  labour — interferes  with  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant instruments  of  National  Education,  using 
the  term  in  its  highest  sensa  Such  were  the  inju- 
rious consequences  of  the  Paper  Duty.  That  long 
disputed  question  has  now  been  settled.  The  total 
repeal  of  this  impost  took  place  after  my  commercial 
career  was  in  a  great  degree  closed.  How  this  tax 
weighed  me  down  in  the  production  of  the  "  Penny 
Oydopsedia,"  I  have  related  in  a  pamphlet  of  1850, 
which  was  often  quoted  in  Parliament,  and  which 
has  some  interest  as  a  matter  of  Hterary  history.  I 
^ve  the  most  material  passage  as  a  Note  to  this 
Chapter, 
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Extract  from    "  The   Stiiuooles   op  a  Book  aoaikst 
ESOSSSiVB  Taxation."  By  Charles  Knight.   1850. 

On  the  lat  of  January,  1833,  I  commenced  the  publica- 
tion of  The  Penny  Cyclopedia,  in  Numbers  and  Monthly 
Parts. 

This  work  waa  entirely  origiuaL  It  was  projected  by 
myself,  and  published  under  the  Superintendence  of  the 
Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge.  But  the 
entire  cost  and  risk  were  borne  by  mo.  The  total  coat  for 
Literature  and  Engravings  was  42,000t 

The  Penny  Cycloptedia  and  its  Supplement  were  com- 
pleted in  1846.  The  two  works  contain  15,764  pages,  and 
the  quantity  of  Paper  required  to  produce  a  single  copy  i^ 
2  Reams,  each  weighing  35  lbs.  At  the  period  of  its  com 
pletion,  the  entwe  quantitv  of  Paper  consumed  m  the  Hork 
was  FiriY  Thousand  Ebahs  the  total  iveight  of  whn,h 
amounted  to  One  milwon  sbten  hdnurbd  and  fifty 
THOUSAND  rouBD8  Of  thi3  Height  20,000  Eeams,  or 
rOO.OOO  lbs.,  paid  the  Excisa  Duty  of  Threepence  per  lb  , 
amounting  to  8750?  and  the  remaining  30,000  Eoatns 
paid  the  reduced  Duty  of  Three  hatfpenct  per  lb  (oommenc 
ing  in  1837)  upon  1,050,000  lbs  ,  amounting  to  6o62; 
The  total  Duty  paid  up  to  the  completion  of  the  Cycloptedia, 
m  18i6,  was  15,312i.  Since  that  period  2000  Reams  of 
Paper  have  been  used  in  reprinting,  to  correct  the  inequali- 
ties of  the  Stock,  making  an  addition  of  70,000  lbs.,  excised 
at  437i.  But  further,  the  Wrappers  for  the  Monthly  Parts 
have  used  1500  Reams  of  Paper,  taxed  at  500i.,  aiid  the 
Milled  Boards  employed  in  binding  the  Volumes  have  been 
also   taxed   about    300i.       The    totai    patmbnt    to    the 
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Excise  by  the  Phnny  Ctowp^dia  has  bbbjt   SIXTEEN 
THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  POUNDS. 
I  propose  to  show, — 

1.  That  this  excessive  burthen  upon  tlie  great  work  to 
which  I  haffe  devoted  seveateeu  years  of  toil  and 
anxiety,  has  been  the  primary  cause  that  the  enter- 
prise has  not  yet  been  remunerative. 

2.  That  the  continuance  of  the  Paper  Duty,  at  the 
present  rate  of  Three-halfpence  per  lb.,  prevents  me 
undertaking  the  publication  of  a  new  and  improved 
edition,  itpow  Us  JWst  plan  of  a  continuous  alphabe- 
Ueal  arrangement. 

1.  The  positive  burthen  of  Sixteen  thousand  five  hundred 
Pounds  imposed  by  the  State  upon  the  publication  of  oue 
book,  is  far  from  representing  the  difficulty  and  loss  which 
that  paym.ent  has  entailed  upon  the  undertaking. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  amount  of  a  duty  upon  raw 
material  by  no  moans  represents  the  amount  of  the  charge 
which  it  entails  npon  the  manufacturer.  Mr.  MaoCullooh 
and  Mr.  Porter  rightly  state  that  the  price  for  a  ream  of 
one  particular  sort  of  printing  paper  waa  in  1831,  twenty- 
four  shillings, — in  1843,  fifteen  shillings  and  sispence. 
Fi-om  1833  to  1837,  the  price  of  a  Ream  of  Penny  Cyclo- 
ptedia  Paper  waa  thirty-three  shillings  ;  from  18S8  to  1846, 
it  was  twenty-four  shillings.  The  difference  in  price  waa 
nine  shillings  per  ream  ;  the  amoont  of  reduced  duty  was 
four  ahiUinga  and  fourpence  halfpenny.  The  paper-makers 
and  the  stationers  doubled  the  tax.*  But  even  at  the 
reduced  rate  it  has  been  satisfactorily  shown  by  my  fellow- 
labourers,  the  Messrs.  Chambers,  that  the  Duty  enters  one- 
third  into  price.  Unquestionably,  if  the  Duty  were  now 
removed,  I  could  buy  a  Ream  of  similar  paper  for  seventeen 
shillings.  The  tax,  preventing  competition,  and  giving 
•  "  Whatever  lenders  a  lorgar  capital  necessary  in  any  trade  or 
business,  limits  the  competition  in  that  bnaineaa ;  and  by  giving 
something  liko  a  monopoly  to  a  few  dealers,  enables  them  to  keep 
op  the  price  beyond  what  would  afford  the  ordinary  rate  of  profit." 
—John  Mill,  Prmciples  of  PolUiaal  Eamomy,  vol.  ii,  p.  388.  If 
the  tax  annihilates  profits  in  a  secondary  process,  such  as  the  con- 
yersion  of  paper  into  books,  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  the 
monopoly  becomes  complete. 
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undue  advantages  to  capitalists,  had  the  effect  of  making 
me  pay  for  my  Paper,  from  1833  to  1837,  sixteen  shillings 
a  Eeam  more  than  the  price  of  untaxed  Paper  would  be,  or 
Sixteen  thousand  Pounds  upon  20,000  Beams  ;  end  from 
1838  to  1846,  seven  shillings  per  Eeam  more  than  L  should 
otherwise  have  paid,  which  upon  30,000  Eeams  amounts  to 
Ten  thousand  five  hundred  Pounds.  The  tax  therefore 
operated  as  a  buHhrn  ■upon,  mi/  pubtieation  to  the  extent  of 

TWBNTY-SIX  THOUSAMD    FIVE    HUNDRED    POTJNDS,    during    its 

long  and  difBeult  progress  to  completion.  The  paper  since 
used  for  Eeprints,  and  the  paper  for  Wrappers,  has  been 
raised  in  price  3500i,  by  the  same  process. 

27k  Struggles  of  one  Book  against  esxemve  Taxation,  are,  wp 
to  this  point,  to  le  measured  by  a  burthen  of  TwBSTY-ifiifB 

THOUSAND  POTJNDS. 

But  I  have  not  yet  done.  The  tax  has  been  working 
against  the  Penny  Oyclop^dia  for  seventeen  years,  in  the 
chronic  form  of  interest  and  compound  interest. 

It  was  very  long  before  the  periodical  sale  settled  into  a 
regular  quantity.  The  work  became  too  extensive  for  the 
great  bulk  of  purchasers.  For  the  first  few  months  of  the 
publication  the  sale  was  double  what  it  was  at  the  end  of 
the  first  year.  The  sale  of  the  first  year  doubled  that  of 
the  fourth  year.  The  sale  of  the  fourth  year  doubled  that 
of  the  eighth  year, — and  then  it  found  its  level  and  became 
steady  to  the  end,  reduced  from  66,000  at  the  commence- 
ment, to  20,000  at  the  conclusion.  Every  publisher  of  a 
pericfdical  work  knows  the  accumulation  of  Stock  that  must 
inevitably  take  place  with  a  falling  demand.  There  never 
■was  a  period  after  the  third  yoai  at  which  I  had  less  than 
Piva  thousand  Reams  of  the  Penny  Cyclopcedia  in  my 
Warehouse  ;  upon  which  Duty  had  been  paid,  for  some 
portion  at  the  high  duty,  and  for  some  at  the  low,  averaging 
15001.  In  1841  there  were  in  my  Warehouse  1 200  Beams 
upon  whidi  the  high  duty,  expiring  in  1837,  had  been  paid. 
1  consider  the  accumulating  interest  in  this  investment,  in 
actually  paid  Duty,  upon  dead  Stock,  to  have  amounted,  in 
the  seventeen  years  during  which  I  have  been  labouring  to 
sell  that  Stock,  to  15001.,  and  including  the  interest  upon 
the  extra  price  charged  by  the  paper-manufacturer  upon  the 
Duty,  to  SOOOi. 

And  here,  then,  will  the  usual  conclusioji  arise,  that  the 
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Piibliahoi-  has  not  borne  this  load  of  Thirty-iwo  thousand 
Founds  feflposed.  by  the  State  upon  the  Penny  Oycloptedia, 
but  the  purchasers  of  the  Penny  Oyelopsedia,  My  smawer 
is  very  direct.  Had  that  sum  of  32,OO0J.  been  actually 
sared  to  me,  I  should  not  have  been  a  pound  richer  by  the 
publication  of  the  Penny  Cyolopsedia.  But  with  the  saving 
I  should  not  have  been  to  that  amount  poorer.  The 
outlay  was  so  great,  that  it  conld  never  pay  its  expenses 
under  a  sale  of  36,000  copies  with  the  high  duty.  In  the 
first  five  years  that  average  number  waa  printed  (  but  the 
accumulation  of  Stock  locked  up  10,000t  Under  the  low 
duty  it  paid  its  expenses  at  30,000  copies.  The  actual 
average  sale  during  the  nine  years  of  that  duty  was  20,000, 
It  would  huve  required  that  there  should  have  been  no 
Paper  Duty  at  all  to  hare  paid  its  expenses  on  a  sale  of 
20,000.  Had  the  Duty  not  been  reduced  by  one-half  at 
the  end  of  J836,  I  could  not  by  any  possibility  have  carried 
on  the  work.      As  it  was,  I  atni^Ied  to  the  end. 

3.  The  reduced  Paper  Duty,  as  I  have  undertaken  to 
show,  prevents  me  making  the  best  use  of  the  valuable 
Copyright  which  remains  to  me, — now  that  the  accumulated 
Stock  is  in  great  part  exhausted. 

I  was  advised  to  propose  a  Subscription  for  an  entirely 
new  Edition.  The  highest  Personage  in  the  realm  accorded 
me  Her  support,  and  so  did  Her  admirable  Consort,  who  is 
doing  for  Science  and  Industry  what  is  worth  far  more  than 
any  money  value.  Some  of  the  most  eminent  in  the  walks 
of  iutellect  also  came  forward  to  aid  me.  Of  the  support  of 
the  Members  of  the  Legislature  which  taxed  me  during 
fourteen  years,  I  have  not  much  to  boast.  I  have  given  up 
the  design.  Upon  a  sale  that  would  hava  merely  returned 
my  new  outlay  the  Piper  Duty  would  have  burthened  the 
work  to  th  tt  t  f  3U0f '  It  ban  1  m  t  w  uld  h 
lightened  my  kttl  ttfmkgthwkyld 
me  as  high       p    ht  f    m  300  J       b       b  f         4000 

subscriber        th  th    D  ty        ti       d       W  th  th 
ment  I  sh     Id  h        g 

There  is       tdydmlfth  t         dt  fth 

Penny   Cy  1  p-eli      t      th         te  t     f  25f    S  f  Uy 

The  Pape    D  ty  j  f    m    meet    g  thi     J  m     i      th      y 

moderate      mm       il  p    lit       Th     t    hn   al       pliu  t 
not  difficult  t    b     md      t     d  —If  I  p      t  2  0  Oop  es      ly 
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— I  use  500  Eeams  of  Paper,  of  whict  the  Duty  is  4s.  6d 
each,  imd  the  necessary  increase  of  manufacturer's  price 
2s.  6d.,  making  a  charge,  arising  out  of  the  Duty,  of  Is. 
per  Roam,  or  nu.  upon  250  Copies.  But  in  printing  only 
250  Copies  I  have  to  pay  for  the  Presswork,  as  high  as  15s. 
per  Eeam  ;  whereas  if  I  printed  500,  I  should  only  pay  10s, 
Am  the  number  of  a  book  first  printed  increases,  the  cost  of 
Presswork,  or  Machine-work,  diminishes  ;  and  for  this  rea- 
son a  tax  upon  the  raw  material  of  a  book,  Paper,  increasing 
the  risk  of  printing  a  lai^e  impression,  compels  a  smaller 
impression,  at  a  higher  cost.  But  if  there  wore  no  Paper 
Duty,  I  should  print  500  Copies,  by  which  I  should  save 
360i.  in  the  price  of  Paper,  and  2501.  in  the  price  of  Press- 
work  ;  maiing  a  saving  of  SOQl.  This  outlay  of  600i.  ia 
imposed  upon  me  absolutely  by  the  existence  of  the  Paper 
Duty  ;  and  that  fact  will  possibly  compel  me  to  give  up 
reprinting  a  Book  which  has  done  more  for  the  advancement 
of  sound  knowledge  and  general  education  in  these  kingdoms, 
than  any  work  ever  produced  in  any  country.  That  &00L 
saved  would  afford  me  an  income  which  would  aUow  me  to 
invest  capital  in  such  a  Eepriut.  Printing  only  250  Copies 
at  the  present  price  of  Paper,  a  set  of  this  book  would  cost 
me  1000(.  My  net  profit  upon  tliat  outlay  would  not  be 
10  per  cent. 

And  with  all  this  danger  and  difficulty — with  "  thus  lion 
in  my  path  " — I  am  not  yet  beaten.  I  have  my  valuable 
copyright  of  the  Penny  Cyclopsedia  remaining  to  me ;  iind 
I  have  passed  many  an  anxious  hour  in  seeing  how  I  can 
best  turn  it  to  account.  I  am  about  to  publish  a  Series  of 
s^arate  Cydopiedias,  with  large  improvements,  and  X  begin 
with  a  '  Cyclopiedia  of  British  Geography,'  and  a  '  Oyclopsedia 
of  Arts  and  Industry.'  Let  me  show  the  exact  track  which 
"  the  lion  in  my  path"  drives  me  to  seek  ;  and  then  some 
of  those  legislators  who  fiud  that  a  fashionable  novel,  sold 
at  a  guinea  and  a  half,  pays  about  fourpence  Paper  Duty, 
and  thence  conclude  that  it  is  the  lightest  of  taxes,  and  by 
all  means  should  be  preserved— especially  as  books,  as  they 
hold,  are  not  necessaries  of  life — some  of  those  who 


"  Hate  not  leai-ning  worse  than  toad  or  asp," 
may  know  what  it   is  to  maintain  a  tax  upon  knowleage, 
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struggling  to  preseryo  its  high  rank  and  its  useful  extension 
amidst  the  widest  competition  of  cheapness. 

Upon  these  four  volumes,  estimated  to  contain  about  3000 
pages,  I  shall  espend  1500f,  upon  new  editorial  labour,  I 
shall  further  expend  about  lOOOi.  upon  new  plates  and 
maps.  The  printer's  charge  for  setting  up  the  types  wiU  be 
SOOi.  ;  and  the  cost  of  stereotyping  will  be  SOOi.  Add  for 
advertising  2002,  ;  and  I  have  thus  to  expend  4000L  as  a 
first  outlay,  whether  I  sell  500  copies  or  6000.  At  the 
present  cost  of  paper,  3000  copies  (the  least  number  1  could 
print  with  advantage)  will  amount  to  1500i.  ;  the  Press- 
work  will  cost  6002,  :  total  6000!,  The  3000  copies,  pro- 
duced upon  this  scale,  will  exactly  cover  my  outlay,  without 
a  shilling  profit.  But  let  us  see  how  the  aocoaut  would 
stand  with  the  price  of  paper  reduced  one-third  by  the  abo- 
lition  of  the  duty.  My  course  would  then  be  to  print  4000 
copies,  and  not  stereotype,  which  process  is  chiefly  employed 
to  save  the  outlay  of  capital  in  taxed  paper,  'X'he  first  out- 
lay is  therefore  3500;.  ;  the  Paper  for  4000  Copies,  at  the 
lower  untaxed  price,  would  cost  me  1333i,  ;  the  Presswork 
6001.  (reduced  per  ream  on  account  of  the  larger  number). 
I  produce,  therefore,  4000  copies  for  5433i,,  instead  of  8000 
copies  for  6000!,  I  expend  less  by  567t,  and  I  have  1000 
copies  left  to  seU  for  my  profit.  I  could  sell  4000  copies, 
under  those  circumstaacea,  more  easily  than  3000  as  1  now 
stand,  for  I  could  afford  to  advertise  more  freely,  and  to 
ofi'er  higher  inducements  to  retailers.  This  is  something 
different  from  a  fourpenny  tax  upon  a  fashionable  novel. 


Hosted  by  Google 


PASSAGES  OF  A  WOEKING  LIFE. 


Ho,t,db,  Google 


Ho,t,db,  Google 


CHAPTEE  XSI. 


I  HE  greater  portion  of  my  Second  Epoch 
was  written  at  Ventnor,  in  tbo  Isle  of 
Wight.  I  had  spent  the  winter  there 
with  my  tamily,  and  quitted  it  when  the 
spring  seemed  at  once  passing  into-  summer,  and 
there  was  such  an  outburst  of  leaf  and  bloasom  as 
I  had  rarely  witnessed  in  the  early  days  of  May. 
What  a  region  of  beauty  is  the  Undercliff  in  all 
seasons.  Winter  rarely  touches  it  with  an  icy  finger. 
When  "  yellow  leaves,  or  none,  or  few  "  hang  upon 
the  boughs  that  mingle  with  fallen  crags,  their  bare- 
ness is  hidden  by  the  glossy  ivy.  In  March  it  is  a 
land  of  evergreens ;  in  June  a  land  of  "  flowers  of 
all  hues."  It  is  scarcely  a  place  in  which  to  pass 
"  a  working  life  ;  "  but  it  is  a  place  in  which  it  is 
good  to  look  back  upon  the  turmoil  of  such  a  life — 
its  vain  cares,  its  disappointed  hopes,— ^and  to  see 
what  was  once  deemed  the  highest  good  fading  into 
nothingness,  and  the  instant  evil  melting  into  a 
twilight  in  which  good  and  evil  wear  the  same  pas- 
aionless  and  almost  shapeless  features.  We  unwil- 
lingly left  the  Tfndcrcliff,  which  had  long  been  to  me 
a  spot  sacred  to  friendship,  when  the  friend  was  a 
perennial  source  of  delight  to  all  who  had  the  happi- 
ness to  know  him.  It  has  become  to  me  even  more 
sacred,  now  that  he  lies  in  the  most  beautiful  of 
churchyards,  that  of  bis  long-loved  Bonchurch. 
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We  moved  for  the  summer  to  a  very  different 
scene,  but  one,  to  my  mind,  equally  attractive.  I 
commence  the  story  of  my  Third  Epoch  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  above  Kingston.  We  are  the  tenants 
of  an  artist,  whose  spacious  and  quaint  studio  where 
I  write  is  fitted  by  its  seclusion  for  calling  up  the 
most  absti-acted  memories  of  the  Past  The  river 
flows  rapidly  beneath  my  window,  under  the  shadow 
of  lofty  elms  which  have  flourished  for  a  century, 
and  by  gay  villas  which  proclaim  the  changes  which 
have  marked  the  era  of  rapid  communication.  And 
yet  the  Present  is  constantly  in  view,  in  the  con- 
tinuous stream  of  human  life,  which  appears  to  move 
on  as  if  it  wei'e  always  "  a  sunshine  holiday." 

Thero  was  no  lack  of  abundant  materials  for  the 
new  series,  in  copyi-ights  in  which  I  had  an  interest. 
Some  might  be  reprinted  without  alteration,  othera 
could  be  adapted  by  their  writers.  Lord  Brougham's 
Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  George  the  Third ;  his 
Dialogues  on  Instinct,  and  his  edition  of  Paley's 
Natural  Theology,  were  of  this  character.  Mr. 
Lane's  Modern  Egyptiai.s,  and  Sir  John  Davis's 
Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Chinese,  wero  in  the 
same  way  valuable  works,  expensive  in  their  original 
foi-m,  now  brought  down  to  the  lowest  cost.  Mr. 
Craik,  out  of  tho  extension  of  his  chapters  on  Lite- 
rature in  the  Pictorial  History  of  Engknd,  produced 
six  valuable  little  volumes,  which  have  since  been 
reprinted,  as  they  well  deserve  to  be,  in  a  more 
costly  shape  for  the  library.  One  of  the  most 
original  and  important  works  in  this  series  was  the 
Biographical  History  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Philo- 
sophy by  Mr.  (J.  H.  Lewea.  In  this  series  I  included 
several  summaries  of  great  writers,  such  as  Spenser 
and  Bacon,  by  Mr.  Oraik ;  Moli^re  and  Eaeine,  by 
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Madame  Blaa  de  Bury ;  Chavtcer,  by  Mr.  Joiiii 
Saiinders  ;  Hudibras,  by  Mr.  Kamsay.  The  small 
comparative  sale  of  such  volumes  was  to  me  a 
tolerably  satisfactory  proof  that  abridgments  and 
analyaea  of  standard  authors  are  not  likely  to  be 
successful  Unless  important  works  are  inaccessible 
from  their  rarity  or  their  bulk,  the  greater  number 
of  readers — and  these  perhaps  are  tho  more  judicious 
— are  ill-content  with  hashes  and  essences. 

Amongst  the  original  works  was  one  which  was  an 
exception  to  the  general  character  of  the  books  in 
my  series,  which  for  the  most  part  cariied  the 
recommendation  of  popular  names  as  their  authors. 
This  was  "  Memoirs  of  a  Working  Man."  It  was 
writen  by  a  tailor  of  the  name  of  Carter.  He  was 
the  author  of  one  of  the  little  books  published  by 
Knight  and  Co.,  called  the  "  Guide  to  Trade,"  and 
had  been  recommended  to  me  in  1840  as  a  highly 
deserving  man,  carrying  on  a  little  business  for 
himself,  with  a  dependent  family,  and  straggling 
with  the  severest  ill  health.  In  the  introduction 
which  I  wrote  to  the  "  Memoirs  of  a  Working  Man," 
I  stated  that  when  the  author  brought  to  me  bis 
manuscript,  which  he  wished  to  be  published  by 
subscription,  I  carefully  read  his  simple  record  of  an 
uneventful  life,  advised  him  to  curtail  such  parti- 
culars as  could  only  be  interesting  to  himself  and 
his  family,  but  on  no  account  to  suppress  what  would 
be  interesting  to  all — the  history  of  the  formation  of 
his  habits  of  thought,  and  thence  of  his  system  of 
conduct— the  development  of  bis  intellectual  and 
moral  life.  In  conclusion  I  said  ;  "  Upon  receiving 
the  Manuscript  thus  altered  and  completed,  I  pro- 
posed to  publish  it  in  the  Weekly  Volume.     This  is 
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the  extent  of  my  editorial  duty.  I  have  not  added, 
nor  have  I  altered,  a  single  ivoi-d.  The  purity  of  its 
style  is  one  of  the  moat  remarkahle  characteristics  of 
this  little  book." 

The  series  of  the  Weekly  Volume,  although  it  did 
not  involve  any  considerable  logs,  was  certainly  not  a 
commercial  success.  "Why  Mr.  Knight  did  not  profit 
largely  by  the  speculation,  is  a  problem  yet  to  be 
solved,"  said  the  wiiter  of  a  paper  on  "  Literature  for 
the  People."  The  solution  was  that  the  people  did 
not  sufficiently  buy  the  series.  There  wore  not 
twenty  volumes  that  reached  a  sale  of  ten  thousand, 
and  the  average  sale  was  scarcely  five  thousand. 
Although  very  generally  welcomed  by  many  who  were 
anxious  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  humbler  classes, 
the  humbler  classes  themselves  did  not  find  in  them 
the  mental  aliment  for  which  they  hungered.  They 
wanted  fiction,  and  the  half  dozen  historical  novelets 
of  tho  series  were  not  of  the  exciting  kind  which  in 
a  few  years  became  the  staple  product  of  the  cheap 
press.  It  waa  perhaps  as  useless  as  it  was  unwise  te 
battle  against  this  growing  taste,  which  was  not 
limited  to  hard-handed  mechanics  and  their  families. 
In  1854,  when  I  was  inclined  to  think  too  harshly  of 
the  popular  appetite  for  fiction,  which  was  stimulated 
by  the  coarsely  seasoned  food  of  such  publications  as 
the  'London  Journal,'  Mr.  Dickens  remonstrated  with 
me  in  the  most  earnest  and  afi'ectionate  spiiut.  I 
extract  from  a  letter  of  his,  mai-ked  by  his  accustomed 
good  sense,  a  passage  which  deserves  the  serious 
consideration  of  6hose  who  look  too  severely  upon 
the  exuberance  of  this  species  of  popular  literature. 
"The  English  are,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  hai'dest 
worked  people  on  whom  the  sun  shines.     Be  con- 
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tent  if  in  their  wretched  intervals  of  leisure  they 
road  for  amusement  and  do  no  worse.  They  are 
bora  at  the  oar,  and  they  live  and  die  at  it.  Good 
God,  what  would  we  have  of  them  I " 

At  the  time  of  the  issue  of  the  Weekly  Volume, 
the  sale  of  books  at  railway  atatione  was  unkuowiL 
Seven  years  afterwards  it  had  become  universal 
Then,  in  the  vicinity  of  great  towns  where  there  was 
a  railway  station,  the  shelves  of  the  newspaper  vender 
were  filled  with  shilling  volumes  known  as  the  '  Par- 
lour Library,*  '  Tho  Popular'  Library,'  '  The  Railway 
Library,'  'The  Shilling  Series.'  In  their  bulk  of 
thin  paper  and  dose  printing  they  would  appear 
to  be  twice  as  cheap  as  my  volumes,  but,  except  in 
very  rare  instances,  they  had  involved  no  expense  of 
copyright.  In  a  few  years,  a  most  remarkable  de- 
velopment of  cheapness  in  books,  especially  in  works 
of  fiction,  was  accomplished  without "  the  great  dam- 
age of  the  circulating  libraries."  Wonderful  organi- 
zations of  the  circulating  library  system  presented  a 
far  greater  encouragement  to  original  authorship 
thau  at  the  period  when  the  few  rich  purchased  books 
for  their  sole  use.  The  day  of  furniture  books  was 
almost  past.  When  the  circulating  libraries  had 
done  their  work  of  "  the  season,"  then  came  the 
cheap  reprint.  This  was  the  crucial  test  of  an 
author's  popularity.  My  work  as  a  publisher  was 
finished  before  these  times  arrived,  which  are  certainly 
more  favourable  for  publishing  enterprise  than  those 
of  my  own  commercial  experience. 

Somewhat  before  the  commencement  of  the 
Weekly  Volume,  I  was  engaged  for  several  years 
in  the  publication  of  a  series  of  popular  books  which 
had  a  very  large  sale,  but  were  little  known  to  tho 
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general  reading  public.  They  were  picture  books, 
especiaily  adapted  for  sale,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  great  manufacturing  towns  and  other  populous 
districts,  by  the  dass  of  book-hawkera  known  as 
canvassers.  There  were  four  books,  forming  seven 
volumes  in  folio,  which  I  iacluded  under  the  generic 
name  of  "  The  New  Orbis  Picfcus,"  in  imitation  of 
that  work  of  Gomenius,  which,  after  the  lapse  of 
two  centuries,  still  holds  its  place  amongst  the 
educational  books  of  continental  Europe.  That 
work,  which  was  once  amongst  the  most  popular 
of  books,  originally  contained  several  hundred  rude 
wood  cuts  with  appropriate  descriptions.  My  series 
comprised  the  followmg  separate  books :  "  Pictorial 
Museum  of  Animated  Nature:"  "Pictorial  Sunday- 
Book:"  "Old  England:"  "  Pictorial  Gallery  of  Arts." 
I  told  the  public  that  what  the  Orbis  Pictus  had 
imperfectly  accomplished  was  fully  carried  out  in 
this  series,  in  which  was  accumulated  the  largest 
body  of  eye-knowledge  that  had  ever  been  brought 
t(^ether,  consisting  in  the  whole  of  twelve  thousand 
engravings.  It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  think  that 
these  books  may  have  presented  to  some  portions 
of  the  population — who  without  the  canvasser's  im- 
portunity would  never  have  expended  a  monthly 
shilling  upon  literature — sources  of  instruction  and 
amusement  as  various  and  extensive  as  my  general 
title  implies — The  Pictorial  World.  Of  this  series 
I  was  necessarily  the  editor.  The  descriptions  in 
each  book  were  for  the  most  part  confided  to  persons 
of  literary  habits  and  competent  knowledge— these 
were,  Mr.  William  C.  L.  Martin  for  Natural  His- 
tory, Dr.  Kitto  for  Sacred  History,  Mr.    Dodd  for 
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the  Useful  Arts,  Mr.  Womum  for  tbe  Fine  Arts, 
and  Mr.  John  Saunders  for  our  National  Anti- 
quities. I  must  mention,  however,  that  the  first 
Book  of  "Old  England"  and  part  of  the  second, 
were  written  by  rayself.  At  the  period  of  its 
publication  there  was  art  awakening  feeling  for  tlio 
preservation  of  our  historical  monumenis.  The 
barbarous  neglect  which  had  permitted  so  many 
druidioal  remains,  such  as  Abnry,  to  be  in  great 
part  destroyed ;  so  many  traces  of  tbe  Eoman  occu- 
pation to  be  buried ;  and  so  many  of  the  noble  eccle- 
Biastical  edifices  of  tbe  Norman  era  tp  be  defaced  ; 
this  ignorant  apathy  was  rapidly  giving  place  to  a 
just  reverence  for  tbe  past 
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t]N  1847  I  commenced  editing  and  publish- 
ing, in  monthly  parts,  a  work  which 
furnished  me  with  a  really  delightful 
occupation  for  fifty-two  weeks.  "Half- 
Hours  with  the  Best  Authors,  Selected  and  Ar- 
ranged, with  Short  Biographical  and  Critical  No- 
tices," has  had,  and  still  has,  so  large  a  circulation 
that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  describe  the 
character  of  a  book  so  universally  known.  The 
complete  work  contains  specimens  of  three  hundred 
various  writers,  of  which  number  about  forty  were 
living  at  the  period  of  its  pubhcation.  From  many 
of  these,  his  contemporaries,  the  editor  received 
permission  to  borrow  some  connected  extracts  from 
their  writings  which  would  occupy  about  half  an 
hour's  ordiaary  reading.  Judgiag  from  the  warm 
expressions  of  the  greater  number  of  these  writers, 
even  the  most  eminent  felt  something  of  satisfaction 
in  being  included  amongst  the  standard  authors  who 
have  built  up  the  greatest  hterature  of  the  modern 
world.  In  a  postscript  I  thus  spoke  of  my  "  short 
biographical  notices ;" — "  Their  brevity  must  ne- 
cessarily render  them  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory ; 
but  they  have  not  been  written  without  serious 
thought  and  an  earnest  desire  to  be  just.  There  are 
many  who  will  differ  from  the  Editor  in  his  estimate 
of  some    writers,  particularly   of  the  more  recent. 
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Dictena  I  described  as  "one  who  came  to  fill  up 
the  Toid  which  Scott  had  left."  Of  Tennyson, 
who  at  the  present  day  has  sent  Byron  into  the 
shade,  I  wrote  in  1848— "He  has  not  published 
much,  ho  does  not  live  upon  the  breath  of  popular 
applause,  but  ho  has  more  ardent  admirers  than  any 
living  poet,  with  the  exception  of  Wordsworth." 

As  I  open  the  four  volumes  of  Half-Hours  and 
review  the  short  notices  of  contemporaries,  I  find 
amoiigst  them  many  with  whom  I  have  had  the 
transient  pleasure  of  an  occasional  acquaintance  or 
the  happiness  of  a  continued  friendly  intercourse. 
Let  me  mention  a  few  of  each  class,  taking  the 
names,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
present  themselves  in  "  Half-Hours." 

I  have  met  Walter  Savage  Landor  at  the  table  of 
a  common  friend.  Although  he  was  then  a  septua- 
genarian (I  read  his  Count  Julian  when  I  was  a  boy), 
he  was  in  the  full  vigour  of  his  understanding.  The 
variety  and  richness  of  his  knowledge  were  as  mani- 
fest m  his  real  as  in  his  "  Imaginary  Conversations." 
He  could  sustain  a  liteiary  discussion  with  wondeiful 
a«uteness  and  felicity  of  illustration  Sometimes 
indeed  with  a  leaven  of  those  paradoxical  jpmions 
in  which  he  seemed  tt  delight  with  a  wiKuhiess  of 
exaggeration.  Whilst  I  wiite  thif,  his  death  is  le 
corded^  at  the  age  of  ninety  Dickens  has  painted 
him,  with  scai-cely  any  exaggeration,  in  hia  "  Boycroft." 
Leigh  Hunt  could  have  known  nothing  of  the  early 
friend  of  Southey  when,  in  the  "  Feast  of  the  Poets," 
he  termed  him,  "  one  Mr.  Landor,"  and  made  his 
nam^  rhyme  with  "  gander." 

Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  I  never  saw  but  once. 

It  was  about  the  time  when  he  first  went  to  dwell 

with  Mr.  Gillman  at  Highgate.     To  me,  then  a  very 

19  ■^ 
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young  man,  the  outpourings  of  hia  mighty  volume  of 
words  seemed  somethmg  more  than  eloquence  ;  and 
I  went  away  half  crazed  by  Ids  expositions  of  the 
power  of  the  human  will  in  producing  such  effects 
upon  matter  as  were  once  ascribed  to  magic.  We 
are  more  familiar  in  the  present  day  with  wonders 
such  as  some  of  those  he  had  seen  or  heard  of  in 
Germany;  but  his  belief  that  the  magnetic  needle 
would  follow  the  finger  of  a  bared  hand  and  arm,  did 
not  perhaps  demand  so  great  an  exercise  of  faith  as 
the  stately  walks  of  dining  tables  and  the  nimble 
dances  of  arm  chairs.  The  Caglioatros  of  the  human 
race  have  ever  been  a  thriving  family.  Coleridge  died 
in  1834.  I  went  to  live  at  Highgate  the  year  after. 
During  a  few  years'  friendly  intercourse  with  Mr. 
Gillman  and  his  most  amiable  and  intelligent  wife, 
I  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  ascendancy  which  a 
man  of  the  highest  genius  can  obtain  over  those 
with  whom  he  is  brought  into  daily  contact.  Their 
tastos  were  in  some  respects  essentially  different  from 
his.  His  irregular  habits  must  often  have  been 
exceedingly  annoying.  But  this  was  a  remaikable 
case  of  hero-worship,  in  which  the  devotion  was  as 
enthusiastic  as  in  any  instance  of  the  few  heroes 
whom  the  univei-sal  consent  of  mankind  has  placed 
upon  the  loftiest  pedestal.  I  was  always  enamoured 
of  Coleridge  as  a  poet,  and  had  become  convinced, 
when  I  wrote  my  notice  of  him  in  the  Half-Hours, 
that  there  was  "  no  man  of  our  own  times  who  has 
incidentally,  as  well  as  directly,  contributed  more  to 
produce  that  revolution  in  opinion,  which  has  led  us 
from  the  hard  and  barren  paths  of  a  miscalled 
utility,  to  expatiate  in  the  boundless  luxuriance  ot 
those    regions    of    thought    which    belong   to    the 
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spiritual  part  of  our  iiatiire,  ajid  have  something 
m  them  higher  than  a  money  value."  I  often 
thought  of  Coleridge  as  I  rambled  where  he  had 
mused  for  many  a  year— the  pleasant  meadows  and 
gree&  lanes  near  Caen  Wood.  I  used  sometimes  to 
thint  that  if  it  had  been  my  fortune  to  have  dwelt 
at  Highgate  at  an  earlier  period,  I  might  have  ven- 
tured to  accost  him  as  the  boy  Keats  did,  to  crave 
the  honour-  of  shaking  hands  (although  I  could  not 
eay  "  I  too  am  a  poet ")  with  one  who  had  so  largely 
filled  my  mind  with  images  of  beauty  and  lessons  of 


I  have  incidently  mentioned  my  friend  Dr.  Arnott 
in  these  "Passages."  In  extracting  for  the  Half- 
Hours  the  account  of  the  Barometer  from  his  "  Ele- 
ments of  Physics  "  I  said, "  When  we  consider  that  this 
excellent  book  can  only  be  completed  at  the  rare  in- 
tervals of  leisure  in  a  most  ai-duous  professional  life— 
that  at  the  momenta  when  the  physician  is  not  remov- 
ing or  mitigating  the  sufferings  of  individuals,  he  is 
labouring  for  the  benefit  of  all  by  such  noble  inven- 
tions as  the  Hydrostatic  Bed— we  can  only  hope  that 
the  well-earued  repose  which  wise  men  look  to  in  the 
evening  of  their  day,  will  give  opportunity  for  per- 
fecting one  of  the  books  best  calculated  to  advance 
the  education  of  the  people  that  the  world  has  seen." 
Amidst  bis  engagements  as  a  physician  and  his  devo- 
tion to  science.  Dr.  Arnott  had  still  leisure  for  social 
enjoyment,  as  every  studious  man  who  docs  not  wisli 
to  become  an  ascetic  must  seek  with  moderation. 
There  are  many  who  may  remember  with  the  same 
delight  as  myself  the  pleasant  Thursday  dinnei-s  at 
his  house  in  Bedford  Square.     Here  was  no  osten- 
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tatious  display,  but  the  warmest  welcome.  Here  waa 
no  oppression  of  great  talters,  tut  men  of  very  various 
pursuits  and  acquirements  contributed  eacb  in  bis 
degree  to  the  amusement  of  a  email  listening  circle. 
Of  science  there  was  no  engi'ossing  parade.  Our 
genial  host  seemed  to  say,  in  the  words  of  Milton  to 
Cyriack  Skinner : 

"  To  day  deep  thonghte  resolve  with  me  to  drench 
In  mirth,  that,  aft«r,  no  repenting  draws  ; 
Let  Euclid  rest^  and  Archimedes  pause." 

In  the  wide  range  of  Dr.  Ai'nott's  acquaintance, 
curiously  assorted  guests  would  sometimes  be  found 
at  his  board.  Of  such  was  the  philosophic  Brahmin, 
Eammohun  Roy,  who  was  enabled  to  reconcile  the 
best  principles  of  his  native  faith  with  the  religion 
of  Christians,  and  Eobert  Owen,  who  had  proclaimed 
the  negation  of  all  rehgious  belief  as  essential  to  the 
establishment  of  his  co-operative  system  of  universal 
love.  There  was  much  in  the  real  benevolence  of 
these  two  men,  so  different  in  education  and  habits, 
which  drew  them  together  with  something  like  a 
cordial  sympathy.  But  once,  when  we  were  in  the 
drawing-room,  a  quiet  talk  between  them  upon  the 
principle  of  co-operation  suddenly  broke  out  into  a 
loud  discussion  to  which  we  ail  listened  with  sur- 
passing iateresfc.  The  Kajah  held  his  groundwith  great 
ability,  and  with  no  common  knowledge  of  political 
economy,  against  Owen's  doctrine,  that  in  the  com- 
petitive principle  were  to  bo  found  all  the  t 
and  miseries  of  society.-  The  persevering  I 
with  his  common  sense  was  too  strong  for  the  kind 
hearted  visionary.  Owen,  worn  out  with  objections, 
at  length  exclaimed,  "  Roger,  Roger,  you  are  not  a 
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practical  mart ! "  The  reproach  from  sucli  lips,  and 
the  pecuKar  pronunciation  of  the  Hindu  title,  were 
too  much  for  the  g;ravity  of  any  of  ua  Robert  Owen 
was  a  man  too  respectable  to  provoke  laughter  except 
on  such  a  rare  occasion  as  this — even  from  those  -who 
would  smile  at  his  enthusiasm. 

Of  Wordsworth  in  the  Half-Hours  I  thus  wrote : — 
"  The  greatest  name  in  the  literature  of  om-  own  age 
is  WiUiajn  Wordsworth,  He  has  at  last  influenced 
the  world  more  enduringly  than  any  of  his  contem- 
poraries, although  his  power  has  been  slowly  won." 
I  was  diligently  reading  Wordsworth  fifty  years  £^0 
in  spite  of  the  sneers  of  Jeffrey.  I  can  read  him  now 
without  feeling,  as  younger  men  may  feel,  that  he  is 
tedious.  The  universahty  of  Wordsworth  has  sent 
his  poetry  into  the  homes  of  the  poor  and  lowly,  and 
that  vital  quality  will  keep  him  fresh  and  green  for 
the  few,  and  possibly  for  the  many,  of  coining  ages. 
During  the  long  course  of  years  in  which  Wordsworth 
was  to  me  as  it  were  a  household  presence,  I  never 
saw  him  until  184&.  I  was  then  visiting  Miss 
Martineau  at  Amblesida  Early  on  a  bright  morning, 
a  tall  man,  not  bowed  by  age  but  having  the  deep 
furrows  of  many  winters  on  his  massive  face,  entered 
the  house.  I  knew  at  once  that  it  was  the  great 
poet,  for  no  ordinary  Dalesman  with  his  stout  staff 
and  his  clouted  shoon  would  present  a  countenance 
so  remarkable  in  its  majestic  simplicity.  He  was 
then  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  After  a  pleasant 
chat  with  my  hostess  and  myself,  he  asked  me  to 
walk  with  him  to  his  house  at  Rydal  Mount.  As  we 
passed  along  the  road  the  cottagers  and  the  children 
saluted  him  with  a  familiar  and  yet  respectful  greet- 
ing.  He  was  their  old  friend,  who  had  lived  amongst 
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them  from  the  beginning  of  the  century  ;  who  had 
interested  himself  in  their  feelings  and  habits ;  and 
who,  in  this  constant  and  affectionate  intercourse, 
was  not  likely  to  be  moved  by  the  exhortations  of  an 
Edinburgh  Reviewer.  He  would  not  be  likely  to 
alter  his  way  of  life  at  the  bidding  of  Mr.  Jeffrey, 
and  "condescend  to  mingle  a  little  more  with  the 
people  who  were  to  read  and  judge  of  his  poems, 
instead  of  confining  himself  almost  entirely  to  the 
society  of  the  Dalesmen,  and  cottagers,  and  little 
children,  who  formed  their  subjects."  When  I  spent 
this  pleasant  morning  with  the  great  Lake  poet,  he 
had  a  little  condescended  to  move  out  of  his  seclu- 
sion from  the  gay  world  to  go  to  court  in  his  capacity 
of  Poet  Laureate.  He  laughed  a  little  at  the  idea 
of  his  state  costume,  and  I  really  thought  that  the 
home-spun  suit  of  Wonderful  Robert  Walker  would 
have  been  quite  as  becoming.  Yet  Wordsworth  was 
a  thorough  gentleman.  He  shewed  me  his  favourite 
books  and  the  antique  heir-looms  of  his  study,  with 
the  grace  of  an  unaffected  desire  to  bestow  pleasure 
on  a  chance  visitor  ;  he  pointed  out  the  most  exqui- 
site points  of  view  from  his  own  garden  ;  he  sat  with 
me  for  half  an  hour  on  tho  somewhat  dilapidated 
seat  that  overlooks  the  Lower  Fall  at  Rydal.  He 
talked  with  a  deep  tenderness  of  Hartley  Coleridge, 
the  gifted  and  the  unfortunate,  who  had  died  in  the 
winter  before.  I  was  surprised  at  the  very  slight 
acquaintance  with  the  more  eminent  writers  of  the 
previous  ten  or  twenty  years  which  he  manifested. 
Of  the  novelists  he  appealed  to  know  nothing.  Of 
the  poets  he  might  be  excused  f  r  not  giving  an 
opinion.  He  has  been  reproached  with  wilfully  ignor- 
ing  the    merits    of    hit,   Lontempcji'uies,      I    doubt 
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■whether  it  might  with  justice  be  attributed  either 
to  envy  or  to  aifectation  when  he  told  me  that  he 
felt  no  interest  in  any  modern  book  except  in  Mr, 
Layai-d's  Nineveh,  which  had  then  been  recently 
published.  I  was  fortunate  in  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  this  gi-eat  man  iii  that  mountain  home  where 
he  was  best  seen.  This  was  only  a  year  before  he 
was  laid  in  Grasmere  churchyard.  They  say.  that 
the  lowly  mounds  beneath  which  rest  with  him  the 
remains  of  hia  wife  and  his  sister — close  by  which 
honoured  graves  Hartley  Coleri<^e  was  buried^are 
trampled  down  by  rude  visitors — tourists  perhaps, 
but  without  the  reverence  that  belongs  to  those  who 
come  to  look  upon  such  scenes  of  beauty,  even  were 
there  no  higher  motive  for  reverence  in  all  the  asso- 
ciations of  this  holy  gi-ound. 

In  1847  the  literaiy  reputation  of  Maeaulay,  then 
famous  as  an  orator,  was  built  upon  his  "Lays  of 
Ancient  Rome,"  and  his  "  Essays "  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Review.  I  described  these  essays  as  having 
attained  a  success  far  higher  than  any  other  contri- 
butions to  the  periodical  works  of  our  day.  Their 
success,  indeed,  gave  an  impulse  to  this  somewhat 
novel  mode  of  investing  the  ephemeral  productions 
of  the  Reviewer  with  a  separate  dignity  be6tting 
them  for  a  permanent  position  in  a  library.  The 
commercial  importance  of  this  system  was  sufficiently 
ascertained  when  Mr.  Maeaulay  inserted  in  Lord 
Mahon's  Copyright  Bill  that  clause  which  rendered 
the  consent  of  the  author  necessaiy  to  the  re-publica- 
tion, in  a  separate  shape,  of  his  contributions  to  a 
Review  or  Magazine.  This  was  a  salutary  arrangement 
for  Letters  and  bterary  men.  But  Maeaulay  was  to 
attain  a  far  higher  reputation  than  tJiat  of  the  brilliant 
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essayist.  The  first  and  second  volumes  ofhia  HjBtony  of 
England  were  published  in  1849.  The  third  and  fourth 
Yolumes  in  1855,  The  fifth  volume  was  a  posthu- 
mous fragment.  When  the  youthful  contributor  to 
the  Quarterly  Magazine  of  1824  had  taken  his  posi- 
tion in  the  political  world,  our  once  fiiendlj  inter- 
course was  necessarily  suspended.  He  took  no  part, 
and  probably  felt  no  interest,  in  the  Useful  Know- 
ledge Society,  although  many  of  his  intimate  friends 
were  active  members.  After  hia  return  from  India, 
I  had  often  a  cordial  greeting  from  him  if  we  acci- 
dentally met.  but  I  never  had  the  opportunity  of 
listening,  during  his  maturer  years,  to  that  wonderful 
affluence  of  conversation  for  which  the  Scholar  of 
Trinity  was  as  remarkable  as  the  Cabinet  Minister. 
I  saw  him  laid  in  hia  last  resting  place  in  Poet's 
Corner  on  a  raw  December  day  of  1859.  He  had 
lived  twenty  years  longer  than  his  youthful  friend 
and  colleague,  Praed.  There  was  time  for  Ma«aulay'a 
fame  to  culminate,  but  it  must  always  be  a  matter  of 
regret  that  his  great  historical  work  has  not  given 
to  the  grand  epic  of  tho  Eevolution  a  certain  com- 
pleteness, by  bringing  up  the  splendid  narrative  to 
the  accession  of  the  House  of  Brunswick.  We 
cannot 

"  call  up  him  tliiit  luft  Imlf-told 
The  Etory." 

No  one  else  is  fitted  to  tell  it. 

Amongst  the  "Best  Authors"  are  some  of  whom  the 
traces  of  our  intimacy  are  indicated  with  more  or  less 
fullness  in  my  previous  volumes.  Leigh  Hunt,  John 
Wilson,  Thomas  Be  Quincey,  Thomas  Hood,  are  of 
this  number.  I  may  glean  a  few  sentences  from  the 
Half-Hours  to  mark  my  opinion  of  their  literary 


Hosted  by  Google 


THE   THIKD    EPOCH.  439 

excelloEce.  "Mr.  Hunt,"  I  said,  "who  has  borne 
much  adversity  with  a  cheerfulness  beyond  all  praise, 
■writes  as  freshly  and  brilliantly  as  ever."  I  added 
"  Long  may  those  unfailii^  spirits  which  are  the 
delight  of  his  social  and  family  circle,  be  the  sunshine 
of  his  old  age."  Those  unfailing  spirits  made  tho 
great  charm  of  his  conversation.  The  stream  flowed 
gontly  on,  always  clear,  often  sparkling.  His  vivacity 
frequently  approached  to  wit,  and  if  there  wero  the 
slightest  touch  of  satire  in  his  opinions  of  books  or 
men,  it  was  so  subtle  and  delicate  that  it  was  more 
like  the  fencing  with  foils  of  Congreve's  fine  gentle- 
men, than  the  sword  thrusts  of  one  who  in  his  time 
was  foremost  in  the  lists  of  bold  pubhc  writers,  John 
Wilson's  prose  writings,  as  collected  in  "  The  Eeci^ea- 
tions  of  Christopher  North,"  are  mentioned  by  me 
with  a  warmth  of  admiration  that  to  many  must 
appear  somewhat  extravagant.  "It  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  point  to  three  volumes  of  our  own  times  that 
have  an  equal  chance  of  becoming  immortal."  I 
might  have  spoken  with  more  moderation  had  I  anti- 
cipated that  the  political  partisanship,  so  fierce  and 
so  unscrupulous,  of  the  "  Noctes  "  would  have  been 
reproduced  in  a  permanent  form,  to  make  us  think 
less  of  the  wit,  the  fancy,  the  genial  criticism,  and 
the  unaffected  pathos  of  their  principal  writer.  Of 
De  Quincey  I  expressed  a  deep  regret  that  the  un- 
fortunate habit  which  forms  the  subject  of  his 
"  Confessions"  should  have  prevented  him  from  pro- 
ducing "  any  great  continuous  book,  worthy  of  his 
surpassing  powers."  But  whoever  carefully  reads  the 
fifteen  volumes  of  his  collected  works  will  scarcely 
Join  in  this  regret.  In  his  case,  as  in  that  of  a  few  other 
persons,  his  death  was  necessary  to  place  him  in  the 
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rank  of  a  great  classic.  Thomas  Hood  had  been 
dead  three  years  when  I  published  the  Half-Hours, 
and  there  said  of  him — "He  was  brought  up  an 
engraver ;  he  became  a  writer  of  *  Whims  and 
Oddities,' — and  he  grew  into  a  poet  of  great  and 
original  power.  The  sKght  partition  which  divides 
humour  and  pathos  was  remarkably  exemphfied  in 
Hood,  Misfortune  and  feeble  health  made  him 
doubly  sensitive  to  the  ills  of  hia  fellow-creatures." 
On  several  occasions  we  had  corresponded ;  I  had  met 
him  a  few  times  in  general  society,  but  I  had  never 
the  opportunity  of  cultivating  a  closer  acquaintance. 
I  have  heard  one  who  was  well  fitted  by  his  intimacy 
to  judge  of  Hood's  social  qualities,  speak  of  the 
beauty  of  Ms  domestic  life.  We  had  a  mutual  admi- 
ration of  his  humour  and  his  pathos,  and  above  all 
could  appreciate  that  exquisite  sensibility  which 
made  Hood  touch  the  sore  places  of  the  wretched 
with  such  a  tender  and  delicate  hand.  That  one  was 
Douglas  Jen-old. 

Although  my  close  intorcoui-se  and  unbroken 
friendship  with  Jerrold  was  a  source  of  happiuess  to 
me  for  ten  years,  it  was  not  until  1845  that  I  even 
knew  his  person.  In  November  of  that  year  I  had  a 
special  invitation  to  a  great  Soiree  of  the  Man- 
diester  Athenreum,  to  be  held  in  the  Free  Trade 
Hall,  I  was  the  guest  of  Mr.  James  Heywood,  who 
subsequently  represented  North  Lancashire,  Ab  I 
was  better  pleased  to  stay  in  the  pleasant  country 
house  of  my  host  than  go  much  into  the  smoky 
metropolis  of  cotton,  I  was  not  thrown  into  the 
society  of  the  contributors  to  "  Punch,"  who  were 
assembled  there,  and  might  read  their  names  in 
enormous  placards  advertised  as  the  great  stars  of 
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the  coming  meeting.  "  Punch,"  out  of  a  not  very 
promiaing  commencement  in  1841,  had  in  four  years 
risen  into  an  unequalled  popularity.  Jcrrold  was, 
however,  one  of  its  earliest  contributors,  a  paper  of 
his  appearing  in  the  second  number.  As  the  publi- 
cation went  on  we  may  every  now  and  then  trace 
some  of  those  flashes  of  merriment,  that  biting  satire, 
and  those  pleadings  for  the  wretched,  which  charac- 
terized his  avowed  writings.  "  The  Story  of  a 
I'eather"  which  commenced  in  1843,  and  "Mrs. 
Caudle's  Curtain  Lectures  "  with  which  the  volume 
for  1845  opened,  raised  the  reputation  of  "  Punch" 
to  a  height  which  showed  how,  in  a  periodical  work, 
the  happy  direction  and  the  peculiar  genius  of  one 
man  may  cany  it  far  beyond  the  rea«h  of  ordinary 
competition.  I  described  in  "  Half  Hours "  the 
"  Caudle  Lectures  "  as  "  admirable  examples  of  the 
skill  with  which  character  can  be  preserved  in  eveiy 
possible  variety  of  circumstances."  It  was  almost 
universally  known  who  was  the  author  of  this  re- 
mai-kable  series,  so  that  when  Douglas  JeiTold  rose 
in  the  Free  Trade  Hall  to  address  an  assembly  of 
three  thousand  people,  the  shouts  were  so  continuous 
that  the  coolest  platform- orator  might  have  lost  for 
a  moment  his  presence  of  mind.  I  looked  upon  a 
slight  figure  bending  again  and  again,  as  each  gust 
of  applauae  seemed  to  overpower  him  and  make  him 
shrink  into  himself  Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd  was  in 
the  Chair,  and  had  delivered  an  eloquent  address 
which  the  local  reporters  called  "  massive,"  and 
which  by  some  might  have  been  deemed  "  heavy." 
The  audience  was  perhaps  somewhat  impatient  even 
of  the  florid  language  of  the  author  of  "  Ion,"  for 
they  wanted  to  bear  the  great  wit  who  sat  on  the 


Hosted  by  Google 


442  PASSAGES   OP   A   WOEKINQ   LIFE! 

edge  of  the  platfonn,  and  whose  briUiant  eye  a 
as  if  endeavouring  to  penetrate  the  obscure  distance 
of  that  vast  hall,  the  extremity  of  which  he  might 
possibly  have  calculated  his  somewhat  feeble  voice 
would  be  unable  to  reach.  When  the  moment  had 
at  last  anived  in  which  he  was  called  upon  to  give 
utterance  to  his  thoughts,  he  hesitated,  rambled  into 
unconnected  sentences,  laboured  to  string  together 
some  platitudes  about  education,  and  was  really  dis- 
appointing, even  to  common  expectations,  until  the 
genius  of  the  man  attained  the  ascendancy.  Apos- 
trophising the  enemies  of  education,  he  exclaimed — 
"  Let  them  come  here  and  we  will  serve  them  as 
Luther  served  the  Devil — we  will  throw  inkstands 
at  their  heads."  The  effect  w^  maivellous,  not  only 
upon  his  hearers  but  upon  the  speaker.  He  re- 
covered his  self-possession  and  succeeded  in  making 
a  very  tolerable  speech.  A  few  n^hts  afterwards,  I 
had  to  take  the  Chair  at  the  "  City  of  London  Lite- 
rary and  Scientific  Institution,"  in  AJdersgate  Street, 
and  I  said  there  what  I  have  never  ceased  to  feel.  I 
find  it  reported  that  I  said,  "  I  had  just  retunied 
from  attelidii^  the  splendid  soiree  of  the  Atheneeum 
at  Manchester.  I  had  felt  that  it  was  a  rare,  and 
perhaps  unequalled,  spectacle — that  of  three  or  foui- 
thousand  ladies  and  gentlemen  comfortably  seated  in 
a  vast  hall  glittering  with  light,  to  listen  to  the 
addresses  of  popular  writers.  But,  at  the  same  time; 
I  could  not  avoid  feeling  that  there  was  something  in 
this  display  which  would  not  bear  the  test  of  sober 
examination.  I  ventured  to  think  that  it  was  a 
piietake  to  tempt  authors  out  of  their  proper  sphere 
to  pome  foi-ward  as  orators — to  ask  them  to  play 
upon  an  instrument   to  which  they  were  unacciis- 
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fcomed — and,  of  necessity,  to  feel  a  proper tionatQ 
disappointment  when  some  one,  who  had  afforded 
unmixed  dehght  in  his  own  vocation,  was  found,  as 
a  speaker,  not  to  drop  all  pearls  and  rubies  from  his 
mouth,  like  the  princess  in  the  fairy  tale."  If  it  bo 
replied  to  this  argiunent  that  Mr.  Dickens  is  the 
most  effective  speaker  at  a  public  dinner  that  was 
ever  listened  to  with  general  admkation,  I  will 
answer,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  Manchester  Free 
Library  in  1852, 1  heard  one  of  the  greatest  masters 
of  the  English  language  utterly  break  down  in  ad- 
dressing a  huge  audience,  and  take  his  seat  in  hope- 
less despair  of  being  able  to  complete  the  sentence 
which  he  had  begun.  That  speaker  was  the  autho 
of  "  Vanity  Fair." 

In  the,  "Half  Hours"  I  have  described  the  iirst 
gi-eat  novel  of  William  Makepeace  Thackeray  as  "  a 
masterly  production— the  work  of  an  acute  observer 
—sound  in  principle,  manly  in  its  contempt  of  the 
miserable  conventionalities  that  make  our  social  life 
such  a  cold  and  barren  thing  for  too  many.  Never 
was  the  absurd  desire  for  display,  which  is  the  bane 
of  so  much  real  happiness,  better  exposed  than  in 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Thackeray.  He  is  the  very 
antagonism  of  that  heartless  pretence  to  exclusiveness 
and  gentility  which  acquired  for  its  advocates  and 
expositors  the  name  of  'the  silver-fork  school' 
Such  authors  as  this  produce  incalculable  benefit, 
and  will  do  much  to  biiog  us  back  to  that  old  English 
simplicity— the  parent  of  i-eal  taste  and  refinement — 
which  sees  nothing  truly  to  be  ashamed  of  but  profli- 
gacy and  meanness."  Of  the  private  character  and 
conversation  of  the  author  of  the  series  of  fictions— 
which  will  most  probably  bold  their  place  till  some 
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great  revolution  of  opinion  senda  a  new  g 
to  seek  for  delight  in  writers  of  s,  different  school 
from  this  great  master — I  know  too  little  to  speak 
with  any  authority.  In  saying  here  what  I  did 
observe  in  Thackeray,  I  hope  not  to  be  considered  as 
going  out  of  my  way  to  add  my  voice  to  the  general 
accord  of  panegyric  which  has  naturally  followed  the 
sudden  deprivation  we  have  recently  endured.  Mycon- 
viction  was,  that  beneath  an  occasional  affectation  of 
cynicism,  there  was  a  tenderness  of  heart  which  he 
was  more  eager  to  repress  than  to  exhibit ;  that  he 
was  no  idolater  of  rank  in  the  sense  in  which  Moore 
was  said  dearly  to  love  a  lord,  but  had  his  best 
pleasures  in  the  society  of  those  of  his  own  social 
position — -men  of  letters  and  artists ;  and  that, 
however  fond  of  "the  full  flow  of  London  talk,"  his 
own  home  was  the  centre  of  his  affections.  He  was 
a  sensitive  man,  as  I  have  seen  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  One,  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning.  We 
were  dining  at  the  table  of  Mr.  M.  D.  HiU,  on  the 
9th  of  April,  ISiS,  the  evening  before  the  expected 
outbreak  of  Chartism  in  London.  The  cloth  had 
scarcely  been  removed,  when  be  suddenly  started  up 
and  said,  "  Pray  excuse  me,  I  must  go.  I  left  my 
children  in  terror  that  something  dreadful  was  about 
to  happen.     I  am  unfit  for  society.     Good  nights" 

Of  our  other  great  novelist,  I  wrote  in  "Hajf  Hours" 
— "  Dickens,  as  well  as  every  writer  of  enduring 
fiction,  must  be  judged  by  his  power  of  producing  a 
mmplot-e  work  of  Art,  in  which  all  the  pai-ts  have  a 
mutual  relation.  Tested  by  this  severe  principle, 
some  of  his  creations  may  be  held  imperfect, — written 
for  periodical  issue  and  not  published  entire,- — hurried 
occasionally,  and  wanting  in  proportion.     But  from 
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the  'Pickwick'  of  1S37  to  the  'Dombey'  of  1848, 
there  has  been  do  failing  of  interest  and  effect ;  hia 
ctiaracters  are  '  famihar  in  our  mouths  as  household 
woi-de;'  his  faults  are  for  the  critical  eye." 

Mr.  Forster  had  in  1840  attained  a  high  reputation 
as  the  author  of  "  Statesmen  of  the  Commonwealth." 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  here  to  point  out  with  what 
maateiy  of  original  materials  he  has  improved  these 
biographies  into  works  of  permanent  historical  value. 
When  I  published  my  "Half  Hours,"  he  had  just 
achieved  a  wide  populaiity  as  the  author  of  "  Oliver 
Goldsmith,  a  Biography."  Of  this  charming  book  I 
thus  wrote : — "  Mr.  Forster  has  lighted  up  the  authentic 
narrative  of  a  literary  life  with  the  brilliant  hues  of 
taste  and  imagination ;  and,  what  is  a  higher  thing, 
he  has  told  the  stoiy  of  the  en-ors,  the  sorrows,  the 
endurance,  and  the  success,  of  one  of  the  most 
dehghtful  of  our  'best  authors,'  with  an  earnest 
vindication  of  simplicity  of  character,  and  a  deep 
sympathy  with  the  struggles  of  talent,  which  ought 
to  make  every  reader  of  this  life  more  just,  tolerant, 
and  loving  to  his  fellows."  As  was  the  case  with  Mr. 
Dickens,  Mr.  Foi-ster  and  I  became  more  intimately 
associated  about  the  middle  of  the  century.  In  his 
chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn  be  frequently  gathered 
around  him  a  small  circle  of  men  of  Letters.  Those 
who  sat  at  his  hospitable  board  were  seldom  too  few 
or  too  many  for  general  conversation. 

There  I  firat  met  Tennyson,  and  there  Oarlyle. 
Some  .other  hand  will  perhaps  complete  my  imperfect 
selection  from  the  Best  Authors,  by  a  copious  addition 
of  names  of  recent  writers,  and  by  supplementing  my 
biographical  notices  of  those  there  given.  He  will 
have  to  trace  the  maturity  of  Tennyson's  powers  in 
"The  Princess,"  in  the  "In  Memoriam,"  in  "Maud," 
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in  "  The  Idylls  of  the  King,"  and  in  "  Enoch  Arden." 
What  an  influence  the  poems  of  Tennyson  have  had 
upon  the  tastes  of  the  present  s^e  can  scarcely  be 
appreciated,  except  by  a  contrast  with  the  fiery  stim- 
ulus of  the  feast  which  Eyron  prepared  half  a 
century  ago.  There  must  be  pauses  in  the  excite- 
ment of  these  days — in  which  "  onward,"  the  motto 
of  one  of  the  railway  companies,  may  apply  to  ail  the 
movements  of  social  life — when  the  most  busy  and 
the  most  pleasure- seeking  may  relish  a  poet  who, 
with  a  perfect  mastery  of  harmonious  numbera,  fills 
the  mind  with  tranquil  images  and  natural  thoughts, 
di-awn  out  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
humaa  heart.  In  familiar  intercourse,  such  as  that 
of  Mr.  Foreter'a  table,  Mr.  Tennyson  was  cordial  and 
unaffected,  exhibiting,  as  in  his  writings,  the  simpli- 
.city  of  a  manly  character,  and  feeling  perfectly  safe 
from  his  chief  aversion,  the  "  digito  monstrari,"  was 
quite  at  his  ease.  Of  Mr.  Carlyle's  conversation  I 
cannot  call  up  a  more  accurate  idea  than  by  describ- 
ing his  talk  as  of  the  same  character  as  his  writings. 
Always  forcible,  often  quaint  and  peculiar ;  felicitous 
in  his  occasional  touches  of  fancy ;  not  unfrequently 
sarcastic.  When  I  edited  the  "Half  Houi-s,"  his 
"French  Revolution"  was  bis  chief  work,  and  I  could 
justly  say  of  that  book,  as  I  might  say  of  his  "  Crom- 
well "  and  his  "  Frederick  the  Great " — "  In  graphic 
power  of  description,  whether  of  scenes  or  of  charac- 
ters, he  has  not  a  living  equal." 
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CHAPTER  XXm. 

JIHE  LAND  WE  LIVE  IN,  a  monthly  illus- 
trated publication,  was  commenced  by  me 
in  1847.  It  had.  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
same  object  as  "  Old  England,"  of  describing 


monuments  of  the  past,  but  those  notices  were  always 
in  connection  with  the  aspects  of  our  latest  civili- 
zation. 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  publication 
of  "  The  Land  we  Live  in,"  I  had  availed  myself  of 
every  opportunity  to  visit  our  great  seats  of  industry, 
chiefly  with  a  view  to  observe  the  prioress  of  Edu- 
cation and  to  inquire  into  the  general  condition  of 
the  people.  Eor  several  years  I  had  contemplated  a 
hterary  undertaking,  the  materials  for  which  could 
not  be  whoUy  obtained  from  books.  I  aspired  to 
write  "The  History  of  England  during  the  Thirty 
Years'  Peace,  1815—1845."  The  publication  of  this 
work  was  commenced  in  1846,  and  a  portion  of  it, 
embracing  the  annals  of  1816-17,  was  written  by  me. 
The  illness  of  my  partner,  and  his  consequent  with- 
drawal from  onr  bnsinesa,  in  which  he  attended  to  the 
financial  part,  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  devote 
myself  almost  entirely  to  my  commerciaj  responsi- 
bilities. The  "History  of  the  Peace"  was  suspended 
for  some  months ;  and  I  then  was  fortunate  in  findii^ 
one  of  the  few  persons  adequately  qualified,  not  only 
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by  tbo  power  of  writing  agreeably,  but  by  umvcaried 
industry  aad  a  long  course  of  observation  upon  the 
social  affairs  of  the  country,  to  produce  a  book  of 
permanent  valua  The  composition  of  this  HistoTy 
of  Thirty  Years  was  resumed  by  Miss  Martinean, 
and  was  completed  by  her  with  a  success  that  I 
might  have   been  unable  to  attain. 

In  the  Session  of  1854,  a  Commifctee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  was  sitting  to  exiimine  witnesses  upon 
that  question  of  the  abolition  of  the  Newspaper  Stamp, 
which  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
twenty  years  before.  Afterthe  Meeting  of  Parliament 
in  1855,  a  very  general  opinion  prevailed  that  the  then 
Penny-stamp  would  be  entirely  abolished,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  transmitting  a  newspaper  by  post. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  George  Corne- 
wall  Lewis,  through  his  private  Secretary,  Sir  Alex- 
ander Duff  Gordon,  requested  me  to  inform  him  what 
was  the  greatest  dreulation  of  each  number  of  the 
Penny  Magazine  at  any  time.  In  giving  this  in- 
formation I  referred  him  to  a  little  book  which  Mr. 
Murray  had  just  published  for  me— "The  Old 
Piiater  and  the  Modem  Press," — in  which  I  had 
taken  a  rapid  view  of  the  circulation  and  character 
of  penny  periodicals  at  the  beginning  of  lS5i.  I 
had  stated  that  of  four  of  these  a  million  sheets  were 
then  sold  weekly.  In  my  letter,  I  thought  it  right 
to  convey  fully  my  opinion  upon  the  question  of  the 
abolition  of  the  Stamp,  and  in  support  of  that  opinion 
I  mentioned  that  Dr.  Arnold  was  strongly  impressed 
with  the  notion  that  a  Newspaper  was  the  best 
vehicle  for  communicating  knowledge  to  the  people  ; 
the  events  of  the  day,  he  maintained,  were  a  doiinite 
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subject  to  which  instniction  could  be  attached  in  the 
best  possible  manner.  An  extract  from  the  letter 
thus  written  by  me  may  fitly  introduce  the  general 
subject  of  the  extension  of  the  Newspaper  Press 
during  the  last  eight  or  nine  years,  upon  which  I 
propose  to  treat  in  this  chapter.  "  The  chaise  ia 
the  character  of  the  Penny  Periodicals  during  the 
last  five  or  six  years,  from  the  lowest  ribaldry  and 
positive  indecency  to  a  certain  propriety — and  of 
which  frivolity  is  the  chief  blemish — is  an  assurance 
to  me  that  the  cheapening  of  Newspapers  by  the 
removal  of  the  Stamp  will  not  let  in  that  flood  of 
sedition  and  blasphemy  which  some  appear  to  dread. 
The  charaoter  of  the  mass  of  readers  ia  improved. 
In  my  little  book  I  have  opposed  the  removal  of  the 
Stamp,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  a  quantity  of  local 
papers  would  start  up,  that  would  be  devoted  to 
mere  pariah  pohtics,  and  sectarian  squabbles,  instead 
of  being  national  in  their  objects  ;  and  that  would 
huddle  together  the  worst  of  criminal  trials  and 
police  cases,  without  attempting  to  suggest  any 
sound  principles  of  politics,  or  furnish  any  useful 
information.  To  provide  a  corrective  to  this,  I  have 
devised  the  plan  detailed  in  the  circular,  which  I  left 
with  you.  I  sent  out  an  intelligent  traveller  iato  the 
Midland  districts  last  week,  confidentially  to  explain 
this  plan  to  active  printers  in  towns  that  had  no 
local  paper ;  and  his  report  shows  that  the  piinciple 
will  be  eagerly  adopted." 

The  plan  which  I  had  devised  was  founded  upon 
my  old  newspaper  experience,  during  which,  for 
several  years,  three-fourths  of  the  local  Paper  of 
Berkshire  and  Buckinghamshire  were  printed  at  the 
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^  sa"  Office  atWindsor,  and  one-fourth  at  a 
branch  office  at  Aylesbury.  In  connection  with  a 
highly  respectable  printing  firm,  I  commenced  the 
publication  of  the  "  Town  and  Country  Newspaper " 
immediately  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-duty  in 
1855.  There  were  many  elements  of  success  in  this 
plan,  but  it  was  defeated  by  the  complex  and  expen- 
sive organization  necessary  to  supply  small  adven- 
turers into  the  new  world  of  journalism  with  the 
very  few  impressions  each  required  at  first  to  meet 
his  local  demand.  Nor  was  my  belief  that  this  sort 
of  publication  might  be  made  the  vehicle  for  com- 
bining, not  only  a  well  digested  body  of  news,  but 
sound  practical  information  upon  many  subjects  of 
public  interest,  destined  to  be  realized.  The  readers 
in  very  small  towns,  in  which  the  one  printer  was 
generally  the  first  to  make  the  experiment  which  I 
proposed,  did  not  very  anxiously  desire  to  see  the 
newspaper  made  an  instrument  of  education,  or  for  the 
advancement  of  objects  of  public  improvement.  The 
nndertaking  was  not  remunerative,  and  I  had  no 
desire  to  press  upon  my  partners  the  continuance  of 
a  scheme  that  did  not  pay  as  quickly  as  was  expected. 
The  plan  became  veiy  extensively  adopted  after  the 
establishment  of  penny  local  Journals  had  created  a 
demand,  and  they  were  found  to  supply  a  public 
want  Four  hundred  such  provincial  Papers  are  said 
t-o  be  now  partly  printed  in  London ;  but  I  am  in- 
formed by  a  friond,  who  is  perfectly  weU-acquainted 
with  the  curious  facts  connected  with  the  present 
state  of  local  and  other  Newspapers,  that  the  plan  of 
printing  one  side  of  a  weekly  sheet  in  London  is  now 
going  out  of  use.  There  is  another  mode  adopted,  of 
making  the  same  information,  and  tJie  same  labour  of 
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setting  up  tlie  types,  available  for  many  papers^  which 
is  a  striking  example  of  the  effect  of  new  comhina^ 
tiona  of  industrial  art  and  science,  for  the  diminution 
of  expense  of  production.  There  is  an  enterprising 
proprietor  of  a  local  newspaper  in  one  of  our  large 
manufacturing  towns,  who  has  a  stereotyping  office 
in  London,  and  supphes  small  journals  throughout 
the  country  with  stereotyped  matter  at  a  low  rate  per 
column,  of  which  he  will  send  any  number  of  columns 
up  to  twenty-toui  The  plan  is  so  simple  and  so 
convenient  that  his  customers  are  very  numerous, 
and  he  is  consideied  to  be  making  a  much  better 
profit  out  of  his  stereotype  plates,  than  by  his  well- 
circulated  Journal  This  system  is  one  of  the  many 
instances,  with  which  we  are  becoming  more  and 
more  famiUar,  of  co-operation  for  Production,  Per- 
haps a  more  striking  example  is  furnished  in  the 
economical  management  of  some  daily  papers  in 
England  and  Scotland,  published  out  of  London,  of 
which  number  there  are  now  nearly  forty.  Several 
of  the  proprietors  of  these  large  local  journals  have 
associated  for  the  establishment  of  an  office  in  London, 
with  a  literary  staff,  compositors,  and  stereotype- 
founders.  There  are  five  or  more  papers  which  par- 
ticipate in  this  arrangement.  Each  paper  belonging 
to  this  league  uses  the  stereotypes  according  to  its 
especial  wants  and  convenience,  sometimes  all  that  is 
dispatched ;  more  frequently  a  selection  is  made.  I 
have  before  me  a  Provincial  Daily  Paper,  of  October 
20th,  1864,^ — a  large  woll  printed  dieet,  price  Id. 
My  friend  has  marked  for  my  information  the  matter 
which  has  been  thus  traiismitted  to  this  journal,  as 
to  others,  by  express  trains,  generally  leaving  London 
at    5  p.m.,  and  reaching  places  two  hundred  miles 
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distant  by  11  p.m.  The  matter  which  I  thus  find  in 
this  paper  comprises  eight  Mio  columns,  and  neces- 
sarily contains  the  very  latest  news  and  comment. 
What  a  power  do  the  Managers  of  this  joumahatic 
Confederacy  possess  for  the  direction  of  pubhc  opinion, 
and  how  real  a  matter  of  congratulation  it  is  that  the 
time  is  past  when  the  influence  of  the  Newspaper 
Press  was  too  frequently  inimical  to  quiet  and  good 
government!  Dr.  Ai-nold  wrote  to  the  Archbishop 
of  Dubhn  in  1833,  "I  think  that  a  newspaper  alone 
can  help  to  cure  the  evil  which  newspapers  have 
done  and  are  doing." 

In  considering  the  feasibility  of  carrying  forward 
upon  a  large  scale,  the  plan  of  printing  the  general 
portion  of  a  newspaper  in  London,  to  be  completed 
by  the  pubheher  in  a  country  town,  I  was  careful  to 
inform  myself  of  the  exact  number  of  Local  Joumala 
in  every  county.  The  materials  were  to  be  collected 
from  a  very  useful  publication,  "The  Newspaper 
Press  Directory,"  by  0.  Mitchell,  which  had  then 
been  established  nine  or  ten  years.  It  is  contiaued 
annually  at  the  present  time  ;  and  a  comparison 
merely  of  the  quantity  of  printed  matter  in  the 
volume  for  1855,  and  that  for  1864,  will  at  once 
point  to  the  vast  increase  in  Joumaham.  I  find 
amongst  my  papers  a  voluminous  abstract  of  the 
state  of  the  Local  Newspaper  Press,  which  I  drew 
out  six  months  before  the  abolition  of  the  Stamp. 
In  the  forty  EngUsh  counties  there  were  120  cities 
and  towns,  omitting  London,  in  which  Newspapers 
were  then  published.  But  in  these  there  were  261 
papers,  the  more  important  places  having,  in  many 
instances,  more  than  one  such  organ  of  intell^nce. 
To  my  abstract  I  appended  the  number  of  inhabi- 
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tants  of  each  town.  The  result  of  my  examination 
was,  that  there  wore  350  populous  towns  without  any 
Local  Paper,  viz. — 

89  Towns  with  population  above  BOOO — under  SOOO, 
'0^      »  ..  „      3000—    „     5000. 

S3      »  >,  I,      6000—    „     7000. 

82     „  „  „      7000  and  upwards. 

These  were  statistical  facts  of  deep  significance. 

The  amount  of  the  change  which  has  been  pro- 
duced in  eight  years  by  the  abolition  of  the  News- 
paper Stamp  and  the  Advei-tisement  Buty — in  some 
degree  aJao  by  the  repeal  of  the  tax  upon  paper — is 
sufficiently  indicated  by  the  following  figures ; — 
There  were  published  in  England,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  year,  919  journals.  Of  these 
240  belonged  to  London ;  and  these  included  13 
daily  morning  papers,  7  evening,  and  220  published 
during  the  week  and  at  intervals.  But  these  London 
Journals,  not  daily,  comprise  the  purely  literary  and 
scientific  papers— the  legal  and  medical,  and  more 
numerous  than  all,  the  religious  journals.  Further, 
since  I  made  my  abstract  of  Local  Papers,  there  have 
started  into  flourishing  existence  no  less  than  32 
district  journals  of  the  Metropolis  and  its  suburbs. 
Taking  these  240  metropolitan  and  suburban  papers 
from  the  total  919  pubUshed  in  England,  I  find  that 
there  are  now  679  Cowntry  Newspapers,  instead  of 
the  261  which  I  found  existing  in  1855.  I  may 
infer,  therefore,  without  going  into  a  minute  exami- 
nation of  the  matter,  that  the  350  populous  places 
which,  at  that  time,  had  no  newspaper  of  their  own, 
are  now  not  left  without  a  vehicle  for  the  publication 
of  their  local  affairs,  whether  important  or  frivolous, 
whether  affecting  a  nation  or  a  parish.     To  finish  this 
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summary,  I  may  add  that  Wales  has  37  journals ; 
Scotlaud  140 ;  Ireland  140  ;  the  British  Isles  14  ; 
making  up  for  the  United  Kingdom  a  total  of  1250. 
Of  the  aggregate  circulation  of  these  Journals,  it  ia 
impossihle  to  arrive  at  any  accurate  estimate.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  centuiy,  the  annual  circulation 
of  newspapers  in  Ei^land  and  Wales  was  15  millions. 
In  1853,  as  was  shown  by  the  Stamp-Office  returns, 
the  annual  circulation  of  England  and  Wales  was 
72  millions,  and  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  each 
8  millions.  Even  the  circidation  in  1853  was  an 
astounding  fact,  and  I  then  wrote,  "Visit,  if  you  can, 
the  interior  of  that  marvellous  hiiman  machine  the 
General  Post  Office,  on  a  Friday  evening  from  half- 
past  five  to  six  o'clock.  Look  with  awe  upon  the 
tons  of  newspapers  that  are  crowding  in  to  be  dis- 
tributed through  the  habitable  globe.  Think  silently 
how  potent  a  power  is  this  for  good  or  for  evil.  You 
turn  to  one  of  the  boxes  of  the  letter-sorters,  and 
your  guide  will  tell  you,  'this  work  occupies  not 
half  the  time  it  formerly  did,  for  everybody  writes 
better.'  "  gome  of  the  elder  country  newspapers  and 
some  tliat  have  started  into  life  since  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp,  have  a  circulation  that  is  to  be  numbered 
by  thousands.  But  if  we  only  assign  a  sale  of  1000 
each  to  the  679  country  papei-s  in  England,  we  have 
a  total  ajinual  circulation  of  235  millions.  The  Scotch 
and  Irish  Journals  will  probably  swell  the  aggregate 
annual  circulation  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  250 
millions.  Taking  the  entire  population  at  30  milKons, 
this  estimate  would  give  eight  newspapers  iu  the 
course  of  the  year  to  every  person  :  and  assuming 
that  every  newspaper  has  six  readers,  there  is  no 
present    want  In    these  Kingdoms   of  the  hterary 
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means  of  keeping  the  entire  mass  of  the  people 
informed  upon  every  current  event  and  topic.  But 
there  may  be  other  wants  to  be  met  besides  those 
which  are  supplied  by  the  vast  increase  of  journalism 
before  the  newspaper  can  be  within  the  reach  of  the 
whole  of  the  adult  population.  There  are  thousands 
growing  into  men  and  women  who,  during  the  last 
decade,  when  newspapers  have  been  rising  up  for  an 
almost  universal  nse,  have  acquired  the  ability  to 
read-  The  numbers  of  those  wholly  uninstructed 
must  be  very  few  in  populous  districts  compared 
with  the  days  when  the  newspaper  was  the  most 
highly  taxed  article  of  necessity  or  luxury.  Now 
that  it  has  become  one  of  the  cheapest  of  inventions 
for  the  supply  of  a  general  want,  it  may  be  weU  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  which  interfere  with  an 
universal  supply. 

An  ingenious  and  instructive  "  Newspaper  Map  of 
the  United  Kingdom,"  accompanies  Mitchell's  News- 
paper Press  Directory.  It  is  suggestive  of  several 
important  facfe  in  our  social  condition,  which  we  are 
apt  to  pass  over  in  looking  at  its  multifarious  details. 
The  several  districts  of  the  kingdom  are  indicated 
by  different  colours,  not  only  as  manufacturing, 
mining,  and  agricultural,  but  by  other  colours,  where 
two  or  more  of  these  large  classes  of  occupation  are 
combined.  When  we  glance  at  the  Agricultural 
Counties,  twenty-three  in  number,  extending  from 
Somersetshire  to  Liacolnshire,  and  bounded  by  the 
inland  Manufacturing  and  Agricultural  Counties,  five 
in  number,  we  feel  something  like  wonder  that 
amongst  these  agricultural  communities  there  should 
appear  so  great  a  number  of  towns  having  one  or 
more  newspapers.     It  is  no  matter  of  surprise  that 
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the  Manufacturing  and  Mining  Counties,  with  their 
eiiormouK  populations,  should  he  dotted  with  a  circular 
niark,  indicating  the  puhlication  of  one  paper, 
or  with  a  square  mark,  indicating  more  than  one. 
Nor  are  we  surprised  that  where  there  is  a  mixed 
population,  iu  which  farms,  and  factories,  and  under- 
ground operations,  supply  the  funds  for  the  main- 
tenance of  labour,  the  newspapers  should  be  as 
numerous  as  in  the  seats  of  the  Woollen  and  Cotton 
Manufacture,  and  in  the  great  ports  associated  with 
them,  A  minuter  investigation  into  this  map  will 
show  how  the  purely  Agricultural  Districts  so  abound 
with  Local  Newspapers,  The  places  in  which  they 
are  published  are,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  situated 
on  the  lines  of  railway.  The  Eailwaj  and  the  Local 
Newspaper  seem  to  have  sprung  up  together  into  an 
extension  which,  even  ten  years  ago,  it  would  have 
required  some  effort  of  the  imagination  to  consider 
possible.  How  is  it,  then,  that  the  agricultural 
labouring  population  must  he  held  as  very  imper- 
fectly supplied  with  the  same  means  of  information 
as  the  residents  in  towns?  Look  at  this  Newspaper 
Map,  and  observe  what  large  blank  spaces  lie  between 
every  thread  of  the  great  network  of  railways.  In 
the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  which  is  almost 
purely  agricultural,  these  blanks  are  as  remarkable 
as  those  of  Wales  when  we  get  away  from  the  Mining 
Districts,  or  Scotland,  when  we  have  passed  from  the 
seats  of  manufactures  and  commerce  into  the  moun- 
tainous districts.  In  the  blank  spaces  thus  indicated, 
where  dwell  the  gi'eat  food-producing  population,  in 
small  villages  and  hamlets,  the  newspaper  never 
ctfmes  except  by  the  post  The  extension,  of  late  years, 
of  the  operations  of  the  Post-oiRce,  has  rendered  the 
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number  of  those  partially  excluded  from  communi- 
cation with  the  outer  world,  much  less  than  it  waa 
long  after  the  introduction  of  Penny  Postage.  But, 
with  the  extension  of  the  Post,  the  delivery  of  news- 
papers bj  special  messengers  from  the  towns  has 
almost  ceased.  Bearing  in  mind  the  cost  of  communi- 
cation, whether  by  direct  delivery  or  by  a  postage 
stamp,  we  need  not  be  surprised  that  the  newspaper, 
London  or  provincial,  is  not  often  to  be  found  in  the 
labourer's  cottaga 
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CHAPTER  SXIV. 

j]  HE  naiTative  of  my  publishing  enterprises 
■was,  in  Chapter  XXIII.,  brought  rrp  to 
1855;  with  the  exception  of  the  two  most 
important  works  of  my  later  years,  the 
"Englisli  Cyclopedia"  and  tlie  "Popular  Histoiy  of 
England."  In  these  undertakings  I  had  a  pro- 
prietary interest,  although,  as  I  stated  in  the 
Preface  to  the  present  book,  "  I  had  to  hecome 
more  a  writer  and  an  editor  than  a  publisher." 
I  have  reserved  a  brief  account  of  these  works  until 
I  should  arrive,  in  the  natural  sequence  of  these 
'  Passages,'  at  the  periods  of  their  completion. 
The  eight  years  that  were  occupied  by  the  super- 
intendence of  the  Cyclopfedia  —  during  seven  of 
which  I  was  also  occupied  in  writing  tho  History — 
bring  me  to  the  termination  of  the  Half  Century 
of  my  Working  Life. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  novels  of  Sir  Edward 
Bulwer  Lytton  is  entitled  "  What  will  he  do  with 
it  "i "  When,  in  1848,  after  the  completion  of  the 
"  Penny  Cyclopfedia,"  I  had  parted  with  the  stock 
and  stereotype  plates,  the  copyright  remained  in  my 
hands.  It  had,  cost  a  large  sum  of  money;  of  its 
literary  value  no  one  doubted;  but  its  commercial 
value  remained  to  be  tested.  "  What  will  he  do  with 
it  ? "  said  the  Trade.     I  turned  it  to  account  in  an 
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abridgment  entitled  the  "  National  Cjclopa;dia."  In 
this  the  original  work  was  melted  down  to  one- 
fourth  of  its  dimensions.  It  was  a  useful  book,  but 
it  was  far  from  satisfying  the  requirements  of  those 
who  sought  in  a  Oyclopsedia  to  supply  the  place  of  a 
email  library.  From  this  "  National  Cyclopedia  "  of 
too  scanty  dimensions,  I  turned  my  attention  towards 
producing  one  of  larger  proportions  even  than  the 
original  work.  Tlie  "  Imperial  Cyclopjedia,"  of  which 
a  Prospectus  was  largely  cu'culated,  was  proposed  to  be 
divided  into  eight  or  ten  great  compartments,  each  of 
which  was  to  be  prefeced  by  a  treatise  by  some  emi- 
nent writer.  It  would  have  been  a  laige  undertaking, 
but  I  had  assurances  of  support  fi-om  persons  of 
influence,  encouraging  enough,  but  not  suiHciently 
numerous  to  lead  me  onward  to  a  great  risk.  Some 
of  the  letters  of  these  supporters  are  before  me. 
One  of  them  is  so  characteristic  of  a  nobleman  who 
had  an  hereditary ,  love  of  science,  and  a  natural 
devotion  to  literature,  that  I  may  be  pardoned  the 
egotism  of  its  insertion.  Lord  Ellesmere  writes  to 
me  on  the  19th  of  June,  1850  :— "  I  shall  direct  my 
bookseller  to  furnish  the  volumes  as  they  come  out, 
as  I  look  upon  your  professional  labours  as  among 
the  best  exertions  of  the  day  for  fighting  the  devil 
and  all  his  works."  Lord  EUesmore'e  cordial  le:,^cf 
to  me  was  his  answer  to  my  proposal  to  publish  by 
subscription.  This  plan,  by  which  authors  and  pub- 
lishers took  hostages  agamst  evil  fortune,  was  in 
general  use  during  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Like  most  other  human  things  it  was 
subject  to  abuse;  but  it  was  founded  upon  a  true 
estimate  of  the  peculiar  risks  of  publishing.  It  is 
manifest  that,  if  a  certain  number  of  persons  unite 
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in  agreement  to  purchase  a  book  which  is  about  to 
be  printed,  the  author  may  be  at  ease  with  regard  to 
the  issue  of  the  enterprise  ;  and  the  subscribers 
ought  to  receive  what  they  want,  at  a  lower  cost  than 
when  risk  enters  into  price.  For  more  than  half  a 
century  neai-ly  all  the  gi-eat  books  were  published  by 
subscription;  and  the  highest  in  literature  felt  no 
degradation  in  themselves  canvassing  with  theii- 
subscription  receipts.  The  plan  which,  upon  the 
face  of  it,  was  a  just  one  for  all  parties— a  fair  es- 
cLango  between  seller  and  buyer — came  in  process 
of  time  to  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  The  practice 
of  soliciting  subsciiptions  which,  in  Pope,  and  Steele, 
and  Johnson,  and  iiftj  other  eminent  authors,  was 
legitimate  and  honourable,  was  in  the  next  century 
either  ti-eated  with  cold  neglect,  or  regarded  with  the 
same  suspicion  as  the  devices  of  the  begging-letter 
writer.  I  quickly  found  out  my  mistake,  and  united 
myself  with  a  publishing  house  who  had  the  means 
of  largely  circulating  a  serial  work  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

I  have  already  devoted  two  Chapters  to  the  history 
of  the  "  Penny  Oyclopiedia."  I  have  there  described 
the  labours  of  the  various  Contributors,  and  have 
recorded  some  eharaefceristic  traits  of  the  eminent 
persons  who  were  associated  in  this  work.  It  was 
completed  in  1844.  In  the  nine  years  that  elapsed 
between  that  period  and  the  commencement  of  the 
"  English  CycIopEedia,"  knowledge  of  all  lands  had 
been  accumulating  at  a  rate  of  maiTellous  rapidity. 

The  geographical  descriptions,  for  example,  of 
the  "  Penny  Cyclopedia,"  had  stopped  short  of  the 
wonderful  development  of  the  Australiiin  colonies. 
The  new  Cyclopedia  was  arranged  in  four  divisions. 
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Geography,  Natural  History,  Biography,  Ai-ts  and 
Sciences.  The  two  first  of  these  Divisions  were  pro- 
ceeding at  the  same  time,  and  were  each  completed 
in  two  years  and  a  hal£  What  a  store  of  new 
materials  had  boon  gathering  together,  for  the  use  of 
the  Geographer  and  the  Naturalist,  that  required  to 
be  set  forth  in  the  remodelled  Oyclop^ia  I  These 
two  Divisions  were  succeeded  by  that  of  Biography. 
If  no  other  additions  had  been  required  than  the 
inti-oduction  of  names  of  living  persons,  the  new  lite- 
rary labour  would  have  been  of  no  small  amount — 
sufficient  indeed  to  form  a  separate  book,  not  so 
lai'ge  but  essentially  as  complete  as  the  'Biographie 
des  Contemporains.'  This  Biographical  Division,  in 
six  volumes,  was  completed  in  1858.  The  Division 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  included  a  great  amount  of 
miscellaneous  subjects,  not  capable  of  being  inti-o- 
duced  into  the  more  precise  arrangement  of  the  three 
previous  departments.  It  was  completed  in  eight 
volumes  in  1861.  In  my  Introduction  to  the  eighth 
volume,  I  said — "it  has  been  produced  the  last  in  the 
series,  that  nothing  of  new  invention  and  discovery  in 
Science— nothing  of  progressive  improvement  in  the 
Arts — might  be  omitted." 

In  the  conduct  of  this  work  I  adopted  two  prin- 
ciples ;  first  that  not  an  article,  not  a  page,  not  a 
line,  should  be  reprinted  without  revision ;  secondly, 
that  every  new  Contributor  should  be  so  reliable  in 
his  talents  and  his  acquirements,  that  his  articles 
might  be  safety  adopted  without  undei^oing  that 
superintendence  which  the  Useful  Knowledge  Society 
professed  to  undertake  for  the  "  Penny  Cyclopiedia," 
and  ■which  was  often  very  judiciously  exerted. 
Noticing  the  Contributors  to  the  earlier  work,  when  I 
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was  writing  these  "  Passages"  id  1863, 1  was  looking 
ba«k  twenty  years.  -  There  was  a  sort  of  historical 
interest  attached  to  many  of  these  names,  and  I 
could  speak  of  them  unreservedly  and  without  any 
invidious  distinction.  It  is  not  so  with  the  Contri- 
butors to  a  work  which  was  only  completed  three 
years  before  the  time  when  I  am  now  writing.  My 
own  duties  in  the  conduct  of  the  work  involved  little 
more  than  a  general  superintendence.  In  the  Pre- 
face to  the  Natural  History  Division  I  acknowledged 
my  obligations  to  Dr.  Edwin  Lankeater,  who  had 
brought  the  original  articles  into  a  more  systematic 
shape ;  who  had  removed  much  that  was  obsolete ; 
and  who,  having  a€eess  to  the  opinions,  and  securing 
the  assistance,  of  the  best  living  authorities,  had 
neglected  no  new  materials  that  were  at  that  time 
available.  I  had  further,  at  the  close  of  the  work,  to 
thank  my  fellow-labourers  during  many  years — Mr. 
A.  Ramsay  and  Mi-,  J.  Thome — for  the  active  and 
inteUigent  share  they  had  taken  in  its  management, 
by  which  the  regularity  of  publication,  and  the 
correctness  of  the  text,  had  been  mainly  secured. 

I  might  probably  have  been  induced  to  say  more 
of  the  plan  and  conduct  of  this  book— which,  without 
arrogance,  I  may  call  a  great  book, — had  I  not  been 
able  to  refer  for  further  details  to  one  of  the  most 
learned  and  interesting  articles  that  ever  appeared  in 
a  critical  work — "  The  History  of  Tyclop'edias  "  in  the 
"Quarterly  Review"  for  April,  1863  Ot  the  com- 
mendation of  this  writer  I  have  just  cause  to  be 
proud,  for  it  is  founded  upon  an  aLjiimtance  little 
less  than  extraordinary,  with  the  Lvclop^dii},  of  all 
countries  and  languages,  of  far-removed  oi  of  iLcent 
times.     I  am  satisfied  that  he  speaks  from  an  honest 
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conviction  alone,  when  he  says — "  the  '  English 
Cyclopajdia '  is  a  work  that  as  a  whole  has  no  superior 
and  very  few  equals  of  its  kind;  tliat,  taken  by 
itself,  supplies  the  place  of  a  small  library;  and, 
used  in  a  large  library,  is  found  to  present  many- 
points  of  information  that  are  sought  in  vain  in  any 
other  cycloptedia  in  the  English  language."  The 
"  Qiaarterly  Eeview  "  is  chiefly  addressed  to  those  who 
have  leisure  and  abundant  means ;  but  there  is  an- 
other class  to  whom  the  "  English  Cyclopjedia "  is 
strongly  recommended  as  a  book  for  those  who  labour 
with  their  hands,  and  have  little  time  for  systematic 
study.  In  the  "Working  Men's  College  Magazine" 
for  November,  1861,  there  is  an  article  signed  V. 
Lushington,  for  which  I  have  abstained  from  offeiing 
ray  thanks,  for  I  feel  that  to  express  personal  grati- 
tude to  a  critic  is  to  imply  that  other  considerations 
than  those  of  truth  and  justice  may  have  suggested 
his  praise.  I  cannot  probably,  however,  better  con- 
clude my  notice  of  a  work  which  has  brought  me 
abundant  honour,  than  by  giving  an  eloquent  passage 
from  this  notice.  It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Lushing- 
ton is  not  one  of  those  who  think  it  necessary  to 
write  down  to  the  comprehension  of  working  men  : — 
"  Perhaps  the  first  sensation  of  the  reader  on  opening 
these  massive  volumes  will  be  one  of  bewilderment, 
and  unwilhngness  to  traverse  any  such  mountain  of 
knowledge.  But  on  better  consideration  he  will  feel 
two  things  ;  first,  that  kind  of  reverence  which  the 
spectacle  of  any  great  human  labour  cannot  but  caU 
forth ;  and  secondly,  that  this  (or  indeed  any)  Cyclo- 
paedia is  a  witness  to  the  inexhaustible  interest  of 
reality  and  simple  truth.  He  will  see  that  it  is  in 
fact  a  record  of  a  thousand  thousand  conquests  over 
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thick  night,  won  in  many  generations  by  far-rea«hing 
industry,  and  patient  intell^ence,  in  many  cases 
even- — say  the  discovery  of  America — by  downright 
unmistakeable  valour :  and  so  gazing  on  these 
columns,  there  may  come  flashing  through  his  mind 
something  of  the  exultation  with  which  a  people 
greets  a  victorious  army  returning  homewai'd.  At 
least  he  cannot  but  observe  how  the  ago  in  which  we 
live  is  assiduously  minding  and  doing  her  business  ; 
everywhere  extending  and  consolidating  positive 
knowledge  ;  with  honest  sober  eyes  scrutinising  the 
past  of  human  history,  studying  the  staiTy  heavens, 
the  solid  eaith,  and  all  living  things,  trackir^  every- 
where the  dominion  of  stedfast  laws,  then  recording 
what  is  found,  for  ourselves  and  for  those  who  come 
after.  A  Cyclopiedia  witnesses  that  all  these  things 
ate  being  done." 

In  1854  I  was  instigated  by  an  article  in "  The 
Times"  seriously  to  contemplate  the  task  of  writing  a 
general  history  of  England.  Lord  John  Russell  had 
delivered  an  address  at  Bristol  on  the  study  of  his- 
tory, and  the  leading  journal  took  up  the  subject  of 
the  noble  speaker's  complaint  "that  we  have  no 
other  history  of  England  than  Hume's" — that  "when 
a  young  man  of  eighteen  asks  for  a  history  of 
England,  there  is  no  resource  but  to  give  him 
Hume."  I  had  published  "  The  Pictorial  History  of 
England"  some  years  before — in  many  respects  a 
valuable  history,  but  one  whose  lindts  had  gone  far 
beyond  what,  as  its  projector,  I  had  originally  con- 
templated. I  altogether  rejected  the  idea  of  making 
an  abridgment  of  that  history.  Many  materials 
for  a  HintoTnj  of  the  People  had  been  collected  by  me 
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without  any  immediate  object  of  publication.  The 
remarks  of  "  The  Times"  led  me  to  depart  from  my 
original  design  of  writing  a  Domestic  History  of 
England  apart  from  its  Public  History,  Upon  a 
more  extended  plan,  I  would  endeavour  to  trace 
through  our  long  continued  annals  the  essential  con- 
nection between  our  political  history  and  our  social. 
To  accomplish  this,  I  would  not  keep  the  People  in 
the  background,  as  in  many  histories,  and  I  would 
call  my  work  "The  Popular  History  of  England." 

For  more  than  a  year  I  was  gradually  preparing 
for  my  task,  and  was  ready  to  begin  the  printing  at 
the  end  of  1865.  It  was  to  be  published  in  monthly 
parts.  My  pubHshers  desiring  that  the  iirst  part 
should  contain  an  introd action,  setting  forth  the 
objects  of  a  new  history  of  England,  I  was  induced 
to  explain  my  motives  for  undertaking  it,  with  a  sin- 
cerity which  perhaps  may  be  deemed  imprudent.  It 
may  bo  as  imprudent  for  the  historian  as  for  the 
statesman  to  make  any  general  profession  of  prin- 
ciples at  the  onset  of  Lis  career.  The  succession  of 
events  in  either  case  might  modify  his  past  con- 
victions. But  I  have  no  reason  to  depart  in  letter  or 
spirit  from  what  I  wrote  :  "  The  People,  if  I  under- 
stand the  term  rightly,  means  the  Commons  of  these 
i-ealms,  and  not  any  distinct  class  or  section  of  the 
population.  Ninety  years  ago.  Goldsmith  called  the 
'  middle  order  of  mankind '  the  '  People,'  and  those 
below  them  the  '  Kabble.'  We  have  outlived  all 
this.  A  century  of  thought  and  action  has  widened 
and  deepened  the  foundations  of  the  State.  This 
People,  then,  want  to  find,  in  the  history  of  their 
country,  something  more  than  a  series  of  annals, 
either  of  policy  or  war.  In  connection  with  a  faithfid 
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nan-ative  of  public  aifairs,  they  want  to  learn  their 
own  history — how  they  have  gi'own  out  of  slavery, 
out  of  feudal  wrong,  out  of  regal  despotism, — into 
constitutional  liberty,  and  the  position  of  the  greatest 
estate  of  the  realm." 

In  the  summer  of  1858  I  had  completed  four 
volumes  of  my  history,  reaching  the  period  of  the 
Revolution  of  1688.  In  the  postscript  to  the  fourth 
volume  I  endeavoured  to  illustrate  the  principle,  so 
well  defined  by  my  friend  Mr.  Samuel  Lucas  in  a 
Lecture  on  Social  Progress,  that  the  history  of  every 
nation  "  has  been  in  the  main  sequential  "—that 
each  of  its  phases  has  been  "  the  eonsequonce  of 
some  prior  phase,  and  the  natural  prelude  of  that 
which  succeeded  it."  I  pointed  out  that  the  early 
history  of  the  Anglican  Church  was  to  be  traced  in 
all  the  subsequent  elements  of  our  ecclesiastical 
condition ;  that  upon  the  JBoman  and  Sason  civiliza- 
tion were  founded  many  of  the  principles  of  govern- 
ment which  still  preserved  their  vitality ;  that  the 
Norman  despotism  was  absorbed  by  the  Anglo-Saxon 
freedom;  and  that  the  recognition  of  the  equal  rights 
of  all  men  before  the  Law  was  the  only  mode  by 
which  feudality  could  maintain  itself.  "  From  the 
deposition  of  Richai'd  the  Second  to  the  abdication 
of  James  the  Second,  every  act  of  national  resistance 
was  accomplished  by  the  union  of  classes,  and  was 
founded  upon  some  principle  of  legal  right  for  which 
there  was  legal  precedent.  Out  of  the  traditional 
and  almost  instinctive  assertion  of  the  popular  piivi- 
leges,  have  come  new  developments  of  pa,rticular 
reforms,  each  adapted  to  its  own  age,  but  all  springing 
out  of  that  historical  experience  which  we  i 
aa  Constitutional" 
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In  November,  J  862, 1  completed  the  book  upon  which 
I  had  been  employed  unremittingly  for  a  seventh  part 
of  my  working  life.  I  then  stated  in  a  postscript  that, 
with  the  exception  of  three  chapters  on  the  Fine 
Arts,  "  Th  e  Popular  History  "  had  been  wholly  written 
by  myself  Being  the  production  of  one  mind,  I 
trusted  that  the  due  proportions  of  tlie  narrative, 
from  the  first  chapter  to  the  last,  had  been  main- 
tained. I  again  set  forth  the  principles  which  had 
enabled  me  to  carry  it  through  with  a  consistent 
purpose.  "  Feehng  my  responsibilities  to  be  increased 
by  the  fact  that  my  duty  was  to  impart  knowledge 
and  not  to  battle  for  opinions,  my  desire  has  been  to 
cherish  that  love  of  liberty  which  is  best  founded 
upon  a  sufficient  acquaintance  with  its  gradual  de- 
velopment and  final  estabUshment  amongst  us ;  to 
look  with  a  tolerant  judgment  even  upon  those  who 
have  sought  to  govern  securely  by  governing  abso- 
lutely ;  to  ti-ace  with  calmness  the  efforts  of  those 
who  have  imperilled  our  national  independence  by 
fore^n  assatflt  or  domestic  treason,  but  never  to 
forget  that  a  just  love  of  country  is  consistent  with 
historical  trath ;  to  carry  forward,  as  far  as  within  the 
power  of  one  who  has  watched  joyfully  and  hopefully 
the  great  changes  of  a  generation,  that  spirit  of  im- 
provement, which  has  been  more  extensively  and 
permanently  called  forth  in  the  times  of  which 
this  conchiding  volume  treats  than  in  the  whole  pre- 
vious period  from  the  Revolution  of  1688." 

"  The  Popular  History  of  England  "  to  the  period 
of  the  Revolution  embraced  a  class  of  subjects  that 
was  once  considered  extraneous  to  history — the  pro- 
gress of  manufactures  and  commerce — the  develop- 
ments   of  literature    and  the  arts — the  aspects    of 
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manners  and  of  common  life.  The  same  principle 
was  constantly  kept  in  view  in  the  succeeding  four 
volumes,  which  brought  up  the  history  to  1849 — an 
epoch  marked  by  the  final  extinction  of  the  Com 
Laws.  This  large  class  of  subjects,  so  essentially 
connected  with  our  civil,  military,and  religious  annals, 
was  treated  by  me,  "not  in  set  dissertations  under 
distinct  heads,  separated  from  the  course  of  events  by 
long  intervals,  but  in  frequent  notices,  either  in 
special  chapters  at  periods  marked  by  characteristics 
of  progress,  or  occurring  as  incidental  illustrations  of 
the  political  narrative."  The  experience  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  may  be  sufficient  to  trace  the  ^con- 
nection between  the  progress  of  good  government, 
following  the  gradual  discomfiture  of  corrupt  or  igno- 
rant government,  and  the  progress  of  industry,  art, 
and  letters,  maintaining  and  carrying  forwai-d  the 
power  and  influence  of  pohtical  improvement. 

The  proportions  of  those  chapters  of  my  Populaj- 
History  of  England  which  have  reference  to  the 
national  Industry  and  the  progress  of  the  Arts,  as 
compared  with  the  chapters  on  our  Civil,  Militaiy, 
and  Religious  History,  scarcely  warrant  me  in  accept- 
ing the  title  which  has  been  conferred  upon  me, — that 
of  "  The  Boswell  of  Birmingham."  It  is  a  very 
pretty  piece  of  alliteration,  and  has  the  true  ring  of 
that  small  wit  which  goes  a  good  way  towards  the 
making  of  a  periodical  critic  of  the  insolent  order. 
In  the  four  first  volumes,  which  bring  the  histoiy 
down  to  the  Eevolution,  one-tenth  only  of  the  whole 
matter  is  occupied  ivith  the  subjects  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  of  Science  and  Art,  of  Literature, 
of  the  Condition  of  the  People.  In  the  second  half 
of  the  work  about  one-iifth   of  the  whole  text  ia 
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devoted  to  these  subjects.  Of  the  eight  volumes, 
comprising  four  thousand  pages,  an  amount  equal 
to  one  volume  is  devoted  to  these  various  manifesta- 
tions of  the  progress  of  a  people.  Such  details  were 
once  considered  extraneous  to  historyproper ;  and  even 
now,  some  who  think,  or  affect  to  think,  that  history- 
should  confine  itself  to  the  concerns  of  Courts  and 
Cabiaets,  regard  them  as  vulgar.  Such,  especially, 
is  their  opinion  about  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
Modern  statesmanship  has  a  different  creed.  It  has 
been  compelled  to  guide  its  course  of  political  action 
by  a  broad  view  of  the  social  condition  of  the  entire 
population,  rather  than  by  the  interests  or  prejudices 
of  a  party  or  a  class.  Never  in  our  own  country, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  in  other  countries,  had  the 
claims  of  industry — not  upon  patronage,  not  upon 
protection,  not  upon  bounties,  but  simply  to  be  left 
free  to  work  out  its  own  good — been  more  regarded 
in  the  highest  places,  as  the  one  great  foundation  of 
national  prosperity.  The  slightest  glance  at  the  early 
history  of  England  will  show  that  with  the  prosperity 
of  industry,  and  that  security  of  property,  which  was 
neceesaiy  for  its  more  general  distribution,  gradually 
came  internal  tranquillity,  in  spite  of  disputed  suc- 
cessions and  constant  attempts  to  put  the  neck  of 
one  class  under  the  heel  of  another.  The  "hostile 
armies "  were,  in  every  succeeding  generation,  be- 
coming reduced  in  numbers,  and  more  and  more 
open  to  the  reconciliation  of  their  conflicting  preten- 
sions. As  the  mediseval  castles  gi'adually  became 
mansions ;  as  the  privileges  of  a  caste  were  put  away, 
like  "  unseoured  armour  hung  by  the  wall ;"  as  there 
grew,  out  of  feudal  esclusiveness,  an  aristocra<!y  not 
alien  to  the  commonalty  ;  the  yeoman,  the  merchant. 


Hosted  by  Google 


470  PASSAGES    OF   i 

the  artisan,  and  last  of  all  the  peasant,  came  to  he 
regarded  as  integral  portions  of  the  state.  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  was  society  secure  in  the  established 
reign  of  law  and  order.  Then,  and  not  til]  then, 
could  those  who  did  not  labour  with  their  hands  sit 
secure  in  their  homes,  even  should  an  occasional 
demagogue  attempt  to  re-kindle  the  Ughts  and  fires 
of  the  fourteenth,  century  to  the  tune  of— 

"  When  Adam  delved  and  Eve  span. 
Who  was  then  the  gentleman. !  " 

I  might  run  over  every  era  of  our  modem  history 
to  show  how,  with  the  development  of  Industry  and 
the  awumulation  of  Wealth,  those  who  have  been 
seeking  "to  diminish  or  desti-oy  oppressive  and 
tyrannous  privileges  and  customs"  have  been  con- 
strained to  employ  other  weapons  than  physical  force. 
There  was  a  time  when  "resistance  was  an  ordinary 
remedy  for  political  distempers — a  remedy  which  was 
always  at  hand,  and  which,  though  doubtless  sharp 
at  the  moment,  produced  no  deep  or  lasting  ill 
effects."  The  historian  marks  the  difference  of  our 
own  times ;  when  "  resistance  must  be  regarded  as  a 
cure  more  desperate  than  almost  any  malady  that 
can  afflict  the  state."  But  there  is  something  better 
than  the  sword,  if  occasion  should  arise  for  uttering 
again  the  ancient  demand  for  "redress  of  griev- 
ances ;"  and  Macaulay  shows  us  the  alternative ; 
"  As  we  cannot,  without  the  risk  of  evils  from  which 
the  imagination  recoils,  employ  physical  force  as  a 
check  on  misgovemment,  it  is  evidently  our  wisdom 
to  keep  all  the  constitutional  checks  on  misgovern- 
ment  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency  ;   to  watch 
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with  jealousy  the  first  beginnings  of  encroachment, 
and  never  to  suffer  irregularities,  even  when  harmless 
in  themselves,  to  pass  unchallenged."*  The  old  army 
of  resistance  has  hecome  a  Constabulary  Force, 
equipped  only  with  the  staff  that  is  the  symbol  of 
Law  and  Order, 

Here,  strictly  speaking,  terminates  the  narrative  of 
my  labour  and  my  observation  during  half  a  century. 
This  Chapter  records  the  principal  employment  of 
my  time,  to  the  end  of  1862.  I  regard  the  chief  part 
of  that  occupation,  during  seven  years,  as  having 
been  to  me  a  source  of  happiness.  Removed,  in  a 
great  degree,  from  commercial  labours  and  anxieties, 
that  continuous  direction  of  my  mind  to  a  subject  so 
interesting  and  engrossing  as  a  General  History  of 
England,  had  a  tranquillizing  influence ;  and  pre- 
pared me  to  look  back  upon  my  past  career  with  some- 
thing like  a  philosophical  estimate  of  its  good  and 
evil  fortune. 

Until  the  Septuagenarian  shall  hear  "  kind 
Nature's  signal  to  retreat,"  Rest  and  Retrospection 
properly  succeed  the  excitements  of  "a  Working 
Life."  The  task  of  writing  these  "  Passages  "  has 
been  at  once  Rest  and  Retrospection.  It  has  in- 
volved no  laborioua  research  ;  it  has  compelled  no 
violent  suppression  of  natural  egotism  to  forbear 
speaking  of  personal  matters  that  could  have  no 
interest  for  others ;  it  has  demanded  little  more  than 
an  accurate  memory  of  former  events,  and  a  candid 
and  charitable  estimate  of  my  contemporaries.  Taken 
altogether,  this  also  has  been  a  pleasurahie  task ; 

*  Macanlay,   "  History  of  England,"  lat,  od..  Vol.  I.,  p.  36. 
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and,  to  compai'e  small  things  with  great,  the  "  sober 
melancholy"  which  Gibbon  felt  when  he  wrote  "the 
last  lines  of  the  last  page  "  of  his  immortal  History, 
conies  over  me,  as  I  contemplate  taking  a  final  leave 
"  of  an  old  and  agreeable  companion." 

The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  my  marriage  has  just 
passed.  Half  a  century  of  congenial  wedlock  is  a 
blessing  accorded  to  few.  It  brought  with  it  the 
further  blessing  of  a  family  united  in  love ;  of  a 
home  where  cheerful  faces  ever  welcomed  me. 
During  forty  years  I  had  known  no  gr-eat  sorrow. 
I  had  not  been  bereft  of  any  one  of  those  who  were 
the  joy  of  my  manhood,  and  the  comfort  of  my  age. 
A  dark  cloud  has  cast  its  solemn  shadow  over  my 
Golden  Bridal;  but  I  feel  that  our  griefs,  and  the 
consolations  which  should  come  with  them,  are  for 
ourselves,  and  not  for  the  outer  world.  Taken  as  a 
whole,  my  life  has  been  a  happy  one. 

Drring  the  progress  of  these  "  Passages,"  I  have, 
as  far  as  I  could,  steadily  resisted  the  temptation  of 
entering  upon  any  details  of  my  private  circum- 
stances or  domestic  relations.  If,  in  closing  this 
narrative,  I  have  stepped  for  an  instant  across  the 
boundary  line  which  I  prescribed  to  myself,  and  if 
I  look  not  beyond  my  own  borne  for  one  to  whom  I 
can  offer  a  concluding  tribute  of  affection,  I  must  be 
forgiven,  in  the  consideration  that  "  out  of  the 
abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  s 
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■pNGLAND :  POLITICAL  AND  SOCIAL. 

By  AuGusTE  Laugel,  author  of  "  Studies  in  Science,"  "  The 
United  Stales  during  the  War  of  1861-65,"  &c.,  &c.  Transkted  by  Prof  T  M 
HART.  ' 

CONTENTS  T 
1.  TheCharactoristtcaortlioEDellBhRr—     —'"■--'"-■ 
II.  CliarflcteristicBor  ProtesUatism 
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II. 
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Lectures  delivered  before  the  Lowell  Institute,  Boston 
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ir't'.'  ?"^  ^'  ^"^^^  "■  '*^™'"  ■*"'""  ""^  Pl'J^'oal  strength,  Br.  Mary  Phlnom  Jacob! 
Q  ^l  T^  ^niversity,  Sorah  DIs:  Hamlin.  8.  Mt,  Holjoke  Seminary,  Mary  (J.  NuttlCK 
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By  Samuel  J.  Bayard. 

This  Biography  of  one  of  the  most  heroic  and  daring  generals  of  the  war  com- 
pnsesdeseri)>lionsofWesl  Point  life,  experiences  on  tire  frontier  and  a  har^ 
nve  of  h,s  brief  but  brilliant  career  in  the  campaigns  in  Vi^inia  during  iBS^V^ 

^  ilbBlra^ed  w  ih  a  porlra.t,  engraved  on  steel  by  Hall,  an  etching  of  the  monu- 
ment  at  Princeton,  and  a  map      i2mo,  cloth  extra,  $1,75.    Half  cllf,  $3.75. 
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TTAMPTON  AND  ITS  STUDENTS.  By  Two  of  .ts 
■*■  ■*■  Teachers :  Mrs.  M.  F.  Armstrong  and  Helen  W.  Ludlow. 
.  Containing  a  skefcli  of  the  history  of  the  settlement  of  Hampton  ;  a  full 
record  of  the  founding  and  development  of  the  Normal  College  there,  biograph- 
ical sketches  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  students,  and  pictures  of  life  among 
(he  slaves  and  freedmen.  It  also  includes  some  eighty  pages  of  original  Negro 
liongs,  with  the  words  in  dialect  and  the  music. 

Svo,  cloth,  «rith  sixteen  illustrations,  drawn  on  wood,  $£,50. 
VI. 

CKETCHES  OF  ILLUSTRIOUS  SOLDIERS. 
■^     By  James  Grant  Wilson. 


ConstGlde  Bontbon,  Chailea  xfi,  of  Snedan,  Lonl  Clyde, 

'WlUIam  &e  Silent,  Honhal  Base,  Mnrshal  you  Moltke, 
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QuBtavna  Adolphua,  Geuerol  Washington,  General  Sherman, 

Oliver  Cromwen,  Napoleon  Bonamirte,  Geuerul  Griml. 

Marshal  Turenne, 

Illustrated  with  Four  Portraits,  engraved  on  steel,  and  fac-similes  of  Auto- 
graphs.    i2mo,  cloth  extra,  $2.5a 
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PASSAGES  FROM  THE  LIFE  OF  CHARLES  KNIGHT, 
^  Publisher,  Author  and  Loader  in  the  Work  of  Popular  Edu- 
cation ;  Editor  of  the  "  Penny  Encyclopiedia,"  "  The  Libraries  of  Useful  and 
Entertaining  Knowledge"  and  "The  Popular  History  of  England."  Revised 
and  Abridged  from  the  English  Edition.  Large  lamo,  about  450  pp.  With 
Portrait. 

The  life  of  a  man  like  Charles  Knight,  who  may  be  said  to  have  founded  that 
system  of  Popular  Education  which  brings  the  highest  literature  of  the  language 
ivitliin  the  reach  of  the  lowest  of  the  people,  should  possess  a  special  interest  for 
readers  in  a  nation  at  the  basis  of  wliose  institutions  such  a  system  must  lie. 
The  publication  of  the  "Penny  EncyclopEedia"  and  "The  Library  of  Useful 
Knowledge  "  completely  revolutionized  the  whole  method  of  teaching  the  Eng- 
lish people.  Mr.  Knight  was,  perhaps,  the  first  to  perceive  that  text-books 
alone  could  not  supply  all  that  was  necessary  to  the  development  of  popular  in 
lelligence.  What  was  required  to  supplement  the  text-books  had  hitherto 
been  accessitiie  only  to  the  wealthier  classes,  but  in  the  admirable  series  of  works 
planned  by  Mr.  Kniglit,  the  clearest  scientific  information  on  the  one  hand,  and 
on  the  other  a  knowledge  of  the  higher  literature,  were  placed  witliin  tlie  reach 
of  every  member  of  the  poorer  and  working  classes. 

Apart  from  this  work,  Mr.  Knight's  life  was  interesting  from  his  association 
during  a  most  important  half  century  with  nearly  all  classes  of  the  leading  and 
thinking  men  of  Great  Britain,  The  story  of  his  labors  is  simply  and  dramat- 
ically told  in  liis  own  language,  which  has  been  left  nnchanged  as  far  as  was 
consistent  with  the  slight  abridgement  that  it  has  been  considered  advisable  to 
make  fir<Ha  the  more  voluminous  English  edition. 
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$  "DUSTED.     rivQ    Tears   in   an   English   University.     By  Charles 

j3      Aslor  Bristed,  lale  roundalion  Scholar  of  Triiiily  College,  Cambridge. 

Fourth  edition.    Revised  and  amended  by  the  author,    lamo,  cloth,  extra,  $2.50. 

for  ■^Vrih1ts'f™ls'  *¥',''^"^'"'''  "";'''^  '""'  ^"""^  r*^"*  ""t  "^  Pri°t.  has  long  been  culled 


Ltli  its  facts  and  Btstistics  cnrrocted  and  hroaghtdoira  to  recent  dats,  tlievolnn 
"itiieco  eg      raoiiateo    md    -  adualo  information  olBpooiol  tbIhb  and  import- 
al   eM  fecoii  of  a  personal  esperlonce  contolm  much  to  Intor- 

Cham    e   z  1  by  m         i        n     a    e,  and  c 
Bting  nformation       Pk   ad  p   nbi^rer. 
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BHTANT     Letters  of  a  Traveller     By  William  Cullen  Bryant.    With 
steel  po   ra  t     Ne    ed    on         n  o,  cloth,  $2. 

Letters  From  the  East     No  ea  of  a  Visit  to  Egypt  and   Palestine. 

larao,  cloth,  $   50 

The  Same      I   u        ed  ed    on      With  fine  engravings  on  steel.     i2mo, 

cloth  extra,  $2.50. 

Oratioiu  and  Addresses.    Including  those  delivered  on  Irving,  Cooper, 

Cole,  Verplanck,  Shakespeare,  Morse,  Scott,  etc.     i2mo,  cloth  $2. 

BEST  EEAEIMG,  THE.  A  ClaasiGed  Bibliography  for  Easy 
Reference,  With  Hints  on  the  Selection  of  Bgoks;  on  the  Formation 
of  Libraries,  PubUc  and  Private ;  on  Conrseg  of  Reading,  etc. ;  a  Guide  for  the 
Librarian,  Bookbuyer,  and  Bookseller.  The  Chtssified  Lists,  arranged  under 
about  500  subject  headings,  include  all  the  most  desirable  books  now  to  be 
obtained  either  in  Great  Britain  or  the  United  States,  with  the  published  prices 
annexed.  Revised  Edition.  lamo,  paper,  $1.00.  Cloth,  $1.50, 
"  Tho  best  worlc  of  the  kind  we  tiove  seen,"— (Meje  Omrimt 

M^,Z7/'^rT.  "Lm^T  ""'  """  '"^  "' """'' "' "  ^"'^^ '"  '^«  ^^'"'=""  <"  '^ 

+T^  LAOKWELL.    Studies  In  General  Science.    By  Antoinette  Brown 
XD     Blaekwell.     lamo  (imiform  with  Child's  "  Benedicite").    Cloth  extra, 

$2.35. 

,     •'  Tho  writer  evince  odmiraDIo  gifts  both  as  a  stndent  ond  thinker.    She  brines  a 
Binoers  and  eameet  mind  to  tho  invesflgatloa  of  truth."— A'.  Y.  Tribune. 
^"Tha  idea  of  the  work  la  an  oscellent  one,  and  it  is  ablj  developed. "-©wWn  Ti-an- 

tT3^-^^^-  "^'^^  Production  of  the  Precious  MeUIa;  or,  Statistical 
jD  Notices  of  the  Principal  Gold  and  Silver  Producing  Regions 
of  the  World.  With  a  chapter  upon  the  Unification  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Coinage.  By  Wm.  P.  Blake,  Commissioner  from  the  State  of  California  to  the 
Paris  Exposition  of  1867.     One  volume,  8vo,  cloth  extra,  $2.50. 
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OOD.    Tales  and  Bxtravaganzaa,    Illustrated.     62. 

Whims  and  Oddities.     liliistrated.     81.7;. 

OOD.    Tylney  Hall,    A  Novel.     By   Thomas   Hood.     i2mo,   At 
illustrated,  (in   '■  Library  of  Choice  Reading,")  $2.     Also,  bound  u 
iLli  llie  Works,  S2.25. 
ODD'S   PROSE   WORKS.     Four  volumes,  crown  8vo.  cloth  fg.oc 

-  POETICAL  WORKS.     Three  volumes,  crown  Svo,  cloth,  $6.75. 

-  POETIOAL  WORKS.    People's  Edition.    One  volume.  $3. 


H' 


POBMa      Illustrated    (Wanstead)   edition.     The   Poems    of  Thomaj 

Hood.  Artist's  edition.  With  illustrations  by  Darley,  Eytinge,  Gustave  Dor6 
Seeombe,  Bhket  Foster,  and  the  Etching  Club.  The  letter-press  handsomely 
printed  on  tinted  paper,  with  red  lines.  Small  quarto,  uniform  with  the  Artist's 
edition  of  the  Sketch  Book.    Cloth  extra,  with  handsome  stamp,  gilt  edges,  $5  . 

iPS.    Till  the  Doctor  Oomes,  and  how  to  Help  Him.    A  Manual 
for  Emergencies,  Accidents,  etc.     By  George  A.  Hope,  M.D.      Revised 
with  additions,  by  a  New  York  Physician.     l2rao,  cloth,  60  cts. 

"  A  vfirj'  readable,  aa  well  as  tiBctiil,  little  took :  one  that  will  keep  people  from  neoloes 
linkoring,  aud  guido  thom  coiTectly  till  me<lical  aid  can  ba  called  ^* — SaerLtfjlc  Aineriatn. 

HYAOINTHB.  The  Family.  A  Series  of  Discourses  by  Father 
Hyacinthe.  To  which  are  added  The  Education  of  the  Working 
Classes;  The  Church — Six  Conferences ;  Speeches  and  Addresses  With  an 
Historical  Introdaction,     By  Hon,  John  BIgelow.      i2mo,  $1.50. 

H,  fi.— Both  books  are  pnbliahad  undiH'  Father  HyacintliQ'B  sanction,  and  he  rcceiveo  a. 
cepyrJght  oa  the  sales. 

Iiife,  SpGsohes,  and  Discourses  of  Pers  Hyacinthe.    Edited   by 

Rev.  L.  W.  Bacon.    One  volume,  i2mo,  cloth,  $1.25. 

"We  BroqiiltssuretlialthnaBniBoouraeB -will  increase  Father  Hj^acinthe's  repnlatlon 
KBOUgus  as  a  man  of  raco  inteilectnai  power,  genuine  eloqnence,  ripe  acholarasip,  and 
most  gonetoHS  sympathies. "—iVafloKiri  Soptlt/,  r/iilodeliAla, 

••  The  Diaconraes  will  be  found  (nllj  up  to  the  hl^  eipectadons  formed  from  the  gteal 
prloat's  protest  against  the  trammels  of  Komisli  dogmatism."— ^fHAeefer  IiemociiU. 
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LOSSING.  A  Histoty  of  England,  from  the  BairUest  Period  to  the 
Preaeat  Time.  Witt  special  reference  to  tlio  Progress  oi  the  People 
in  Civilkation,  Literature,  ana  tlie  Arf^,  By  BenBon  J.  Lossing,  atithor  of 
"Piutorial  Field  Book  of  American  Revolution,"  etc.  With  three  maps, 
large  13mo,  cl  ith,  extra,  $3.50 ;  lialf  calf,  extra,  $i.50. 
X.  .1'  '^''i?  i^ork,  In  ona  handsome  voinme  o 
ny  mo  editor  fiit  popular  nee.  It  <e  a  very  c 
kodftomthodmeoftheADcleiitBiiloiielo   _       _  „  _ 

tlV  /T  AC  AULA  Y.  The  Complete  Works  of  Lord  Macaulay  From 
IVX  tT>e  last  edition,  edited  by  his  sister.  Lady  TrevPhan  Elegantly 
printed  on  tinted  paper  at  the  Riverside  Press,  and  containing  the  Histjry 
of  England,  Essays,  Poems,  and  Speeches,  Sixteen  vola  trown  S\  ->  extra 
cloth,  cut  or  uncut,  $36  ;  half  calf,  gilt  or  antique,  $84 

i Critical,  Historical,  and  Miscellaneous  Essays     W  ith  a  Memoir 

Index,  and  Portrait.  Riverside  Edition.  Sis  vols.,  ciowu  Sve,  extra  cloHi' 
cut  or  uncut,  $13.50 ;  half  calf,  gilt  or  antique,  $24. 

■  HIistory  of  England.    By  Lord  Macaulay.   Student's  Edition.   Four 

vols.  13mo,  Witt  a  now  portrait  of  Macaulay.  Extra  cloth,  cut  $7  ■  half 
calf,  gilt,  or  antique,  $10. 

MEMOIRS  OF  A  HUGUEHOT  FAMILY.  A  veritable  History 
of  permanent  interest.  Translated  from  the  original  Autobiogra- 
phy of  Rev.  James  Fontaine.  By  Ann  Maury.  Witt  a  translaiioB  of  tte 
Edict  of  Nantes,  now  first  printed  in  English.    ISmo,  pp.  508,  cloth,  extra, 

eat  a3."^ii*S^'(7S^s''^^°'"  '^""^  "^  *  profound  signiQeanoo  and  yolne  to  all  earn 
"Itfaagoodbook."— JVo(ion,JV:  Y. 

AITIiAND.    Higher' Law.    A  Romance.      By  Edward  Maitland, 
auttor  of  "  The  Pilgrim  and  the  Shrine."    19mo,  dott,  $1.75. 
tlvatl™"  H»  Ifn^r-ST'*^  ^u  'S""'  '^''''^  '^?"  ""  cxHupared  to  It  for  Its  widUi  of  vieir  iM  ciil- 

tio,^^wil?ln^\j^°i^ui  oliaracter,  and  tlie  Ingenuity  and  independence  of  Its  speoiilB- 
S^gl^i'el^y'jri^^jl^'^^^^rr  '"'"'  "'  '^™^™'"«1*-  *™i"  conofual^n, 
The  Pilgrim  and  the  Shrine.  By  Edward  Maitland.  Third  edi- 
tion.   13rao,  cloth,  $1.50. 

"One  of  the  wigoEtnnd  most  charming  of  booka.--H-M(m(nj(*r  SevUw. 
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AYO.    Kaloolali !    The  A-ntobiography   of  Jonathan   Romer    ol 
Nantucket.     Edited  by   W,   S.   Mayo,  M.D.    12mo,  cloth  extra 

Soma  ac.OOO  copies  of  this  celeliraeed  work  have  been  boM,  and  it  le  justly  enfitled  to 
eudnring  |>opularJty. 

"  One  of  Uie  moat  ndmirablB  pictures  ever  produced  in  IWa  country."— ITusftln^toB 

"  The  moat  eingular  and  captivating  romance  since  Eobioeon  Crusoe.'"— Swim  Jauraai. 

"By  (ar  tlie  most  faeelnating  and  entcrtalnine  book  wa  have  read  einco  we  wera 
bewitched  by  the  graceful  inventions  of  the  Arabian  Hlghts."—Z>S)n<M!'a(iii  Eeniew. 
Never  Again,    A  new  work  by  the  author  of  "  Kaloolah."    Illus- 
trated with  Bnmcrous  engravings,  designed  and  engraved  by  Gaeton  Fay. 
In  one  volnme,  over  700  pages,  uniform  with  "  Kaloolah."    $3. 

'■  Puta  Ita  author  in  the  front  rank  ot  novelislB."— -Zimrfon  AihsJue^aii. 

"A.  wholesome  book;  one  that  really  holds  np  the  mirror  to  American  6oeIatj.""--.W. 
J".  Evening  Post. 

"ThoflrBtrealnovelotAmericansodetj.  .  .  .  It  will  bo  read  from  cover  1o  cover." 
—N.  Y.  Times. 

The  Berber !  A  Romance  of   Morocco.    By  W.   S,  Mayo,  M.l),, 

author  of  " Kaloolah,"  "Never  Again,"  etc  13mo,  cloth,  uniform  wlih 
"Kaloolah."    $1.75. 

"A  Romance  of  the  hlehest  claSB,  replete  with  characler,  plot  and  Inddent,  and  occn- 
pjing  ground  entirely  ncw-^' — Htrms -JohtroL 

The  very  irreal  favor  with  which  Dr.  Mayo's  last  work,  "Never  Again."  has  been 
received,  has  induced  the  pnbllBhera  lo  believe  that  new  edlUona  of  his  earfior  books,  which 
had  also  attained  great  popularity,  would  be  welcoTned  by  the  reading  public  Although  It 
Is  twenty  vearB  Biuce  the  publication  of  "  The  Berber,"  Its  narrative  will  be  found  ai  froBh, 
lis  charocferlaetion  as  vivid,  and  its  pictures  ot  Uf  e  aB  aconmlo  to-day  as  they  were  show* 
to  be  then, 

MAYHEW.      Bet^amin  Franklio.    The   Prinler'a  Boy,  the  Phil- 
osopher,  and  the  Statesman.    A  Biography  for  Boya.    By  Henr? 
Mayliew.    Illustrated.    18mo,  cloth  extra,  $1.50 

MEMORABLE  WOMEN,    By  Mrs.  Newton  Crossland.  With  eight 
illustrations  by  Birket  Foster.    One  vol.,  18mo,  cloth  extra,  $1.50. 
t  TV    /T  ILMAN.    The  History  of  Chriatianity  j  irova.  the  Birth  of  Christ 
i.V-1      t°  ^^^  Abolition  of  Paganism  in  the  Roman  Empire.    By  the 
Rev.  H.  H.  Milmaa,  Dean  of  St.  Taul's,  etc.    New  edition,  three  vols.,  extra 
cloth,  $5.35  i  half  calf,  $10.50. 

f The    History    of   Latin   Christianity  j    including-   that    of   the 

Popes  to  the  Pontificate  of  Nicholas  V.  By  Dean  Milman.  Bight  folB, 
crown  8vo,  extra  cloth,  $14  ;  half  calf,  $38. 

^ The  History  of  the  Jews.    From  the  Earliest  Period  down  to 

Modern  Times,  By  Dean  Milman.  A  new  editicn,  three  volumes  Qcowa 
8vo,  extra  doth,  $5.35  ;  half  calf,  $10.50. 
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MOI.LOT.  Geology  and  Revelation  j  or,  The  Ancient  History  of 
the  Earth,  considered  in  the  Light  of  Geological  Pacts  and 
Revealed  Religion.  With  illustrations.  By  the  Rev.  Gerald  Molloy,  D.D. 
With  an  Introduction  to  the  Ameiican  Edition  by  an  eminent  Geologist,  ajid 
an  AppendiK  containing  Prof.  Dana's  Chapter  on  Cosmogonj,  12mo,  cloth 
extra,  $3. 

"We  liata  rnrely  fonnd  Buehan  amount  siid  variety  o(  apeeiflo  infonoatloD  brouglit  to- 
getliec  wltb  more  fnlnesB  and  force."— Boston  Trmiaipt. 

NATIONAL  GALLERY  OP  AlWERICAW  LANDSCAPE.  With 
twenty-four  superb  engravinga  on  steel,  engraved  in  the  hest  man- 
mer,  from  paintings  by  eminent  American  oitiets,  with  descriptions.  Atlaa 
folio,  half  mocooco,  gilt  edges.  $S0. 

The  same,  in  portfolio,  $40. 

The  Bamo,  proofs  on  India,  half  morocco,  $75, 

— ^  The  same.  Artists'  proofs,  flOO. 

NEW  MERCANTILE  MAP  OP    THE  WORLD,  ON  MEROA- 
TOR'S  PROJECTION.      For  Merchants,  Shippers,  Ship  Owners 
etc.    Size  B3  inches  hy  40  inches. 

Tho  following  are  the  leading  features  of  this  Map- 
ill  Ilia  States.  Kiiteaoms,  and  Empiras  of  the  World  are  eihilifted,  by  tlie  aid  of  roloc 
Printing,  In  a  clear  and  dleOnct  manner,  wltb  their  Sea-nerts  and  PrinoipalTowiiB,  hIiow- 
■  ing  the  most  recent  changes  of  BonndnrieB,  and  alao  the  latest  GeiKraphlcal  DieooverieB 
Tie  recognized  eteam  aid  aalllng  Kontea  to  and  from  the  prlnapal  Ports  of  tha  World, 
with  the  dlstancaa  and  BveraaetlmaelBarly  laid  do™.  ,       .    ,.         ,  -i.™,.  „.«. 

Tha  prinetpal  Overland  MegrapIiB,  SobmarineCahlee,.  end  main  Iinea  of  KaUways. 
The  Cnrrenta  of  the  Ocean,  witi  urows  ahowiog  their  Conree,  are  hrought  out  dis- 
tinctly hat  not  ohtrnalvely,  by  means  o£  Oolorfng.    Warm  and  Cold  Cnrresis  are  dlstin- 
^'The^'^wK'^MrSouthern   limits    of  Icebergs  and  Iirift  Ice  are  also  distinctly 

'''°  The  whole  fomun?  not  only  a  compendiara  of  moet  usef  nl  Information  for  all  parties 
engaged  in  Commercl  but  Jeo  an  ornament  alike  tot  toe  CoimUag  Eoom  and  the 
libraty 

Price  to  feabscnbers,  mounted  on  cloth  and  Kollera,  or  in  clotb  case  foi 
Librarj    $10 

O'CONNOR,  W.  D.    Nettie  Renton ;  or,  The  Ghost.      A  Gliristmas 
Story.    Ifimo.    Illustra,tod  by  Nast.     $1. 
K  THE  EDGE  OP  THE  STORM.    By  the  anthor  of  "  Mademoi- 
selle Mori."     I3mo,  clotb,  witb  Frontispiece,  $1.50 ;  giH  estra,  $3, 
a  to  n  i-Tmrmlnir  atnrv     The  BvmuathT  which  the  anthor  evinces  towarda  all  Tier 
personaBil  and  th™u"fiSa^;<!o«t^ar  Afferent  modea  of  tbOHEM  and  opinion,  aie 
Uie  inain  chavin  of  tho  booi.."— London  AHitnaium, 

"Ti.iahiir.1!  i=  nifiioothpr  B  dellffhtfnl  one,  showine  great  knowletee,  a  rare  power  01 
writliig  and  a  tat  i^r  arUetio  mastetv  over  form  andll^i."-fa«^o2i  e<ailli. 
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